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PREFACE 


Various  circumstances  induced  me«  some  years 
since^  to  form  a  plan  of  a  history  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian and  Greneral  Baptist  Churches  in  the  West  of 

England. 

No  work  of  the  kind  existed.  There  were  histo- 
ries of  the  Puritans — of  their  successors,  the  ori- 
ginal Nonconformists— and  of  a  third  class,  still 
more  friendly  to  liberty  of  conscience — the  Unita- 
rians of  the  sixteenth  and  two  following  centuries. 
But,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Wilson  s  History  of 
the  Luuduu  Dissenting  Churches,  there  was  no 
series  of  records  of  our  congregations,  no  collection 
of  memoirs  of  their  pastors,  and  consequently  no 
adequate  means  of  tracing  the  growth  and  opera* 
tion  of  the  principles  for  which  Puritans,  Noncon- 
formists, and  Unitarians  were  all,  more  or  less,  dis- 
tinguished. 

Many  Dissenters  were  anxious  that  this  deside- 
ratmn  in  our  literature  should  be  supplied.  From 
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time  to  time  interesting  accounts  of  ancient  societies 
were  drawn  up  by  their  ministers,  and  published  in 
the  periodical  works  of  I  lie  day.    Other  ministers 
collected  information  which  remained  imperfect, 
and  thereiore  unpubiiiihcd,  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a  general  knowledge  of  the 
requisite  facts.    Fourteen  years  ago,  the  Rev. 
Edniuud  Butcher,  of  Sidmouth,  sent  an  interesting 
communication  to  the  Monthly  Repository,  in  which 
were  the  following  rcituuks;  "What  Mr.  Wilson 
has  done  for  the  London  churches,  I  wish  some 
other  friend  to  the  noble  cause  of  conscientious 
Nonconformity  would  do  for  the  kingdom  at  large, 
at  least  for  England  and  Wales;  and,  in  order  to 
fuiiiish  materials  for  such  a  work,  1  propose,  what 
might  very  easily  be  accomplished,  that  every  Dis- 
senting minister  should  draw  up,  and  send  to  the 
Repository,  a  concise  account  of  the  church  of 
which  he  is  minister,  ascertaining,  where  it  can  be 
done,  the  earliest  date  to  which  the  existence  of  the 
society  can  be  traced,  the  names  they  have  borne 
at  different  periods,  where  any  change  has  taken 
place,  a  list  of  their  ministers,  how  long  they  occu- 
pieil  their  respective  place where  they  removetl  to, 
if  they  did  not  continue  their  services  in  any  one 
congregation  for  the  residue  of  their  lives — with  an 
account  of  the  literar)^  productions  of  such  of  them 
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a<»  appt^aretl  before  the  public  as  auliiors.  aud  any 
weU-auilienticated  and  important  particulars  con- 
cerning them  or  the  churches  to  which  they  be- 
longed.'*^ 

This  proposal  did  not  meet  with  the  response 
which  it  deserred.  If  Mr.  Butcher  had  been 
longer  spared^  he  would  probably  have  employed 
other  means  of  interesting  his  brethren  ou  its  be- 
half. He  died  in  the  following  year ;  and  his  plan 
"of  presenting  the  names  and  labours  of  many  ex- 
eelknft  individuals  from  total  oblivion,"  was  never 
carried  into  effect.  A  few  years  afterwards,  some 
att^tton  was  excited  by  an  anonymous  book,  en- 
titled "The  Manchester  Socioian  Cantroversy,"* 
with  an  appendix  containing  a  list  of  Unitarian 
Chapels.  The  Editors  professed  to  state  the  origin 
*iucl  other  particulars  uf  many  of  the  societies ;  but 
the  information  was  scanty  and  inaccurate,  seldom 
obtained  from  the  proper  sources,  and  obviously  de- 
signed to  answer  a  sectarian  purpose.  Yet  the 
account  was  widely  circulated;  it  was  reprinted  in 
America,  and  conveyed  to  many  in  that  country  their 
present  ideas  of  the  history  of  the  churches  in  ques- 
tion,-j-  wliilsl  iu  JMigldiid  it  tended  largely  to  produce 

•  Monthly  Repository,  Vol.  xvi.  p.  525. 

t  Sec  the  UhruUaa  Gxaoiiner,  publutUed  at  ik>»tua,  N.  VoU  tit. 
p.  430. 
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an  impreSBion  peculiarly  injurious  to  the  intereste 

of  Truth.    Its  publication  was  speedily  followed  by 

those  legal  proceedings,  still  continued,  the  object 

of  which  appears  to  be  not  only  to  deprive  a  fsw 

gentlemen  of  an  important  trust,  which  they  and 

their  ancestors  have  executed  with  the  strictest 

fideKty  upwards  of  a  century,  but  also  to  prepare 

the  members  of  the  same  denominatbn  throughout 

llie  coimtry^  for  the  assertion  by    the  orthodox''  of 

a  general  claim  upon  their  endowments  and  places 

of  worship.   Into  the  particulars  of  this  question  I 

must  not  be  tempted  to  enter.    My  object  is  simply 

to  shew  the  neeesiUf  of  diffusing  informalion  too* 

ceming  the  history  of  the  Presbyterian  and  General 

Baptist  Churches. 

With  high  opinions  of  the  importance  of  the  task, 
I  entertained  others^  by  no  means  inferior,  as  to  the 

requisite  qualifications  of  the  labourer.  And  I  may 

soy  with  perfect  sincerity,  that  I  felt  I  should  be 

chargeable  with  an  undue  degree  of  presumption, 

in  undertaking  an  oliice  for  wliicli  many  uthcrs 

ware  £u  better  prepared.   1  knew  that  there  wer« 

authors  of  established  reputation,  not  only  inti- 
mately aequamted  with  the  subject,  but  possess* 
ing  an  iniiuence  which  might  facilitate  their  re- 
searches, and  an  experience  whidi  might  inspire 
confidence  in  their  judgment.   I  was  also  aware 
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Hut  thore  wag  at  least  cxie,  among  these  gentlemen, 

w ha  cauid  have  pursued  the  task*  not  at  interyah^ 
im  and  far  betwean,"  of  the  labours  of  the  Chris* 
tiaa  miaigtiy, — labours  unriTaUed  in  urgency  and 
importance,  —  but  day  after  day  and  week  after 
ivaek»  with  the  advantages  of  alnmt  unbroken  ap* 
pUcatioiu  Nor  did  I  forget  that  such  a  work  would 
Wqoestionablj  secure  greater  attention  if  written 
without  that  attachment  to  the  iaith  of  the  churches^ 
and  thai  strong  desire  for  their  prosperity^  which,  I 
eonfiMB»  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  cheriah.  There  wae, 
however,  no  probability  that  the  work  would  be  un- 
dertaken by  othezs;  for  this  feason  I  voitured  to 
eagage  in  it ;  my  rt^moval  to  Bath^  c^bout  two  years 
since,  enabled  me  to  collect  materials  with  coni» 
paratively  little  difliculty;  and  ip  proportion  as  my 
brethreo  in  the  raiiustey  became  aequainlBd  wkb 
my  deaigau  their  &iendiy  communications  afibxded 
me  an  encouragement  greater  than  I  had  presumed 
to  antieipate» 

It  will  be  perceived  that  1  have  contented  myself 
in  many  cases*  with  recording  the  most  importaat 
events*  I  Iwve,  of  course*  invariably  aim^  at  the 
strictest  accuracy ;  but  it  will,  probably*  be  discovo^ 
ed  that  in  some  instances  I  have  been  mistaken* 
The  candid  reader  will  rem  ember  that  the  volume 
oenlains  many  hundreds  of  dates  and  namflB  ob» 
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tainad  tern  iridely  different  sourees;  andtbateffort*. 

however  persevering^  to  supply  deficient^  and  recon- 
cile oomflirting  statements  must  sconetimes  pme 
UDfiuccesfiful.  On  subjects  of  minor  importanoe  I 
have  often  refrained  from  entering  into  minute  pu^ 
ticulars ;  the  similarity  in  the  histories  of  the  con- 
gregaiions  was  so  great  as  tu  render  it  diliicult  to 
afford  sufficient  informatioii  and  yet  avoid  wearying 
the  attention  of  the  reader.  Whilst^  therefore^  I 
have  enlarged  occasionally  upon  general  historical 
faets^  and  noticed,  at  some  length,  the  peculiar  cir- 
eumstances  of  several  societies,  I  have  passed  as 
lightly  as  possible  over  the  characteristics  which 
are  common  to  all.  A  similar  remark  applies  to 
the  memoirs  of  the  ministers.  Here,  perhaps,  an 
apology  is  necessary  to  the  authors  whose  contribu- 
tions I  haye  abridged.  I  beliere  it  will  be  found, 
that  the  facts  omitted  were  either  noticed  elsewhere, 
or  would  have  prevented  the  introduction  of  others 
more  interesting.  In  making  selections  for  the 
biographical  department,  I  have  been  guided  by  a 
desire  to  convqr  &  correct  general  impressiaa  as  to 
the  talents  and  characters  of  the  Western  Pastors. 
And  although  I  have  not  unfrequently  noticed  the 
failings  incidental  to  hiunan  nature,  I  may  venture 
to  anticipate  both  for  ministers  and  people  a  verdict 
corresponding  to  that  of  the  immortal  Milton,  in 
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icfimnee  to  an  earlier  race: — "  It  eamol  be  denied 
that  the  authors,  or  late  revivera  of  these  seeta,  were 
learned,  wcriby,  lealoua,  and  religioiis  men>  as 
appears  by  their  lives  ;  and  the  same  of  their  many 
eminent  and  learned  followers,  perfect  and  powerful 
in  the  Seriptores,  holy  and  unblameable  in  their 
Uvee."* 

Hy  plan  originally  indnded  two  introduetoiy 

chapters  on  the  Origin  and  Early  Frogrebb  ol'  the 
Presbyterian  denomination.  These  I  have  omitted 
in  consequence  of  the  accumulation  of  other  materi- 
als, and  the  recent  appearance  of  two  excellent 
pamphlets*  t  ^  cscnnot  satisfy  myself  without 
offering  a  few  observations  on  the  title  I  have 
cfaoeen,  and  particularly  on  the  use  the  term 
Presbyterian.  It  has  been  remarked  that  few,  if 
any,  congregations  in  the  West  of  England  are  now 
Mtmmmi^  called  f  resbytenan^  and  that  several^  of 
recent  origin,  have  been  always  denominated  Unitar 
lian.  Tfaese  are  wdl  known  facts ;  nor  have  I  the 
slightest  wish  to  promote,  either  the  general  i  esump- 
tion  of  a  term  which  does  not  now  indieate  oar 
belief  in  certain  important  doctrines^  or  the  aban- 

*  Mflton  on  Heresy  and  Schism. 

f  An  Histofkal  Defence  of  fhe  TVotteet  of  Lady  Hewley'a  Fotmda- 
tfong,  by  «te  Ewr.  Josepli  Hwtart  F.&A."]  and  "The  Ustoiy,  Opinioni, 
and  PtesenI  Legal  Positiim  of  the  EngUih  ftvsbyteriaas,  pubUahed  under 
the  duection  of  fhe  Bnglbh  Pteabyteclan  Asiociatioii.'' 


Digitized  by  GopglCi 


PREFACE. 


donmeni  of  uodier  which  iinquestioiiaUy  angwers 
ttuB  purpose.  It  must  be  remembered,  however^ 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  congregations  noticed 
in  these  pages  are  of  Presbyterian  wigin,  that  this 

wa.s  llicii  ujsiial  appellation  for  upwaidii  of  a  century, 

that  the  same  is  still  frequently  given  to  them  and 

their  chapels  in  legal  ciocumeuts,  and  that  they  are 
as  feirly  entitied  to  it  now,  as  were  their  venerable 
founders  and  more  recent  benefactors.  For  upwards 
of  a  century  and  half,  the  term  English  Presbyte- 
rian has  not  siguihed — the  Christian  who,  in  religi^ 
ous  matters,  is  governed  by  a  Synod  and  believes 
the  doctrines  of  the  Trinity,  the  AUmement;,  and 
Original  Sin; — it  is  true  thai  eustouis  have  been 
voluntarily  retained  in  our  churches,  with  regard  to 
the  allotment  of  certain  offices  to  Prebbyters  or 
Elders; — but  the  title  was  chiefly  gloried  in  by  our 
&thers,  because  it  indicated  their  union  with  a 
body  of  Protestant  Dissenters^  bound  by  no  fetters 
with  regard  to  church  fellowship,  and  kfl^  by  thdr 
trust  deeds^  at  perfect  liberty  to  search  for  truth 
wherever  it  could  be  found.  The  constitution  of 
the  societies  which  have  recently  arisen  in  the 
West  of  England,  and  have  consequently  been 
always  caUed  Unitarian,  is  distinguished  by  the 
same  characteristics; — their  faith  is  also  the  sauic 
as  that  of  the  older  congregations;  it  was  both 
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natural  and  proper  that  llic  zeal  which  led  them  to 
secede  from  Trmitarian  woiship^  should  alao  lead 
them  to  adopt  the  appellation  most  decidedly  ex- 
presaiTe  of  the  grcnmds  of  their  secession ;  all«  how- 
even  who  hold  th^  leading  doctrines,  whether 
caBed  Presbyterian,  Unitarian,  or  General  Baptist, 
associate  with  perfect  harmony,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  but  one  branch  of  the  Christian 
churcli. 

The  following  pages  will  scarcely  be  perused  by 
many  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  doctrines 
alluded  to.  Some  reader,  however,  may  repeat  the 
exclamation  made  a  few  years  since,  by  a  venera- 
ble Lord  Chancellor,  "  I  should  be  glad  to  be  in- 
formed what  a  Unitarian  is  1  shall  therefore 
state  the  leading  articles  of  our  faith, — concluding 
with  the  words  of  Dr.  Taylor— one  oi  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination. 

We  believe  that  it  is  life  eternal  to  know  the  only 
true  God  and  Jesos  Christ  whom  he  has  sent.  We 
believe  that  God  is  the  Merciful  and  Impartial 
Parent  of  mankind,  and  ever  ready  to  give  good 
things  to  those  who  ask  for  them.  We  believe  that 
He  is  the  One  Supreme  Being,  whom  we  are  com- 
manded to  worriiip  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  and  that 
in  ofiering  our  adorations  to  Him  alone,  we  humbly 

*  Speoch  ol  the  Earl  of  £IdoD,  in  the  llouiie  of  Lords. 
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follow  the  example  and  obey  the  instructioiis  of 
Christ  himself.  We  believe  in  the  Holy  Spixit-*- 
meaning  thereby  those  miraculous  endowments 
and  inspirations  which  dwelt  without  measure  ia 
Jesus,  and  in  different  measures  in  the  Apostles, 
also  those  various  degrees  of  power  and  wisdom 
which  good  men  of  all  ages  have  derived  I Vom  their 
ordinary  communion  with  God.  We  believe  that 
to  love  the  JLord  our  God  with  all  our  hearts  and 
our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance; that  although  faith  and  hope  are  im* 
speakahly  valuable,  charity  is  greater  still;  and 
that  we  ought  to  aim  constantly  at  being  one  with 
Christ,  and  with  our  fellow -disciples  in  the  same 
manner  as  Christ  was  one  with  the  Father.  ''What 
the  Scriptures  reveal"  (says  Dr.  Taylor*)  "concern- 
ing the  Son  of  God,  we  acknowledge  and  believe. 
We  own  him  in  ail  his  offices  of  profit,  priest^ 
and  king,  as  the  one  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  our  Advocate  and  Intercessor,  the  surety  of  a 
better  covenant,  the  Captain  and  Author  of  our 
Salvation*  the  only  name  under  heaven  by  which 
we  can  be  saved,  and  who  can  save  to  the  utter- 
most. We  are  assured  of  his  incarnation,  death, 
resurrection*  ascension  to  heaven,  where  he  is  at  the 

*  Defeaoe  of  the  ComiiMni  Righti  of  Chriitiani,  fink  publisbed  in  1737, 
aad  rqiablislMl  liy  the  Britidi  and  fonign  Unitariui  ABMwiatkm  in  1S29. 
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right  hand  of  (jod,  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a 
Saviour,  and  from  whence  he  will  come  at  the  great 
day  to  judge  both  the  living  and  the  dead.  We 
belicfre  all  that  he  hath  himself  reported,  whether 
by  his  own  month  or  the  mouth  of  his  holy  apos- 
tles^  concerning  his  person,  nature,  perfectioii.%  his 
offices  and  works.  We  take  him  as  he  is  described 
in  revelation;  we  change  nothing  of  the  gospel; 
designedly  and  knowingly  we  add  nothing,  we 
fiminish  nothing,  but  leave  every  thing  to  stand 
just  as  it  is  in  the  word  of  God." 

I  have  already  confessed  that  I  desire  the  weiiare 
of  the  churches  maintaining  these  doctrines.  Whe- 
ther I  have  allowed  this  circumstance  to  influence 
unduly  the  following  narratives,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
determine.  One  thing  is  certain ; — ^if  I  had  hoped 
to  convey  a  favourable  idea  of  the  energy  of  our 
body,  or  of  its  numerical  strength,  I  must  soon  have 
laid  down  my  pen  in  despair.  I  readily  admit  that 
although  there  has  been  a  general  improvement  in 
oftr  congregations  within  the  last  few  years,  a  faith- 
ful rtnicw  of  their  history,  in  point  of  numbers,  is 
&r  from  gratifying.  It  appeared  to  me  that  this 
&ct  was  not  sufhciently  borne  in  mind  by  Unita- 
tarians  themselTes, — ^that  they  peculiarly  required 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  history  of  these  societies 
—with  the  causes  of  their  original  prosjicrity  and 
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their  sabisequeiit  decline — with  the  means  whiefa 
have  been  employed  where  a  revival  has  been  pro* 
duced,  or  where  a  depression  continues.  Setting 
aside  the  general  value  of  such  recoids,  I  could 
not  avoid  hoping  that  a  calm  review  of  the  changes 
which  have  occurred  during  a  period  of  one  hundred 
and  hfty  years^  would  excite  many  useful  redecLions 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  the  care  of  the 
present  congregations,  and  who  are  desirous  of  wi^ 
nessing — ^not  the  progress  of  sectarian  opinions, 
not  the  increase  of  party  eeal  and  party  influeno^ 
but  the  advancement  of  truth,  freedom,  knowledge, 
virtue,  charity,  holiness,— all  that  can  devite  tfaa 
human  character  and  increase  the  sum  of  human 
happiness.  It  was  no  question  vrith  me,  which  was 
preferable — quietness  or  anxiety — satisfaction  with 
what  we  are,  or  seriousness  as  to  what  we  ought  to 
be — ^forgetfiilness  of  our  actual  eondition,  or  the 
risk  of  incurring  new  rtpi oaches  respecting  it  from 
those  who  are  too  liable  to  forget  the  difficulties  we 
have  had  to  encounter.  Surely  the  members  of  our 
societies  should  often  have  their  better  feeliiigs 
awakened,  their  noblest  energies  called  into  exer- 
cise, by  being  reminded  that  they  have  espoused 
principles  of  the  highest  value — ^principles  which 
affect  their  consciences,  their  religious  improvement, 
their  usefulness  in  this  world,  and  tJneir  salvation  ia 
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llie  next — principleB  for  the  sake  of  which  their 
Ifcefadieffs  gladly  remained  in  the  humblest  sta^ 

tionSj — nay,  often  subiuitted  to  fines,  imprisonment, 
exile,  and  death.  Bspecially  should  the  younger 
branches  of  our  communities  be  furnished  with  an 
impfolae  to  the  consistent  imitation  of  the  examples 
of  th^ii  anoestors ; — ^Dissent  is  not  illegal^  but  it  is 
unfiuhknaUe;— 'UnitaTianism  cannot  be  put  down 
the  Civil  Magistrate,  but  it  often  is  by  the  arm 

of  Prejudice; — a  steady  adherence  to  virtue  does 

net  mibject  a  man  to  ridicule  as  a  Puritan  or  a 

fioundiiead,  but  it  frequently  prevents  his  elevation 
to  a  spliere  of  honour  and  useftdness; — ^what^  there* 
fore,  can  be  more  necessary  than  to  inspire  those 
on  whmn  the  future  wdftre  of  our  churches  must 
depend,  with  that  holy  firmness  which  would  prove 
theni  to  be  worthy  of  their  descent  and  uf  the  cauiie 
ceaunitted  to  their  care ! 

It  is  not  necessary  to  shew  how  compatible  this 
course  of  acting  is  with  perfect  charity  towards  those 
who  di&r  from  us.  My  readers  will  be  ready  to 
admi^  ihat  there  is  much  in  the  proceedings  of  our 
feUow-christians  of  other  denominations,  particularly 
in  their  earnest  attempts  to  promote  a  knowledge 
of  the  €h»p^  which  deserves  onr  warmest  admi- 
ration. The  memoirs  in  this  volume  amply  testify 
to  Ae  learning,  the  forkitode,  the  active  benevolence. 
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the  cuiiipicheiibive  charity,  and  the  never-failing 
piety,  of  many  pastors  whose  laith  we  regaid  as 
very  different  from  that  first  delivered  to  the  saints. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  on  some  subjeeto,  (I 
allude  more  especially  to  the  tyranny  of  the  High- 
Church  party,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  Dissenters 
during  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts,)  my  language  has 
been  bUong ;  but  I  may  confidently  ask  the  candid 
reader — was  there  not  a  cause  ?  Is  it  possible 
for  one  who  believes  that  all  established  churciies 
are  nnscriptural, — ^that  no  government  is  authorised 
to  assimie  the  power  of  Christ  and  declare  in  its 
own  words  what  the  national  belief  shall  be, — that 
even  in  the  present  day,  hjrpocrisy,  and  woitldly 
ambiiiuu,  and  unchristian  jealousy,  are  continually 
promoted  by  the  exclusive  patronage  of  one  sect 
and  the  virtual  puniisiiment  of  all  the  rest; — ^is  it 
possible  for  one  who  believes  all  this,  to  write 
calmly  of  the  daring  spiritual  usurpations  of  the 
seventeenth  century?  Who  does  not  know  that 
many  members  of  the  Church  of  England  itself 
now  look  back  upon  those  usurpations  with  indig- 
nant feelings?  Who  does  not  know  that  one  of  the 
clearest  manifestations  of  the  recent  unparalleled 
progress  of  the  human  mind,  is  the  increase  among 
all  parties  of  genuine  Christian  liberality  ?  Man- 
kind are  rapidly  discovering  that  in  religious 
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matters  each  must  judge  for  himself  and  be  judged 
only  by  his  Maker,  and  that  it  is  the  part  of  duty 
to  admire  knowledge  and  genius,  truth  and  virtue^ 
wherever  they  may  be  found.  The  truly  enlight- 
ened Christian  does  not  rejoice  in  the  possession  of 
a  mere  sectarian  literature;  he  bends  with  delight 
over  the  page  of  wisdom,  whether  in  the  works  of 
Cbanning,  or  Robert  Hall,  or  Doddridge,  or  Fene- 
lim,  or  Jeremy  Taylor.  And  although  even  among 
those  Epij^cupalians  and  Noiicoufonnists,  Trinita- 
rians and  Unitarians,  who  have  drank  most  largely 
of  the  spirit  of  their  common  Master,  there  are  yet 
great  diversities  of  opinion,  they  stiU,  in  their  re- 
spective spheres,  reverence  more  and  more  the 
inalienable  rights  of  conscience,  and  accelerate  the 
period  when  all  men  will  stand  iGast  in  the  Uberl; 
wherewiUi  Christ  hath  made  them  free. 

I  have  now  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to 
the  friends  who  have  bo  kindly  assisted  me«  My 
warmest  thanks  are  due  to  Walter  Wilson,  Esq.,  of 
this  city,  the  author  of  the  History  of  the  London 
Dissenting  Churches.  1  am  also  largely  indebted 
for  the  loan  of  some  valuable  papers  to  my  relative, 
the  liev.  W.  H.  Murch,  Theological  Tutor  of  the 
Baptist  College,  Stepney.  I  have  peculiar  pleasure 
iu  thus  stating,  that  a  large  and  valuable  part  of  the 
original  information  in  these  pages  was  afforded 

b 


Digitized  by  Google 


xviii 


PREFACE. 


me  tbrough  the  kindness  of  two  gentlemen  of  "  or- 
thodox" denominations.  The  reader  will  perceive 
how  much  aid  1  have  derived  t'lom  the  Monthly 
Repository,  the  Christian  Reformer,  and  the  Unita- 
rian Chronicle  ;  to  each  of  the  respected  Editors 
I  am  under  many  obligations.  I  have  frequently 
referred  to  the  contributions  of  my  friends  in  the 
West  of  England ;  but  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  again 
mentioning  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Yeates,  as  the  corr^ 
aj^oudent  ou  whose  time  1  have  most  frequently 
trespassed^  Nor  must  I  omit  to  state  that  the  re- 
quests lor  information  which  I  have  addressed  to 
ehapel -wardens,  congregational  committees,  and 
ministers  in  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  have 
been  replied  to  with  great  advantage  to  the  work. 

If,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  this  attempt  should 
appear  serviceable  tu  the  cause  of  truth,  and  meet 
with  a  sufficiently  favourable  reception,  I  shall 
indulge  the  hope  of  employing,  at  some  future  time, 
the  materials  I  have  collected  for  histories  of  con- 
gregations in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Portland  Place,  Bath, 
Nov,  10,  1835. 
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GLOUCESTER 


This  respectable  city  is  situated  in  the  Vale  of  dlourester,  on  ti 
gentle  einitjein-e,  rising"  on  f  hr  ea*;!  <'n\v  from  the  ri\cr  Severn.  The 
honour  of  founding  it  is  due  to  the  Britons,  who  named  it  Caer  Gloew, 
tlie  appellation  by  which  it  U  yet  distinguished  in  Wales }  and  Alfred 
of  Bereriey  mentions  it  as  one  of  the  twenty-eight  cities  erected  by 
tiiem  previoii!^  to  the  Roman  luTasion.  Caer  Oloew  aignifiet  the 
Fifirem  of  G1.0BW. 

Henry  the  Bighth  by  letten  potent,  dated  September  the  third. 
V64\,  and  afterwaidi  confirmed  by  act  of  parUament,  erected  the  dty 
of  Gkncetter,  the  connty  of  that  city,  and  all  the  county  of  Glouceater/ 
into  a  bishopric,  with  a  dean  and  chapter,  by  the  name  of  the  diocese 
of  Oloncester.  The  church  appointed  for  fhe  cathedral  of  the  new 
fee  was  that  beh>nging  to  the  Abb^,  founded  by  Wolphere,  fiiat 
Christian  kin&f  of  Mercia,  imd  Ethelred,  his  brother  and  successor, 
bet^reen  tlie  )ears  680  and  682.  Tliis  niuifniticent  structure  combines 
many  interesting  specimens  of  Saxon,  ISurnian,  and  English  architec- 
ture; and  particularly  of  tlie  latter. 

In  the  city  and  suburbs  of  Glonrostor  were  lonm  i  lv  elcvi  11  parochial 
churches,  but  those  only  of  ISt.  Michael,  St.  Mary  de  C'rypt,  St. 
Nicholas,  St.  Mary  de  Lode,  St.  John's,  and  St.  Aldate  are  now  stand- 
ing; the  remainder  having  been  either  destroyed  at  the  liege  in  1643, 
or  since  taken  down. — Brayley  and  Britton. 

IVipuktion  in  1811,-8181;  in  1821,-9744;  in  1831,^11,933. 
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BARTON  STR£E1^  CHAPEL. 


Thb  city  of  Gloucester  is  distinguished  in  the 

annals  of  Unitaridnism,  as  one  of  the  first  places  in 
which  its  doctrines  were  revived.  Here  lived  the 
celebrated  John  Bidle»  and  here,  nearly  two  cen- 
turies ago,  **  he  perceived  (bays  his  biographer)  that 
the  comnum  doctrine  conceming  the  Holy  Trinity 
wac  uot  grounded  in  Revelatiou,  nriich  less  in  Rea- 
son.''* In  the  year  1644,  while  Ming  the  honour- 
able office  of  master  of  the  Crypt  Grammar  School, 
he  was  accused  of  heresy  before  the  magistrates  of 
the  city, — which  accusation  he  answered  by  exhibit- 
ing in  writing  a  confession  of  his  faith  in  "One  In- 
finite and  Almighty  Essence,  called  God/*  and  in 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  as  truly  God,"  in  conse^ 
queuce  of  his  union  with  him.  As  he  professed  his 
belief  in  only  one  person  in  the  Godhead*  many 
suspicions  of  his  orthodoxy  were  still  entertained, 
and  eighteen  months  aflerwarc|^  he  was  coumuiied  to 

*  8m  a  abort  moouiiI  of  Um  **ttfe  oTloluiBiai^  If JL,  Miaietfme  oC 
M i|Mn  HtU.  0»mih'*  pntod  lo  mm  of  big  ^lofki.  lUt  iatmrtias 
awndr  appcAn  In  a  wanXi  quMrlo  volonM^  now  nid^mtwillH  containing 
A  few  valuable  trMtitM  on  ib«  doctrines  of  Unitarianum,  one  of  which 
WM  puMinh,  .!  nn  rnrly  (u  the  y^mx  1648.  Soe,  dao,  Toulmm'i  Life  of 
BU!lt\  TliiN  ujthor  has  not  tn^nr^PrfMl  his  reason  for  cht'.ni^Tng  the dtho- 
graphy  ot  the  iiam«,   lu  the  origioai  lilt  it  is  iavarWy  Bidle. 
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the  common  prison  on  the  charge  of  havrng  denied, 
both  in  writing  and  conversation^  the  Deity  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

From  this  time  John  Bidle  became  more  earnest 
in  his  inquiries  after  truths  and  more  fearless  in  his 
avowal  of  die  restdts.  He  was  released,  however^ 
after  a  confinement  of  six  months,  on  giving  security 
for  his  appearance  before  the  Parliament  in  London. 
Thkher  lie  was  summoned,  by  that  body,  in  April, 
1647 ;  and  notwithstanding  their  denunciations 
agabist  the  spiritual  tyranny  of  the  Church  of  En- 
gland, they  treated  this  dissenter  from  their  own 
doctrines  with  more  than  episcopal  rigour  *  Bat 
before  his  departure  for  London^  and  probably  du- 
ring the  whole  of  his  future  life,  his  exertions  and 
sufferings*  which  were  increased  in  importance  bj 
his  great  learning  and  unblemished  character,  pro- 
duced a  considerable  efifect  in  Gloucester.  We  are 
toldf  that  while  he  was  under  bail  for  his  appear- 

•  While  the  Prcshyterians  were  in  power,  they  were  ccrtaiuly  not  the 
friends  of  true  religious  liberty.  It  waii  nut  until  they  liad  suffered  many 
yean  finn  fii«da(vi?allanctf  tfaeiigliliof  oanidMiee,f^ 
for  toknCkm.  The  trntment  ot  Bidle  fully  bean  out  the  aoooont  given 
by  Bmne,  of  die  tendenqr  to  set  tq^  penecuting  principles  in  the  pre- 
eeitaig  jeer.  "Nothing  was  etlended  willi  mere  universal  scandal  then 
the  propensity  of  many  in  the  paiHament  towards  a  toleration  of  the  pro* 
teitant  'octarics.  The  Presbytorians  excluiiiu  rl  that  thi"  indulgence  made 
the  church  of  Christ  resemble  Noah's  ark,  and  rentlci  c d  it  a  reroptaclc  for 
all  unclean  beasts.  They  iimsted  that  the  leaj^t  ol  C  lirist's  truths  was 
superior  to  ail  political  coiujiderationts.  They  maintained  the  eternal  obli- 
gttion  imposed  by  the  covenant  to  extirpate  heresy  and  schism.  And 
ttey  menaced  ell  their  opponents  with  the  same  rigid  persecution  under 
nMcii  they  fheosdvee  had  groaned,  when  held  in  sutijectloo  by  the  hie- 
rMy."— HvMB'e  History  of  England*  Vol.  vil.  p.  71. 

f  Wood's  AtheniB  Ozoniensis,  Vol.  ii.  p.  300,  and  Lindbit'b  Historical 
View  of  the  State  of  the  Unitarian  Doctrine  and  Worship,  p.  126. 
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anee  before  the  P^rUament,  Archbisfaoip  Usher,  who 

happened  to  be  travelling  through  Gloucester  in  his 
way  to  London^  **  having  before  heard  of  him*  spoke 
to  and  use^l  him  with  all  fairness  and  pity,  as  well 
as  with  strength  of  argument,  to  Cimvince  hint  of 
his  dangerous  error."*  The  historian,  however,  adds 
an  obi>ervatioii  which  couve)8  an  idea  of  coarse  ill- 
nature  and  delennined  prejudice  rather  than  of 
"feimess  and  strength  of  argument" — ^"teDing  him 
(he  says)  that  either  he  (BiilK  )  was  in  a  danmable 
error,  or  ehie  that  the  whole  Church  of  Chiisft»  iriio 
iiad  in  all  ages  worshiped  the  Hoi)  Ghost,  had  been 
guilty  of  idolatry/* 

Although  this  noble-minded  man  widety  difiised 
sentiments  unfavourable  to  established  customs  and 
opinions,  the  Barton  Street  congregiation  cannot  be 
haid  to  owe  its  origin  to  him.  It  was  form^, 
by  a  singular  coincidence,  in  the  year  of  his 
death,  1662,  and  was  identified  from  the  first  with 
that  greater  and  uioru  glurioub  cauM  of  Nonconfor- 
mity, of  whose  birth  he  lived  just  long  enough  to 
hear.  As  he  languished  within  the  walls  of  his 
dijiigeon,  he  was  gladdened  by  tb  ■  tidings  that,  in 
«ir«fy  |Mirt  of  the  kingdom,  hundreds  of  inous  wmA 
U:*ft.*fi  r.-r.i.Tterij  w^rc  j  rcj  xuing  to  suffer  in  conse- 
^  tA  the  Act  of  L  nitormitv !  Great  was  lus 
*ty/^,r*<r^n:eni  to  close  his  troubled  pilgrimage 
*•  *r.  "1.-:  } raver  of  the  agcii  Simoon  upon  his  lips; 

imfx^ble  that  such  a  man  could  avoid 
)^'^^.  '.Tz  "hat  the  prinnplcs  he  had  advocated. 
^^^^        •?3\>  and  evil  io::guc^   wiHud  be  ulti* 


Digitized  by  Google 


OLOUCB8TSR 


nolely  fbrwafded  by  the  evente  of  the  evei^memo* 

rable  Bartholomew  Day. 
The  cause  of  Nonconfonnity  at  Gloucester  was 

founded  by  two  ministers  who  originally  belonged 
k>  the  Church  of  England.*  One  was  Dr.  increase 
Mather,  a  native  of  Dorchester  in  New  England,  but 
connected  by  education  and  relationship  with  this 
country  and  Ireland.  He  came  to  Gloucester^  from 
the  island  of  Guernsey,  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
of  Mr.  orbcs,  who  was  a  preacher  at  the  Cathedral ; 
and  thither  be  returned  again  a  short  time  beforsr 
the  Restoration.  The  usurpations  which  followed 
that  event  obliged  him  to  go  back  to  his  native  land, 
where  he  resisted  successfully  the  measures  of  the 
infatuated  Stewarts,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  honourable  ministerial  labours.  Short  as 
was  the  tunc  of  liis  residence  at  Gloucester,  lie  pro- 
bably proved  himself  efficient  in  fostering  that  love 
<ff  liberty,  both  civil  and  religious,  which  the  inh»> 
bitant^  of  the  city  mauifested  on  several  trying  oc- 
casions during  the  struggles  of  that  period.  Theif 
bold  and  successful  resistance  of  the  Royal  army, 
ui  the  year  1642,  indicates  that  they  were  attached 
to  Pre8b3rterianism  even  then ;  there  being  few  ia^ 
stances  of  such  resistance,  in  which  the  preference 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Parliamentary  forces  for  this 
form  of  chunsh  government  was  not  heartily  shared 
by  thobe  who  enlisted  under  their  banners. 

•  Nonconfoi  trusts  Mt  niorial,  Vol.  i.  p.  540,  edition  of  1776.  To  tbl9 
tdmun  all  my  subsequent  lefcicnccb       be  made. 
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The  other  miaister  was  Mr.  James  Foiim,  who 

was  ejected  from  the  Cathedral  hy  the  Act  of  Uni- 
formity, The  church  to  which  he  had  preached  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  his  own  converts,  made  during  a 
ministry  of  six  years.  At  first  he  laboured  privately 
after  his  ejectment;  but  as  all  attempts  to  induce  faitt 
to  conform  entirely  failed^  he  was  soon  interrupted 
by  harassing  and  expensive  persecutions.  On  one  oc- 
casion he  was  committed  to  Chepstow  Castle,  where 
he  was  long  confined  in  a  strait  and  dark  room ;  and 
while  pursuing  his  pastoral  labours  after  his  di^ 
charge^  he  was  subject  to  several  imprisonments. 
The  penalty  of  one  act  on  which  he  was  indicted 
was  imprisonment  for  a  year ;  of  another,  the  pay- 
ment  of  twenty  pounds  a  month ;  and  of  another, 
perpetual  banishment  from  his  country  or  death. 
He  was  at  length  excommunicated,  and  the  writ  de 
capiendo  was  out  against  him.  At  the  time  of  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth's  rebellion  he  retired  to  Enfield, 
but  was  afterwards  recalled  and  allowed  to  labour 
once  more  among  his  own  people.  The  present 
chapel  in  Barton  Street  was  erected  for  his  use,  in 
the  year  1699 ;  he  continued  to  preach  in  it  imtil 
the  year  1712,  when  he  died,  having  been  connect^ 
ed  with  the  congregation  fifty-eight  years.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  a  vault  in  the  chapel,  at 
the  foot  of  the  pulpit,  and  under  a  black  slab,  which 
is  concealed  by  the  platform  on  which  the  commu- 
nion table  stands.  On  this  slab  is  the  following 
inscription :  — 
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SB   VlDMtM    CflBIBTI    MmiBTBR^   BT  TkBTIS   VlBITAVIS  XT 

Pacis  EyAMOsucjB  iBQUB  STUDtostTs.  Obiit  31  Maii,  Anno 
MDOOXn.  iBTATis  LXXXm 


Mr.  Forbes  had  several  assistants  towards  the 

was  Mr.  John  Beynold«« 
wbo  was  «t  OloQcester  from  1706  to  1708,  when  he 
xmaved  to  Shrewsbury.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
DenbsBi^  who  became  the  pastor  on  the  death  of  Mr« 

Forbes,  and  was  ordained  at  Gloucester  in  1713. 
iiine  years  afierwardiif»  Mr.^Denham  removed  to 
London,  and  the  congregation  elected  Mr.  Jeiemiah 

Xidcombe  ,who  also  removed  to  London,  after  filling 


III 

officialed,  for  some  time  after  his  removal,  as  min* 
ister  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation  then  meeting 
in  Gravel  Lane,  Hound8ditch;t  and  Mr.  Tidcombe 
wab  pastor  of  a  congregation  at  Radcliffe  Cross,  and 
afternoon  preacher  at  Salters*  HaU4  The  next 
minist^  was  Mr.  Richard  Addey,  from  Kingswood, 
Wdts.,  who  continued  with  the  congregation  till 
his  death,  in  1739.  They  were  then  destitute  twelve 
months,  and  at  length  chose  Dr.  Hodge,  who  was 
educated  at  Taunton  under  Mr.  Uenry  Grove. 
Before  he  settled  at  Gloucester  he  was  the  minister 
fit  a  congregation  at  Deal,  in  Kent;  in  1749  be  ac- 

*  Commimicated,  vdih  other  particulars,  by  the  Rev.  G.  6.  Brock. 

t  Wilson's  Hiatory  of  Dissenting  Omrchcs  in  London,  Vol.  i.  p.  397. — 
My  plan  doc»  not  include,  for  ub\  inns  reasons,  distinct  memoirs  of  all  the 
ministers.  Of  those  ronccnun)^'  w  lioni  full  particulars  are  not  given, there 
will  \h  fihfirt  notices.«iii  the  historical  parts  of  the  work. 

I  Wilauu  8  lli«t.,  Vol.  ii.  p.  i^. 
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(  ( })t(il  an  invitatioii  to  Buooeed  Dr*  Groevenor  at 

CiohI)^  Square,  London.*  At  the  commencement 
of  hU  ministry  at  Glouoe6ter»  the  register  of  bap- 
trnms  belonginor  t4>  the  chapel  was  begun ;  and  from 
iUiu  houYvc  wc  learn  that  he  was  followed,  in  the 
y«*ar  176K  by  Mr.  Dickenson;  the  congregation 

hoviuf";  boon  snppliod  in  the  interval  by  various 
minintrriit  imrticuiariy  by  Mr.  ETans,  of  Bridge- 
noHh.  and  Mr.  Pany,  of  Cirencester.  Mr.  Dicken* 
houh  muno  npponrs  in  the  register  until  the  close  of 
Iho  yiHir  1784»  when  he  became  infirm^  and  the  con- 
mr^uiuMt  I  h  V  as  his  a&sistant  Mr.  Tremlett,  who 
ivmovixl  bototY  the  death  of  the  pastor,  which  oo- 
mrriHl  in  17^  The  subsequent  ministers  have 
bm^ — Mr,  Aubn^w  now  of  Swansea,  who  remained 
at  Ghnnx^ler  seventeen  Tears;  Mr.  Browne,  late  ct 
Hath,  who  was  the  minister  nine  3Pears;  Mr.  Asdey, 
uow  v^f  Shrtn\sbui\,  who  left  at  ihe  ^id  of  five 
>««ar« ;  am)  Mr.  Brock*  who  settled  here  on  his 
l^wUhiui*  bis  coxirso  of  t\b..  .i;;.  :;  .  r  ihe  Rev.  H. 
At  hm.  \\(  Kxoicr.  Beiwwn  ihe  retirement  of  Mr. 
Bit>wne  ami  the  elecit^Hi  of  Mr,  A^stler.  the  chapd 
>v.4n  vl\>><xl  lf\>r  Ixvo  viN^rs,  vvr.M<.kr*bie  i^paii^  being 
mvi>t^r\^  am)  the  <k;ml«  being  ivquiitd  to  acc€ni» 
pliiA  tht'in. 

nuiiilvr*      iW  mvu  *\  li4\e  vaiicvi  consider 
rahk  at  ditfci>»)t  |vno^)?t.    In  the  time  of  Mr. 
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Forbes  and  Mr.  Denham  they  were  large,  there 

being  no  other  Dissenting  place  of  worship  in  the 
dty.  The  Independent  chapel  was  built  soon  after 
the  choice  of  Mr.  Dcnhain,  on  which  occasiou  a 
separation  took  place.  Mr.  John  Alexander  wae 
the  first  minister  of  the  new  society.  The  worship- 
ers in  the  old  chapei  had  a  considerable  majority ; 
in  1715,  Mr.  Denham  had  400  hearers*  and  Mr« 
Alexander  260.^  At  the  time  of  the  division,  the 
scceders  secretly  removed  a  valuable  theological 
library*  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Forbes  for  the  use  of 
his  succ^sors  at  the  Presbyterian  chapel.  Both 
the  late  and  the  present  Independent  ministers  have 
fiilly  recognised  the  right  of  their  brethren  in  Bar> 
ton  Street  to  this  important  legacy ;  and  an  attempt 
has  been  made,  though  without  success,  to  recover 
it,  and  fulfil  the  liberal  intentions  of  the  donor  by 
making  it  of  general  utility .f  At  the  same  time 
four  silver  cups*  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Forbes  for  the 
use  of  the  chapel,  in  the  administration  of  the  Lord  b 
Supper,  were  carried  off  also;  these  were  in  use 
until  lately  at  the  Independent  chapel ;  an  applica- 
tion was  made  for  their  restoration,  but  no  reply 
was  given.  The  minister's  house,  which  forms  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  place  of  worsliip  in  Barton 
Street,  did  not  happen  to  be  moveable,  and  therefore 

•  Mr.  WDM**  MS& 

t  After  providing  npedaUy  for  the  use  of  the  books  by  his  sucoeasors  at 
Buton  Street*  Mr.  Fiorbee  empowered  the  Trustees  "  to  lend  one  book  et 
a  lime  to  any  of  the  ^otcatant  Dissenting  Ministers  living  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  ur  to  any  of  the  Protestant  Dissenting  congregation  in  the 
city  o{  Gloucester.** 
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ranained  in  the  pcmession  of  the  eriginal  congre- 
gation. This  building  has  an  antique  appearance, 
and  mm  probaUy  built  soon  after  the  chapeL 
There  is  a  small  tuJowment,  the  trust-deed  of 
which,  as  well  as  of  the  chapeU  is  dnim  in  the 
most  liberal  terms.  No  creed  is  imposed  upon  the 
parties  asfiembling  in  this  house  of  pravCT;  they  are 
merely  required  to  be  ''his  Majefitj*s  Protestant 
subjects  dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England." 
The  cause  of  the  secession  does  not  a^iear.  Mr. 
Denham  was  probably  more  liberal  than  the  sees- 
ders  uibhed  him  to  be.  Dx.  Hodge  wa^  an  Arian; 
of  the  opinions  of  his  predeeeesots  we  have  no  bh 
formation ;  after  his  death  the  congregation  gradn- 
allv  became  Unitarian. 

I  have  stated  that  the  chapel  was  built  in  1699. 
Like  many  others  of  that  pcricxl,  it  is  situated  seve- 
ral yards  from  the  street.  With  the  exertion  of  a 
part  of  the  roof  it  is  concealed  by  a  bri^  waflL  in 
which  is  the  outer  entrance  gate,  and  which  is 
parallel  with  the  houses  of  thestreet  The  exterior 
of  the  building  is  very  plain  and  presents  no  pre- 
possessing appearance  having  a  vestiy  standing  on 
one  side  in  front,  and  projecting  forward  like  a 
solitary  wing.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  erect  ano- 
ther vestry  or  school-room  to  correspond  with  it; 
and  afterwards  to  throw  down  the  outer  wall,  place 
fMilisades  in  its  stead,  and  thus  render  the  chapel 
more  conspicuous.  The  interior  possesses  an  air 
of  antiquity  ;  gallenes  oc(  upy  three  sides,  and  the 
^mlpit,  crowned  with  a  massive  mounding  board. 
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stands  against  the  fourth.  At  the  foot  of  the  pulpit 
is  a  reading  desk,  and  below  this  a  handaome 
commuuioii  table  with  a  marble  slab.  In  the 
gallery*  opposite  the  entrance,  is  a  small  organ. 

The  devotional  services  are  aided  by  the  Reformed 
Liturgy>  and  a  selection  of  hymns  printed  for  the 
congregation,  under  the  superintendance  of  Mr. 
Astiey.  In  the  winter  months  lectures  are  de- 
liraed,  which  are  well  attended*  and  haye  been  the 
means  of  exciting  a  spirit  of  inquiry  in  Gloucester 
and  the  neighbourhood.  The  congregation  now 
consists  of  about  a  hundred  persons,  among  whom 
are  the  descendants  of  some  of  the  most  ancient 
fiunilies  in  the  city, — the  original  supporters  of  Pro- 
testant dissent  and  the  firm  friends  of  religious 
truth.  At  the  back  of  the  chapel  is  a  small  Imrial- 
ground.  The  resting  places  of  many  are  indicated 
by  gravestoueb  and  raised  tombs,  with  suitable 
inscriptions. 

James  Forbes,  M.A  

John  Reynolds   

John  Dsvham   

JbrsmUh  Tidcombb  

RiCBARD  AD0BT  

John  Hodge,  D.D  

John  Dh  kknson   

John  Trsmlstt  

Richard  Aubrry  

Thbophilus  Browne,  M.A 

RlCBARD  ASTLRY   

Gsoros  Brow.vr  Brock  . . 


1662—1712. 
170f)— 1708. 
1709^1722. 
17»-173L 
1731—1739. 
1740— J  74y. 
1751—1796. 
1784—1795. 
1797—1814. 
1815—1884. 
1828^1831. 
1831. 
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Increase  Mather,  D.  D. — Dr.  Mather's  oonnexloQ  wiili 
GkmoMter  requires  the  imertioD  of  a  few  psrticiilan  of  hie 
meliil  and  eventM  life. 

He  was  the  youngest  s<tii  of  Kichard  Mather,  why  went  to 
New  England  in  1636,  when  he  could  no  ItJiiger  exercise  his 
ministry  conscientiously  in  bis  native  country.  Increase  was 
placed,  for  his  academical  education,  first  at  Harvard  College, 
and  afterwards  at  TVInit/  College,  Dublin,  in  which  citjr  hb 
eldest  hroliher  was  a  minister.  His  fint  settlement  was  at  Great 
Torriii^ton,  in  Devonshire,  the  parish  of  the  learned  and  excel- 
lent John  Howe :  here  he  wad  near  another  brother,  Nathaniel 
Mather,  then  minister  at  Barnstaple.  On  Mr.  Howe's  return 
to  Torrington  in  1059,  after  Richard  Cromwell  qnitted  the  Pro- 
tectorship, the  subject  of  this  memoir  accepted  an  inritatioo 
from  Colonel  Bingrhain,  Governor  of  Guernsey,  to  pn  ach  in  that 
island.  He  reui;iiiiLd  there  some  time  before  he  removed  to 
Gloucester,  and  there  he  was  again  stationed  several  years  af- 
terwards, when  General  Monk  carried  round  a  paper  to  be 
ngned,  declaring  that  ''the  times  then  were  and  would  be 
happy."  This  paper  Mather  would  not  sign ;  and  on  the  ap- 
puintraent  of  another  governor,  finding  it  necessary  to  conform 
or  lose  his  place,  he  came  to  England,  to  be  exposed  to  fresh 
temptations,  and  to  resist  them  with  equal  steadiness.  Here, 
though  he  was  offered  a  living  of  some  hundreds  a  year,  if  he 
would  forsake  his  prindplee,  he  chose  rather  to  trust  to  God's 
providence ;  he  therefore  sailed  for  New  England  to  join  his 
aged  father,  and  was  soon  settled  in  the  New  Chiurch,  in  the 
north  part  of  Boston.* 

Mr.  Mather  often  dietingnished  himself  in  America  as  a  warm 
Mend  of  libertj.  In  1683,  Charles  the  Seoond  required  fixnn 
the  inhabitants  of  New  England,  a  full  submission  of  their 
charter  to  his  pleasure.  On  this  the  freemen  of  Boston  met ; 
the  pastor  of  the  New  Church  was  present ;  he  publicly  declared 
against  their  having   a  hand  in  their  own  ruin,"  and  persuaded 

*  Noncon.  Mem.*  VoL  1.  p.  540. 
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Aon  rfttlier  to  leave  tkdmaelveg  in  the  hands  of  Ood,  and  rab- 
sit  to  Ida  pbaanra  in  a  ftlthful  dlnoharga  of  thdr  duty.  The 
question  wa«  carried  m  the  nej^tivp,  unantraonsh'  ;  and  this 
deciffion  had  c(Maidemble  iuflueiicc  ou  tkc  country  at  large* 
Whan  Janea  the  Seoond  pnbliehad  hie  declaratioa  £or  liberty  of 
eooaeiaiice^  Bfatfaar  waa  eenl  to  England  with  addieasea  of 
dMnki  to  him  frooi  eevml  oongregadone.  Remainingr  in  thia 
tuuiitry  until  after  the  revolution,  he  was  of  great  use  in  obtain- 
iug  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  g()\  ernor,  and  ihe  grant  of  a 
ntw  charter  with  additional  privileges  for  his  fellow-ottiaenB* 
Soon  after  his  retnm  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  general  simim 
Hj  of  the  pminoe,  and  the  speaker  of  the  honse  of  representa- 
tives pnUielj  letomed  Um  tkftnhsy  ior  his  ftithM  and  indefiiti- 
gsble  services. 

He  now  returned  to  the  care  of  hia  church,  and  of  tlie  college 
of  which  lie  was  piesident.  About  this  time  he  was  created 
Doetor  in  Divinity.  In  1701  he  resigned  hia  office  in  the 
eoUege^  becanse  the  general  assembly  required  the  president  to 
reside  at  Cambridge.  He  continned  preaching  to  his  beloved 
people  at  i>*j»tou,  and  reached  the  age  of  eighty  before  hi«  intel- 
lectual fiMyqlti^  appeared  to  lose  their  vigour.  Ue  died  in 
1729^  in  the  anas  of  his  eldest  son^  and  waa  honoved  by  hia 
ehnreh  with  a  greater  fnnend  than  had  ever  been  seen  in  those 
parte.  His  fnneral  sermon  was  preaehed  by  Mr,  Foxeroft ;  and 
the  miiiiriterH  uf  Boston  coudcjlcd  with  his  church,  in  his  own 
palpity  for  nine  or  ten  weeks  successively. 

The  Nonconlbrmists'  Memorial  has  a  list  of  eighty-iive 
wiafay  ehiefly  pamphlets,  published  by  this  celebrated  man. 
Besides  the  naoal  snigeets  of  a  minister's  publications,  we  find 
diseonrses  on  Comets — ^Earthquakes — ^Tlie  Stormy  Winds — 
The  Troubles  of  New  England  and  "  Whether  a  man  may 
marry  two  sisters.'*  The  names  of  hia  descendants  are  well 
known  to  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  religion  of  the  Nsw 
World  as  dioee  of  men  who  have  filled  prominent  and  useftil 
offices  ui  her  colleges  and  churches. 
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JAim  POftBiSy  M,  A.— nil  gMUkawm  m  s  meailMr  of 

Master  ot'  Arts  nt  EiUnbtirvrli,  iie  spent  s>mc  time  ar  Oxford. 
FttU  o*'  fk€{\\  ho  w;^  e^uiit^F  dtpt^a^ms  that  Gv^i  w^oold  choose 
far  kim  a  iBe6il  st«tioo,  act!  hk  BiinUtry  to  the  eaBver«>ioti 
«r«oiiib.   Not bto^  MtkM  vMi «  which  w €iM 

%»Un»k>  m  Ml  to      crtMnl  at  GkiMalav 
Idbwtdl  vidi  rrMit  iMccmk       wi^  90  meli  m1  Ikaft  he  was 
in  vi^n^rtT  ot'  :>biorrruui^  hi*  at^f,     Afrer  his  eje^^tment,,  and 
whiie  ht"  cimtiuii^  ta>  «iuibt«>  pn\-atel  v-  amoo^  his  people.  Dr. 

Mil*  oiftrtiw  IP  Iw  i»  oaafcim         povm  ikat  wme^ 

ikM-ntk>tt^  in  th*  aorouat  of  tbt  cccfrwaioii.  These  ako 
iuWd  awWtte  ht?  iiTtiK'bwT'.?  ":S»rrr  He  steaJilv  per- 
H^tui  iu  hW  dip««ymia«ikm  to  WT*'*^*^>iTi  a  ccvkscxeoce  Toid  of 
Dwi^  Hi»  >Miir  |m  %^  h»  gfc,  iibr  tfct  etUhMi 
«M«HI  ct  T^AmAm,  Mr,  FcvW  Ccrt4  m  fan  «i  1  iMrfiit  at 
Olom<Hi>.  ^iw^T       la*  He  wm  s  ptov, 
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ke  conlimied  to  hold  untn  Deoember  1793^  mhtn  he  )md 
a  pwwpwtotkm  to  th«  v{«mg«  of  Hinton,  in  the  oovnty  of  Cam- 

bridsro.  While  perfonuing  the  quiet  duties  of  a  parish  priest, 
he  Ibuud  time  for  a  more  careful  and  diiigeat  studj  of  the  iScrip- 
tares  thaa  he  had  previoasly  been  aUe  to  engage  in.  Inti- 
Mol/  aeqiMdated  with  the  original  hingnagiefl^  well  skilled  ia 
the  art  of  critieiamy  and  ardently  devoted  to  the  pamiii  of 
iiadi,  he  soon  saw  reason  to  believe  that  the  Trinitj,  the  Deity 
of  Christ,  aud  other  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  England  were 
unscripturai.  As  soon  as  hht  conversion  to  Unitarian  Christi- 
anity was  settled^  he  perceived  that  there  wae  but  one  comae 
for  him  to  pozene;  he  resolved  to  give  np  hie  preferment^  re- 
linqpiah  hia  connexion  with  the  Eatabliahment,  and  unite 
himself  with  a  body  of  Christians  in  whose  service  ho  could 
enjoy  perfect  freedom.  Vet  to  carry  thin  it\Hv>lutiuu  into  effect 
probably  codt  him  »  severe  struggle ;  his  lot  iu  life  was  linked 
with  that  of  a  lady  who  waa  or  had  been,  like  himself^ »  conaci- 
enliooa  member  <tf  the  Chnroh ;  and  a  man  of  his  abilities  and 
aeqmfenients  might  have  fidily  calculated  on  attaining  a  higher 
rank  in  (he  Establishment  than  that  of  vicar  of  a  country 
parlbh. 

Nothing,  however,  led  Mr.  Browne  to  waver  iu  lus  nghteons 
determination.  The  cireumstanee  being  known,  aboat  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1800  he  received  an  invitation  from  the 
Unitarian  society  at  Warminster.  This  he  accepted,  and  con- 
tinued to  officiate  as  their  miuisicr  seven  ^'ears.  He  then 
went  to  York  to  fill  the  office  of  classical  tutor  at  the  Manches- 
ter College.  His  next  situation  was  in  the  Octagon  Chapel, 
Norwidi^  where  he  remained  about  two  years.  He  afterwards 
offidated  snccesnvely  at  Coogleton,  Chester  aud  Gloucester; 
at  the  two  former  places  his  ministrations  were  short;  at  the 
hitter  he  remained  eight  years  from  1815  to  1823.  From 
this  time  Mr.  Browne  resided  in  Bath  as  a  private  individual, 
only  preaching  when  his  services  were  sought  for  by  ministers 
in  the  nmghbonriiood.  Bnt  the  close  of  his  life  was  hr 
from  being  marked  by  inactivity;  his  means  of  usefhhiess, 

C 


Digitized  by  Google 


18 


QIiOlfOBSTBR. 


wbifili  lie  retftined  to  tbe  last,  h&  diUgentlj  emplojcd ;  he  wm 
pardeiilafly  attentire  to  the  poor,  eaid  earaeellj  derime  of  re- 

lieving  both  their  terapoml  and  spiritual  wants.    At  the  time 
oJ  lii.^  (if  Hth  he  was  president  of  tbc  Bath  Mechanics*'  Institution, 
in  which  society  he  had  becu  au  occasional  lectorer,  and  in 
^onaeikm  with  which  he  formed  BCveraldaeMce  of  y 001^ 
to  whom  he  oommimieeted  Mblioal  ee  well  as  genend  knowk^e. 

Mr.  Browne  was  the  avthor  of  ^^Seleetions  from  the  Old 
aiid  New  Testament,"  and  u  Sermon  on  the  Necessity  of  an 
Improved  V^ersion  of  the  Scriptures.  He  compiled  a  Liiturgy 
and  edited  ^'Kueaell's  Devotional  Addresses"  ;  <'a  Volume  of 
Poethnmone  Sermone  hy  Dr.  Toulmtny"  and  ^  Meet  perte  of 
Melttolh'e  Great  Cooeem  of  a  ReHgioas  lift." 

Ifis  last  illnem  was  of  iHmt  duration ;  he  preaehed  at  the 
Bath  Unitarian  chapel,  in  the  ubsence  of  the  pastor,  aboul  a 
fortnight  before  his  death,  which  occurred  May  20,  183^,  in  the 
72nd  year  of  his  age.  His  remains  were  interred  at  Ljncomb, 
near  Bath,  in  the  tame  vank  with  thoee  of  hie  wife,  oanied 
tUmer  hat  a  ft>w  months  pfwioiisly** 

•  ChriiCiaD  BeibnMr,  N.8.,  YoL  tt.  p.  506. 


Digitized  by 


CH£LT£NHAM 


Tbis  fiuMonable  toim  it  mppoMd  to  bate  derifed  its  name  from 
Ike  Titer  Cbilt,  whidi  flows  pest  it  on  tbe  toiiCh  side. 

Hw  Spring;  or  Spt  as  it  is  caUed  hj  wijr  of  &tiiicdoii,  was  first 
Botieed  to  possess  medicioal  pivperties  in  the  year  1716. 

Since  Hiat  dme  Ibe  bnildingt  hmt  progresmvely  improved^  Mil  in 
sfpeanaee  and  nrnnbcr.  Tlie  first  Master  of  Ceremonies  in  tUa 
pbee  was  appointed  in  17B0. 

The  situation  of  Cheltenham  is  extremely  pleasant ;  on  the  south 
and  west  it  is  open  to  the  vale,  but  f»ii  the  north-eaflt  ii  is  sheltered  by 
the  immense  amphitheatre  formed  by  the  Cotswold  HilU. 

Popuiatioo  in  ^26;  in  1821,-13^;  in  1831,--22^. 
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The  origin  of  this  congreij^ation  is  recent; — it 
has,  however,  assumed  a  permanent  appearance, 
which  requires  a  short  account  of  it  to  be  given  in 
this  work. 

A  few  years  since,  Mr.  Furber,  an  intelligent 
tradesman,  of  the  Unitarian  denomination,  removed 
from  Bath  to  Cheltenham.  Deeply  feeling  the 
want  of  the  advantages  he  had  been  accustomed  to 

enjoy,  as  a  member  of  a  congregation  of  worsliipers 
of  one  Grod  the  jb'ather,  he  resolved  to  do  what  he 
could  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

His  first  attempt  was  made  in  the  month  of 
August  1832.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Furber,  their  eldest 
son,  and  two  other  persons  then  a8seml)led  in  an 
upper  room  to  commence  public  worship  on  Unitar 
rian  principles.  They  had,  for  some  time,  only  a 
morning  service,  but  as  their  proceedings  became 
known  their  number  increased,  and  they  were  soon 
encouraged  to  occupy  a  much  larger  room  on  the 
grouiid  floor  and  to  conduct  two  services. 

The  duty  of  officiating  devolved  on  Mr.  Furber. 
He  regularly  read  to  the  little  flock  such  discourses 
as  were  most  suitable  to  their  circumstances.  In 
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order  to  strengthen  their  own  faith  and  inlbrm 
the  minds  of  candid  inquirers,  he  frequently  select- 
ed the  sermons  of  Dr.  Priestley,  Dr.  Channing, 
Hr.  £elshain,  Mr.  Aspland,  Mr.  Fox,  and  other 
eminent  ministers.    Again  the  hearers  increased; 

Kcvera]  liiirlily  intelligent  individuals,  pcnnaiieutly 
residing  in  Cheltenham,  became  members  of  the 
society ;  and  a  few  influential  visitors  occasionally 
came  and  worshiped,  and  made  useful  presents  of 
iMNiejr  and  books. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1884,  they  were  joined 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  previously  resided  in 
Wales,  and  there  rendered  valuable  litefary  aid 
to  the  cause  of  Unitarian isni.  They  then  deemed 
it  advisable  to  engage,  if  possible,  some  large  public 
room,  and  at  length  succeeded  in  securing  for 
dieir  use  on  the  Lords  day,  a  room  in  Albion 
Street,  occupied  in  the  week  by  the  members  of  the 
Mechanics'  Institution.  This  is  a  modem  building; 
the  situation  is  central  and  the  entrance  good ;  there 
is  an  air  of  neatness  and  cheerfulness  in  the  room 
which  renders  it  unusually  atti-active.  It  was 
opened  on  Sunday  March  22nd,  1835,  by  the  Kev. 
6.  B.  Brock,  of  Gloucester.^  Mr.  Furbe^  still 
oihciutes,  and  still  has  the  pleasure  of  seeing  himtieif 
rewarded  for  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  he  has  made 
by  an  increasing  attendance.  That  he  has  made 
sacrifices  will  be  easily  believed  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  he  is  a  tradesman,  and  that  there  are  few 
places  in  which  the  advocacy  of  what  arc  called 

•  ChrUtiau  Refoiuai,  N.S.  Vol.  ii.  ji.  284. 
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EvangeUeal  sentiments  and  the  opposition  to  the 
progress  of  Unitarianism  are  more  strenuouj$  thiui 
at  Cheltenham. 

The  present  number  of  worshipers  (August,  1835) 
i8«  on  the  average,  about  fifty.  One  pleasuig 
promise  of  stability  and  earnestness  is  the  fomiBlioD 
of  a  Sunduy-schooi.  Several  Unitarian  ministers 
of  the  district  have  occasionally  assisted  Mr.  Fur- 
bur,  and  a  plan  has  been  proposed  for  rendering 
him  their  aid  more  frequently.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  six  or  eight  ministers  might  mriertake 
to  preach  at  Cheltenham^  two  Sundays  each^  during 
the  season^  and^  by  invitiiig  the  attention  of  the 
public  on  one  part  of  the  day  to  their  views  id 
divine  truth,  excite  yet  greater  interest  in  the  wet 
iare  of  the  congregation.  In  reply  to  this  sugges- 
tion, Mr.  Furber  wrote  to  the  friend  who  offered  it, 
"your  plan  for  affording  us  a  certain  supply  of 
efficient  ministers  is  highly  desirable^  and  from  the 
promises  which  have  been  made  to  us,  as  well  as 
the  past  liberality  of  the  supporters  of  what  we 
deem  Gospel  truth  in  this  place,  I  have  no  doubt 
.we  should  succeed  in  providing  the  necessary  funds 
for  defraying  the  expenses." 

Should  this  plan  be  acted  upon  it  will  probably 
prepare  the  way  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel,  and 
the  settlement  of  a  stated  minister. 
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"CiRSNCistsa  b  distant  tUrty-dat  miiM  eMtwd  from  Bristol, 
«m1  tfefrtyjthree  from  Butli;  ddilgr4bar  westward  ftvm  Oxford,  and 
Hwalaait  aoutb-MA  from  Qlouoeater.'* 

"  It  stands  on  the  river  or  CW fi,  or  Obnji,  whkh  we  now  caU 
the  €9liir%  and  takes  ita  name  from  that  river." 

^Theie  b  a  great  deal  of  trmvelluif  through  Greocester  from  tlm 
■orlhm  to  the  western  parts  of  England,  and  from  Bath  and  Bristol 
to  London,  throuirh  Oxford  and  Abingdon.** 

**  Thi;!  is  called  an  ancient  city,  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
some  persons,  of  so  high  antiquity  us  to  iuivc  been  built  by  the  Britons 
before  the  Roirm?i  invHiion.** 

*' The  beautiful  Roman  pavements,  the  .-(luarc  stones  with  Pont. 
Max.,  and  other  inscriptions  upon  thetn,  the  liouian  coins,  rings,  and 
intaglios  which  have  been  found  here  in  such  abundance,  all  hear 
testimony  to  the  ancient  grandeur  of  this  place." 

"There  have  been  three  parish  churches  in  Cirencester;  one  dedicated 
to  St.  Cecilia,  which  was  entirely  down  in  Iceland's  time;  the  church 
of  St  Lawrenee  ia  stiH  atan^g,  but  now  converted  into  small  tene- 
mcAlB.  The  Hiird  is  «he  piMent  parish  chmreh,  dedicated  to  8t.  John 
the  Evangelist.  It  is  a  laige  and  beautilul  building,  consisting  of  tlie 
nave,  two  laige  aisles,  and  five  cbapds."— Ruodbr. 

Topulatioa  in  I8ll^--4540i  b  1831,-4987;  1831,-6420. 
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OLD  DISSENTING  CHAPEL 

» 

'I'liiM  ccMigregatioD  was  formed  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Clh'K<)rv»  who  was  ejected  from  the  living  of  Ciren- 
vt  hlcr  I))  tlic  Act  of  Ihiiforinity.  He  had  a  deep 
Mcniic  of  the  practical  ralue  of  the  principles  for 
Whioh  ho  HufTiM  tul ;  and,  dcvmini?  it  right  to  obey 
(Soil  rather  thau  inaiu  he  continued  }>reachiug  to 
hiM  iidhmnita  after  his  ejectment.  But  at  length 
ihr  I'lve-Mile  art  drove  him  uway ;  and  the  people- 
to  whom  he  had  ministered,  were  left  to  maintain 
tlieir  eotiKiKteney  without  the  aid  of  a  pastor. 

It  was  «t»f  Kuig,  however,  before  ilu  v  were  again 
KtitheriHi  ti^ther  imder  a  minister  of  their  choiee. 
There  aio  traeos  of  the  existence  of  a  Di.->t:;iiiig 
plaee  of  wor^hip^  with  a  $iateil  uunistry,  at  the  earli- 
wl  )>en^H)  allowed  by  law.  Tradition  infbrraa  us  tbat 
the  lV>b\toriarivN  w  ore  iu  |x»4isei^sion  of  a  bouse  of 
prayer  in  when  most  of  the  inhabitants  of 

the  town  wen^  i^rtimn^j  of  the  Siuarts,  We  are 
further  tolvi.  that«  during  a  cimtiict  which  took  place 
bere^  at  this  period,  seirral  |vr«<m$  with  diawn 
swords  were  staii cr.rd  near  ibe  nuviing^house  to 
piwat  iu  dcmoliiion,  and  that  two  of  the  swoids 
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are  now  in  poHseHsion  of  a  member  of  tlio  society.* 
It  h  certain  that  the  Dissenters  at  Cirencester  were 
exposed  to  considerable  danger  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution.  By  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort a  vehement  opposition  was  got  up  against  the 
Prince  of  Orange ;  Lord  Lovelace,  then  on  his  way 
to  join  the  Prince,  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  the 
comity  militia,  made  prisoner,  and  carried  to 
Gloucester  goal ;  blootl  was  also  shed,  the  captain 
of  the  troop  and  his  son  being  killed  on  the  spot. 

The  successor  of  Hr.  Gregory  in  the  pastoral 
office  was  Mr.  lieeby.  All  that  1  can  learn  con- 
cerning him  is^  that  he  spent  here  the  few  last  years 
of  his  life.  The  next  minister  was  Mr.  Stephen 
Worth,  the  son  of  a  minister  who  was  ejected  from 
£ilsby,  in  Northamptonshire,  f  Mr.  Worth  was 
settled  at  Cirencester  at  the  time  of  his  fathers 
deaths  which  probably  occurred  at  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Keeling,  who  removed  hither  from  Salisbury.  In 
bis  time  Ibe  congregation  amounted  to  six  hun- 
dred. He  died  in  1724.  J  The  congregation  then 
elected  Mr*  Skinner  Smith,  who,  after  remaining 
three  years,  removed  to  Abingdon,  and  was  followed 
at  Cirencester  by  Mr.  John  Evans.  To  the  latter, 
the  society  is  indebted  for  the  first  regular  entry  of 
baptisms,  which  he  commenced  in  1730.  There  is 
one  entry,  as  early  as  the  year  1727,  made  by  Mr. 
Tidcombe,  who  probably  visited  the  congregation 

*  Cdmrnnnicatod  liy  ft  native  of  Cirenceiter. 

t  Ndacon.  Mem.,  VoL  ii.  p.  230.        t  Mr.  Witaon'  M8S. 
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horn  (rloocester,  during  the  interval  of  Mr,  Kee- 

Lijig'b  romoval  aud  Mr.  Smuii  s  election. 

Ffom  this  tefpe^er  we  are  enabled  to  ui£er  the 
dates  of  the  election  and  removal  of  the  other  min- 
kiers,  Willi  tolerable  accuracy.*  Mr.  Evans^  cau- 
oeming  whom  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any 
further  informaUoD,  remaii^Ld  here  till  1742,  when 
he  diecL  and  was  succeeded  hy  Mr.  f  any.  Of  this 
genttanan  and  hk  snceenor»  Mr.  Crabht^  short 
memoirs  will  be  giveu.  DuriDg  their  ummtry^  and 
puticuiarlj  that  of  Hr«  Jfmj»  the  congregalion 
was  numerous;  a;ui  aiiiuiig  i^^  members  were  several 
influcniial  persons.  On  the  removal  of  Mr.  Crabb 
they  were  ministered  to  fiur  a  short  time  by  Mr. 
Cogan*  Weil  known  a^  the  ei^uUueior  for  man}  j  ears 
of  a  large  classical  school  at  Waithamstow^  and 
the  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation  in 
that  jUacc.  Mr.  Cocran  removed  in  1789.  The 
next  minister  was  Mr.  Kings*  who  lesigned  the 
|vi»storal  offict*  alnnit  the  year  1^03,  aud  J:ed  in 
1H)9,  after  a  long  and  painfid  illness.  Ue  was 
interred  in  the  biurial-irnmnd :  the  inacriptian  over 
Iii5i  grav^^  itii  highK  lunu>«!ral  le  ta  his  memory.  Mr. 
Kinga  waa  cueeeedcd  by  Mr.  Fij,  who  removed  to 
KiiMenuinster  in  ISl^T,  md  i^ill  livt^  there;  Mr. 
Uoll,  the  i^rtiralars  of  whc^  life  will  appear 
among  our  bic^r.  .hical  notices^:  Mr«  Read  and 
Mr.  Dixcii.  1*1. o  tach  rvnvain^  only  eiie  \ear;  and, 
h^Viy,  Mr.  F.  Uoi^DiVL  whi^  was  ch«K€n  in 

*  I  U  '         X  4kJka^•Jb^<^  iliw  iksi£:!4C«»  at  lit,  a  mm  :wMiciw  ct 
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The  present  number  of  worshipers,  though 
smaller  than  it  was  many  years  since^  is  not  dis- 
couraging. I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  how 
long  Unitarian  sentiments  have  been  entertained  by 
this  societjr.  Ail  the  ministers  of  whose  writings 
or  opinions  we  have  any  knowkdge  were  Antitrini- 
tartaos.  The  ehapel  is  an  ancient  structure^  large 
and  commodious.  The  earliest  date  in  the  borial* 
ground  is  1750.  Among  the  monumental  inscri]> 
tions  of  interest  are  those  on  the  tombs  oi  John 
Smith,  £sq.»  formerly  of  Aylesbury,  Bucks.,  and 
Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Kaston  Grey,  Wilts.,  both 
Justices  of  the  Peace.  The  inscription  on  Mr. 
Kings*  gravestone  is  as  follows: 

Sacsid  to  thb  mbhoet  of  thb  Rkt.  John  Kings, 

roa  MANY  TNAR8  A  RB8PBCTKD  MlNlSTBR 
OF  THI9  CoK«BB0ATI0N; 
Hb  held  a  DISTINGVISHBD  RANK  AMONO  HIS  BRBTURBN 
FOR  BIS  BSrSNSIVB  LBARNINO  AND  BXCBtitiBNT  VKDBRBTANDUIO. 

He  was  possbssbo  of  an  accvratb  judonbnt,  thb  fvrbst 

principles  of  integrity,  a  if  bart  warmed  by  obnuikb  piety, 

tiik  most  cokcl  lia tiuly  am)  amiable  maxnkks. 
After  a  long  and  painki  l  illness  he  died,  most  oeloveu 

and  lamented  UY  TilOSB  WlIU  KNEW  HIM  BEST, 

On  February  4, 1809, 

IN  THB  61tt  YBAR  OF  BIS  AGB. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  stone  is  the  following  : 

Al.80  IN  NBMORT  OF 

Hannah,  hie  wife  an!>  relict  of  thb  Rbv.  Jomm  Kings; 

WHO  DIED  illh  2.>lll  HAY  OF  FEBRUARY,  1820, 
IK  AN  UyJNBIilu  U0PI6  OF  A  .lOYFI  L  REM  UliLt flON  AT  THB 

LAHJ  DAY. 
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Albxandkr  Grbooet   1062—1005. 

  BCfiBT   

Stsprsn  Worth  

John  Kekling    — 1726. 

Skinxkr  Smith   173»» 

John  Evans    1742. 

JO6H0A  Parhy    17-1^1776. 

Habakkuk  Crabb   1776 — 1787. 

Elikzkr  COGAN   JTS^i — )781). 

John  Kings   i7iM>— 1803. 

HicHAkD  Fry   isiXi— )S07. 

Jamrs  Holt    1^)08—1817. 

John  Rrad    1817—1818. 

.\NTHONT  Dixon    1819—1820. 

FKKDKRICK   Ho.»lI:KlELL>   li^20. 


I  Ki  1m  V  Ai.KXAXDKR  Gregory  was  *.  iie  of  tljo*e  ministers 
riill^nl  tlie  Country*  Triers.  When  the  king's  armv  bt'^ieged 
iMrrnoosler^  A  eMmou-baU  lell  upon  the  boose  where  he  lived, 
Willie  ho  wilt  al  prmyer.  The  honae  was  miieh  injiiredy  hut 
hi»  vnui  Wimdorfull  V  i^rsserved.  When  the  town  ooaU  hold  ool 
lit)  lni»nor»  1u\  in  ooiw|^ny  with  a  frii  nd,  tried  to  make  an  escape. 
<  )uo  i\\  iho  lvin>;  s  soUUorh  purt.u<."d  them,  and  •jiiickl  v  killocl 
hia  < M»u»|»iu>iou  .  h\\{  thougb  the  soldier  lan  at  Viyn  sevenil  limes 
lu>  UN  oIiIihI  him,  and  feceived  no  hum.  He  wm  Ibivod  from 
h)«  iwn>le,  when  the  town  ww  taken  hjr  the  hing'«  annj^and 
when  the  war  was  at  an  end,  aeukd  at  another  phce  at  some 
dielanre*  On  the  eameet  solicitaiiou  oi  ou'.  iriomU  at  Cireu- 
cmtor,  hp  n'tnrned  to  iLcm.  and  continued  lul  thecCMuiDg  out  ul 
the  Aei  o(  Tuifurmiiv,  tbongh  his  Kniefice  there  was  of  conside- 
rably Ices  value  than  the  other.   He  wm  mnch  solicited  to  con- 
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form,  hy  a  person  al  Uial  time  in  power,  who  aiguified  to  bim 

that  his  80  (loin*r  wonid  he  very  acceptahle  to  his  ratijesty,  who 
wits  iiicliiifKl  t(j  prefer  him,  niul  would  resent  his  non-compliauce. 
But  Mr»  Gregor/  ooold  not  satisfy  his  ooogcieiice,  and  drew  up 
m  fMLper,  eontauung  tbe  reaaona  of  bis  nooooufomat/,  which  he 
aeni  to  the  paraon  who  feolicsitad  ium.  In  bla  laat  aaimon  in 
pdnlie  he  told  lua  flock,  that  though  he  ahoiild  be  deprived  of  hia 
benelice,  which  was  u\  \  th;it  he  and  his  family  had  to  «»ihi*i8t  on,  he 
would  jret  coutiuue  to  minister  to  them  m  long  as  the  govern- 
ment woold  aufifer  him.  But  at  last  the  Five-Mile  act  luvoed 
him  nway,  and  he  removed  to  Minehin^hamptmiy  where  he 
Ihuahed  hia  oQioae  not  long  after.  On  taldng  leave  of  hia  friends, 
he  told  some  with  whom  he  was  most  intimate  that  he  should 
see  their  laces  no  more ;  and  it  happened  accordingly.  He  waa 
a  very  humble,  serious,  and  affectiouate  preacher.  Hi^  unwea- 
ried Inbonrs  had  great  anoceaa.  He  kept  np  a  weekly  leotnre 
every  Tneadnj ;  and  on  Thnndayain  the  aftemoonhe  cateoUaed 
in  lua  own  honae^  taking  great  care  not  to  diaoonrage  anoh  aa 
were  hiishful  or  had  bud  memories  ;  for  whom  he  was  so  much 
couc4imcd,  that  he  would  ofteu  tuilow  them  to  their  owu  houses, 
even  die  meanest  in  bis  parish,  to  give  them  private  inatrnc- 
tion  in  a  plain  and  fiuniliar  waj.* 

The  Rev.  Joshua  Parry. — Scanty  as  my  materials  are,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  giving  a  distinet  memoir  of  Mr.  P^y.  He 

was  iso  highly  esteemed  ff>r  his  talents  and  character,  and  so 
long  connected  with  the  congregation  at  Cirencester,  that  even 
a  short  aeoomit  of  him  will  be  acceptable  to  ray  readers.  I 
liave  not  been  able  to  find  liia  name  among  the  varions  lists  of 
atadenta  in  Dissenting  academies,  nor  can  I  ascertain  whether 
be  was  settled  as  minister  in  any  place  prior  to  his  invitation  to 
Cirencester.  Here  he  remnined  thirty -four  years.  The  last 
entry  of  baptisms  made  by  him  was  in  the  year  177(>;  and  in 
tlie  same  year  hia  remains  were  deposited  in  the  burial-gronnd 

*  NmMMn.  Men.»  VoL  i.  p.  632. 
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htUm^bng  to  the  ecnff^gt/Ogm  ci  wlaadk  be  lad  been  ibft  UIM 
Mid  b«1or«d  mlnliter.  Tbtn  ii  iieirti«r  a  lottb  nor  to  iiweri|»- 

flmi,  but  the  hj«ii  in  indicated  by  a  plain  roueh  stone,  which  is 
well  knowa  to  b€5  the  protector  of  "Mr.  Parry  s  g^nive."  He 
likDMl^  homwvVf  M  »  Uuting  memorial  of  hia  Ubml  seatiiiients 
and  bU  nmMnam  at  a  pMebtr,  in  ■eventesn  Mrmons  wbicfa 
vara  poblMiid  allar  Ut  daalb.  Tbej  ara  dMcribed  m  lb» 
Monthly  Uf^viow  for  as  «<very  semlble  and  anbntlBd 

nisrmnnn,  Itr^  Hthin^^  ii  wariu  uiid  aflfectioMnto  Rpirit  of  rational 
f>iitty  and  t'Uriitian  benevolaoce."  "Their  original  aim  (sayn 
tha  iothor  of  Ih*  priftaa)  waa  principaUj  to  impcaas  the  beait, 
la  a  warm  aad  foralbla  manuary  witb  tmtbs  of  aalauywiadged 
praH^eal  importanea,"  •  •  •«and  it  iaraieerely  hoped  Ihatlhef 
Will  n*»t  hi^  piTUflf^d  in  vain,  although  they  must  necessarily  lose 
mwU  oi  their  euurgy,  from  being  unaccoiDpanied  by  that  ner- 
VQOt  omttMTjr  with  which  they  wera  originally  pronoonoed." 

Mr.  Pirrj'i  lOoUtjr  waa  highly  valued  by  many  wfao  did  not 
balong  to  bit  aommanion ;  ha  waa  boiMraredy  more  yutlSad»Ay, 
for  mtiTiy  yoare,  with  the  fHmdBhip  of  Eail  fiatbnrst,  of  OeUay 
l^irk,  11*  iir  ( 'irpnccmtor.  Hr  left  two  soni,  one  of  whum  Dr.  C. 
Hi  Parr/i  wan  well  known  uh  uu  eminent  physician  at  Bath,  and 
long  oonneoted  with  the  Presbyterian  oongregatioa  in  that  cHjr  r 
a]ao  a  dangbter,  married  to  Sir  Beijandn  Hobbonae,  Bart.»  botb 
membara  Ibr  many  yean  of  the  aame  aodetj.  Dr.  Ptorry  waa 
named  aAer  Caleb  Hillier,  Esq.,  a  zealous  and  libeml  benefactor 
to  the  Dissenting  intori«i  at  ( 'ironcester.  The  present  Sir 
Edward  Parry,  the  arclie  navigutur,  and  Dr.  Charles  Parr/,  of 
Batby  are  giandaona  of  the  anbjeet  of  tbia  memoir. 


The  Rev.  Habakkuk  Ceabb  waa  bom  at  Wattiafield,  in 
Suffolk^  in  the  year  1750.  Bminently  ptona  and  reepeotable 
waa  the  cbaiaeter  of  bis  parents.  His  father  was  bred  to  no 
bosiness,  and  liveii  ou  his  pateruiii  lurtnne  till  he  had  »even 

•  Vol.  Uix.  p.  444. 
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okMran,  ^Mk  the  proepecl  cf  •  ML  inomsiiig  iamilj.  Hieii^ 

judgiug  it  his  (lutj  to  provide,  by  some  ntlicr  luc.itis,  fur  his 
nomerons  ofi'spriug,  he  farmed  one  of  his  own  estates,  aud  made 
malt  for  ilw  London  market  The  familjrmtbeeqneiitljr  inuraMd 
iK^iUUfli^  of  wlwm  the  aoljeol  of  thwmfliiiak  jauagBtt 
h9t  oie.  Ho  reoeifod  bis  gMmmior  Iwrning  under  Mr.  Wallcar» 
then  minifltor  of  Fremliugham,  and  was  removed  in  1766  to 
Daventry,  where  he  pursued)  uuder  Dr.  Ashworth,  a  complete 
oomaoof  etudiea  £or  the  Christian  miuidtry.   In  aiich  u  seminm-y, 
aad  onder  noli  an  instnietory  m  warn  of  Mr.  Crabb  0  dispoaitioa 
and  Miita  ooold  not  £ul  to  nako  ooDBdeimblo  improvement 
8  >  jr  ilooa  nba  lio  of  Ibo  leaot  aboae  of  time,  or  mgnkanty  of 
disposition,  while  he  was  a  student,  that  he  kept  a  luemoran- 
dum-bouk,  iu  which  he  noted  down  huw  ea(  li  Ijoiir  of  the  day 
was  spent,  aod  what  effect  either  company,  prayers^  or  «^*"it¥>nf 
had  aa  hia  temper.  Indeed^  h»  earned  hia  ditigpnioo  lo  exoeatL 
Havng  Md  «kh  greftt  deUf^Ao  Lilaaf  Dr.  Doddddffe^le 
wM  amhiCions  of  Imilatin^  that  divine  in  Ids  •ppBeatfon  to 
blody  :  not  comsideriug  that  a  degree  of  exertion  wliich  in  one 
case  may  be  safe,  shall  in  another  prove  pcmicioui^.  For 
oHmtbivtogethery  Mr.  Crabb  roae  atibnr  im  the  monung,  and^ 
wither!  ^yer  going  abroad  for  eaceraiae^  pnnoad  hie  atatiea  till 
nddnight   Ttia  bfooght  on  eneh  nervoue  cBeordera^  aad  eo 
entirely  shook  the  fabrie  of  his  constitution,  that  ho  not  only 
became  very  ill  for  a  season,  but  was  more  or  less  an  invalid  to 
end  of  life.* 

'  in  llllf  Mr.  Cimbb»  having  finished  the  nsnal  ooome  at 
Dnventiyywaa  invited  to  aetde  at  Stiywmaiket.  Thia  invitaiioD 
he  afterwasda  accepted ;  when  it  waa  first  offered  he  eoold  not 

embrace  it,  beint:  midt  r  a  prior  engagement  to  accunipuny  his 
friend  and  feilow-studt  nt,  Thomas  Fuller,  Esq.,  on  his  travdb 
into  SooUand.   Ibat  gentleman  hononred  Mr.  Cmbb  with  par* 

•  Hce  a  memoir  prefixed  to  a  volume  of  Mr.  C  i  i  >  sermons,  by  the 
Rev.  Hugh  Worthrngton,  Jun.,  for  the  benefit  of  tlu  family  of  Mr.  Crnbb. 
The  unusiially  ion^  list  of  subscriber*,  not  only  tor  copies  of  the  work  but 
to  auins  oi  a  considcrablo  amount,  ia  an  honourable  teattmony  to  the  worth 
boA  of  Mr.  Cttlib  and  his  friends. 
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ticolar  marka  of  fiivoor  to  tbe  daj  of  bis  d«alb,  and  oontitiaed 
hifl  genermit?  to  one  of  )m  children.    After  ftiUllling  the  pas- 
toral charge  at  Stowmarkot  four  years,  various  circumstances 
iadoeed  Mm  to  remove  to  Cirencester.    Wheu  he  had  been 
there  two  ^eare,  he  married  Miw  Norman,  a  member  of  hia 
former  congregatioa.  Aa  the  carea  of  a  fiunilj  aoon  devolTod 
upon  him,  he  was  peraaaded  to  undertake  the  board  and  ednea- 
tion  of  two  young  gentlemen  of  considerable  fortune ;  bnt,  what 
is  no  uucouiuiou  case,  by  this  :?tcp  he  rather  le>yeiied  thau  aug- 
mented his  income.    l!i  !787,  with  a  view  of  better  providing 
for  hia  ehildren,  Mr.  Crabb  accepted  the  propoaal  of  hie  hroiher- 
in-hiw»  Mr.  Fenner,  to  aenat  him  in  hia  aehool  and  pulpit  at 
Devizes.   But  lus  readenee  there  was  also  short ;  in  Jannary 
1789  he  hud  a  call  from  W  .itti.slield,  the  place  of  hi.s  ii:i(i\u>', 
which  had  recently  become  Viicant  by  the  death  of  the  vcucra- 
ble  Mr.  Harmer.    Here  Mr.  Crabb's  expectations  were  again 
disappointed.   Thongh  he  was  higUj  eeteemed  by  numy  mem- 
bers of  the  soetetjt  jet,  to  others^  he  could  not  give  Batisfitcleon 
beoanse  be  preferred  soriptnnil  langnage  to  hmnan  phmees,  ou 
p^>int>!  peculiar  to  revelation.    He  therefore  prudently  rtiired, 
aud  iouiid  auu  im  a  serit^uSy  enlightened,  aud  ailectio&ate  eon* 
gregation  at  Royston,  an  as)  lorn  adapted  to  his  wishes,  where 
he  eoutinned  till  hia  death.  He  ihrst  preached  aa  a  probationer 
among  them,  Jnlj  4tb,  1790.   Bnt  in  little  more  than  four 
years  tlio  cud  of  his  labours  approached.    He  died  oa  the  2;>th 
of  December  1791. 

During  his  short  illuees,  as  long  us  the  state  of  his  intellects 
admitted^  he  discovered  a  mind  imbued  with  piety,  gratttode 
and  resignation.  He  left  behind  him  seven  orphans — the 
youngest  but  two  years  of  age ;  at  the  iHrth  of  this  child  he 
lost  his  beloved  wife.  The  bereavement  of  such  a  pariiier,  and 
concern  lor  his  motherless  children,  weiglied  heavily  ou  his 
spirits,  and  accelerated  his  end.  As  a  Christian,  Mr.  Crabb 
remarkablj  verified  the  description  of  true  religion  hy  the  Apostle 
James, — The  wisdom  which  is  from  above  is  first  pure,  then 
peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  fall  of  mercy  aud  good 


Digitized  by  Google 


ClRENCSaTBR. 


33 


frmH^  witliottt  ftunMty  and  without  h^rpocruj."  Ai  a  pastor, 
ht  flfoilljr  reapeelad  all  the  ooaditions  of  hia  flook ;  though  his 
Mimtri  and  taates  fitted  him  Ibr  the  genteelest  eireles,  ^ret  he 

never  neelected  the  poor  and  afflicted  ;  youth  mid  age,  prosperity 
and  adversity,  regularly  shared  his  visits  and  services.  As  a 
pteaeher,  without  pretending  to  eloquence,  he  univenaUj  gained 
the  attentioiL  of  hia  hearera ;  hia  pcajm  and  diaoounea  had  a 
pcfapieuona  neatneae,  aa  renujte  from  vulgaritj  on  the  one  hand 
aa  from  artificial  lahour  on  the  other. 

In  the  churchyard  at  Roy,>*toii,  on  a  gmvestone  erected  to  his 
memorjr  bjr  the  cougregatiou,  are  inscribed  the  following  lines : 

"HuSH'd  is  the  storm  of  LlfK'a  TEMPESTUOUS  DAT, 

Tht  hbart  no  Moaa  by  mortai*  akquibu  torn, 

^BRBNB  RBP08B8  WITH  ITS  KINDRBD  CLAY, 

TiLL,WAK'D  from  OBATMyTHOV  HAIL'ST  THB  BTBRKAL  MORN," 

The  Rev.  James  Holt  was  born  at  Stepney,  in  the  year 
1756.    His  parents  were  in  humble  life,  but  he  had  a  notion 
that  be  was  of  the  same  family  as  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  In 
1773^  he  was  apprenticed  to  an  engraver,  and  made  aneh  pio* 
fidencjy  that  he  earned  dx  gnineaa  per  week  hefore  the  expira- 
tion of  his  apprenticeship.   Part  of  his  earnings  being  hia  own, 
he  foond  himself,  at  this  period,  in  the  possession  of  sixty  eiii- 
neas.    Ue  bad  been  brought  up  in  the  Church  of  England,  but 
was  now  converted  to  Calviuistic  Methodism.    Yet  though  he 
attended  the  vnriooa  popular  preaehera  of  thia  olaaa,  he  after- 
wards beeame  more  sober  in  hia  views,  and  united  hioaaelf  witii 
the  Independent  Church  in  Hare  Court,  Aldersgate  Street.  By 
the  advice  of  his  pastor,  his  attention  wua  tiirneil  towjirds  the 
ministry,  and  under  his  patronage  he  entered,  in  1780,  the 
Academ/  at  Homerton,  with  the  aavings  of  hia  induaHy  in  hia 
poeket.   He  continned  here  seven  jeaia  under  the  tnitioii  of 
Mr.  (afterwards  Dr«)  Daniel  Fisher,  Dr.  Heniy  Mayo,  and  Ifr. 
(afterwards  Dr.)  Benjamin  Davies.    On  leaving  the  Academy, 
which  he  did  with  very  satisfactory  testimonials,  he  preached 
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for  a  fehort  dme  at  Bm,  In  Dorietehire.  He  was  then  for  a  fow 
monthii  at  Dorj  fitraety  St  Maiy  Axe»  London,  where  Dr. 
Savage,  and  before  him  Dr.  Watts,  had  been  minleter.   In  1789, 

he  was  at  Weymouth,  as  an  assiBtant  to  Mr.  Wilkins ;  and  after 
short  interv'als  we  find  him  at  Martock,  in  Somersetshire  ;  Crea- 
ton,  ia  NortbamptoQshire ;  and  Daventry.    Hk  peroeptible 
change  of  ophuons  might  be  one  canae  of  these  fieqnent  remo* 
vale.  After  leaving  Daventrj  he  s(joumed  widi  Presbxteflaa 
congregations  at  Flymonih  Dock  and  Dartmonfh.   At  Dart- 
mouth he  cuiiliuued  live  jears  on  a  salarj  of  thirtj-five  pounds 
per  annum,  out  of  which,  so  cconomioai  were  his  habits,  he  con- 
trived to  save  something.   About  the  year  1799,  he  removed  to 
take  charge  of  the  congregation  at  Crediton,  where  also  he  re- 
mained five  jears.  Within  this  period  he  married  Miss  Bnrton^ 
Dartmouth,  who,  dying  suddenly,  in  1806,  left  him  property 
equal  to  his  wants  for  the  remainder  oi  ills  life.    After  tliib  event 
he  resided  for  some  time  near  Xiondon,  but  was  soon  induced  to 
aooept  the  pastorship  of  the  congregatian  at  Cirencester.  In 
this,  hia  last  minialerial  oonnexiony  he  oontimied  ten  jreaza ;  at 
the  ezpiiation  of  which  he  retired  on  aooonnt  of  hie  infirmtdee 
to  Hackney,  where  he  closed  his  life  Jan.  80th,  1828,  aged  72. 
He  desired  it  to  be  recorded  on  his  tombstone,  in  the  Gravel- 
Pit  bnrial-groand.  Hackney,  that 

"  After  ten  years'  earnest,  incessant  inqviry,  iik  bbcaub 
A  DKciufio  Unitarian,  and  continued  so  invariably  until 

DkATH." 

Under  these  words  aire  the  foUowmg : — 

**His  Executors  consider  it  due  to  his  piorsLY-CHARiTAni.K 

IHIND  TO  RK(  OtlD  ALSO,  THAT  HE  HAS  BEQT^EATHEO  THE  RBSI1>1  K 
OK  A  MODERATE  ESTATE  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  StUDBNTS  FOR  THE 

Unitarian  Ministry."* 

*■  Christ  Rsf.,  O,  8^  Vol.  xiv.  p.  125. 
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«*Tn6  fmuh  coMtitMtit  tke  diriMMi  of  the  hundrc4  ot 

1lMiniba|r.  It  lies  seren  miles  north-eastward  from  Bath,  icven 
8otit1i-eaitw«rd  from  Cbippiog-Sodbury,  twdfe  and  a  half  east  from 
BriHol,  ttrty-flfa  aowth  from  Ohraeeatar*  aad  one  hundred  and  thfiae 
vcit  from  London.  It  b  ritoatad  ott  high  |;rdim^  wHli  a  fitia  healthy 
aif-.aiid  bounded  on  lihe  south  hy  abfoolc  which  dhidea  it  from  Somer- 
wtduie* 

^Tbt  ttrnn  of  Starlhfield  alanda  near  the  ndddk  of  the  pariah,  and 
eontbli  cMefly  of  one  atraet,  near  a  tidle  long^,  through  wlileh  a  tim- 

pike  rood  leada  from  London  to  Bristol.  The  business  of  making  malt 
to  supply  the  cities  of  Bath  and  Bri;>tol  was  formerly  very  great  here 
for  whidi  the  town  is  convenieiltly  sitm^ed  in  a  torn  country ;  and 
though  it  hai  been  for  some  time  decUuDg,  yet  it  is  still  pretty  cousin 
daraUe." — ^Budokr. 


&  2 
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About  the  year  1680,  Mr.  George  Seal,  who  had 
been  ejected  from  a  parish  in  South  Wales>  and  who 
had  also  been  a  schoolmaster  at  Cardiff,  became 
pastor  of  a  congregation  at  Marshlieid.*  lu  1699 
the  society  is  said  to  have  been  denominated  Inde- 
pendent, and  to  have  received  a  certifieate,  by  tliat 
name,  permitting  them  to  worship  God  in  the  house 
of  Charles  Rudder,  f  The  trust-deeds  of  later  dates 
debcribe  the  congregation  as  Independent  or  Pres- 
byterian; the  great  object,  for  many  years,  being  to 
keep  up  a  distinction  between  Conformists  and  Non- 
conformists, rather  than  between  two  classes  of 
Dissenters. 

Mr.  Sears  iiunistry  was  long  and  successful.  He 
was  at  Marshfield  in  1715,  with  three  hundred 
hearers,  t  Whether  Mr.  Rudder*8  house,  converted 
into  a  place  of  worship,  was  that  in  which  they  con- 
tinued to  meet,  or  whether  they  erected  another, 
does  not  appear.  The  society  was  sufHciently  nu- 
merous to  have  two  ministers  during  the  early  part 
of  the  last  century ;  the  names  of  Paterson,  Load, 

•  Noncon.  Mei.i.,  Vol.  ii.  p.  682.  f  Mr.  Wilson**  MSS. 

X  Manchester  Socinian  Controversy,  p.  130. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MARSUFIELD 


37 


and  iiort«  are  found  in  connexion  with  Mr.  Seal's. 
Mr.  Hort  conformed  and  became  Archbishop  of 
Tuam.  We  have  also  the  name  of  Angel  iShapiaud, 
who  died  at  Marshfield,  in  1748^  aged  67 ;  a  stone 
was  raised  to  his  memory  in  the  parish  churchyard. 

The  next  minister  was  Mr.  Evan  Thomas^  whose 
sentiments  appear  to  have  been  heterodox.*  During 
hia  rainiati) ,  the  present  meeting-house  was  built  by 
subscription;  but  not  on  the  site  of  the  old  one. 
The  following  is  the  inscription  on  the  foundation 
fttone.f 


Makshfield,  October  lf>,  1752. 
....  May  the  hi.kssino  ok  into 

AKD  His  EVERLASTlNfi  mOTECTION 
1»ERCEKD  AND  RKST  OS  THIS  FOUMJATION  STONE  ! 
r    ^IAnD  mat  it  HIBKIN  BHARB  BUT  TBB  COMMON  FATB 
}        :  OF  THB  WHOLK  SUPBBSTRUCTVRB, 

r 

^  DBStONBD  TO  BB  RAISED  THBRBON  I 

r  A  SUPSBBTAUCTUBB  INTBNDBD^ 


V*    'imV  MR  SCtflBMATlCAl,  OR  HBEBTICAI*  BBPABATlOlf, 
MOT  AS  A  80VRCB  OP  DIOOTRY  AMD  ftUPBRSTITION, 
BUT  FOR  TBB  BtTABUABMBNT  OP  PRINCIPLB8 
quiTB  THB  RBYBBSB : 
^  '        .  A  aVPBBSTRUCTURB 

'  JVUX  FOR  THR  VPHOLDIMQ  OP  MO  UMCBRIRTIAM  PACTION^ 

IN  OPPOSITION'  TO  WO  Christiam  commamd, 

IS  PEFIANCE  OF  NO  ProTESTANT  ROYAL  Al  THOEITY, 

I.,  f-1 

'  BUT  FOR  i'RUMOTINO  PURE  RKMGION, 

I  "        r  '      '  •  THW  CT.ORV  O  I    (  r  I )  It  , 

/  '  ,       AJiO  taS.  UAl'FiNfc.sb  t»F  MAMilMi; 


AND  AL80, 
A8  A  WORTHY  EFPB€T 


*  Englisb  n«8liyteria»,  p.  51. 

t  Chrifkian  Rdbrmer,  O.  S^  Vol.  ziiL  p.  172. 
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OF  TII4T  fldOmOVt  ITATUmAL  CONBTITCTION 
BY  WHICH  Wl  EM  JOT 

ovu.  Christian  Freedom  and  Liberty  ok  Conscikkc*. 
Fur  tue^e,  and  only  for  riiBttc 

SUBSTAN'TiAL  RSA80|«S, 
REST  HERE  ! 

()  Ar.spiriors  stone  I 

Fimt  AS  THS  ROCK  FROM  WHKNC£  THOU  WAUT  TAEKM» 
n^h  TIMB  SHALL  B«  NO  MOftf ! 

Built  in  the  reign  of  ovr 

GHACIOUS  SOVERCIOM 

awd  in  the  year  of  our  Lorp, 
1752. 


W.  OIiANP. 


The  spirit  af  this  inscription  indicates  that  this 

place  of  worship  was  erected  by  persons  whose  sen- 
timents were  those  of  the  Unitarians,  rather  than 
the  Trinitarians,  of  the  present  day.  However 
anxious  the  latter  are  for  th^  promotiop  of  Civil 
and  Religious  Liberty,  they  are  mere  anxious  to 
diffuse  what  they  deem  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the 
gospel.  If  the  founders  of  this  "superstructure' 
had  been  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  as  the  modem 
Independents,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  prefer- 
red recording  their  devotion,  not  merely  to  pure 
religion,  the  glory  of  Ood,  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  but  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Fall,  the 
Atonement,  and  the  Trinity.  I  say  thus  much,  as 
the  right  oi'  the  present  possessors  of  the  chapel  at 
Marshiieid  has  been  often  pubUciy  questioned  on 
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the  supposition  that  the  design  of  its  founders  was 
widely  difierent  from  that  of  the  present  possessors.^ 
All  the  successors  of  Mr.  Thomas  hitv^  been  Unita- 
rians ;  some  may  have  believed  in  the  pre-existence 
of  Christy  but  certainlj  none  paid  their  adorations 
to  the  Trinity.  These  are  historical  facts ;  and  they 
ought  to  have  all  the  weight  to  which  they  are 
entitled. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  century  the  congre- 
gation declined.  At  the  death  of  Mr.  David  Evans^ 
in  1617»  it  was  greatly  reduced.  Since  that  perifMl 
no  minister  has  remained  longer  than  three  or  four 
year^.  The  next  minister  was  Mr.  John  Evans  of 
Bristol,  author  of  "The  Ponderer,"  A  History  of 
Bristol/'  and  other  works.  He  united  the  duties  of 
a  schoolmaster  with  those  of  a  minister;  but  was, 

I  believe,  engaged  at  no  other  place  than  Marshfield 
in  the  latter  capacity.  Mr.  J  ohn  ^vaiHS  was  succeed- 
^  by  Mr.  Cr,  P.  Hinton,  from  Crediton,  who  after- 
wards  devoted  bimsejf  to  the  legal  profession^  of 
which  he  is  now  a  member,  at  BristoLf  The  so> 
ciety  was  greatly  revived  in  1825,  soon  after  the 
formation  of  a  Unitarian  Missionary  Association 
for  Somersetshire,  Gloucestershire,  and  Wiltshire. 
One  of  the  first  objects  of  the  committee  was  to 
provide  regular  religious  services  at  Marshfield,  and 
accordingly  Mr.  Henry  Hawkes,  a  Glasgow  student, 
was  engaged  tp  supply  during  hi^  rec^4        ^^  "^^ 

•  See  a  papor  in  the  KvangeHrn!  Magazine,  Vol.  xli.  p.  447. 

f  Much  ni  rh(  inforiimrion  in  this  sketch  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Uinton. 

%  C.  R.,  O.      Vol.  xii.  p.  33. 
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succeeded  by  Mr.  Samiu  1  Martiu,  who  had  been 
labouring  with  much  zeal  and  success  in  the  coun* 
tieB  of  Devon  and  Cornwall,   The  efforts  of  these 
ministerb^  under  the  Divine  blessing,  restored  the 
congregation  to  health  and  vigour ;  its  numbers  were 
much  greater  than  thej  had  been  for  many  years, 
and  several  useM  institutions  were  formed  with 
encouraging  prospects.    But  Mr.  Martin  was  called 
to  a  larger  sphere;  the  congrtgalion  again  became 
destitute  of  a  settled  minister,  and,  though  zealous 
laymen  supplied  them  for  several  years,  the  flock 
wandered  to  other  folds,  one  by  one,  until  very  few 
remained.   The  present  minister  is  Mr.  Thomas 
Adams ;  he  is  obliged  to  live  at  Bristol,  but  preaches 
at  Marshfield  every  Lord*s-day ;  his  attempts  to  re- 
vive the  society  have  been  in  some  degree  suc- 
cessful. 

Connected  with  the  chapel  is  an  interesting  burial 
ground;  the  following  inscriptions  are  found  on 

monuments  in  the  interior  oi  the  building. 

Sacrso  to  thi  umuomr  op  tbs 
Riv.  Evan  Thomas, 

MlNISTBR  09  THB  OOBFBK  IM  THtt  PLACB; 

*  Wno  both  in  preaching  and  practicb 

WAS  a  steady  friend 
and  real  ornament 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  rational  rellgiolf. 
Having  endured  a  tedious  and  severe  illnbss 
with  a  resignation  and  fortitude 
WHICH  Christianty  alonb  coujud  inspire, 

AMD  INTBORITT  alone  EXERT, 
KB  OBTAINBO  HIS  RBL8ASB  JuNE  14th,  1762, 
AOBD  65  TEARS. 
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III  MBMORT  or 

Thb  Rev.  David  Evans, 
mlnistsr  of  this  i'lace  upwahjjji  ov  forty  years: 
His  life  was  spent  iv 

TME  ACQUISITION  OF  LIBERAL  AM>  T  ^Kh  i  [.  KNOWUBOOB, 
AND  IN  THE  DUTIES  OF  HELJGION. 
Us  WAS  A  FIRM  BELIEVER  IN  CHRISTIANITY  FROM  CONVICTION,  • 
AND  IN  Hill  CIVIL  AND  RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY  LOST  A  MOST 
nALOOS  AND  BMLIOHTENED  ADVOCATE. 

Hi  dsparted  thib  lifb  4vme  14th»  1817» 

IM  TBB  67th  TIAR  OW  HI*  AOS. 


George  Seal   1680 — 

Paterson,  Load,  and  Uuht 

AMQ£L  Suapland    ^1748. 

Evan  Thomas    1748— J  762. 

Richard  Davis    1762-*1765. 

William  Hazlitt,  M.A   1765—1770. 

David  Evans   1770—1791. 

Wn.LlAM  JlLLAKD  HORT   1791 — 1796. 

David  Evans  (retomed)    1796 — 1815. 

John  Evans    1816— .1820. 

Gkobob  Pullik  Hinton   1820—1824. 

Samubl  Martin   1826—1827. 

TtiuMAb  Adams   •   1833. 


The  Rev.  John  Hort,  D.D.,  was  probably  descended  from 
Nonconformist  parents  ;  he  was  educated  in  a  Dissenting  aca- 
demy, in  London,  between  the  yean  1690  and  1695,  tinder  the 
dtreottoD  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Rowe,  at  that  time  minister  of 
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Independenit  ficngr^atm  i^t  Hfili«fihilMn'  UtIL*  Om  of 
Ills  fellow-students  «m  Dr.  Immo  Wattt,  who  mid  of  Imn  that 

he  was  the  first  genius  in  the  academy,  nv\d  aaothcr  wan  Mr. 
Samuel  Sa/^  also  well  known  in  the  religious  and  literar/  world. 

After  hie  lusademical  studies  were  finished,  be  resided  some 
tune  as  Chaplain  with  John  Hampden^  Esq.,  Mmnher  of  Pariia- 
BMntlbr  Bueloi;  and  afUrwaida  settled  as  a  DlMendag nuntBter, 
at  Marshfield.  The  time  of  his  confonnit/  to  the  Church  of 
EiiG"laTid  13  not  ascertained,  though  it  is  evident,  limt  he  was  a 
mimster  of  it  so  early  as  1708,  for  in  that  year  he  publishftd 
•  sermon  preached  at  the  Arehdeaoon's  visitatioiiat  Ajrlesburjr. 
In  the  pieeeding  jear,  be  had  printed  »  Thanksgivuig  Senaon 
on  our  Sneeessee,  from  P^.  oxUz.  8.  There  is  a  tradition 
iu  the  family,  that  he  had  ^tcjUIv  recommendtd  hiiiiself  to 
the  court  by  his  zeal  aud  ber\  ices  in  support  of  the  Hanover 
succession,  that  aa  he  scrupled  re-ordination  it  was  di^t^used 
with,  and  the  first  preferment  bestowed  on  him  was  that  of 
a  bishopriD  in  Ireland.  He  went  uito  that  kbgdom  as  chiq^lain 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  was  consecrated  bishop  of  Ferns 
and  Leigliliii,  in  I72J,  wiw  translated  to  Kilmore  and  Ardagb, 
in  1727,  and  preferred  to  the  arcUiepittcopal  see  of  Tuam, 
in  I142p  with  the  nnited  bishoprio  of  Enaghdoen,  and  like- 
wise with  libertj  to  retain  his  other  bishopric  M  Avdagh-  He 
died  in  1751,  at  a  very  advaneed  a^^e.  He  pnbtiabed  in  1758, 
at  Dublin,  a  volume  of  sermons,  in  8vo.  These  were  reprinted, 
in  Loudon,  in  1757,  with  the  addition  of  the  Visitation  Sermon 
mentioned  belure.  In  this  volume  is  a  sermon  preached  in  the 
Castle  of  Dublin,  before  the  Duke  of  Bolton,  the  Lord  loeateoaot 
of  Ireland,  after  the  snppresoon  of  the  Ptaton  rebeUion.  He 
also  published  "  Instmetioiis  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of 
Tuam,  at  the  Primary  Visitation,  July  8th,  1742/'  This,  after 
his  death,  was  reprinted  in  Londuu,  with  the  approbation  and 
consent  of  Dr.  Hort,  Canon  of  Windsor.  In  the  preface  to 
the  volume  of  sermons,  we  learn  that  for  many  yeeis  previous 

*  Southey'fi  Life  of  Watt«,  prchxr>(l  to  a  neat  cciition  of  (be  ILtyr^c 
Foeiii%  fanning  the  ninth  volume  o^  the  Sacred  Classics,  IB34. 
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to  its  appeamnc*  fnm  the  pr«M,  tlie  maAor  Wl  bttn  disabM 

ftmu  preaching  by  iui  uvtr  strain  of  the  voice  in  the  pulpit,  at 
S  time  wheu  he  Imd  a  col4«  with  «.  hoarseness,  upon  him.  The 
providence      God>  ke  wys,  having  taken  from  him  the  power 
of  diMhafgifig  that  part  of  his  apiaoopal  oAea  wittoh  oomiatad 
ia  preaohingy  he  thought  it  jncnnbent  upon  him  to  eomre j  Ua 
thonghta  and  instructions  from  the  press.    The  solemn  promise 
that  he  made  at  his  consecration,  "to  exercise  himself  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  no  h8  to  be  able  hy  them  to  teach  and  exhort 
bj  vholasome  dootrinca/'  wm  no  aniall  motive  |o  the  inidw^ 
nAiBg.  It  ^ppaan^  that  ha  kapt  up  an  eplatolaiy  coftetpoiiilfBoa 
with  Ua  ''old  friand/'  aa  ha  oalled  him,  and  ftlkMr«atiidaat»  Dr. 
Watts,  to  the  closing  period  of  the  life  of  each.    Dr.  Gibbons, 
in  the  lile  oi  the  latter,  has  preserved  a  letter  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Tnam  to  him,  dated  Dublin,  December  15,  17  13,  which  ac- 
*>iH"pt"i^  tha  charge  to  hia  eleigy.  Tha  atiaiii  of  tba  lattw  la 
ehearfid  and  piooa^  a^cpraiaiva  of  vivm^y  of  sif od,  and  ft  davo- 
tiooal  tamper.   A  quotation  from  it  may  wScntd,  a  speciaaB  of 
the  disposition  and  clui  ratter  of  the  writer.    **I  hless  God,  I 
'iti^oy  good  health,  which  enables  me  to  go  through  mnch  bnsi- 
nees ;  but  I  have  for  many  years  been  going  down  the  faillf  aad 
if  tha  doetriaa  of  giavitatioa  takaa  plana  in  tho  Ula  of  man^  tba 
notion  maat  aoodamte  as  I  come  nearer  tha  bottom.  Yoor 
case  ia  the  same,  though  more  aggravated  by  distempers.  God 
grant  wc  niay  l)e  useful  while  we  live,  and  may  run  clear  and 
with  undooded  minds  till  we  come  to  the  very  dregs."  * 


The  Rev.  William  Hazlitt,  M.A.,  was  bom  atShann 
UiU,  near  Tippanurf,  1737.  At  about  the  age  of  19  ha  went 
to  Olaagow  Univerdty — lemmnad  there  five  yean  and  obtained 
the  degree  of  Matter  of  Arts.   Though  brought  up  in  orthodox 

principles,  at  the  time  of  his  quiuing  the  University  he  was  an 
Unitarian.    Uis  first  settlement  was  with  the  Presbyterian  con- 

*  Monthly  Magaiiiie,  Vol*  3cv.  p,  144. 
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gregatUm  at  Wlsbfliush,  in  1764,  where  he  remained  two  years. 

Here  he  was  married  to  Miai  Loftns  of  that  town,  by  whom  he 
had  seven  childreu,  three  of  whom  with  their  mother  ^iir\  i\ 
him.    From  Wisheach  he  removed  to  Marshiield,  aad  thence  to 
Meidatcme,  where  he  remwned  nearly  ten  jears^  daring  which 
time  he  enjoyed  the  acqnatntanee  of  several  eminent  men,  and 
frequently  met  Dr.  Franklin.   From  Maidstone  he  removed,  in 
1780,  to  the  charge  of  a  congregation  at  Bandon,  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  wlicre  he  coutbiued  three  years.    In  this  place  ho  ex- 
erted himself  in  hehalf  of  the  American  prisoners  confined  at 
Kinsale,  and  his  manly  exposm^i  in  the  pnhlic  prints,  of  the 
omelties  exercised  towards  them  hy  the  soldiery,  eonsidmbly 
improved  their  condition.  On  the  dose  of  the  war  with  America, 
he  removed  fr<jm  Buiidon,  to  Xew  York,  wilh  his  wife  and 
family,  where  he  arrived  in  May,  1 783,  and  soon  proceeded  to 
Philadelphia.    <h\  liis  way  to  that  city,  the  As^^^mbly  of  the 
States  General  for  New  Jersey,  then  sitting  at  Burlington,  sent 
a  deputation  to  invite  him  to  preach  hefore  them,  which  he  did. 
At  Philadelphia  he  stayed  fifteen  months,  and  besides  prsaching 
occasionally  at  various  places  uf  worship  there,  he  delivered, 
during  the  winter,  in  the  college,  a  com^e  of  lectures  on  the 
Evidences  of  Christianity,  which  were  exceedingly  well  received. 
From  Philadelphia  he  went,  by  invitation,  to  preach  to  a  con- 
gregation at  Boston ;  but  a  report  of  his  heterodox  ^ineiples 
arriving  before  him  prevented  a  settlement  among  them.  Mr. 
Hazlitt'g  visit  to  tliis  town  was  not  however  in  vain  ;  for  in  a 
short  time  he  was  chiefly  in.strn mental  in  forming  the  first  Uni- 
tarian Church  at  Boston.    Here  the  Univeruty  offered  to  confer 
on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  which  he  declined. 
He  also  published  various  tracts  in  support  of  Unitarian  princi- 
ples ;  and  having  remained  here  four  years,  preparing  the  way 
for  the  subsequent  exertions  of  Dr.  Priestley,  whose  accpiiant- 
ance  he  eiyoyed,  he  returned  with  his  £unily  to  England,  and 
'  became  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation  at  Wem,  in 
Shropshire.   In  this  place  he  resided  npwaids  of  twenty-six 
yeais»  and  published  three  volumes  of  sermons,  which  had  a 
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njrfd  aad  extennve  sale.  In  18 13  be  retired  from  the  mlaUtrj ; 
and  lived  some  time  at  Addleetone,  in  Sorry,  afterwarde  at  Batb, 
•nd  finaUy  at  Crediton,  where,  after  a  residence  of  ten  inouths, 
li'-  died  His  remains  wcro  interred  in  the  pariHh  burial  ground 
of  the  latter  place,  and  on  tlie  following  Sundii  v,  the  e\  cut  waa 
improved  in  the  Unitarian  chapel  by  the  Rev.  G.  P.  Hintoo, 
The  memoir  in  the  Monthlj  Repoeitorf ,  from  which  theee  par- 
tieakn  are  taken,  eondiidea  with  the  following  extraet  from  tlie 
PoKtical  Easajrs  of  William  Hazlitt,  the  highly  gifted  son  of  the 
venerable  minister;  in  which  it  ia  supposed  the  father  was  par* 
ticularl^'  aiiuded  to : 

<«  We  have  known  some  each  in  happier  dajra,  who  had  been 
bnnight  np  and  lived  from  jonth  to  age  in  the  one  constant 
belief  of  God  and  of  his  Christy  and  who  thonght  all  other  things 
but  dro«s,  compwred  with  the  glory  hereafter  to  he  re\  ealed. 
Their  youihiul  hopes  and  vanity  had  been  mortified  iu  them, 
even  in  their  boyish  dajrs,  by  the  neglect  and  superciiious  regards 
of  the  world ;  and  they  tnmed  to  look  into  their  own  minds  ibc 
aomethiiig  else  to  bniid  their  hopes  and  confidence  npon.  Thej 
were  tme  priests.  They  set  np  an  image  in  their  own  minds^  it 
was  truth  :  they  worshiped  an  idol  there,  it  was  justice.  They 
looked  on  man  ati  their  brotlier,  and  only  bowed  the  knee  to 
the  Highest.  Separate  from  the  world,  they  walked  himibly 
with  their  God,  and  livedo  in  thought,  with  those  who  had  borne 
testimony  of  a  good  conscienoe — with  the  spirits  of  just  men  in 
all  ages.  They  saw  Moses  when  he  slew  the  Egjrptian,  and  the 
prophets  who  overturned  the  brazen  images,  and  those  who 
were  stoned  and  sawn  asunder.  I'hey  were  with  Daniel  in  the 
Bm'  den,  and  with  the  three  children  who  passed  through  the 
fieiy  fomaee — Sbadraohi  Meshech,  and  Abednego.  They  did 
not  emeify  Christ  twice  over,  or  deny  him  in  theur  hearts,  with 
St.  Peter :  the  Book  of  Martyre  was  open  to  them ;  they  read 
the  story  of  William  Tell,  of  John  Huss,  and  Jerome  of 
Prague,  and  the  old  one-eyed  Zisca ;  they  had  Neal's  History 
of  the  Puritans  by  heart,  and  Calamy's  aecoont  of  the  Two 
Thousand  Ejected  Muiisters,  and  gave  it  to  their  children  to 
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ietd,  with  the  pictom  of  the  polemical  Baxter,  the  silver* 
tongiied  Bancroft^  tlie  nuld-loolaiig  Cthmy,  and  old  honest 
Howe.   Thej  believed  in  Lurdaer't  Credilnlit7  of  the  Gospel 

History  ;  they  were  deep  read  in  the  woAs  of  the  FVatre* 
Poloni,  Prip9co\'iu9,  Crcllixis,  Cracovins,  who  sought  out  truth 
in  texts  of  scripture,  Hud  grew  blind  over  Hebrew  poiats  ;  their 
aspinrtion  after  liberty  was  a  ngli  uttered  from  the  towers^ 
'tes^MnV  of  ^  Holjr  Inqnisitioa— 4aid  their  ceal  tot  religions 
folenAoi  was  IdndM  at  the  llm  of  Bmithfield.  Th^  nym*' 
pathy  was  not  with  the  oppressors,  bwt  the  oppressed.  They 
cherifhed  in  their  thouglits — and  wished  to  tmnsmit  to  tlieir 
posterity — ^those  rights  and  privileges,  for  asserting  which  their 
ittesstors  had  bled  on  scafiolds^  or  had  pined  in  dnngsons,  or  in 
iofeign  dimss.  Their  ereed,  too,  was  glory  to  Ood,  peace  on 
eafth,  good  wOl  to  man.  This  oreed,  since  profiuMd  and  ren- 
dered vile,  the  J  kept  fast  through  good  report  iuid  t  \  il  report. 
This  belief  they  had  that  looks  at  Bometliiug  out  of  itself,  fixed 
aa  the  starsi  deep  as  the  linnameut ;  that  makes  of  its  own  heart 
a&  altar  to  tnHh, »  plaos-of  worship  Ibr  what  is  zigfat,  at  whii^ 
it  doss  vsimsatios  with  praise  sad  prayer  like  a  holy  thing,  apart 
and  eontflBft-^dhat  feels  that  the  greatest  Being  in  the  nnivene 
is  always  near  it,  and  that  all  things  work  together  for  the  good 
of  his  creatures,  under  his  guiding  hand.  This  covenant  they 
kept  aa  the  stars  keep  their  courses — ^this  primnple  (bey  stnek 
bf,  as  it  sticks  by  thsm  to  the  last.  It  grew  with  their  gfowth, 
it  does  not  wittwr  in  their  decay.  It  fives  when  ihe  almond 
•tree  flourishes,  and  iS  not  bowed  down  with  the  tottering  knees. 
It  glimmers  with  the  last  feeble  eyesiglit,  sinileisi  in  the  faded 
cheek  like  infiMicy,  and  lights  a  path  before  them  to  the  jpcave.'* 
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"ifkilAMif  (or  more  properly  Froomsiuiw)  is  t  pretty  viOige^iiiiere 
j^jyiililtllrti  lWii  getoA  HoaMi  wHh  gardeiu  md  jUtaMlkm, 
^i|nli<IMiiljJ  <b<wi»  four  miies  ftom  Bristol  in  Ibit  peiMi  oT  Wiatetw 
Mmn^^MiBkfe  bounded  on  tbe  wmtli  liy  the  rirer  FVoom. 
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The  chtipt'l  at  Frenchay  is  a  small  square  build- 
ing, fronting  the  common  on  the  skirts  of  which 
the  village  is  situated.    It  has  the  unusual  yet  pic- 
turesque appendage  of  a  bell^  which^  for  many  years, 
has  regularly  summoned  the  worshipers  to  the 
morning  and  evening  sacrifice.    A  pretty  burial 
ground  surrounds  this  humble  house  of  prayer,  on 
three  sides,  and  contams  a  great  number  of  graves. 
There  are  tieveral  monuments ;  buiiiu  uf  the  inscrip- 
tions have  been  erased  by  time,  but  others  remain 
to  awaken  respect  for  the  memories  of  the  dead  and 
anxiety  for  the  improvement  of  the  living, 

**  Their  luniic*,  tKeir  yem  ipelft  by  the  unletterMl  mue. 
The  pboe  of  lune  and  elegy  supply: 
And  numy  •  hdy  text  annmd  she  strewa, 
Thift  teach  the  niitic  moralut  to  die." 

The  origin  and  exact  age  of  the  society  at  Fren- 
chay are  involved  in  uncertainty.  My  earliest  inr 
fonnatioii  is  obtained  from  the  deed  by  which  the 
land,  occupied  by  the  meeting-house  and  bui  ial 
ground,  was  conveyed  to  the  congregation.  This 
document  was  drawn  up  in  the  year  1691  and  con- 
tains the  names  of  several  of  the  most  considerable 
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merchttitfi  of  Bristol,  as  tniatoes.    The  .meetingt- 

house  was  probably  built  about  this  time;  but  I 
cannot  find  the  name  of  a  minister  connected  with 
an  earlier  date  than  1715,  when  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Tyler  is  said  to  have  been  at  };>eachay  with  two 
hundred  hearers.  From  a  snbsequent  deed'  it 
appears  that  this  gentleman  was  pastur  of  the  con- 
gr^p^iolk,  and  associated  as  a  trustee  with  the 
niinister  of  the  Lewin's  Mead  Chapel,  and  several 
Bristol  merchants,  in  the  year  1721.  Tradition 
represents  him  as  having  continued  in  the  pastoral 
ofiice  niany  years  afterwards,  highly  respected  and 
beloved;  some  persons  have  a  strong  impression 
that  he  filled  it  a  very  long  time ;  nor  is  it  improba^ 
ble  that  he  was  here  from  the  time  of  the  erection 
of  the  chapel  till  1741,  in  connexion  with  which 
year  another  name  appears.  ♦ 

Bfr.  lyier  appears  to  have  been  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Joshua  Griffith,  who  was,  by  all  accounts*  at 
Frenchay  fr<Mn  1741  till  his  death  in  1760.  The 
next  minisler  was  Mr.  David  Lewis,  who  removed 
from  Ashwick,  some  memoranda  say  in  the  latter 
year>  and  others  two  or  three  years  earlier.  He  is 
mentioned,  by  a  correspondent  in  the  Monthly  Re- 
pository for  June  i810,f  as  having  died  at  frenchay 
tUrty-eight  years  previously,  which  diows  that  he 
was  there  till  the  year  1772,  This  circumstance  is 
noticed  (and  it  is  the  only  one  I  have  met  with  in 

•  For  nuiQh  of  the  intonation  in  this  sketch  I  am  indebted  to  tbe 
fttondly  reeeeichce  of  Mr.  Thomat  Bowring,  of  Bristol, 
t  Vd.     p.  401. 
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from  A^ihwick)  m  ioiiiiexion  with  an  amusing  but 
animpoitut  anecdote^  related  by  iiim,  of  Mr. 
Sanvel  Joaes  and  a  pupQ  of  that  gentlenian,*— Mr*> 
afterwards  Axchbi>liop,  Seeker. 

Onttedeath  of  Mr.IiewiB,  theccxngit^gatkm  mad€ 
choice  of  Mr.  Samuel  Thomas,  from  Dulverton,  a 
mittifltRT  who  still  IxTes  in  the  lenembiaafie  of  the 
alder  heama.   He  is  described  as  a  fine  spe(si»eo 
of  the  ancient  Presbyterian  schooi — a  diguiiied^  yet 
eanest  and  afieetionate  preacher — a  true  paslw  of 
his  flock— a  zealous  asserter  of  Christian  liberty— 
pious,  learned,  and  indefetigaMe>   la  his  religious 
aentiiiienta  he  was  probaUy  aa  Ariaa.   For  mnny 
years  Mr.  Thomas>  kept  a  large  and  respectable 
adMMd  at  Haaibroel(,a  saudl  village  near  Fraichay^ 

where  he  had  the  care  of  two  sons  of  Dr.  Priestley, 
probably,  at  the  time  of  that  great  and  good  man  s 
residence  al  Bowood.  There  aie  sMse  Uriag  who 
have  a  recollection  of  the  Doctors  preaching  once 
or  twice  at  Fr»diay«   Mr.  Theanas  died  amooig 

his  people,  in  1803,  full  of  years  and  honour. 

The  subsequent  ministers  have  all  remained  a 
much  shorter  period,  and»  with  die  exception  of  the 
pesent  pastor,  removed  to  other  places.  After  a 
shovt  intorvaL  Mr.  Thenaa  was  soeeeeded  hj  Mr. 
Jillard  HoTt>  who,  in  the  year  1815,  accepted  an 
invitation  to  Cork^  where  he  is  still  the  Boinister  of 
a  large  congregation.  For  the  next  nine  years  the 
little  flock  at  Frenchay  were  faithfully  ser\tHl  Ijy 
Mr,  Michael  Maurice;  of  whom,  as  of  Mr.  Uort, 
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sad  the  Mher  pMtoro  of  more  i^ent  tiiiie»,  distant 

be  the  day  when  more  may  be  said !  In  1824,  on 
Mr.  Maurice's  rerignatioii,  Mr.  H«&ry  Clarke  suc- 
ceeded him,  and  remained  till  the  beginning  of 
1827j  when  he  resumed  his  more  active  duties  as  m 
Umtarisii  mls0lonafrf>  wfaieii  he  is  neiw  <lischarging 
im  eonnexiou  with  hi^  office  of  minister  of  a  pros- 
perous oQiigTegstioa  at  Dundee^  Next  came  Mr. 
Henry  Howse,  of  Bath.  This  gentleman  had  re- 
ceived part  of  his  educati<m  at  York>  as  a  laj-student ; 
when  he  went  to  Fr^chay  he  was  Secretary  to  Ae 
Somerset,  Gloucester,  and  Wilts  Unitarian  Associa- 
HW^i^^^Mii  Bitaatiflm  he  devoted  himself,  MMinit 

eighteen  months,  to  pulpit  and  pastuml  labours, 

gaisty  j^-tba  purpose  of  {nromotiiig  <^e  chief  object 
4MlHlitt0MlfttiOtt*^tiie  1^  congre- 

gationa.  Mr.  Uowse  was  followed  by  Mr.  John 
SMMI)>^^Mil8d  «f  thoGfe  who>  though  edu- 
cated for  the  niiniitr)  ,  nrr.  desirous  of  devoting  iheir 
titMiHl'*atbe  promotion  of  truth.  In  the  year  lb«iU, 
ttfWefeHy  elected  Mr.  Tingcombe,  who  had  for 
many  years  been  the  minister  of  the  Unitarian  con- 
piggmsili  at  Bridgwater. 

r,  iKhe  fitiiie  of  the  congregation  at  di^rent  peiiodB 
of  its  history  cannot  be  exactly  ascertained.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  last  century  the  number  of 
hearers  probably  varied  from  two  to  three  hundred. 
The  society  has  always  inchided  several  highly  re- 
spectable families  connected  by  trade  widi  the  city 
of  Bristol,  and  residing  near  the  village  of  Frenchay. 
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Until  wiihin  a  CQmparatively  rec^t  period  there 
was  no  otber  place  of  worship  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  first  that  appeared  in  additioa  was  a  Friends' 
meeting-house;  and  still  more  lately  a  handsome 
church  has  been  built  immediately  opposite.  In 
the  morning  of  the  Lord's  Day  the  sound  of  the 
ancient  bell  is  nearly  drowned  by  the  authoritatiye 
tone  of  its  modem  neighbour^  but  in  the  evening  it 
is  heard  alone  through  the  peaceful  Tillage.  The 
erection  of  the  church  doubtless  tended  to  reduce 
the  already  much-diminished  number  of  the  original 
society,  but  there  are  still  sereral  cireumstaaeea 
which  inspire  a  hope  of  its  revival.  Uumbie  as  is 
the  structure  in  which  the  worshipers  of  One  Grod 
the  Father  here  meet,  they  have  yet  many  reasons 
for  associating  it  with  their  own  most  precious 
recollections,  and  devoutly  trusting  that  it  will  be 
to  many  as  it  has  l)een  to  them  and  their  fathers — 
the  house  of  God  and  the  gate  of  Heaven/ 


JosBPH  Tyler    1691^1741. 

Joshua  Griffith   1741—1760. 

David  Lkwis   176U— -1772. 

Samubl  Thomas   1772—1803. 

JlLLARD  HORT   1804—1815. 

MiCHABL  Mauricb   1815— <18^. 

Henry  Clarke   1824 — 1827. 

Henry  Edward  Howse    1H27— 1828. 

John  Forsbrbv   182« — 1829. 

John  Tinocomrb   1829. 
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*'Calnb  u  •  market  and  borougli-towii  of  great  antiquity,  situated 
Dear  the  centre  of  the  handled  to  whkh  H  gbes  name,  at  the  diitanoe 
of  eighty-seven  miles  west  by  nvlh  from  London,  and  thirty  mflet 

north-north-east  from  Salisbury.'* 

"Calne  within  the  last  twenty  years  has  been  prcntly  ijuproved  in 
the  appearance  of  its  houses,  and  the  cleanliness  of  its  streets.  It  is 
watered  by  the  Mnall  river  Marian,  which  runs  thrdugh  the  centre  of 
the  town,  and  drives  several  fulling  and  grii^t  mills.  The  market* 
house  and  town-hall  is  a  commodious  building,  as  is  also  the  free- 
schr>ril '* — Beauties  of  England  and  fVales. 

iVpoiatkm  in  1811,-^3681  %  in  I821,r^l2i  hi  1881,«-4876. 
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This  parish  is  in  the  list  of  those  which  lost 
their  ministers  ou  the  pa&i>mg  oi  ihe  Act  of  Uni- 
formity. The  sufferer  here  was  Mr.  Thomas  Jones, 
who  may  be  rt^garded  as  the  fuimder  of  Uie  Presby- 
terian congregation^  though  we  have  no  particulars 
of  his  subsequent  life  and  labours. 

That  a  society  of  Nonconformists  existed  at  Calne 
at  an  early  period,  is  evident  from  the  biographi- 
cal  notices  by  Dr.  Calamy  and  Mr.  Palmer.  Mr. 
Robert  Bowsweli,  ejected  from  the  parish  of  Martin, 
in  Wiltshire,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Webb,  who  lost 
his  living  at  Yatesbury,  in  the  same  county,  are 
both  said  to  have  preached  h^e  occasionally. 

The  tirst  settled  minister  of  whom  we  have  any 
account  is  Mr.  Samuel  Bourn,  the  father  of  an  emi* 
nent  minister  of  the  same  name  at  Birmingham  and 
Coseiy.  He  was  sent  down  to  Calne  in  the  year 
1679,  by  the  influence  of  Dr.  Annesley^  the  ejected 
vicar  of  St.  Giles's,  Cripplegate,  and  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  John  Wesley.  He  laboured 
here,  with  much  diligence  and  success^,  sixteen 
years^  during  which  he  declined  invitations  to  Bath, 
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Durham,  and  Lincoln ;  at  the  end  of  that  period  he 
removed  to  Bolton  to  succeed  his  uncle,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Seddon,  who  recommendetl  him  to  his  flock  in 
his  last  moments.* 

It  was  probably  soon  after  Mr.  Bourns  removal 
that  the  present  chapel  was  erected.  No  document 
of  any  kind  remains  by  which  the  circumstances 
connected  with  this  event  can  be  traced,  nor  have 
we  any  means  of  ascertaining  the  precise  time 
when  the  congregation  appointed  a  successor  to  the 
highly-valued  pastor  who  had  at  length  been  in- 
duced to  leave  them.  They  appear  to  have  been 
some  time  destitute.  We  are  told  that,  "on  hearing 
Mr.  Bourn  had  received  unhandsome  treatment  in 
his  new  situation,  they  invited  him  to  return  to  them, 
with  respectful  offers  of  an  enlarged  maintenance. 
But  he  waived  the  proposal  and  chose  to  continue 
at  Bolton,  w  here  by  his  great  integrity  and  inolTen- 
sive  behaviour  he  conciliated  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  all ;  and  when  he  died  had  not  one  enemy." f 

The  next  name  on  my  list  of  the  pastors  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Calne,  is  John  Melhuish. 
He  was  there  in  1715,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
hearers;  and  as  we  do  not  find  that  he  was 
connected  with  any  other  congregation,  we  may 
infer  that  he  remained  there  a  long  time.  But  we 
have  no  other  name  until  the  year  1772,  an  inter- 
val, it  may  be  presumed,  rather  too  long  for  Mr.  • 
Melhuish  s  powers,  especially  as  there  is  reason  to  ' 
suppose  he  was  settled  at  Calne  prior  to  the  year 


*  Toulniin's  Life  of  Bourn,  p.  3. 


t  Ibid.  p.  4. 
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1715.    In  1772  Mr.  Williams  was  the  pastor;  his 
jreligioiui  opmiou^  were  liberaL   He  removed  to  tbe 
congregation  at  Bradford  in  1776.    The  peofde 
here  next  elected  Mr.  John  Davis,  of  llfraconibe: 
he  was  educated  at  Carmarthen;  his  Bentimente 
were  decidedly  Unitarian,  and  he  was  the  respected 
pastor  of  the  church  tiU  bis  death — the  long  period 
of  fifty-two  years.    Both  Mr.  WilliamB  and  -Mr. 
Davis  had  the  privilege  of  enjoying  the  society  and 
assistance  of  Dr.  Priestley;  whose  engsgement  witik 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  commenced  in  1773  and  tei^ 
nunated  in  1780.    He  freq^uently  preached  in  the 
Presbyterian  meeting-house  at  Cabie»  mod,  by  his 
pulpit  services  and  private  conversations,  did  much 
to  confirm  the  sentiments  then  entertained  both  by 
ministers  and  people.* 

*  One  of  the  moit  pronnncnt  traits  in  the  character  of  Dr.  PHeetley  iw 
hit  devotkm  to  tcH^oh  pmdti.  If  eny  dnammmcm  UliUme  tUib 
hetides  Ua  identifying  htnuielf  ao  doaely  with  the  humhle  Diaaentfng  lo- 

ciety  at  Calnc.  Alluding  to  the  conipnny  into  which  he  waa  thrown,  while 
ataying  with  Lord  Sbdbumo  at  Paris,  he  saya— '*  Aa  I  choae  on  all  ooea» 

sions  to  appear  as  a  Christian,  I  was  told  by  some  of  tljcm  that  I  was  the 
only  pennon  thrv  hnd  ever  mot  with,  of  whoso  midei"staiiding  they  had  any 
opiuion,  who  pi ott  sacd  to  believe  Chnstianity.   But  on  interrogating  them 
on  the  subject,  I  soon  found  that  they  had  given  no  proper  attention  to  it, 
and  did  not  really  know  what  Christianity  was.   This  was  al&o  the  caie 
with  a  great  part  of  the  company  that  I  aair  at  Lord  Shenmme'a.  Bat 
I  hope  that  my  alwaya  avowing  myself  to  he  a  Chilatian,  and  holding 
nyaetf  ready  en  all  ooeaiioiii  to  defend  the  genuine  prindptes  of  %  waf 
not  witfaontita  aae.  HMig  convened  aomiicliwUhniibdieveit»  at  home 
and  abroad,  I  thought  I  shonld  he  ahle  to  combat  their  prejudices  with 
■one  advantage;  and  with  this  view  I  wrote,  while  I  was  with  Lord  Shel« 
bume,  the  first  part  of  my  '*  Letters  to  a  Philosophical  Unbeliever,**  in 
prnnf  nf  the  doctrines  of  a  God  and  a  Providence,  and  to  this  I  have  added, 
during  niy  residence  at  Birmingham,  a  second  part,  in  defence  of  the  Evi- 
dences of  Cinij,tiatiify.    The  first  part  being  replied  to  by  a  pei^on  who 
called  himself  Mi .  ilammon,  1  wrote  a  u  ply  to  his.  piece  which  has  hitherto 
reauiaed  nnanawercd.    I  am  happy  to  find  that  this  Murk  of  nine  ha» 
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Towards  the  close  of  Mr.  Davis's  life,  the  congre- 
gregation  declined  considerably.  He  had  never 
been  a  popular  preacher,  and  other  circumstances 
now  combined  to  lessen  the  number  of  his  hearers. 
Perhaps  the  poorer  and  more  uneducated  part  were 
drawn  away  by  the  stirring  appeals  of  ministers  9f 
other  denominations,  who  about  this  period  settled 
in  the  town.  And  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Davis, 
the  society  of  which  he  had  been  the  pastor  became 
still  smaller  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  a  settled 
minister  for  several  years.  Lately  they  have  pos- 
sessed the  services  of  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  educated  - 
for  the  ministry  among  the  Calvinistic  Baptists, 
under  Dr.  Ryland,  at  Bristol,  but  subsequently 
became  an  Unitarian.  He  labours  amidst  many 
discouragements ;  the  salary  is  very  small,  there 
being  only  one  endowment  of  about  three  pounds 
per  annum,  bequeathed  a  few  years  since ;  and  the 
prospect  of  an  increase  in  the  congregation  is  ex- 
ceedingly faint.*  - 

done  some  good,  and  I  hope  that  in  due  time  it  will  do  more.  I  can 
truly  iay  Uiat  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  receive  from  the  success  of  my 
philotopbical  pursuits,  arises  from  the  weight  it  may  give  to  jny  attempts 
to  defend  Christianity,  and  to  free  it  from  those  corruptions  which  prevent 
Its  reception  with  philosophical  and  thinking  i)cr8on?,  whose  influence  with 
the  vulgar  and  the  unthinking  is  very  great."— Peikstley's  Works; 
Rltt's  Edition.    Vol.  i.  Part,  i.,  p.  lyy. 

•  In  Dr.  Priestley's  time  the  society  was  small.  Writing  to  Dr.  Toul- 
min  in  1776,  he  says,  "We  have  lost  our  minister,  Mr.  Willianis.  1  have 
icnt  an  invitation  to  Mr.  Jervis's  brother,  hut  I  do  not  think  him  likely  to 
accept  it.  Can  you  in  that  case  recommend  any  oiie  to  us.'  There  aro 
two  places  to  serve,  at  the  distance  of  seven  miles,  and  together  they 
jjaise  £i!»,  exclusive  of  assistautc  from  the  funds."— Ru it's  Priestley, 
Vol.  i.  Pan  i.,  p.  296.  . 
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There  is  a  small  piece  of  land  adjoining  the 
chapel  which  might  have  been  conveited  into  a 
cemetery.  Two  members  of  the  congregation  have 
been  lately  interred  within  the  building. 


Thomas  Jon'ks    1662 — 

NaTRANI£1«  W£BE  

ROBBRT  ROWSWSU.   

Samusl  Bourn    1679^1685. 

.l(^nN  Mklhuish   1715 — 

Kl>WARl>  \Vll«LlA>ls    1772 — 1776. 

John  Davis   1777—1829. 

 TATLoa   1831. 


Mr.  Boi'RX  vms  dt^^cuJed  iVoiu  ajici>:*tors  who  di^tingTiished 
Ui»iu9flv«w  by  tbflir  iofcauous  and  pobUc -spirited  pUus.  Hk 
gTMkdfiidMr  ftttd  fMl  graadfiRtbcr  were  dothien  ia  Derby,  and 
exptndtd  tjjnMmmUe  mm  of  mbct  to  coBvej  «itar  into 
thM  tenra.  An  nnele^  Mr.  Robvrt  SeMia,  «a  «raMnt  niniacer, 
who  ill  \\,;.-  e;^*ted  trvuii  i^-.  wxtorv  of  Ljiii^lev,  in  Derby- 
shin",  t\x4.  kitu  ^hiksU  und^  patToiias;^,  ai^d  $e&t  him  to 
Kmimuel  C\>lle^  Caskbiidfe^  wbere  be  naniued  till  1672. 
!!•  M     nHmni^  vi&oni  Inking  aajr  dcgM^ 

Mr.  Bonrn.  cm  \mxra^  CMBbrida^\  rettmied  to  Berbj,  aztd 
e»t^4ovvd  buu><  t"  lor  >«.  ino  titis«?  m  a  <<'hvX^L  He  becajne 
cbtf^tin  to  L4Mdy  Haatca  Hi>  tt«'jLt  iwaval  to  ^r^^r^m^ 
iriNi^  h»  vnn  oiduntd,  and  iir«d  Me  tine  vkk  nn  nam. 
FVcm  Loadcia  h»  TMK»v«d  to  CiJae,  and  Ambm*  to  Bolton, 
Wdwdia  17 1^  in  the  9CT«aty.<m«d  vwcf  Uii«e. 
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Hii  BOn  tbiui  deserilAd  the  oooilBteDOjr  and  •zeelleiioe  of  his 
dnneter.  ^  Thongh  he  shone  in  the  pnlpit,  he  did  nut  shine 
on!y  there  ;  nor  was  he  like  those  physiciauii  who  prescribe 
large  or  uupalatabio  doses  of  ph^c  to  their  pntients,  hut  take 
none  themadref .  He  lived  the  tniihe  he  pmehed ;  and  did 
not  alBikd  as  a  Meremj  on  the  highway,  tiiat  ehewa  tmyellen 
the  road,  hot  keeps  its  plaoe  while  they  pass  on.  He  did  not 
press  on  yon  humility  and  lowliness  of  mind,  with  a  proud  heart 
of  liid  own.  He  did  uot  recoinmeud  temperance^  an<i  go  into 
exeenee  hime^.  He  did  not  rally  against  qipraseion,  and  in 
the  mean  time  bear  hard  on  the  poor.  He  did  not  beg  charity 
to  die  distressed,  to  the  leetore,  for  hnUding  honsee  of  worship, 
and  withhold  Lis  (nvn.  He  did  uot  preach  up  the  heavenly 
world  to  you,  and  ail  the  time  pursue  only  this  world.  Ue  did 
not  pot  you  on  diligence  in  your  proper  oallinga,  and  neglect 
hia  own  eallinga ;  for  to  this  work,  tiie  work  of  the  ministry,  he 
gave  np  all  hia  strength.  He  visibly  wore  away  m  hia  work^ 
and  did  not  mst  away." 

His  charity  waii  eminent.  He  spared  neither  his  pains  nor 
his  poise.  Many  good  works  commenced  with  biifit^  »mA  ^oe 
enooDiaged  by  him.  He  waa  free  of  hia  own,  and  had  an  ex« 
cellent  talent  of  soliciting  the  charity  of  others.  W%h  him 
origina;ted  a  small  school  for  teaching  twenty  pour  children ; 
and  for  several  years  he  e|;itirely  supported  it.  At  his  death  he 
left  a  legacy  of  twenty  pounds  to  mRintAii^  the  weekly  lecture 
at  Bolton.  Yet  his  income  was  by  no  means  large ;  and  though 
hia  people  were  abundantly  able  to  increase  hia  salary,  he  never 
appeared  uneasy  at  its  amount.  His  sen^ents  on  doctrinal 
points  were  consonant  to  those  of  Calvin  and  the  reformed 
churches:  but  his  humility,  candour,  and  affectionate  temper 
would  not  allow  him  to  be  cenaoriona  or  nneaay  with  any  of  hia 
brethren* 

After  hia  death,  hia  aon  pubUahed  a  volume  of  his  sermons, 

apprehending  that  "a  specimen  of  his  father  s  way  of  preaching 
might  be  instructive  to  youug  ministers,  and  contribute  to  pre- 
serve them  from  degenerating  into  iooae  and  empty  harangues, 
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tliat  waul  spirit  «iid  USb.  Tbej  lira  entiaedy  L  Tbt  tnnaform- 

iug  vuicni  of  Christ  in  tbe  fntare  stete.   II.  The  believer's  hope 

of  tliia  tninsfuriiiiug  vLsiuii,  the  reausoii  and  ilie  real  motive  of 
real  holmesit  in  the  present  state."  To  these  discourses  Is  sub- 
joined the  fbnml  sermon  for  the  sathoTy  with  a  delineatiaa  oi 
Us  ohsracter  and  msmoini  of  Us  Ufe,  by  Mr.  WUlisia  Toiif»  an 
emiiieiit  nbister  of  that  dsjr.  * 

*  Touhnm'a  life  of  Bourn. 
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""BiADroED  or  BmADBNiomD  it  a  coadderable  mifket  and  maaii. 
httmnng  town,  otuated  on  the  banks  af  the  Avon,  at  the  Stance  of 

about  thirty  miles  north-west  fW>m  Salisbaiy,  and  one  hundred  mUes 
south-west  from  London.  The  natural  features  of  the  countr)'  are 
bold  ttiid  rtiiiiaiitic:  an  abrupt  hill  rises  immediately  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river ;  and  on  the  l*row  and  tfloping-  declivity  oi  this  eminence 
most  of  the  huiiding-s  are  placed.  It  derived  itn  name,  according"  to 
Cunden,  from  its  load  {position  close  to  a  broad  ford  on  the  river  $ 
Bradrn  in  Saxon  signifying  broad. 

"The  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  passes  by  Bradford,  and  opens  a 
commimintHwi,  by  water  carriage,  with  the  cities  of  Bath»  Bristol  and 
Londoii,  and  with  the  towns  of  Trowbridge^  Deviies»  Hungerfbrd, 
BaSogt  8uL  This  canalt  in  its  way  towards  Batiifind.  toiSfpm 
cosme  of  the  Awia,  which  it  crosses  at  difierent  pobts  on  aqueduct 
bridges,  one  of  which  is  near  Bradford.  The  banlts  of  tliis  river, 
bdow  the  town,  exldbit  many  beautiful  and  picturesque  scenes.  The 
sides  of  the  hills  are  covered  with  a  profusion  of  trees,  and  in  some 
places  rise  sviih  great  iMjldness  from  the  margin  of  the  river."— 
.  Beauties  nf  Enrrland  and  ff^ales. 

Population  in  1811,— 2989  ^  in  1821,— ^760;  and  in  1831,-3642. 
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This  is  an  old  Presbyterian  place  of  worship. 
Of  its  origin  and  earliest  history  I  can  discover  no 
traces.  A  Mr.  Dungerliekl  was  its  minister  towards 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century.*  In  1715^ 
Mr.  Thomas  Barker  filled  that  office,  and  continued 
to  do  so  till  1729,  when  he  removed.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Read*  a  friend  of  the  unhappy  Mi*. 
Simou  Browne,  of  Shepton  Mallet.  After  Mr. 
Read  came  Dr.  Roger  Flexman,  who  officiated  from 
1739  to  1747,  and  then  accepted  an  invitation  to  be 
pastor  of  a  society  at  Rotherbitiie.  In  1748,  the 
congregation  at  Bradford  chose  Mr.  Samuel  Bil* 
lingsley,  probably  a  member  of  the  excellent  family 
at  Ashwick^  in  Somersetshire ;  ten  years  afterwards 
he  removed  to  Peckham.  There  is  now  an  interval 
of  some  years,  with  regard  to  which  I  cannot  write  * 
with  certainty.  Mr.  James  Foot,  who  came  from 
Chaid,  was  here  in  1763,  and  it  is  probable  that 
he  was  the  immediate  successor  of  Mr.  Billingsley. 
He  was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Doddridge ;  the  exact  year 
of  his  death  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it  appears 
to  have  been  about  1777.    He  was  succeeded  by 

*  CoaMmnkatod,  with  other  puticnlan,  hy  Mr.  Wilton. 
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Mr.  Williams,  concerning  whom  I  am  only  able  to 
state  that  he  removed  from  Cahie;  that»  haviug  a 
fiunily  and  a  small  income^  he  engaged  in  some 
secular  employment ;  aiul  that  he  died  in  the  year 
1810. 

Since  this  time  there  has  been  much  irregularity 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  society  at  Bradford.  For 
a  long  time  previously  its  number  had  been  small ; 
and  circumstances  now  occurred  which  rendered 
fhe  task  of  reviying  it  exceedingly  difficult  lake 
many  others  of  the  same  denomination,  it  had  gra- 
dually adopted  Unitarian  views  of  the  Gospel.  So 
early  as  the  year  1793,  forms  of  prayer,  avowedly 
reprinted  from  an  edition  "use<l  in  the  Unitarian 
Chapel  at  Manchester/  were  used  in  the  Grove 
Meeting.  But,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Williams*  a 
Mr.  Combe  preached  some  time  in  this  plaee  of 
worship,  and,  not  being  acceptable  to  the  congre- 
gation, probably  on  account  of  his  orthodox  sen- 
timents, a  new  chapel  was  erected  for  him  in  the 
same  town.  Mr.  John  Evans,  of  Bristol,  then  bu^ 
plied  the  Unitarians  for  a  short  period;  but,  not 
meeting  with  sufficient  encouragement  he  relin- 
quished the  ullice,  and  the  meeting-house  was  lent  to 
a  body  of  Trinitarian  Dissenters  for  many  years. 
In  1822,  Mr.  Richard  Wright,  the  Unitarian  Mis- 
aonaiy,  having  settled  with  the  General  Baptist 
congregation  at  Trowbridge,  a  neighbouring  town, 
obtained  permission  to  re-open  the  Grove  Meeting 
for  the  worship  of  One  God  the  Father.  This  he 
did,  and  continiied  to  officiate  there  every  Sunday 
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morning  during  the  five  years  he  remained  in 

Wiltshire;  by  which  means  a  small  congregation 
was  reestablished.^  In  1827>  Mr.  Samuel  Martin 
succeeded  Mr.  Wright  as  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Trowbridge,  and  also  for  sometime  regularly  carried 
on  the  morning  service  at  Bradford,  adding  an 
evening  service  in  the  course  of  the  week  ;  but  the 
claims  an  his  time  and  attention  at  length  obliged 
him  to  render  his  visits  less  frequent  For  those 
visits  he  has  never  received  any  remuneration;  on 
the  contrary,  he  has  made  pecuniary  sacrifice^,  tfae 
congregation  being  very  small,  and  tlie  endowment 
scarce^  sufficient  to  answer  its  purpose  of  keeping 
the  building  in  repair. 


Rooita  PLBXlcANj  D.D.  ..........    173»— 1747. 


  Panqekfiklh 


Thomas  Barksk 
 RSAO   


1715— i72». 
1729—1739. 


SaMUKL  BlLLINOSLKV 

Jamks  Foot   < 

KDWAai>  Williams  . 
Richard  Wrioht  •  • 

gAHUEL  Martin.  •  •  • . 

1  < 


1 


1748—1758. 
175^—1776. 
1777^1810. 
1832^1827. 
1827. 


.  •  CMtifln  RoTonDer^  Voi  xv.  p.  122, 
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ROOBR  Flbxman  wm  bora  in  1707-8,  at  Great  Torriusrtoit, 
iu  Devonahire,  v.  here  his  father  was  a  respectable  mamitK  t  irer. 
At  fifteen  years  of  age,  be  was  admitted  into  the  Academy  at 
Tnrortan,  mukr  the  eare  of  tti«  Rev,  Jolm  Moor.  His  im* 
jmvmMok  and  fltaoeral  oonduct  during  five  jreaia  gav«  aaqb 
waAAuo^Sum  to  Mr.  Moor,  thai  he  eoUoHed  his  mmhtmem  aa  a 
tutor.  His  views,  however,  were  directed  to  the  public  exer- 
cise of  his  prott?3iion.  In  1730,  he  was  ordained  at  Modbury, 
hot  did  not  oontinue  long  thete.  Having  officiated  at  Creditoa 
five  yem,*  and  at  Chard  four  jeaie^  he  ietUed  at  Biadfofd  at 
the  ead  of  1789.  In  1747,  he  removed  to  RotherfaiOie,  and 
nerried  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Verbury,  a  respectable  member  of 
the  society  at  Bradlord.  In  his  new  situation  his  l  ibouj-h  were 
aoeeptable  and  usefiih  But  after  same  timtfj  the  cougrega- 
tkm  enfiiBred  BiQch  bjr  the  death  of  same  members  and  the  ro- 
moival  of  otfaflia.  ThB  preeariooe  state  of  Dr.  Flezma&'s  health 
rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  withdraw  firom  fi?eqiieiit  service, 
uiid  tu  reside  iu  a  part  of  the  lown  where  he  could  enjoy  the 
beneiit  of  the  advice  of  a  medical  iriend.  All  these  uircum- 
steneea  indooed  him  in  1783  to  leeign  hie  charge  at  Rother- 
hiihe ;  and  in  consequmoe  of  that  eveni  the  eocaetj  disserved. 
He  oontiaBed,  however,  to  oflieiate  aa  morning  leetarer  at  St 
Helen  fc,  an  office  to  which  he  was  chosen  iu  1754  ;  and  he 
preached  occasionally  at  other  places  as  long  as  his  healtU 
albwed.    He  died  Jnne  14,  1795,  in  his  88th  year. 

Tha  IbUowiag  paitioiilaia  are  talm  firom  Dr.  A.  Reee'e 
lonerBl  eermon.  Dr.  Flexman'e  mental  abUitiea  and  Hteiary 
acrjuircments  were  considerable.  He  was  particularly  noted 
for  his  extensive  and  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  hisu»iy  ul 
Gogland.  8o  retentive  waa  hie  memory  that  it  superseded  the 
neoessity  of  reenrring  to  written  anthorities^  and  served  him  fiir 
the  reeUnl  of  the  most  obsenre  dates  and  &cts.  This  rendered 
him  ct^ble  of  oommnnleating  important  infimnation  npon  a 

•  Mr.  WIlsoD't  ststement.  That  author  does  not  mention  Mr.  Flex- 
nan'i  letlleiiwiit  at  Bow.  See  Eng»  Fresb.,  p.  165. 
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variet)'  of  ocoaaooB;  and  be  was  often  consolted  hy  men  of 
tlie  finrt  rvnk  and  ebaracter.   In  poHdeal  diMmsmons,  as  well 

a8  in  researches  of  a  littTarv  kiinl,  bis  knowledco  was  of  irreat 
service.  It  gave  him  access  to  many  members  ot  both  houses 
of  parliament,  who  availed  tiiemselves  of  hints  and  references 
with  which  he  supplied  them ;  and  it  led  him  to  form  an  ac* 
qnamtance  with  several  eminent  soholani  and  writefs.  Hie 
onlj  pecuniary  advantage  of  any  moment  which  he  derived 
firom  connexions  of  this  kind,  arose  i\\na  his  appointment  to  be 
one  of  the  compilers  of  the  General  Index  to  the  Journals  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  Volumes  viu.»  ix.,  x*,  and  xi.,  com- 
prehending the  parliammitarj  prooeedbgs  from  16(iO  to  liSSl, 
were  assigned  to  him.  This  elaborate  work  was  begtm  in  ]77lly 
and  conipleted  in  I7B0.  But  such  pursuits  did  not  prevent  Lis 
application  to  subjects  immediately  conuectcd  with  his  sacred 
profession.  The  stndjr  of  the  Scriptures,  and  particularly  of  the 
New  Testament,  in  the  original  langnages,  was  an  employment 
to  which  he  devoted  much  time,  and  in  which  he  took  peculiar 
pleasure.  His  seniiments  on  theological  subjects  chiefly  coin- 
cided with  those  ol  Dr.  Amory  and  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke.  Dr. 
Flezmaa  was  also  distinguished  for  his  integrity.  He  was  in- 
timately acquainted  with  several  dignified  oleigymen;  and  we 
are  assured  that  a  conslderaUe  preferment  was  actnall  v  offered 
him.  But  he  continued  to  exercise  his  ministry  amongr  the 
Dissenters,  notwithstanding  many  diflicuUirs  and  discourage- 
ments. Highly  esteeming  many  members  of  the  Establishment, 
and  equally  respected  by  them,  he  maintained  his  own  profes- 
sion without  wavering.  On  many  occanons  he  approved  himself 
an  eidiglktened  and  strenuous  advocate  Ibr  ci\*fl  and  religious 
liberty.  His  abilitiea  and  various  atiainments  justly  entitled 
him  to  a  degree  of  D.  D.,  which  was  conferred  upou  him  in 
17J0,  by  the  Marischal  Collie  of  Aheideen.* 

•  Wi]Mii*t  Hist.  Vol.  iv.  p.  361 ;  and  Dr.  A.  Ract*!  Ttaneral  Swml 
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"Camden  says  that  its  proper  imnie  is  Trulu  itL'^r,  whidi  means  a 
firm  and  tru.-ty  Indue.  Ldaiid  writes  it  Thorou^^iibridgei  ttiidGou<,'li, 
aii  well  a&  the  uutlior  of  Magna  Britannia^  Trolbridge.  The  rru.soii 
aDe^d  for  the  last  name  is,  that  *hesidp  the  nntiiral  nieltintr  of  /  into 
%  Itmn  18  a  tithing  in  the  liberty  and  parish  called  Troll,  and  a  krge 
ooanmon  near  it  of  the  nine  name.' " 

*'  Like  the  generality  of  manufacturing  towns,  Trowbridge  is  very 
IM^nlu^  baUt  None  of  the  atreeti  aeem  to  have  been  formed  ac- 
cording to  any  predetermined  p]an»  but  to  Kate  been  trraaged,  con- 
.  itntcted,  and  altered  according  as  private  interest,  caprice,  or  conve> 
nience  might  ntggest.  Hence,  though  there  are  leveral  handsome 
iNUses  in  fhe  town,  they  appear  to  great  disadvantage  from  the 
iM'mwuess  of  the  passage  in  front,  and  the  intermixture  of  old  and 
shabby-look inn^  buildings." 

The  woollen  muiiiitucturc,  in  which  a  large  number  o(  the  iuhuhit- 
aril8  are  engaged,  wjis  first  e^^tablished  here  in  the  early  part  of  the 
reign  of  Henrv  VIII.,  under  the  auspii  es  of  the  I'^arl  of  Hertford, 
aften^'ards  Puke  of  .Sonu  r>et,  to  whom  the  town,  aji  bdouging  to  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,  had  been  granle<l  l>y  the  crown.  The  cloths  now 
prindpally  manufactured  in  this  town  are  broad  cloths  and  kersey- 
meres.— Beautieg  of  Enirlnnd  and  fV ales. 
/fPopulation  in  1811,— e076i  in  1821,— S>M5i  iu  18dl,-->10,863. 
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GENERAL  BAPTIkST. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  there  were 
many  General  Baptist  churches  in  the  county  of 
Wiltshire.  In  the  histories  of  their  draominatioii 
lirequent  mention  is  made  of  the  district  meetings 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  hold  for  purposes 
of  reUgious  fellowship.  As  new  sects  sprung  up, 
the  seal  of  many  of  the  brethren  on  behalf  of 
baptism  was  weakened ;  some  congregations,  par- 
ticularly in  the  smaller  towns,  became  quite 
extinct;  and  others  gradually  adopted  the  tenets 
and  assumed  the  name  of  Particular  or  Calviuistic 
Baptists. 

The  society  at  Trowbridge  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  kingdom.  There  is  a  tradition  that  it  was 
formed  some  years  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
Uniformity.  But  the  church-book  was  not  com- 
menced till  1714;  nor  are  there  any  traces  of  more 
ancient  records.  It  is  evident,  however,  from  the 
number  of  names  subjoined  to  the  hrst  memoran- 
dum, that  the  congregation  had  existed  many 
years.  The  memorandum  is  as  follows:  "We,  the 
church  of  Christ,  baptized  on  the  personal  pro- 
fession of  our  own  faith,  usually  meeting  in 
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Trowbridge  and  Southwick,  whose  names  are  here- 
aiter  subscribed,  do  agree  that  this  be  our  churcb 
book,  or  our  book  to  register  the  proceedings  of 
our  church  meetings,  aud  to  be  kept  by  one  of  our 
pastors  for  that  purpose.  July  30,  1714."  Signed 
by  two  pastors,  three  ministers,  four  deacons,  and 
two  hundred  aud  twenty-ibux  members. 

The  church  met  for  a  long  time  at  the  two  places 
here  mentioned.  They  are  three  miles  apart ;  a 
aieeting-house  had  been  built  in  each*  there  being 
distinct  congregations  diough  a  community  of 
pastors*  ministers,  and  deacons*  The  first  pan  tors 
OB  record  are  Mr,  John  Lawes  and  Mr.  John 
Dayisson,  who  were  probably  free  from  all  secular 
«mfl0yment6>  and  devoted  entirely  to  the  dutiea  of 
fweachiufjr,  admintstering  the  oidiiianeet,  and  visits 
ing.  ihe  minkters  were  Mr.  James  Edwards, 
Mr.  Thomaa  haoaM,  and  Mr.  £dwajrd  £vans ;  they 

appear  to  have  been  eugugcd  iii  bii:5iiiL:.s.s,  and  to 
have  been  selected  from  the  general  body  of 
Biembers  m  aocount  of  their  superior  attainments 
and  other  qualifications  for  assisting  in  the  work  of 
poblic  instrnctum»  It  was  customary  amokig  the 
General  Baptist  churches  of  this  period  to  select 
a  new  pastoi^  in  the,  event  of  the  removal  of  an 
M  one*  from  the  ministers;  and  there  are  instances 
of  the  gradiml  promotion  of  deacons,  first  to  the 
office  of  minister  and  then  to  that  of  pastor,  they 
being  also  originally  chosen  on  accoiiut  of  their 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  the  steadfastness  of 
their  failh.  and  the  purity  of  their  lives. 
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The  meeting-house  at  Trowbridge,  in  which  one 
fiection  oi  this  flourishing  church  met  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  their  register,  is  stiU  standiBg; 
It  is  built  in  a  style  which  iudicates  that  the  wor* 
shipen  were  opulent  as  well  as  numenms.  Tkc 
roof  consists  of  seyeral  arches,  curtoiisly  constructed 
and  supported  by  two  large  pillars.  There  are 
three  galleries,  a  baptistery,  and  a  vestry.  Beneath 
the  pews  arc  several  vaults,  in  which,  as  well  as  in 
the  cemetery  adjoining,  are  the  remains  of  many  of 
the  most  influential  and  intelligent  ftuniKes  of  the 
lown.  The  walls  are  ornamented  by  tablets  to  the 
memory  of  Messrs.  Lucas,  D.  Jones,  and  W.  Wat 

drun,  uiiiiibters  of  the  congregation  ;  also  Ly  a 
monument  with  the  names  of  all  the  other  miniap 
ters,  erected  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Martin.  Soon 
after  this  indefatigable  man  became  the  pastor  of  the 
church  the  sounding  board  was  removed^  and  he 
caused  to  be  inscribed  over  the  pulpit  in  gold 
letters,  ''Jssus  Christ  cams  into  tu£  wouj> 
TO  SAVE  SINNERS.**  The  appropriateness  of  this 
inscription  is  recognized  by  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  style  of  Mr.  Martin*s  praacfaing  and  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  exercises  his  ministry. 

Mr.  I^wes,  whose  name  appears  hrst  on  our  list 
of  pastors,  is  said  to  have  cUed  in  the  year  1714^ 
and  his  colkague,  Mr.  Davisson,  in  1721.  The 
latter  was  the  author  of  two  works,  entitled  "De 
Ordtnatione  Dissertatio  Historica/'  and  "  A  Vindi- 
cation of  the  Protestant  Dissenters  Mission,  a 
sermon  preached  at  Taunton,  June  7, 1730."  He 
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also  superintended  an  academy  for  the  education  of 
young  men  for  the  miiufitry.  Mr.  JJavUsou  wa# 
succeeded  both  in  the  paetorel  charge  aad  in  the 
cfice  of  tutor  by  Mr.  Thomas  Lucai^  one  of  the 
tiuustexe*^  He  was  the  author  of  an  excellent 
"On  Compulsion  in  Matters  of  Conscience^** 
iOBie  extracts  from  whkh«  advocating  the  prmciplea 
contended  for  in  the  present  day  in  the  same  pulpit» 
may  be  found  in  the  Christian  Reformer.^  There 
is  a  Latin  inscription  on  a  monument  in  the  chapei» 
pcninting  out  the  spot  where  his  remmns  wei^  in* 
texred,  and  commemorating  his  high  mental  and 
moml  quaiificationB  for  setting  forth  ''pure  and  un* 
defiled  religion ; '  he  died  after  a  sliort  illness  in 
1741.  Mr.  Lucas  was  followed  by  Mr.  W.  Wat 
dvoa,  a  native  of  Soutlimolton^  in  Deronsbire.  He 
went  to  Trowbridge  for  his  education,  became  a 
good  classical  seholar,  and  aa  eloqnentand  dignified 

preacher.  Having  a  family,  he  deemed  it  prudent 
to  engage  in  the  clothing  trade*  which  he  carried 
en  with  great  sneoess.  He  was  pastor  of  the 
church  upwards  of  fifty  years^  and  died  in  1794* 
It  appears  that  he  was  assisted  for  some  time  in  the 
ministry  by  a  Mr.  Cure.  The  following  entry  is 
found  in  the  register  of  buriaia;  ''The  fiev.  John 
Cure  was  buried  in  a  vault  near  the  pillar  in  the 
soiith  aisle,  Nov.  17,  1762,  aged  27  years." 

*  ff»  iUf  tadmf  ^nrt  voM|»  ^  ]W  1737,  certain  bvoks  Moog- 
ing  10  tlie  Qmml  Bftptiit  chinch,  Rmrt  Allej,  Bwbicaii.^WiLsoit,  Vol. 
lfLp.SSl. 

t  O.  S.,  Vol.  ix.  p.  235. 
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Mr.  Waldron's  sucoessor  wag  Mr.  Thomas  Twi* 

ning^  of  whose  life  I  shall  give  a  short  sketch 
elsewhere*    I  am  alio  enabled  to  furnish  a  distanct 
memoir  of  the  next  minister,  Mr.  Daniel  Jontis. 
But  it  may  be  desirable  to  initroduce  here  a  few 
parliculani  of  the  slate  of  the  congregation  during 
his  ministry.*    lie  found  at  Trowbridge  a  »mail 
but  peaceable  society^  and  resumed  those  exertions 
to  revive  the  General  Baptist  cause  which  he  had 
made  in  other  places.    In  this  work  he  was  suc- 
cessful ;  his  hearers  soon  increased,  and  many 
were  united  to  the  church.    Nor  were  his  hibours 
confined  to  this  spot.   In  conjunction  with  a  few  of 
his  brethren  of  the  General  Baptist  persuasion,  he 
fbrmed  district  quarterly  meetings  in  the  counti^ 
of  Wilts*  Somerset,  and  Dorset   I  haTe  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  how  long  these  meetings  were 
continued,  but  they  are  said  by  Mr.  David,  the 
biographer  of  Mr.  Jones,  to  hare  "contribute  to 
promote  the  knowledge  of  rational  religion,  awaken 
attention  to  free  inquiry,  and  cherish  just  and  libo* 
ral  sentiments."    "  In  sentiment,''  continues  Mr. 
David,  "  Mr.  Jones  was  a  General  Unitarian  Bap>» 
tist,  and  an  advocate  for  free  communion.  His 
public  dibcourses  were  plain  and  practical,  but 
enforced  by  motives  drawn  from  the  Christian  re* 
relation,  and  delivered  generally  extempore,  with  a 
pleasing  degree  of  animation.    The  devotional  parte 
of  worship  he  conducted  in  a  free,  unrestrained 

*  Mon.  Ro|>.  Vol  V.  |i.  201. 
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i>[nvh  of  piety,  equally  removed  iioiu  formality  and 
affectaticm." 

For  some  years  the  Trewbrk^fe  coogreg^on 
had  beeu  approaching  tlie  sentiments  defended  by 
Mr.  JoDes.  Several  of  his  predecessors  had  distill 
guishod  themselves  by  the  candour  and  earnestness 
with  which  they  sought  tor  truth  and  advocated 
the  rights  of  cmiscience.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  constitution  of  the  society  to  discourage  them. 
It  is  true  that  in  one  respect  the  early  discipline 
of  the  cfiiirch  was  rigid;  from  1714  to  1724, 
there  were  many  expulsions  in  consequence  of  im- 
morality ;  but  there  is  no  instance  of  excommuni- 
cation or  even  admonition^  in  consequence  of  sup- 
posed erroneous  (qnnions.  A  bad  life  seems  to 
Iwfe  been  the  only  heresy  of  which  the  Trowbridge 
congregation  have  ever  taken  notice.  Nor  is  there 
the  slightest  intimatiim  that  the  ehurcfa  was  ever 
Trinitarian  or  Calvinistic, — that  its  members  were 
ever  required  to  do  more  than  profess  their  Mth  in 
the  Q-ospel,  and  endeavour  to  govern  their  conduct  by 
lis  precepts.  In  the  year  i»06  Mr.  Jones  made  the 
following  entry:  "We  have  had  much  trouble  from 
the  Particular  Baptists,  who  insinuate  themselves 
whenever  they  can  among  our  weaker  members^  and 
make  the  grossest  misrepresentations  of  our  doe- 
trine  *  All  the  successors  of  Mr,  Jones  have  been 
deeided  Unitarians.  Mr.  Qisbume  and  Mr.  Wright 
were  celebrated  for  their  zeal  in  advocating  the  un- 
popular doctrines  of  their  denomination ;  and  the 
present  minister  is  not  less  firm«  although  honour* 
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ably  characterized  by  a  practical  and  truly  evan- 
gelical style  of  pr<^hiiig. 

The  congregatioii  began  to  dectiiie  soon  after 
other  Dissenters  erected  their  staadarda.  About 
the  year  1600,  the  meeting-house  at  Southwick 
"being  found  no  longer  serviceable  was  taken  down, 
in  the  town  of  Trowbridge  there  are  now  seven 
worshiping  assemblies  besides  that  connected  with 
the  Established  Church.  Of  the  hitter,  the  Rev. 
O.  Crabbe  was  for  many  years  the  minister ;  and 
while  his  talents  as  a  poet  gained  the  admiration  of 
his  countrymen  generally,  his  liberality  as  a  clergy- 
man secured  the  respectful  r^id  of  his  townsmen.^ 

•  Hm  IbUowIng  rtimfkt  urera  made  hf  Mr.  Vaxtin,  in  the  General 
Baptist  piilpit»ai  <ke  cioMef  hit  Mnen  on  8inidqr«veniiig^flBbMry 

12, 1832. 

**  I  cannot  conclude  the  lacred  services  of  this  hallowed  day,  wltliovt 
adverting  to  the  hm  we  have  all  inatained  by  the  d^th  of  tiie  TfmtreWn 
Rector  of  this  pRn«Ti  Tie  was,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  a  good  man, 
and  one  who  has  scarcely  left  his  like  hehind.  Kind  in  hi^'  disposition,  af- 
fectionate in  his  manners,  chnritable  in  his  principles,  beneficent  in  his  ac- 
tions, and  liberal  with  his  property,  few  were  more  de«er\  edly  honoured, 
or  more  universally  beloved.  Truly  may  it  be  said  of  him,  in  the  beautiful 
languageof  Job:  'When  die  ear  heard  ]itni»  then  it  Meewd  bte  >  aii4  when 
the  eye  law  him,  it  gnve  witncet  to  Um.  He  delivered  tlie  poor  that 
eried,  and  the  MieiieHii  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him.  TheUen* 
log  of  him  that  was  ready  to  peridi  cane  upon  him  |  and  he  eawed  the 
widow'a  heart  to  iiag  iatytfJ 

While  attached  to  the  chnreh  ef  wliicfa  lie  wai  a  miaiatar,  and  Armly 
mehitainiDg  the  principke  he  pieiiMwd*  he  waa  no  hfgot.  The  w^kHfi 

party  which  (alas,  for  the  interests  of  religion  I)  prevails  to  such  an  un- 
happy extent  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood,  never  stained  his  character. 
He  was  a  lover  of  all  good  men,  and  like  the  holy  Apostle  of  old,  could  say 
in  the  sincerity  of  his  soul,  *  Grace  be  with  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ/  His  memory  will  live  in  the  grateful  recollection  of  the  wise  nnd 
good,  when  that  ol  narrow-minded  bigots  shail  have  passed  into  obhvion. 
Rich  in  years  and  iisefulocss,  he  came  to  his  giavc  like  a  shock  of  corn  in 
m  ieaMtt.''--»M»  /mmel. 
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At  the  time  of  Mr.  Martin  s  election,  March,  1827, 
three  fourths  of  the  people  were  Dissenters;  the 
number  of  General  Baptists,  however,  was  very 
smiill»  and  the  affairs  of  their  church  in  a  bad  state. 
In  consequence  of  the  timely  and  sealous  exertions 
of  the  new  minister,  followed  by  the  Divine  bles- 
sing, the  society  now  wears  a  different  aspect. 
During  the  last  seven  years  many  members  have 
been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  The  num- 
ber of  hearers  now  g^erally  amounts  to  about  130 
in  the  morning,  200  in  the  afternoon,  and  300  in 
the  evening.  In  addition  to  these  services  they 
have  one  of  the  same  kind  on  Thursday  evening; 
and  prayer  meetings  on  Sunday  morning  and  Mon- 
day evening.  One  of  the  most  interesting  charac- 
terisli OS  of  this  congregation  is,  that  the  majority  of  its 
members  are  in  the  humblest  walks  of  life,  yet  find 
the  simple  tniihs  of  Unitarianism  amply  sufficient. 
Mr.  Martin  and  his  friends  have  also  estaljlished  or 
infused  fresh  vigour  into  several  charitable  institu- 
tions connected  with  the  chapel,  one  of  which  is  a 
well  conducted  Sunday-school,  consisting  of  150 
scholars,  supported  by  an  annual  collection.  In 
the  present  year  the  trust-deeds  have  been  renewed, 
and  the  chapel  put  in  complete  repair,  at  an 
expense  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  It 
is  gratifying  to  observe  the  regularity  with  which 
aU  the  proceedings  of  the  church  have  been  lately 
recorded  in  the  original  book.  The  annual  letters 
to  the  general  assembly^  never  copied  among  the 
minutes  before  1827,  now  appear  in  their  proper 
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place  ami  iuniisli  interesting  and  iiuj[x>rtaiit  infor- 
mation respecting  the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
congregation.  Long  may  both  pastor  and  people 
continue  to  see  their  pious  labours  prosj)er,  and  may 
the  God  of  truth  whom  they  so  fiuthfullj  endeavour 
to  serve,  make  them  tjlad  accord inq  to  the  days  i?i 
which  th^  ha»e  hem  affticted  and  the  jfears  iu  mkkk 
theg  ham  a^en  eniL 

The  following  are  among  the  monumental  in-> 
seriptions: 

In  memory  of  tue  Uev.  William  VValdron,  who  wah  >oh  hhy 
YEARH  Pastor  of  the  rui'Rrff  of  Christ  in  this  jm,ack.  He 

DErARTBO  THIS  LIFE  Jl.st  JaM  ARY,  1/94,  IN  THE  /Stll  YEAR  OF 
HIS  AQE,  AND  IS  IMTBRBSO  NEAR  TBIS  PJtACE. 

In  nBMQiiT  ow  TWt  RsT.  Danibl  JmUt  wao  was  pAvroft  or 

THIS  CHUUCH  rOR  TSW  TBAR8.  Hs  in%D  MaRCH  l4th,  1810,  IN 
TUE  4lst  YEAR  OP  HIS  AOE,  AND  IS  INTERRED  NEAR  THIS  SPOT. 


iKUnfsins* 

JOBN  LawjsS    1710—1714. 

John  Davisson    17i2--1721, 

Thomas  Lucas   1721—1743 

William  WALDBorr    1743—1794 

Thomas  Twining   1791—1799 

Daniel  Jones    i8U0— ]S10 

William  Jonks    1811—1812 

John  Gisbuhns   1818 — 1829 

Richard  Wright   1822—1887 

Samuel  MARriN   1827. 
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The  Hev.  THOMAS  TviNlNO  wrs  bom  at  Haverfordwest^ 
in  1746.  In  1761,  he  oommeneed  his  aoademioal  itadies  m. 
l4>iidon,  under  Dr.  JemiiDgi  and  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Savage. 

After  the  decenne  of  the  formrr,  mul  the  removal  of  the  semiimry 
to  Hoxton,  he  completed  course  of  education  under  Mr. 
Savage,  0r.  Kippin,  and  Dr.  Reei.  His  first  settlement  waa  ai 
fiixefer,  in  1768,  with  a  todety  that  seoeded  fixim  a  Particnlar 
Baptist  oongregatioD.  In  the  same  jear  he  removed  to  Doiim« 
ton,  Wilts,  on  an  invitation  from  a  conp^reu-atioii  of  General 
Bapii:sts.  He  was  ordained  as  their  puistor  in  May,  1775;  and 
Goutiaued  in  this  connexion  till  1777.  He  tlieu  went  to  Trow- 
bridge, and  became  a  coUeagne  witii  Mr.  Waldron,  on  whose 
death  he  was  chosen  pastor.  Mr.  Twining  died  suddenly, 
July  11,  1799.  In  the  month  of  May  preceding,  he  had  visited 
his  friends,  and  had  preached  before  the  General  Flaptist  As- 
sembly, in  Worship  Street.  On  the  3rd  of  July,  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Western  Unitarian  Society  was  held  at  War- 
minster. Mr.  Twining  attended,  apparently  in  perfect  health 
and  spirits ;  and  from  a  ten$e  of  duty,  as  he  expressed  it,  became 
a  member.  The  prospect  of  aid  which  tku  iustiuition  beheld 
in  his  cLar.icter  and  abilities,  was  soon  overclouded.  Soon 
after  he  had  given  it  his  sanction,  he  was  seized  in  the  str*  t 
Trowbridge,  before  he  reached  his  own  home,  and  immediately 
expired.  It  is  remarhable  that,  when  he  left  his  iamOy  in  the 
luoriiiDus  he  took  ri  more  than  usually  affectionate  leave  of 
them ;  and  he  was  uncommonly  cheerful  all  the  day. 

During  his  residoiicc  in  Exeter,  Ue  married  Miss  Ann  Ken* 
uaway,  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  Kennaway,  fuller  and  maltster* 
by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  Mrs.  Twining  died  in  1788, 
and  of  their  cliildren  only  two  daughters  survived  their  worthy 
father.  Mr.  Twining  hud  lcaniin<ir  and  abilities  ;  he  was  a  ju- 
dicionSy  though  not  popular  preacher,  and  a  man  of  unfeigned 
worth  and  goodness.  In  consequence  of  much  study  and  inquiry, 
his  ratiglava  sentimento  underwent  a  great  change;  he  bcigan  life 
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a  CalvinUt,  mul  died  a  Uiiitsiriaii.  His  discourses,  sixteen  of 
which  were  published  hy  his  friend  Dr.  Toulmiu,  afford  a  pic- 
ture of  the  man.  They  contain  the  sentiments  of  his  open, 
bonestf  liberal,  and  inquiring  mind,  and  are  descriptive  of  the 
benevolence,  integritj^,  and  artlew  aimpticity  of  bis  character. 
In  1786,  he  published  ^'A  Dueoorse  on  Baptism;  containing 
remarks  and  Dbservutions  on  Dr.  Priestley's  chtipti^rs  on  the 
same  rabject.  By  Philaletkes."  This  is  a  useful  p;iiiiphlet ;  it 
diaeovers  a  liberal  spirit,  and  great  good  eenae.  He  also  printed 
a  traet,  entitled  A  abort  Hiatory  of  the  Phariaeee,  with  a 
parallel  between  the  ancient  and  modem/'  * 


Mr.  Daniel  .Tones  was  the  son  of  Richard  Jones,  woollen 
manufacturer,  ol  Tresach,  in  the  county  of  Carmarthen.  Being 
fond  of  mecbanical  panmita,  be  was  apprenticed  to  a  cloek  and 
watoh  maker;  bat  bie  master  soon  after  died,  and  be  gave  up 
the  pnrsoit  of  that  bosmess.  It  was  abont  tlus  time  bis  mind 
was  seriously  impressed  wiiL  iLu  luiportauce  of  religion,  tmd 
this  ltd  him  eventually  to  becouie  a  member  of  a  Calvinistic 
Baptist  church  at  Panteg.  That  society  soon  perceived  the 
modest  merit  and  inteUectoal  powers  of  yonng  Jonea^  and 
eommended  bim  as  a  candidate  for  the  Cbnstian  ministry  to 
the  Baptist  Academy  at  Brbtol,  then  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Caleb  Evans.  Ha\ing  finished  bis  studies  in  the  year  1792, 
iie  was  invited  to  settle  iu  Swansea  with  a  society  composed 
partly  of  persons  wbo  bad  separated  themselves  from  the  old 
meeting-bonse  in  High  Street^  and  bad  erected  a  place  of  wor- 
ship in  the  Back  Lane,  in  the  same  town :  this  was  a  Particular 
Baptist  church.  On  bcginninc:  bis  labours  here,  he  was  highly 
approved  of,  and  was  ordained  the  first  year  of  his  settlement. 
But  there  had  been  noticed  in  the  Principality,  sevenl  jears 
before,  a  spirit  of  inqniry  amongst  some  of  the  leading  teaebers 
in  the  Calvinistic  Baptist  ooonexioii^  wbicb  led  many  to  doubt 

*  Toeliiifai'i  Memoir  ofTSrioiDg,  pftflied  to  tbe  ToloBie  of  Smnens. 
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Ike  trotk  of  some  popular  opinioiu.    Mr.  JoncB  wm  hy  no 
means  an  inattentive  spectator  to  what  was  passing ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  discussions  which  had  takcu  pluec  led  Uiiu  to  rc- 
coudider  bis  creed  by  tbe  test  of  Scripture;  and  the  careful  study 
of  the  New  Testament  proved  latal  to  his    orthodoxy/'  It 
wnB  not  long  before  he  was  suspected  of  a  departure  from  the 
popolar  ftitfas  hj  a  departure  from  untcriptund  terms  and  jvAnuet. 
Although  his  friends  and  admirers  were  numerous  both  in  and 
out  of  tbe  society  at  this  period,  yet  as  a  lover  of  peace,  and 
one  whu  cultivated  the  spirit  of  his  Master,  he  did  not  tUiuk  it 
his  duty  to  oontinne  any  longer  in  a  situation  that  promised  him 
moie  tronble  than  comfort^  and  more  diAoulty  than  usefulness. 
In  the  year  1800,  Mr.  Jones  settled  at  Trowbridge,  in  oonse 
quence  of  an  uuaiiimous  invitation ;  and  berc  he  remained  till 
he  died.    The  closins;     6XX6  ul  his  pilgrimage  was  intereeting, 
baft  natural.   A  life  of  piety^  obedience,  and  benevolence,  maj 
iMonably  be  expected  to  end  in  peaoe^  if  not  in  tzuunph. 
Dming  faia  illne§By  be  expresnd  to  h»  friends  his  entire  satia- 
&ction  in  his  Unitarian  sentiments.    To  him  they  appeared 
full  of  liarm<jiiy  and  consolation.     He  often  remarked,  that 
wiiiie  he  retained  Calvinistic  and  Trinitaxian  opinions,  he  felt 
foplned  ia  pedbtmiiig  acts  of  devotion^  and  In  keeping  bos 
eirv  on  lha  piop«  olgeot  itf  it.  His  mora  recent  fidtfa  was  not 
devoid  of  consolation ;  be  exnhed  in  tbe  thought,  ^That  all 
thingfs  arc  of  Ciod,  vviio  hath  reconciled  us  to  himself  by  Jesus 
Christ' ' ;  here  he  found  a  centre  of  rest ;  and,  consei^ueuily,  his 
hope  waa  fall  of  immortality  1  * 


Mr.  OlSBURNS  was  bom  at  Gisborougb,  m  Yorkshire.  His 
parents  being  members  of  the  Elstabtisbed  Churcb,  he  probably 

learned  its  doctrines  and  for  some  time  attended  upon  its  ser- 
vices. But  at  an  eaily  period  of  life  he  used  bis  judgment, 
and  followed  the  dictates  of  hia  conscience  with  respect  to  re- 

*  Mod.  Rep.  VoL  v.  p.  199, 
O 
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ligiims  fmbjecto.  At  dgfateea  ymn  of  age  lie  jcuied  the  We9- 
leyan  MetiiodistB;  and  soon  beeame  a  praacber.  In  1798»  bo 
went  to  Scotkndf  and  remained  tliere  about  three  yean.  He 

tben  returned  to  England,  and  contmued  to  labour  as  a  Method- 
ist muiister  till  the  spring  of  when  Lc  chaiigtHi  liis  opi- 
nioiui  r»*«p«*rthig  Hnptisoi,  and  was  publicly  baptized  at  Wor- 
oester.   Tbe  Baptist  aoeiety  at  Soham  being  without  a  mimiitrri 
he  waa  reooDunended  to  &em  for  three  numtha^  and  aoon  after* 
wards  aettled  with  dtem.   Even  then  he  entertained  just  and 
enlarged  notions  upon  the  subject  of  rcligioiiii  iibcrtv  ;  be  poa- 
seaeedy  indeed^  a  mind  too  powerful  to  be  fettered  by  human. 
mmdm,  *  ^Irit  too  investigating  to  be  oonfined  within  bona- 
didea  preaeiibed  by  man.  Sabaeriptton  to  certain  artkdea  of 
fidth  being  reqmred  as  a  qnalifieation  for  nnion  with  the  aoeieiy 
at  Soliuiij,  the  following  was  part  of  his  reply  to  their  invitation 
to  him ;  **  I  have  n(*ver  Hub&cribfed.  io  any  humAii  lurmalaiy  uf 
fiuthy  and  never  intend  to  do  it.    I  look  upon  myself  a&  a  dia* 
eipla  of  the  Lord  Jeaoa  Chriet  alone^  ooiiBeqiiendy  it  ia  impoa- 
aible  for  me  to  submit  to  say  other  andiority.  I  intend  to 
maintain  my  Kberty,  and  will  never  be  bronght  aider  bondage 
by  any.    On  no  account  can  I  ever  think  of  subscribing^  to  any 
book  but  the  Bible."    This  led  to  sarioua  conversation,  and  at 
length  the  whole  ohnrehy  excepting  one  penoo*  agreed    to  n« 
ieot  all  artideB  of  foith  and  oovenanta  of  hiomaii  maanfootnre. 
aa  binding  on  any  member,  and  anbecribe  to  the  saored  Serip- 
tures  alone."    He  tben  became  their  pastor,  uud,  for  several 
years,  his  services  were  much  approved.    Not  satisfied,  how- 
every  without  pursuing  his  religious  inquiries,  he  eventually  saw 
that  some  of  the  doetiines  whieh  he  had  believed  were  miserip- 
tnral.  When  the  ehange  in  his  sentiments  waa  made  known^  a 
few  of  his  hearers  withdrew  from  his  ser\'ice8,  while  the  majority 
adhered  tu  biin  and  enibraeed  his  principles.    Suun  afterwards, 
the  seoeders  resolved  to  return  and  eject  him.    Finding  other 
means  ineffectnal^  they  at  length  determined  to  keep  him  ont 
of  the  chapel  by  force,  and  for  this  purpose  locked  it  up  after 
one  of  the  morning  services.   One  of  the  trustees  would  not 
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consent  to  bcve  the  sftenuxm  wonhip  thus  prevented,  and 
opened  a  window,  at  which  Mr.  Gisbnrne  entered  to  nn&sten 

the  do<3r.  A  constable,  though  without  a  warrant,  immediately 
took  him  into  custody,  and  kept  him  five  hourid  in  coniiiiement. 
Hie  contending  pcurties  were  then  heard  before  two  clerical 
nagietratee,  and  the  Calviniate  boond  over  to  pcoaeciite  at  the 
next  Cambridge  aeriaee.  Mr.  Giabam^  on  tUa  oooasion,  ap- 
pKed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Fund.  They  advised 
him  to  procure  a  t»  lujiomry  place  of  worship,  and  sent  their 
&>ecretary  with  an  attorney  tg  the  assizes.  Cron  indictmenta 
wiare  preAmd  againat  the  pvoaeentoca.  The  grand  jnrj  threw 
oak  tbe  bill  lodged  againat  Mr.  Giabnme,  and  Ibimd  aa  tme  two 
bOk  presented  by  the  loUeitor  of  die  Foend.  Mr,  CKabome  and 
his  friends,  uu willing  to  take  an  unlkir  advantaere  of  this  victory, 
adhered  to  a  proposal  they  had  made,  of  submitting  the  dispute 
to  amioable  anangement  It  wae  then  agreed  that  Mr.  G. 
sboald  atop  all  proeeedinga  agaiait  the  riotera,  and  nlinqniah 
the  oid  iDeeting*hoiiae,  on  eooditioa  of  reeeiving  from  the  oppo- 
site party  a  sum  towards  the  erection  of  a  new  one.  This, 
having  been  built^  was  opened  early  in  1810.  In  the  spring  of 
1812,  the  pastor  received  an  unanimous  invitation  from  Trow- 
bridge^ which  he  aeoepted*  In  1822,  he  waa  viaited  with  an 
affitotioii  by  wbaoh  ha  waa  wholly  diaafaled  for  pablic  services^  and 
his  fimilly  bronght  into  great  ^Ustreas.  At  this  time  of  need,  the 
Ahni":htv  Friend  in  wli  oTn  he  had  trusted  did  not  forsake  him. 
His  ca^  excited  the  sympathy  of  many  persons  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  who  kindly  and  promptly  afforded  their  aid. 
By  the  advice  of  firiendsy  he  removed  to  Soham  with  his  ftmily 
abonC  half  a  year  after  Ins  illness  commenced^  and  tfiere  he 
finislKxl  his  mortal  coimie  May  4th,  182(>,  in  the  49th  year  of 
km  lige.  * 

*  Mon.  Rep.  Vul.  xxi.  p.  .i02. 
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WiBBMi]itnv»  WeraunHor  or  Winniiiitor,  b  ritiuted  on  a  plain 
iounadiately  beneath  a  long  tract  of  verdant  down  eztending  as  ftr  ■■ 
Bntton  Cunp* 

"One  longttKelpiMea  thraugli  die  town  t  but  in  the  ndddle  of  the 

last  century  it  was  so  full  of  deep  hollow  ways  that  you  might  step 
£ruui  ilie  looi  path  to  the  top  of  a  loaded  waggon. 

"This  town  has  been  long  celebrated  for  its  great  and  ready-money 
(I  rti  market,  held  weekly  on  Saturday}  a  sruk  In  longinjf  to  every  load 
i)i  wheat  and  of  other  grain  is  ^litched  in  the  ojx  n  street  and  the  pur- 
chases are  made  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  one. 

"The  clothing  trade  in  woollen  dotba  waa  formerly  carried  on  here 
n>  a  coniiderahle  eztenti  bnt  m  conieqiience  of  the  introduction  of 
nudimriy  and  many  other  caxue^  U  has  dwmdled  almost  to  nothing." 

Sir  R.  C  HoiAns. 

AVidatMoui  la  1821,-0612;  hi  1831ir-6115. 
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The  seeds  of  Noneonfoimity  m  Warminster  were 
probably  sown  by  Mr.  William  Oougb,  who  kept 
a  school  and  preached  here  before  the  restoration. 

In  the  year  1662  be  wag  rector  of  Inkjan^  in 
Berkshire,  and  was  deprived  of  his  living  on  the 
fatal  Bartholomew  Day.  He  remained  at  Inkpin^ 
however,  till  the  passing  of  the  Corporation  Act^ 
when  he  removed  to  Earl  Stoke,  between  Warmins- 
ter and  Devizes,  and  proved  very  useful  to  many 
infant  ehurches.^ 

Several  ministers  were  ejected  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Warminster  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity. 
Small  societies  were  iiniiiedialely  formed  by  their 
adherents,  and  meetings  were  held  in  retired  places 
as  often  as  possible.  The  history  of  the  Diss^t- 
ers  in  this  town  cannot  be  traced  with  precision 
farther  back  than  the  year  1687,  when  James  the 

Second  issued  his  dttlaration  for  liberty  of  consci- 
ence. It  appears  from  the  church  book,  which  has 
been  kept  with  unusual  exactness,  that  Mr.  Comp- 
ton  South  preached  to  the  congregation  and  proba- 
bly became  its  pastor  in  that  year.   But  the  society 

*  Nonocm.  Mem.  Vol.  L  p.  22B. 
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had  then  been  in  existence  some  time  and  was  one  of 

the  mobt  important  in  tliis  part  of  the  kingdom.  Dr. 
Calamy  informs  us,  that  "  Mr.  South  was  invited 
by  a  numerous  people  at  Warminster  to  undertake 
half  the  service  of  that  grent  congregation.  '* 

His  colleague  was  Mr.  John  Buckler,  who  had 
ufficiatetl  privately  a  considerable  time,  and  was  the 
principal  instrument  of  forming  the  church.  He 
also  carried  on  the  business  of  a  maltster,  and  might 
have  choiscn  for  his  motto,  "diligent  in  bubiuc^, 
fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.**  About  the  year 
1690  he  was  coinmitted  to  Salisbury  gaol  fur  preach- 
ing without  a  license,  and  the  congregation  imme- 
diately collected  a  sum  of  money  for  the  supply  of 
his  wants  in  prison.-}*  A  portrait  of  this  sufferer  for 

•  Ncn.  Xcm.  VoL  it  p.  497. 

t  It  it  «i«a  known  thai  tat  muy  ywi  after  Iho  RevolatiQn,  the  power 

of  the  High  Church  party  remained  fiUally  strong  in  every  pert  of  the 
kingdom.  Heoce^  the  trifling  circumstance  that  Mr.  Bmdcler  preached 
withont  a  license  v^vls  suffirirnt  to  inumtrc  him  in  a  (hirt^cnn,  to  the  seri- 
0111  inj^io'  of  hb  health,  his  busiuesu,  and  the  intcresta  of  the  congrocra- 
tion.  H  :  < ,  I  would  avail  myself  of  au  extract  from  a  lately  published 
iuid  highly  valuable  work,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  the  hardship;!  to 
which  the  Dissenters  were  subject  at  the  period  so  frequently  mentioned 
in  lUe  ndome^"  Ai  impriaomnent  (says  Sir  Jams  Meekintosh,  writing 
of  tlie  jeer  1687i)  ia  alwaya  the  nfest  ptiaiahaient  linr  a&  oppreaaor  lo 
indict,  eo  it  wet  in  flint  age,  in  England,  perhapi  tlie  moet  craeL  Soom 
cetinateaf  thetedateteofnman,  inniflering  the  extremily  of  oold^  ]nin* 
ger  and  nakedness,  in  one  of  the  dai  k  and  noiiome  dungeooe  then  called 
prisoMy  nmy  be  formed  by  the  remains  of  such  buildings  which  industri- 
ons  benevolence  has  not  yet  every  \\hcrc  demolished.  iJoing  subject  to 
no  rcj^iilation,  aiul  without  means  of  regular  suf^tfiumce  for  prib^jm  rs,  they 
were  at  once  tlie  itC(  ne  of  debauchery  and  fauiine.  Tlie  Pin  itans,  the 
most  i*ev'crely  moral  men  of  any  age,  were  crowdeil  in  c^lls  with  those 
profligate  and  ferocious  criminals  with  whom  the  kingdom  then  abounded. 
We  are  told  by  Tlioniaa  Bllwood,  the  Quaker,  a  friend  of  Bfflton,  that 
when  in  priaon  In  Newgate  for  hie  religion,  he  saw  the  heads  and  quarten 
of  men,  executed  for  treaion,  kept  for  Mmc  time  cioae  to  the  oelle,  and  the 
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conscieiice*  sake  has  been  preserved  hj  his  descend- 

auts,  some  of  whom  are  still  interested  in  the 
wel&re  of  the  society.  At  the  close  of  the  seYen- 
teenth  century,  various  ministers  officiated  oceasioii- 
ally>  espt'f  ialiy  Messrs.  Clarke  of  Shaftesbui  v, 
Titford,  Smithy  Rossiter^  Phillips  and  Dangerfield; 
and  in  the  year  1692  the  celebrated  William  Penn 
addressed  the  congregation. 

Until  the  year  1704,  the  Dissenters  at  Warmins- 
ter assembled  iu  a  barn  fitted  up  as  a  place  of 
worship.  They  then  erected  the  present  btdlding, 
which  was  opened  October  the  8th,  1704,  by  Dr. 
Cotton  from  Boston,  North  America.  This  eminent 
minister  built  a  house  for  himself  in  Warminsiter 

hoftds  toned  ainnit  in  tpmt  hy  the  hangmeii  and  the  more  hndened  nmle- 
lacton.  Thedewription  gl^en  by  Geoiipe  Vox,  the  founder  of  the  QnalKei% 
of  Ms  own  treatment  when  a  pilaoncr  at  Lanncestoo,  too  clearly  exhihita 
the  uiibonnded  power  of  gaolers  and  its  most  cruel  exercise.  It  was  no 
wonder  that  v.hpti  pri-^oner?'  were  brought  to  trial,  at  tho  a'lsizes,  the  con- 
tasrion  of  jT^Kil  K  \rr  >}i(nil(|  oltfM  rush  forth  with  them  Iroia  these  abodes 
ol  ail  that  was  loath>oiia,  and  }ii<lcous,  ajid  sweej)  away  judges,  and  jriron, 
and  advocates  with  its  pcatiiential  blast.  The  luoriaiity  of  such  prions 
must  have  surpassed  the  imaginations  of  more  cirilized  times ;  and  death, 
if  it  €o«dd  be  aeparated  from  the  long  sufferings  which  led  to  it,  might 
perhapa  be  conaidered  aa  the  most  merciliil  part  of  the  prison  discipline  of 
that  age.  It  wo«M  be  exceeding^  hard  to  estimate  its  amount^  even  if 
tin  difllcidty  were  not  cnhaneed  by  the  pr^ndiees  wliidi  led  eftlMr  to  as* 
tcnuation  or  aggravation.  Pi  tsoners  were  then  so  foigutteu  that  tables 
of  their  mortality  were  not  to  bo  expected,  and  the  very  nature  of  that 
Rtrocious  wickedness  which  employs  imjinriiiOumcT^t  as  the  instrument  of 
murder,  would,  in  many  cases,  rentier  it  inij)o»t<s;itik'  distinctly  and  palpably 
to  shew  the  process  liy  which  coici  ami  hunger  beget  long  distempers  only 
to  be  closed  by  mortal  diisease.  The  couiputationii  have  been  attempted, 
as  was  nattnvl,  by  the  solierera.  William  Penn»  a  man  of  soch  virtue  ae 
to  malce  his  testimony  weighty,  even  when  borne  to  the  iolteings  of  hia 
party,  poblidy  afllrmed  at  tlie  time^  that  since  the  restoration  aierr  f  Aen 
5,000  ptraoiM  kmd  di§d  te  bonds  >br  ntatUn  qf  mert  cewieiswtr  to  GmLf—SiB 
J.  MACKiMToaB*»  Hittvrf    lAe  BnoMitth  p.  1<0. 
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and  wa0  pastor  of  a  church  at  Homingsham,  in  die 

neighbourhood.  I  have  seen  a  curious  acccount* 
by  a  Mr.  Butl^^  of  the  disburaeoieiits  to  every 

labourer  and  for  all  the  materials  used  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  meetiBg-house  at  Warminster.  It  cost 
£487*  2§.  7d,,  which  was  raieed,  partly  by  sub* 
script  ion,  and  partly  by  the  sale  of  pews  and  seats, 
which  became  the  property  of  the  purchaserB,  and 
were  often  sold  and  bequeathed  aecordingly.  The 
communion  service  of  plate  was  presented  to  the 
churchy  May  2nd,  1790,  by  Mr.  John  Langley,  a 
UK  inber  of  the  congregation,  who  also  bequeathed 
^400.  in  the  4  per  cent,  annuities,  with  directions 
that,  out  of  the  Interest,  £6,  should  be  paid  to  the 
minister,  10^.  to  the  clerk,  and  Ji^9.  lOs.  to  the 
poor.   This  is  the  only  endowment* 

The  time  of  Mr.  Bucklers  death  is  uncertain. 
Mr.  South  died  in  1705,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Butcher,  who  was  joint  pastor  till  his  resignation  in 

1718,  with  Mr.  Bates,  who  then  ])eeame  sole  pastor. 
Mr.  Bates  entered  on  his  duties  in  the  year  of  Mr. 
Soutirs  death.  For  many  years  the  society  was 
large.  Writing  to  a  friend  in  1710,  Mr.  Bates 
describes  it  as  consisting  of  some  hundred  heareTS 
and  a  hundred  communicants.*  Some  alteration 
must  haye  been  made  in  its  numbers  in  the  year 

1719,  when  Mr.  Nathaniel  Butler  and  a  small 
party  seceded  in  consequence  of  their  dislike  to  Mr. 
Bates's  preaching,  and  the  unwillingness  of  the 

*  rive  yetft  allarwards  tli«re  irare  four  penoiw  in  the  oongregntkm 
whowen  qwdlilfid,  by  their  eitatet,  to  lUI  the  ofllce  of  Joatieo  of  the  Beeoe. 
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olfaeiB  lo  invite  a  Mr.  Pike  as  joint  minkler.    It  is 

said  that  the  secedbiou  was  occasioned  by  a  charge 
of  Arianism  against  Mr.  Bales; — but»  from  a  long 
''repr^entation**  in  the  church-book,  signed  bj  44 
lueiabers,  and  dated  June  26tl^  1719,  it  appears  that 
there  was  much  misunderstanding  on  the  subject. 
'ITie  follow iag  statement  Is  under  the  fourth  head: — 

**  Whereas  'tis  siipgosted  that  our  minister  favours  the  Arriau 
ikOtiou,  as  wo  boar  Mr.  ntitUr  told  the  iiev.  Mr.  Robinson,  we 
cau  t  but  all  r^Miilv  declare  this  to  be  a  vile  slauder,  that  he 
liM  been  veiy  free  and  fbU  in  peaking  aswntt  jr^  notioo,  iu  pri- 
and  public,  and  this  Bilr.  6atler  heard  but  s  few  dajra  before 
he  went  to  Loodou  with  hia  complaint.'* 

However,  the  complaining  party  were  determined  to 
have  Mr.  Pike;  ''and  soon  after  this,  (says  Mr. 
Bates  in  a  note  to  the  above  document,)  a  new 
meetiug-liuuse  was  built  (which  is  now  occupied 
by  the  Independent  congr^tion)»  and  great  boasts 
of  large  supplies  from  Londou  were  made  iu  the 
hearing  of  me,  Samuel  Bates.'* 

Mr.  Bates,  after  having  been  sole  minister  many 
years,  was  induced  to  have  an  assistant.  This 
office  was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Lush;  five  years  after- 
vrards  Mr.  Bates  died;  his  colleague  became  his 
successor,  and  remained  here  until  his  own  death 
in  1781.  Mr.  Lush*s  name  occurs  in  the  list 
of  student<>  educated  under  Dr.  Amory  at  Taunton ; 
he  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  though  the  prevailing 
recollection  of  him  in  the  pulpit  seems  to  be  that 
of  "a  iormidable  lookmg  person  with  a  large 
white  wig" — ^he  is  described  as  a  very  amiable 
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man  in  private  life.  The  next  minister  was  Mr. 
Andrews^  of  whose  life  I  shall  be  enabled  to  furnish 
a  short  account  elsewhere.  He  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Tremlett,  who,  it  is  said,  was  taken 
from  a  businesB  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  early 
life  and  sent  to  Oxford.  Here,  it  appears,  being 
unable  to  subscribe,  he  became  ^st  a  commercial 
traveller,  then  minister  of  this  congregation,  and 
lastly  an  accuuutant  in  au  emiuent  house  iu  London. 
The  other  ministers  in  my  list,  of  whom  distinct 
biographical  notices  cannot  be  given,  are  Mr. 
Griffith  Roberts,  now  settled  at  Boston,  in  Lincoln- 
shire; Mr.  Benjamin  Waterhouse,  who  came  from, 
and  removed  to  America;  and  Mr.  James  Bayley, 
the  present  minister,  who  is  about  to  leave  and  to 
become  pastor  of  the  General  Baptist  Church  at 
Lutton,  near  Long  Sutton,  Lincolnshire. 

The  congregation  continued  large  many  years  and 
has  always  been  rc5})uctable.  As  the  number  of 
meeting-houses  increased  it  declined  in  size,  but 
ffelained  several  of  the  most  influ^tial  inhabitants 
oi  the  town.  It  is  probable  that  Arianism  gained 
ground  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 
The  last  five  ministers  have  professed  Unitarian 
principles,  which  the  whole  congregation  gradually 
adopted  and  now  steadily  maintain.  A  Sunday- 
school,  the  first  in  Wiltshire,  was  formed  here  boon 
after  the  introduction  of  those  invaluable  institutions 
by  Mr.  Raikes,  and  still  exists.  Since  the  settle- 
ment of  tlie  present  minister  a  chapel  library  has 
been  established. 
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John  Buckler   

CoMPTON  South   J  i>87 — 1 7  <  >r>. 

  BUTCBBR    nOG— 1718. 

Samuel  Bates   170d— 

William  Lush   1756—1781. 

Nathanakl  Andrews    1782-— 17M. 

THOilAS  Trkmlktt   1795—1800. 

Th  KOPH I i.us  Browne   1800—1807. 

Griffith  Roberts   1808—1825. 

Benjamin  Watsrhouse   1826 — 1893. 

Jambs  Bayley   1834 


Mr.  Bucrlsr,  allhough  a  tiudesman  in  Warminstarx  was  r 
member  of  aa  ancient  and  opulent  £uniljr,  wboae  deacendaato 

long  enjojed  conndenible  property  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

He  is  the  persoii  to  whom  n  Iftter  now  in  the  Harleian  collect iou 
of  MSS.  is  a<ldrc<>ed.  Ii  i>  liiu^  described  in  the  printed  cata- 
logues :  "Copy  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Edward  Buckler,  sent  to  his 
brother  at  WaiminsteTy  upon  the  tidings  of  the  death  of  his  onljr 
aon^  8  Jane,  1666."— Harl.  9866.  This  Edward  Bnekler  was 
ejected  from  Calboura,  Hants,  and  afterwards  followed  the  trade 
of  malting.  With  regard  to  the  subject  of  this  notice,  nothing 
prevented  his  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  good  of  mankind.  Snch  men  were  to  be  found  in  almost 
ever/  Nonoonfonnist  congregation  at  that  earlj  period.  Regaid- 
ing  the  sacred  dictates  of  conscience  above  every  o&er  consid^ 
ration,  they  adopted  the  prineiples  wliieh  they  believed  most 
scriptural  and  most  favourable  to  civil  and  religious  liborly. 
Not  contented  with  cherishing  those  principles  in  their  own 
mind,  thejr  endeavoured  to  recommend  them  to  their  Mends  and 
neighboms ;  and  thns  they  were  of  incalcolable  service  to  the 
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cMiie.  The  two  frota,  mentioned  ia  the  hiistory  of  oongre- 
g»tioii»  that  Mr.  BncUer  was  iraprieoned  for  prcnching  uiid  tbtit 
a  subscription  wus  made  on  bis  beliall  by  his  bcurcrs,  iu  (b«* 
bam,  are  btrikLiig  iiiiitaucetf  of  Christian  firmness  oa  Mb  part, 
and  of  Cbristiaii  sympathjr  on  thein.  Mr.  Buckler  was  twice 
BMified;  hie  eeoond  vrife  was  a  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander 
Po«rolI»  of  Saliabury.  He  left  two  none,  John  BooUer,  Eeq.>  a 
magistrate,  and  Mr.  Humphrey  Buckler,  a  woolstapler,  both 
mc  uibi  rs  of  the  Presb^-terian  congregation  at  Warminster,  and 
highly  useful  inhabitaats  of  the  town.  Mr.  Buokler  died  iu  hi« 
ei^y-eighth  year. 

Mr.  Compton  South  is  represented  by  Dr.  Calnniv  m  a 
good  scholar  and  a  useful  preacher.  He  was  descended  from 
■A  aninent,  genteel  &mily,  and  educated  at  the  free-school  at 
Siliiimrf.  His  fiist  settlement  was  at  Odlham^  in  Hampshire, 
where  he  exercised  his  ministry  about  twelve  months,  and  had 
a  numerous  auditory.  The  Act  of  Uniformity  ejected  him  from 
the  living  of  Barwick,  iu  Wiltshire,  to  which  he  had  been  pre- 
sented by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  From  his  ^ectment  nuiW  the 
Indulgence  in  1612,  his  life  was  a  constant  scene  of  snfferingSy 
he  bdng  seldom  ftee  from  indictments  and  presentments  in  the 
dvil  courts.  At  that  period  he  became  the  minister  of  a  sober, 
intelligent,  and  unanimous  |)eople  at  Riiigwood,  to  which  place 
he  weaX  weekly,  although  eighteen  miles  distant  Irom  his  huinc, 
and  was  constantly  entertained  at  Moyles  Court,  tlm  seat  of 
Lady  Lisle — until  she  was  condemned  by  Judge  Jefferies  for 
harbouring  Mr.  Hicks,  a  Nonconformist  minister.  Mr.  South 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  settled  in  any  other  place  before 
his  removal  to  Wanninster.  He  was  at  length  obliged,  by  great 
weakness,  to  resign  his  pastoral  charge,  and  live  entirely  at  his 
his  own  house  at  Upper  Dunhead,  where  he  died  in  1705.  * 

■ 

Nathanael  Andrews. — A  gentleman  who  was  connected 
with  the  Warminster  congregation  many  years  has  fomished 

*  Noncoo.  M«m.,  YoL  ii.  p.  497, 
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me  with  the  foUowiog  iniSaninlioii  reepectmg  Mt.  Andrem: 
« I  have  heard  that  he  wrs  the  Bon  of  a  bai1>er,  that  he  was 
born  at  Wincanton,  where  his  j);irents  lived,  and  that  liis  quali- 
fications were  such  as  to  cause  him  to  be  sent  to  an  academjr  at 
Haclmej,  after  he  had  received  the  requisite  preparatorj  ednoa- 
tson.  I  believe  that  he  settled  at  Wanninater,  as  pastor  of  Hie 
Presbyterian  oongregadon  there,  soon  after  be  finished  his  stadies» 
and  that  lie  loft  this  isituatiou  to  go  tjr>  America,  where  he  joined 
a  relative  in  some  commercial  pursuit,  and  at  the  same  time 
preached  to  a  sooiet/  at  Baltimore.  He  afterwards  became  diap- 
lain  to  an  American  man-of-war,  sent  on  a  vojage  of  diaoovefj 
to  tbe  Mediterranean ;  and  the  vessel  bemg  obliged  to  put  in 
at  Portsmouth,  Mr.  Andrews  proceeded  to  Warminster  and 
preached  ouce  more  to  hi«  old  congrepatiou,  after  uu  abseiiee 
of  twenty  years.  It  h  further  said  that  he  returned  to  Baltimore 
and  died  there,  after  having  enjoyed.  Sot  soase  time,  a  retired 
allowanoe  as  es-chaplain  to  the  Congress." 
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^Tam  camp  aA  difton  was  the  original  town*  It  was  fortified  bf 
one  of  the  andent  British  princes;  and  its  iint  name  was  Caer  Godor 
or  Caeroder." 

"Godor  in  Welsh  b  a  diasm,  a  rupture  j  in  constmctbn  it  drops 
the  G  according  to  the  general  rules  of  the  language ;  and  thus  is 
fimned  CwT'Odw,  the  dty  of  the  dboMi ;  translated  by  the  Saxons 
into  Clifton^  that  is,  the  cUff-totm :  and  more  appropriate  names  for 

this  fortress  it  is  impossible  to  devise,  staudiiig  as  it  does  on  the  very 
edge  of  tliai  prodigious  chasm,  through  which  the  river  Avon  seems  to 
force  its  way." 

"Tims  was  founded  u  British  town  on  Clifton-hiU,  the  oriLnnal  set- 
tlements from  which  Hristui  wa<j  derived;  and  when  this  latter  town 
began  to  flourish,  and  tlie  old  hill-fortress  to  be  neglected,  it  was  easy 
and  natural  to  call  the  new  town,  adjoining,  by  the  old  name,  as  hap- 
pcned  at  SaliBhary»  Winchester,  Colchester^  and  other  pkoes.— It  is 
carious  to  obserfe  how  Clifton^  after  having  transferred  its  inhabitants 
la  Bristol  and  oontinned  an  nnfirequented  riUi^  for  more  than  1000 
jeai%  Is  now  reeeiving  hack  Its  population  and  rc-asserting  its  daim 
ta  emiaenee.**— SiTsn. 

*  After  the  name  of  Caer-Oder  had  been  dropped,  this  place  came 
la  he  called  Bristesr,  partly  ttom  ano&er  of  its  ancient  names»  Ciier 
JMk^  the  British  city.  But  this  name  had  not  an  mimediate  deiivn- 
tioB  from  Ihe  ancient  British.  The  Saxons,  in  their  rafs  for  changing 
the  name  of  every  place  in  their  possession,  g-ave  this  a  termination 
from  their  own  language,  by  adding  the  word  stow,  a  place,  to  the 
•ncicnt  luiine  Bnto ;  hence  it  was  lonsf  called  Britstmr>t  from  whence 
it  n  as  latii/ized  into  Bristoiia,  or  Bristoiium^  and,  lastly,  derived  its 
present  name,  Bristol." 

**  This  city  has  several  public  edifices  of  great  beauty  and  import- 
ance. [Some  of  the  uMst  striking  are  devoted  to  the  diffusion  of  know- 
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ledge,  the  adminbtration  of  justice,  aud  the  pruiuotiou  of  commerce.] 
Here  are  nineteen  duirches  belonginir  to  the  Eitabliihment,  besictes 
places  of  worship  appropriate  to  almost  all  the  various  den  o  mi  nations  of 
Dissenters,  and  a  synagogue  for  the  lerrice  of  iIm  Jewa.  [The  cathe- 
dral in  Coikgc  Green  haa  not  an  ^■T*^f  exterior.  Among  the 
corioiitiea  inride  it  an  emUemitk  pomtmir  of  Oe  TVInne 
atriangle  in  a  dido,  nmoanded  liy  ciiev«ba»3'* 

^'Though  Bol^  probaU^^  the  moot  oncieiity  thk  ia  oertainlj  one  of 
the  roost  important  citiea  in  the  empire,  and  waa  longrecStmed  second 
only  to  the  metropolii^  in  a  oommeidal  and  poBtieal  pomt  of  view. 
'  The  tSa^poMxj  of  ita  ntoation,  on  the  borders  of  two  eztenrire  conn- 
ties,  in  feet  standing  in  both,  yet  strictly  belonging  to  neither,  seated  on 
seven  hills,  and,  in  other  respects,  resembling  ancient  iiomr ;  surrounded 
wth  some  of  the  nmst  deliL'^Utf iil  srener\-  that  the  count rs  (an  l)(juat, 
being  the  grent  emporium  <  f  rrink  for  the  western  couiiiica,  and  the 
share  it  has  had  in  al!  ihv  i:rvAi  i  vi^nts  of  our  histtvn-,  are  circtmi- 
stances  that  have  often  excited  the  interest,  and  roused  the  curiosity  of 
the  tourist  and  the  annalist." — Nightingale 
Population  in  18U,-^1,010«  in  Xm^-^^^i  hi  1831,-117*016. 
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Thb  city  of  Bristol  honourably  fiimiahed  iJa^ 

share  of  confessors  un  tlie  memorable  Bartholomew 
JDay.  Seven  4»f  ite  most  learned  and  iisefol  minisr 
teis  resigned  ibeir  livings  because  they  could  not 
conscientiously  comply  wi^  tbe  terms  of  the  Actx)( 
Uniformity.  Same  remained  in  the  city,  and  others 
in  the  neighbourhood,  preaching  to  small  coni])anies 
of  adhejcents^  so  Umg  Ijbey  could  4kV4)id  impn&OjOr 
maot  and  find  places  in  which  their  prayers  might 
be  offered,  unheard  by  the  emissaries  of  Persecu- 
laOB.  Besides  the  vonurters  who  were  «ijeoted  in 
Bristol^  many  others  resided  there  soon  after  they 
had  qputted  their  Mvings.  Dr.  Calamy  especial^ 
menfions  Mr.  Blimnan^  who  had  been  minister  of 

Chepstow,  and  Dr.  Ichabod  Chauncey,  the  chaplain 
to  a  regiment  at  Ihmkirh^  and  afterward^  a  physi- 
cian.^  AH  these  ministers  contributed  to  strengthen 
the  cause  of  Nonconformity  m  Uus  .city,  but  the 
honour  of  forming  the  first  r^lar  congregation 
is  chitl^y  due  to  Mr.  John  Weeks,  ejected  from 
Bucklaud-Jiewton,  in  Dorsetshire;  Mr.  William 
Xrau|^on«  fiKxm  Salisbury;  Mr.  Bichazd  P«uew 
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cloii^h,  from  Mells,  in  Somersetehire;  and  Mr. 

Sftrniicl  Winney,  from  Glastonbury. 

Brifrtol  was  noted  for  the  number  of  iU»  religious 
Hvt'iH  many  years  before  the  Act  of  Uniformity  was 
fiaiMiHl.  In  1645,  when  the  city  was  taken  by  the 
Parliament  army,  the  inhabitants  were  greatly  di- 
suUd,  both  on  (questions  of  church  government  and 
intricate  doctrinal  points.*  Eleven  years  afier- 
wnrdN.  Qtialcerism  having  been  recently  introduced. 
\\w  unfbrtiuuite  Jumes  Nay  lor  appeared  here  and 
fxcU(*d  great  attention*  especially  among  the  poor 
UU(i  ill-inlbrmed.  At  this  tinie  most  of  the  pulpits  of 
thf  Ktitttblished  Church  were  tilled  by  Presbyterian 
ininiMtertt.  against  whom  the  leaders  of  the  new  sect 
wciH'  oxmHlingly  bitter,  often  pro<.hicing  diblurb- 
anct^  in  their  steeple  houses'*  while  they  were  coo- 
ductiug  public  worship.f  After  the  ejectment  <rf  so 

^  iberv  is  cti  rious  testimony  in  m  ftxewell  pennon  preached 

^  V^v"  S*iim»cl  Kcuu  in  lt>4d.  This  jfCK-ni  man  acted  in  the  dnuhle  capacity 
vu  Aiva  V  tv>  the  PJirliauient  carrison  at  Bri>tol ;  and  the  fol- 

K^Hv^^  >v*k»*»lK»»  AUHMijs  others,  werv  aJoresa^  to  th«  regixnent  when  he 
U  ki  •  tv  ♦  "'^v'  vuuv»  Uus  » Imi  »  morv  sad  ooMn  ni  wGVKr  timet*  even 
«K>  .  uXKd  ^  ^t>.H»*mB  in  iMi  ci^  of  MMii  ^  «Wcli  I  may  say,  Uml  » 

Uiu%>.  vWv»^»»c>>»iiMii>m>tfcrtfc  tw<iw«i*  yqt  are  willing  to  pnll 
uul  i*»»n  fMA:  «BMl»«aOT'|«««  M^topidi  ovlMt 

«^  a        wmm  9mA  aal  worthy  yo«r  |««Mnce,  and  so  dia- 

imUftH*^^'  ^^^'^^  luajuy  wayea  do  yon  makr  to  hci  -n  in  this  place!  I 
|ii<«i  t  <  U  viHi  whvuv  I  luu  related  unUt,  U>  Uok  to  your  guards;  keep  a  strict 
v«.««.  K  .  ttouUic  >i»uir  guard;  eye  yom  aaJly  porU;  and  pot  on  the  whole 

f  Mi  ti  Mr.  S«yar*t  viAmU»  HamoHv  of  Briatol,  VoL  iL  p.  50t.  Few 
imHtvrii  m«gfivliU  woiln  tqwl  iMa  to  tiM  ausker  aai  tantjol  ili 

from  the  curious  M8.  cnUmdtn,  Of  cAuoOkks,  TCteHag  toUie  Ut- 
-  I0f  y    the  city,  aud  preaerved  by  iHp  cor|>oratkm  and  a  few  private  MM- 
^  0»aaCtlmcdMdmlMallwfBllowtogmitU»: ''Aiilwrarieam 
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many  of  the  "priefits,"  the  opposition  of  the  Quakers 

bccaint;  less  vehement ;  notwithstanding  their  fana- 
tieiflm  they  were  fervent  lovers  of  religious  liberty, 
and  it  would  have  been  strange,  indeed,  if  they  had 
not  reverenced  the  spirit  which  led  the  Noncooior- 
mist  pastors  to  brave,  as  they  themselves  had  done; 
the  frowns  of  the  world.  This  was  an  era  when  all 
the  en^nies  of  spiritual  usurpation  were  required  to 
unite.  Many  and  determined  were  the  opponents 
of  Civil  and  Religious  Freedom,  among  the  corpo- 
rate body  and  their  partisans  in  this  city,  llieir 
zeal  against  Whigs  and  Dissenters  was  at  its  height 
during  the  Duke  of  Monmouth s  rebellion; — the 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  then  Lord  Lieutenant,  drew  up 
twenty-one  companies  of  foot  on  Redcliile  Mead, 
and  declared  that  if  the  citizens  shewed  any  dispo- 
sition towards  insurrection  he  would  immediately  ^ 
set  fire  to  the  town,  Monmouth,  on  hearing  this^ 
is  reported  to  have  given  up  his  intention  of  at* 

tempting  to  enter  Bristol,  saying,  **  God  forhid  1 
should  bring  hre  and  sword  on  so  noble  a  city  V* 
Again,  on  the  accession  of  George  the  First,  there 
was  a  proof  of  the  difficulties  wliich  the  Dissenters 
had  to  encounter  in  the  attachment  of  the  prin^sipal 

by  the  people  called  Quakers,  tu  which  many  did  cleave,  and  chiefly  in  the 
®!tf  of  BrittoU'* — Mr.  Seyer  tilM  cootmuei :  **  Beside  the  Quakers,  the 
ksding  teoti  w«re  the  Ft«iliyteriaiUp  the  Anabeptiiita,  and  the  Independ* 
cbH  s  md  ttey  were  in  violent  hoitility  to  each  other.  Ae  for  the  Church 
eC  KngtuMl,ifc  waa  ao  fntirely  aubdued,  aa  apparentlf  to  be  forgotteni  it  ia 
not  even  nieiitioned  In  any  of  these  fauaUc  booica  and  paui^ets  lately 
quoted.  The  Presbyterians  had  gained  the  tapremacy;  meet  of  the 
rhitrchcs  were  occupied  by  their  ministeri;  theirs  waSi  in  fiu;t»  the  Mta* 
Uiihcd  ^^Juirch."— SsYaa'a  Memoirs,  Vol  iU  p.  600. 
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inhabitants  of  Bristol  to  the  Tory  party,  and  their 
disloyalty  to  the  new  mon^ch  aiKi  hig  govenune&tr 
"  The  piiblie  rejoicings  were  intemipted  by  a  high- 
ehurch  rabble,  the  hoases  of  those  who  illuminated 
were  fiiriauBly  assanlfed^  and  their  windows  bmkeo, 
with  such  other  demonstrations  of  zeal  as  the 
Sacheverellites  of  tiiat  time,  and  their  suecessora 
tit  later  periods,  thought  requisite  for  the  welfitre 
of  the  Church  and  the  maiut4:;iiance  of  good 
order.**  ♦ 

•  Mftaliiiiito'fl  SomffiMtdiinb  p.  66$.  Seyw  ooalmii  Aii  Moonit. 
An4  ^fWi  pviioulsrtr  fhat  the  Dteeiiten  were  great  suierei*.  "  On  tile 
<Uy  «|ipo|nled  for  the  cortnKfcm,  there  were  again  in  thia  dtf  wtowwiBiiiy 

tt'Joiclrigt,  and  in  the  evening  an  illumination ;  \mt  tho  ronclu«!on  of 
Oil*  flriy  wns  (If'ufnrMVili'.  ATnuit  «ix  or  ?!Cvon  nVlack  in  rhc  evening,  an 
uhi  tiiv  iiiol)  Ih-^u  to  assemble,  and  contmued  rioting  and  doing  mischief 
till  iilioiit  itiiituight,  before  they  could  be  dis)>er8ed.  This  mob  was  a 
Toi jr  tiiub,  and  the  violence  which  they  committed  was,  (of  ctmree,)  as  they 
«Bld«inda«noiOf  Cho^Aiid  State,  and  tiwel^lecli  of  Mr  rage  wmtM 
Whii*  DkMBlera.  The  spirit  of  party  was  aft  that  time  fciy  violeat 
Ihrvnighoat  the  ktafdom*  ind  In  few  places  mere  so  than  in  BrishiL  Hm 
TwUmutA  IllihpChwehmen  the  aame  party,  and  some  who  sarvirad 
«kri  i  w  tht!  Name  men  as  the  Royalists  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  II.: 
uutoK  .(f  (iii'fr(*  wcrf  much  dissatisfied  with  the  exclusion  of  the  feraDyof  Situui 
tmm  tb«  thnmf,  nnd  with  the  suecesaion  of  the  bou?»e  of  Hanover.  Their 
a<lv*'iiiori( «  eiillcd  ifu-m  JaeobiiWt  as  being  attm  lu  d  to  Prince  James;  and 
ffh0ttPr0UUM,  tm  uilH  io  the  principles  of  Chcvireil,  as  the  mob  called 
1)1,  Nauhevercll  i  and  tlifire/oru  they  did  not  join,  or  joined  unwillingly,  in 
lha  r^loMtigt  on  the  aooesskm  of  King  George.  One  may  ventureb  aft  this 
Asianoa  of  Una^  to  sty  tiiaft  this  party  cootained  the  moat  retpectaUe 
panof  ihedthMM;  [Mr.  Seyer  woaUprobahtyoaU  the  densyaad  magi». 
iMMas  who  might  have  stopped  the  Bbmingham  Riots,  men  of  the  highest 
fMipi  UblHty  |]  and  it  is  manifest  from  what  followed,  that  the  populace 
*r»  f  t  of  the  lamp  party.  They  began  to  collect  a  little  before  night,  and 
^»Miit«(<<l  »i»  fhi*  riMTtiVtrr  nf  about  five  hundred,  who  tr?tified  their  ill- 
liMinoiit  by  bu  nking  the  windows  of  such  houses  ay  wvvq  ilhiniinated, 
f^MUitm  mil  lbt»  Iwrnrti  e*,  and  erying  out,  Down  with  ike  Roundheads— God 
/M  $l90h999rtU  i  Sachet>erell  and  O  ;  d— •■  a  aU  fortijfnen, 

tli'y  Am  Mampted  Mr.  Oough's  Piesbyteriaii  mtein^homt^iArwSkm 
tmm,  iMt  were  here  diiapiiointedt  they  hrofce  fte  door  M  dU  net  go  in, 
a  WMNSM  in  «he  nelthhourhiod  tdBiistheni  that  dm  were  seversi  per. 
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The  founder  of  the  Lewin  s  Mead  congregation 
was  Mr.  John  Weeks,  who  had  been  ejected  from 
Buckland-Newton.  He  came  to  Bristol  soon  after 
his  ejectment,  preached  as  often  as  he  could,  and 
was  much  persecuted  here  by  the  corporate  ofliceys 
and  other  public  men.  Twice  he  was  imprisoned 
six  months  on  account  of  his  Nonconformity,  but 
during  his  confinement  he  preached  out  of  the  prison 
windows,  and  had  many  of  the  common  people  con- 
stantly to  hear  him.  His  talents  and  sufferings 
rendered  him  so  popular,  that  for  many  years  he 
was  the  minister  of  a  congregation  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred persons,  all  of  his  own  gathering.*  For  some 
years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1698,  he 
was  assisted  in  his  ministerial  duties  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Kentish,  whose  father  and  grandfather  were  ejected 
ministers,  and  who  received  his  education  in  an 
academy  at  Wickham  Brook,  in  Suffolk,  conducted 
by  Mr.  Cradock,  another  member  of  the  same  ho- 
nourable band. I    It  (Joes  not  ajppear  in  what  place 

sons  within,  armed  with  muskets  to  defend  it.  The  first  house  on  which 
they  discharged  their  fury  was  Mr.  Whiting's,  the  Under  Sheriff,  in  Tem- 
ple Street,  {alias  Temple-backs,)  with  whom  they  were  offended,  because 
he  had  prosecuted  a  notorious  rogue  who  had  been  guilty  of  perjury.  Tho 
next  was  the  house  of  Mr.  Jeffery,  a  distiller,  a  Dissent<!r,  belonging  to  the 
meeting-house  above  mentioned,  whose  windows  they  shattered  to  pieces; 
the  same  they  did  to  a  button  maker,  because  they  fancied  that  he  made 
the  buttons  for  the  coat  in  which  the  pretended  Dr.  Sacheverell  was  to  be 
burnt.  But  their  principal  object  was  the  house  of  Mr.  Richard  Stephens, 
a  baker,  in  Tucker  Street,  a  man  of  good  property,  a  Disseiitcr  belonging 
to  the  neighbouring  meeting-house,  one  who  always  distinguished  himself 
in  the  support  of  the  Whig  candidates  at  elections." — Sevbr's  Memoirs, 
Vol.  ii.  p.  561.  ' 

•  Noncon.  Mem.,  Vol.  i.  p.  445.  " «  "  '^       "      *  ^  " 

t  Toulmin's  History  of  Dissenters,  p.  240.  Ji  1 ,       .  ^ 
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die  members  of  Mr.  Week8*s  oongregatioD  assem- 

bled  (luring  the  troubiehoine  times  which  preceded 
the  Hevoltttion.  The  earliest  sudieiitic  memoran- 
dum it  dated  December  26,  1692,  and  appears  al 
Ike  bf^giuuiug  oi  the  tirst  church-book, — one  of  the 
moet  interestinpf  records  I  have  been  allowed  to 
ti|M'ct.     Fruia  (his  mt^iuoraiuluin  an  opinion  may  be 

flbrmtnt  at  to  the  state  of  the  society.  It  is  as  fol- 
lowi; 

Memonmdtim. 

BrkM,  Dtoem.  2S,  1602. 
Tliat  >*  digr  above  writtna,  [we]  btiug  st  Elecdon  of  Officm 
ftvr )  •  Noi^r  Kn«iih\|r»  Hn»  ngmd  upon  (above  20  of  y*  Society 

UiHug  |M>'j*»  i\t^  'V\\:\[  Mr  \hm — Elton  be  Elected  Tn  asiinr, 
Mr    ViuUhw  \Vt<^t,  Mr.  Itioiitts  Coip»  and  Mr.  William 

AaA  Omii^  Mi«  $kiYml  Must  tel  tnib  U  m  iwrte 

I'h^  a^ir  \l«^t%  Hew  and  Mr.  Spademan  of  Rot* 
tvi\t,-*iu  \.\^  Mt¥j%.\i\  Nf  |>rv*e5t\f^!  f>rst  bv  \*  Said  Trensurer  and 
A*»i*t«iHt«  with  tb^  ^rvAt^c  IHlt^uop :  that  \^  Treasnrer  aliall 
Iwkt  Mil  Ia*  1^  IW  Awiitaafi  to  wm  90  or  mor^  ^  f  j* 
warn  faMwatia  «m«  S^mm^  m  fJ^ccmkm  ShaU  ofier, 
HfMH  Iha  ttSNMM&d  aiMT  int  auv  ^<te  SMpoital  aSur;  and 
llMt  if  ^tMtt  or  uKsrv  Kir«^  ib«  ruiMwiu  ^cA  appear,  dMt 

;a^M>TQrteMiia»] 

H^acY        mvs  infer  that  ike  fist  Imbss  of 

i  rajer  it:  Ltf^  uiV  M<r»d  *a>  thtra  aUh;:  lo  be  erect- 
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ed.    The  inference  is  strengthened  by  the  third 

nieinorandum  in  the  church-book,  dated  August  25, 
1663.  By  a  meeting  then  held,  six  persons  were 
empowered  *'to  consider  a  plan  for  raising  the 
money  for  building  a  meeting-house."  Neither  on 
this  pehit,  nor  on  the  time  when  the  undertaking 
was  completed,  have  we  any  information ;  but  there 
was  certainly  no  needless  delay.  With  regard  "to 
Mr.  Spademan  of  Rotterdam  his  aflhir,"  that  gende* 
man,  who  had  ])een  ejected  from  a  living  in  Lin- 
eolnshire,  and  subsequently  resided  in  Holland,  re* 

turned  to  England  soon  after  the  Revohition,  and 
proposed  to  open  an  academy  in  or  near  Bristol.^ 
Agreeably  to  the  above  memorandum,  the  Treasurer 
warned  thirty  or  more  of  the  motit  substantial  men 
of  the  society.  A  meeting  was  held  January  SO, 
1693,  and  each  person  present  subscribed  towards 
encouraging  the  plan.  But  as  far  as  Bristol  was 
concerned,  it  was  relinquished;  Mr.  Spademan 
went  to  Loudon,  accepted  an  invitation  to  be  co- 
paslor  with  Mr.  John  Howe,  and  afterwards  opened 
an  academy  in  Hoxton  Square,  in  conjunction  with 
two  otlier  divines,  Mr.  Lorimer  and  Dr.  Oldfield. 
The  Lewin's  Mead  records,  for  nearly  half  a  century 
from  this  time,  relalo  almost  entirely  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Treasurer,  his  assistants,  and  other 
officers,  which  was  attended  to  with  great  regularity 
and  unanimity  at  the  close  of  every  year.  In  1708, 
sixteen  persons  were  elected  as  deacons  "to  assist 

-    •  Wilson't  Ubtory  of  Distentiiig  ClmrcliM,  Vol.  itt.  p.  42. 
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8l  the  admiaktmlioii  of  the  Loid^s  Supper,  several 
pevBOBs  wlio  formerly  fiDed  the  office  being  deceas- 
ed;'' and  this  custom  ha^  been  observed  to  the  pre- 
sent day.  In  1718^  a  covmittee  yM  first  appointed 

"to  assist  the  Treasurer,  and  to  nuet  once  a  montli 

or  olitener^  to  eonaider  of  every  thing  thait  inay  bo 
tof  the  good  of  the  sodety" — another  usefiil  plas 

still  regularly  acted  upcHOU 

The  suecession  of  ministers  at  Lewin's  Mead  is 
traced  with  much  ease  and  accuracy.  I  have  stated 
that  Mr.  Weeks  gathered  the  congregation  and  was 
assisted*  during  the  closeof  his  life«  by  Mr.  Kentish. 
On  the  death  of  the  pastor  the  assistant  became  the 
successor,  and  remained  in  that  office  uptil  his 
own  death  in  1706.  When  Mr.  Kentiah  was  pro* 
mQted,  the  congregation  invited  Mr.  Michael  Popc^ 
to  assist  him;  but  he  declining  the  invitation^  they 
chose  Mr.  Strickland  Gough.  On  Mr.  Kentishs 
death  they  again  applied  to  Mr.  Pope,  and  pj^evailed 
upon  him  to  leave  London  and  settle  with  Ihem  a# 
their  pastor.  This  arrangement  wa^  not  euqipii- 
mentavy  to  Mr*  Gough;  and  three  years  afterwi^rda 
there  was^  for  a  short  time^  a  slight  want  of  unani- 
mity  which  terminated  in  the  retirement^  or  rather 
dismissal  of  Mr.  Gough.  First  the  question  waa 
mooted  whether  it  was  desirable  to  continue  Mr. 
Pope  ia  the  office  of  pastor,  which  hmxg  parried  ii^ 
the  affirmative,  it  was  proposed  at  the  neit  nu^^uig 
that,  '*  for  several  weighty  reasons, '  Mr.  Gough 
should  cease  to  he  the  assistant,  which  carried 
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by  a  majority  of  44  ta  12.*   From  Aki  time  M? * 

Pope  seems  to  have  been  sole  minister  till  his  death 
in  1718.  Then  we  tind  the  names  of  Samuel  Bury 
as  the  pastor,  and  John  IKaper  as  the  assistant. 
There  are  but  few  notices  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Pope. 
His  £BHiily  wero  persona  of  comsidemble  influeiice 
in  the  city,  and  the  names  of  several  of  its  members 
occur  frequently  in  the  records  of  the  society. '  Du- 
ring his  ministry  the  congregation  continued  large* 
increased  in  opulence,  and  were  distinguished  for 
Christian  seal  and  integrity*  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
nark,  that  at  this  early  period,  and  even  still  fiuiber 
back,  there  is  not  the  slightest  proof  that  the  min- 
isters and  people  at  Lewin's  Mead  ever  professed 
the  opinions  and  adopted  the  practices  now  called 
orthodox.  If  such  had  been  the  case,  it  is  natural 
to  suppose  there  would  have  been  traces  of  it  in  the 
correspondence  (copied  into  the  records)  between 
the  society  and  their  spiritual  teachers  preparatoiy 
to  the  settlement  of  the  latter.  Of  these  documents 
the  following  letter  is  a  fair  specimen : 

Att  a  gneneral  meeting  of  the  Society  (the 

September  the  1    whole  being  siiinraoued),  Mr.  Michael  Pope't* 
1th,  1705.    j  acceptance  of  the  within  o&Li  was  read,  aud  la 
J  as  ibUowetli  >^ 

I  liave  ooandeitd  the  Import  of  your  kmd  letter,  and  npon 
doe  thought  am  pnrswaded  'tin  my  duty  not  to  delay  in  my  de- 

•  Prom  the  precediriK  alhision  to  Mr.  Gough,  (bpc  extract  fmm  8eyer, 
p.  102,^  it  appears  that  he  hc(  iirnc  the  minister  of  the  Tucker  Street  cou- 
gregation  alter  he  left  Lewin  s  Mead. 
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terminaHon  u  to  my  soeeplnioe.  I  do  tbesdoK^  after  das 
thiunka  to  die  sooiet/  for  jour  kind  tnTitatiofi,  npon  (I  bop*) 
due  apprehennoa  of  the  Great  ooQcem  of  a  Ptotoval  cbarge,  and 

[your]  readiness  to  assist  and  encourage  me  in  the  discharge  of 
so  solemn  and  weighty  a  concern,  accept  ot"  vour  kind  offer  and 
Bba!l  accordingly'  endeavour  to  le  with  }'ou  as  soon  im  I  caa ;  I 
Diiiat  be  allowed  aoins  tune  to  take  my  leave  bere  of  Peraone  to 
whom  I  am  so  veiy  mnch  obliged;  it  eaimot  but  be  ezpeeted 
that  I  should  move  leaanrely — that  due  proviaion  maj  be  made 
fur  tlie  sevemi  places  to  which  I  am  related.  I  design  (God 
willing)  to  be  with  you  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  and  shall 
dispose  of  my  afikire;}  accordingly.  I  heg  your  prayora,  aod 
beg  for  yon  that  the  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jem  may  be  wilb  your 
tpiiiti^  whose  I  am  aod  for  whoee  sake  I  aball  eodeavonr  to 
serve  yon  as  the  miniater  of  our  eommon  Lord,  as  beeomea 

Your  humble  f^ervant, 

MiciiA£L  Pope. 

London,  September  4,  1705. 

This  letter,  written  a  hundred  and  thirty  years 
ago,  contains  nothing  that  might  not  be  written  by 
au  Unitarian  minister  of  the  present  day.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  another  letter  which  I  shall 
introduce  as  a  faithful  token  of  the  earnestness  as 
well  as  the  sentiments  of  many  of  the  Presbyterian 
ministers  of  that  time.  It  is  entitled  ''The  dying 
Pastors  last  legacy  to  his  flock:  being  the  farewell 
letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Bury ;  a  late  eminent 
preacher  of  Gods  Word,  to  a  Dissenting  congrega- 
tion in  Lewin's  Mead,  Bristol.  Written  a  little 
before  his  death,  which  happened  on  March  10, 
1730."* 

*  Fnit  DiM.  Mag.,  Vol.  i.  p.  248. 
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Mott  loviug,  and  6imr\y  beloved  floek, 

Knowing  that  shortly  1  nuist  put  off  tluH  my  tabernacle,  I 
would  not  bat  leave  you.  thb  last  tcstiiiiuiiiai  ot  my  s^iueere  love 
4o  yoa*  How  much  soew  I  have  failed  in  my  duty  to  any  of 
yo%  yet  Ood  b  mjr  wiliieBi^  that  I  aiaeerel/  love  yoa  all»  and 
that  I  nBY9T  appeared  in  the  mount  befbre  him  in  secret,  hot  1 
had  yon  all  on  my  breast,  and  in  my  heart  there.  I  am  now  to 
serve  yon  no  more  m  my  former  station.  I  blush  to  think  I 
lia\  e  served  you  no  better,  but  axa  glad  1  have  served  you  at 
all;  far,  thaaka  be  to  Qod,  I  hare  a  eomlbrtable  list  of  manj 
sincere  convertB  among  yoiiy  as  in  many  other  plaeesy  ifho  are 
eieetttaUj  farooght  home  to  Christ,  and  can  boldly  call  me  dieir 
fcpiritual  pa^^tor  and  father,  who  shall  be  my  joy  and  crowu  of 
rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus'  appenrance  to  judgineut. 

I  have  made  it  my  business  to  preach  unto  you,  and  press 
upon  joOy  the  snbslantial  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion ;  and 
what  I  was  fullj  sasiirsd  was  well  grounded  upon  holy  Scrip- 
ture. I  was  always  afraid  of  apocryphal  sms  and  daties;  I 
lutaii  of  charg^ing  any  thing  upon  you,  as  sin  or  duty,  for  which 
I  had  no  scriptural  but  imaginary  proof  or  warrant;  and  I  bless 
God  I  have  made  it  a  considerable  part  of  my  life  to  get  ready 
for  death,  and  have  now  finished  the  worit  which  God  gave  me 
le  do.  I  have  been  employed  in  the  Lord's  vineyard,  and  borne 
the  beat  of  tiie  day,  and  oontiniied  in  his  work,  blessed  be  hi^ 
name,  llll  e\  euiuL'^  :  and  can  now  c  (  lutortably  look  iutu  another 
world,  in  hope  of  the  reward  of  eternal  life,  wliich  God  hath 
promised ;  nor  is  it  any  (error  to  me  to  meet  death,  and  appear 
before  the  awful  bar  of  God ;  while  I  can  keep  a  steadfhst  eje 
npon  my  prevafling  advocate  and  intercessor  in  heaven.  I  hope 
I  can  in  some  measure  say,  with  the  blessed  apostle  St.  Paul, 
"for  me  to  die  is  gain;  and  that  I  have  a  desire  to  depart 
hence  mid  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  best  of  all :  and  that  I  have 
iaof^  a  good  fight,  and  finished  my  ooorse,  and  kept  the  ftitl^ 
and  hencelbrtli  I  hope  there  is  a  erown  of  righteousness  laid  up 
Ibr  me ;  and  not  for  me  only,  but  for  all  them  that  love  liis 
appearinfr/* 

I  have  been  solenmly  devoted  and  ordained  to  the  ministryy 
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and  I  blen  God  I  tmrt  lakan  tuukk  pieMfe  mid  attiifiietioa  in 
it|  Mpeeiall/  wlieii  I  have  been  any  myt  ftmpftabla  to  the  peo- . 

pie.  I  never  was  proetitnted  to  hdj  imrty^  but  bare  endeavour- 
ed  to  serve  Gud  as  a  CaihoHc  Christian;  I  could  uot  coiifunii  io 
the  present  establishment  of  the  Church  of  Ekiglaiid,  because 
of  difficuHiea  wMeh,  upon  the  most  impartial  study,  have  ap. 
peaved  to  me  aa  inaopenble.  Kor  eoiddiaver  bemonoiledtD 
the  temper  and  intereat  of  mpaaceable  Dmmitn,  wfao  trooU 
censtire  or  muteroh  aH  men  that  -were  not  of  tkrfr  way.  I 
have  loved  a  Conformist  as  heartily  as  a  N'onconfbnnist,  when 
both  have  been  so  ior  conscience'  sake ;  and  when  the  power  of 
godliness  hath  equally  appeared  in  both,  they  bave  aqnaDy 
■band  uk  my  ilnnera  lore  and  nihotioa. — am  now  widdn 
aigbt  of  wodd  ofHii,  and  peace,  wbenelbere  v  neitbsf 
Jew  nor  Gentile,  circumcision  nor  imcircimicisioii,  bnt  Chrift  is 
all  in  all ;  jet  before  I  can  leave  the  world,  T  nnist  take  my 
aolemn  fiurewell  of  yon  all,  my  bdoved  iiock  and  people.  1  sm 
now  new  to  sfgtk  to  yon  any  more  ^om  Hie  pnlpit,  nor  mast 
yon  ever  see  my  tee  again  till  the  vaat  appeamnee  nt  ^  fMt 
day  of  judgment.  Suffer  me,  therefore,  I  beseedi  v  ,  solemnly 
to  obtcsit  and  conjnre  jou  all,  ub  your  d  \  iii<r  pastor,  aud  one 
that  mti8t  meet  you  ere  long  at  the  Lord  s  bar,  and  stand  as  a 
witness  for  you  or  against  yon  then, — that  you  do  not  compli- 
aient>God  and  your  praciooa  aonla,  bot  make  vriigion  yonr  mam 
bnainefla  and  work  of  yonr  Hvea,  in  defiance  of  aH  the  avoeationa 
and  cifcnmatanees  of  tlda  world.  Whatever  beeomes  of  yonr 
ahop  and  compter,  be  sure  you  mind  your  closet:  secure  to 
^GouiBelves  an  interest  in  Chhst  without  any  delay,  by  accepting 
the  gospel  offer,  and  rest  yonnelvea  upon  him  for  righteonaneia 
and  eternal  Hfe.  Never  tnurt  to  yonr  own  beartB,  in  mattm  of 
salvation,  without  an  impartial  trial,  and  thst  every  day.  Let 
Ike  work  of  self-examination  be  carried  on  by  you  ;  "  examiue 
and  prove  vonrach  es  in  order  to  know  yoiiriselves,  whether  you 
Are  in  the  lalth;"  whether  your  evidences  for  heaven  be  aoani 
and  of  the  night  ^kind;  niheite  your  title  is  dear  fiEors  bettor 
world ;  and  do  not  anffiar  any  alnnganeaa  betwixt  God  md 
your  ownnoda,  or  the  least  blot  m  yonr  evidenoaa  fcr  «temal 
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fife.  TfcM  maj  kMp  up  qoiMUMOK  «pMl  God,  ehmc 
up  your  muoQ  with  Christ,  irhioh  is  the  fromid  of  your  oom- 

muuion  ;  and  ^^ce  that  you  shew  a  jiist,  iuviuhible  rcnpcct  to 
both,  the  tables  ut  God  s  law.  In  all  jour  religious  aud  secular 
odncems,  keep  oonscience  void  of  offence  both  toward  God  and 
muDf  and  let  evecy  day's  pnetiGe  be  the  mending  of  the  bet 
di^e  emm.  BOeke  wmeeSeace of  relttiva  dudes  townrdseeeh 
other,  sad  set  up  familj  instmetkm  in  yonr  houses,  and  make 
the  wurld  truckle  to  your  daily  acts  of  divine  \vor.>liip.  Dili- 
geoily  observe  yooraelveB  and  families  to  keep  Iroui  the  iufeo- 
tkm  of  evil  company^  that  would  lead  yon  to  drink  and  game^ 
or  to  haant  ^e  play-house;  which,  ss  AroKbishop  ^Woitm 
ealla  it,  is  the  Deril'e  Chapel;  a  schoai  and  nnrsery  of  lewdness 
and  vice. — Be  not  ashamed  of  godliness  and  tnie  religion, 
though  others  reproach  ^  ou  on  that  account ;  it  being  much 
easier  to  bear  man's  censure  than  God's  auger  and  displeasure. 
— Have  a  special  regard  to  the  doe  saactification  of  the  sabbath* 
day,  both  in  yonr  assembliesi  fiuniJIesy  and  closet.  Also  give 
dtSgent  attendance  on  all  the  ordSnanees  of  TsHgion,  whether 
stated  or  occasional. — Keep  tkc  iiuity  of  the  spirit  in  iku  bond 
of  petikce  and  love,  and  shew  yourselves  exemphiry  unto  others, 
£or  Christian  temper  and  moderatioo.  Adorn  the  doctrine  of 
onr  Ijord  Jesns  Christ  in  all  tfaings»  and  let  yonr  light  shine 
before  men»  that  others,  seeing  yonr  good  works,  may  be  In- 
duced by  your  good  example  to  glorify  Qod  also. 

And  now,  my  beloved  friends  and  brethren  in  C'lirist  Jcaiis,  I 
leave  you,  and  humbly  commit  you  all  to  the  care  and  conduct 
of  the  gieat  -filMphevd  «nd  Bishop  of  sonls,  and  to  the  word  of 
hb  giaoe,  and  to  the  direotiQ&  and  guidance  of  his  good  fl|iiri^ 
which  IS  able  to  keep  yon  from  fidling,  and  to  present  yon  &ult- 
les.s  before  tlie  presence  of  bin  glory  with  exceeding  joy,  and  to 
llmild  you  up  and  give  you  an  inheritance  among  them  who  are 
sanctifisd ;  and  am  your  afiiDctionate  and  ever-loving,  and  now 
djaagfaatm^ 

Samusl  Bury. 

The  Lord  be  with  your  spirits  and  nune. 

Amen  and  Amea. 
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Thi^  trxceliem  man  wa;»  t^iiciiteil  ai  l:i[ijigtou,  in 
Mr.  Doolitlle  s  academj.  The  catholic  sentiments 
txpr&s;jecl  in  hi^  le  tter  are  llu-  more  honourable  to 
him,  because  in  early  life  be  witnessed  much  secta- 
rian strife.  His  tutor  was  oblig^  by  the  prevailing 
spirit  of  intulc ranee  to  rtrmovc,  first  from  isirngton 
to  Battersea,  and  soon  after  to  place  his  pupib  with 
prirate  families  at  Clapham.  In  this  seminary  Mr. 
Bury  was  contemporary  with  Mr.  Matthew  Henry, 
of  whom  he  once  said,  while  delineating  his  charac- 
ter, "  he  wa^  to  ii»c  a  most  desirable  friend  and  I 
lore  Heaven  better  since  he  went  there.''*  Mr. 
Bury  first  setded  at  Bury  St  Edmimds.  He 
preached  and  afterwards  pubiij>hcd  two  sermons  on 
the  opening  of  the  Presbyterian  chapel  at  Bury, 
December  11,  1711;  and  his  portrait  still  remains 
in  the  vestry  of  that  buiidmg.  He  published  a  §ew 
other  single  sermons,  and  the  life  of  his  wife,  a  lady 
of  eminent  piety  and  benevolence. 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Bury  at  Lewin  s  Mead  was 
Mr.  Diaper,  during  whose  ministry  large  additions 
were  made  to  the  congregation.  In  the  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  year  1736  we  find  the  name 
of  Sir  Michael  Foster,  who  for  some  time  Avorshiped 
at  Lewin  s  Mead.*)*  The  committee  met  regularly 
to  arrange  the  affairs  of  the  society.  At  their  sug^ 
gestion,  in  1748,  a  lecture  which  had  been  delivered 
on  Wednesday  evening  was  afterwards  deliv^^red 
during  the  winter  months  in  the  niornmg.    It  had 

*  IVw^i  Uf«  of  MaMlMw  Heniy,  p.  27, 

t  TlMlUb  of  tUsgMt  Iswjrtt  and  upright  Jodie  wit  paUMad  la  ISII, 
by  hit  nephew  Mr.  Dodaom 
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been  also  customary  for  the  pastor  to  preach  a  Pre- 
|)amtUNi  Sermon  on  the  Friday  evening  preceding 
tke  day  lot  the  administration  of  the  Lord's  supper; 
this  also  was  altered  to  the  morning,  iiut  the  most 
interesAing  minute  in  this  period  of  our  history  re- 
istes  to  the  im|»>OTement  of  the  singing.  The  con- 
gregation, in  common  with  others,  had  been  accus- 
tomed until  the  middle  nft  the  last  century  to  sing 
widiout  books  at  the  dictation  of  the  clerk,  who 
gSFe  out  the  lines  singly.  In  1758  a  committee^ 
consisting  of  John  HaH,  Jeremiah  Ames»  and 
others,  met  and  passed  resolutions  in  favour  of  the 
introduction  of  such  a  hymn  book  as  the  ministers 
should  approre  of,  and  the  gratuitous  distribution 
of  copies  among  boys,  servants  and  poor  people, 
IlMy  also  resolved,  with  a  forth^  yien  to  the  im« 
provement  of  the  singing,  that  requests  should  be 
made  to  the  xaiaisters  for  suitable  sermons  on  the 
subject^ — to  the  clerk  for  his  attendance  in  the 
vestry  twice  a  week  to  teach  those  who  were  desi- 
tom  of  learning — and  to  the  female  part  of  the 
congregatioii  fer  ttieir  especial  assistance  on  the 
Lord  s-day»  in  this  part  of  public  worship. 

Una  plan  was  launediatdy  carried  into  offsets 
The  pastor  was  Mr.  William  Richards.  His  pro» 
deeesaoc*  Mr.  Diaper^  whose  assistant  he  had  been, 
nwigned  in  1761,  on  account  of  infirmities.  Vt* 
Diaper  was  but  little  known  beyond  the  circle  ai 
his  cingraBallaB,  but  that  circle  he  hrig^itenod  bf 
his  beautiAil  example  and  labours  of  love.  The 
socaetj  were  warmly  attached  to  him,  as  indeed 
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they  have  ben  ie  all  their  mSaBaafkm,  proving  the 

Eiocerity  of  iheur  re^nl  hj  irieudiv  and  delicate 
proceedings  ia  reference  to  erery  official  ciiinge,  ntd 
by  manifesting  a  warm  interest  in  progress  of 
truiii  and  virtue.  The  liie  of  Mr.  Kichai-ds  was 
equally  devoid  eC  incidnta  of  general  iBtemi. 
Where  he  was  educated,  or  whether  he  potbHshed 
any  ^ang»  I  have  aol  been  able  lo  ascertain.  Ue 
wae  ehooen  aaristant  in  1731,  and  pastor  in  1751 
and  his  letter  of  resignation  is  dated  December  2d, 
1768.  While  aUoding  la  the  bodity  indiapoaitMm 
which  led  to  this  event,  he  also  bears  testimony  to 
die  worth  of  the  Lewin's  Mead  Society.  "  It  is 
neccflgaiy,''he  sap,  ^donag  Ae  small  lemainder  of 
ray  life  to  desire  ibe  relief  of  ea^e  and  freedom  from 
the  constant  letoniE  ef  public  labour,  1  caaoMM^ 
theteibre,  longer  postpone  declaring  my  resignalien 
of  the  pastoral  relation  to  this  reputable  and  to  me 
highly  endeared  society.  I  cannot  but  refleot  with 
gratitude  and  pleasure,  that  the  providence  of  God 
assigned  me  the  sphere  of  my  service  among  a 
people  with  whom  I  ha^e  enjoyed  an  kng  and  «a» 
interruptt'd  satisfEurtion^  for  whom  i  always  have 
ever  shaU  retain,  a  most  cordial  affMtioD 
and  esteem." 

On  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Richards  to  the  oQice 
of  pastor,  l£r.  Thomas  Wright  was  chosen  his 
aasistant.  After  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Richards, 
the  raigregntion  were  supplied  by  various  ministein 
in  conjnnetion  vriA  Mr.  Wright,  untO  Mn  (aflav- 
vntrds  Dr.j  Ehilin  became  his  permanent  assistant. 
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Thus  eonaecttcL  time  gentlemen  laboured  together, 
with  much  success,  twenty-one  years,  when,  at  the 
euneel  request  of  Mr.  Wright,  Dr.  Estlm  was 
appcMnted  joint  pastor.  Five  years  after  wank, 
Mr.  Wright  died,  and  the  vacancy  was  Mied  by 
Ait  eketitMi  of  Mr.  John  fiowe  to  the  same  cffiee. 
In  1817,  Dr.  Estlin  died  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
Carpenter,  who  had  been  many  years  one  of  the 
ministers  of  Georges  Meeting,  Exeter ;  and  in 
1832,  another  change  took  place  in  consequence  of 
tiie  remiOTal  of  Mr.  Bowe,  on  which  occasion  the 
society  chose  Mr.  R.  B.  Aspland,  of  Chester,  son  of 
the  Rev.  R.  Aspland,  of  Hackney.  Of  Dr.  Estlin 
and  Mr.  Bowe  biographical  notices  will  be  fimnd 
in  the  usual  place.  With  regard  to  the  present 
ministers^  their  naines  end  their  labours  are  too  well 
known,  and  too  highly  esteemed,  to  need  fttrther 
notice  here.  One  circumstance,  however,  may  be 
HMnftioned  as  dosdy  connected  with  my  object 

When  Dr.  Carpenter  had  resided  at  Bristol  about 

ten  years*  his  health  became  so  much  impaired  that 
be  deemed  it        to  tender  the  resignation  of  his 

pastoral  office.  This,  his  attached  congregation 
were  unwilling  to  aecept»  and  finding  it  probable 
that  a  complete  change  of  air  and  scene  and  a  pro 
tracted  cessation  from  his  usual  engagements  would* 
imder  the  Divine  biessing,  be  followed  by  a  Denew^ 
ed  capacity  for  exertion,  they  urgal  him  to  continue 
their  minister.  At  length  Dr.  Carpenter  consented; 
in  tte  montli  of  August  1626«  he  addressed  a  letter 
(afterwards  lithographed)  to  the  society,  stating  the 
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reasons  by  which  he  was  influenced*  and  monifieafi-' 

ing  the  a'dme  afifectionate  spirit,  the  same  earnest 
deaire  for  the  Christian  improvement  of  his  hearers^ 
as  the  reader  has  perceived  in  the  letter  of  his  pre- 
decessor Mr.  Bury. 

The  history  of  the  congregation  during  the  last 
half-century  incUides  the  erection  of  the  present 
chapel.  The  old  build  in  u:  was  originally  held  u^osx 
a  lease  which  expired  about  the  middle  of  the  last 
century^  when  arrangements  were  made  for  placing 
the  property  on  a  more  satisfoctosy  footing.  The 
meeting-house,  the  ground  on  which  it  stood«  and 
several  old  buildings  adjoining,  were  at  length 
purchased  by  the  society;  and«  prior  to  the  year 
I7l:)0,  the  present  handsome  cluipd  Avas  erected  uii 
the  same  site.   While  the  work  was  going  on,  the 
ron^cgntion  assembled  on  one  part  of  the  Sunday 
in  Uic  Independent  chapel,  in  Bridge  Street,  it  being 
thvn  customary  for  the  Dissenters  of  Bristol  though 
ihlVi  I  lui^  wiilt  ly  on  point^s  of  doctrine,  to  accommo- 
dati*  each  othor  in  the  spint  of  power  and  of  love 
and  of  a  sound  mind.   Manv  years  afterwards  the 
UnvHi  s  Mead  society,  acting  in  the  same  spirit,  lent 
ihfixf  |4acr  of  worship  for  several  weeks  to  anotho* 
Indr^w^ndent  conj^ivgation  meeting  in  Castle  Green; 
-^bm  when,  more  recently,  the  Unitarians  appUed 
for  the  loan  of  the  Castle  Green  chapel  in  return, 
tho  acconiuuHlation  was  denied; — ^many  of  the 
** orthodox'  worshipers  would  have  consented,  but 
mndsief  pronounced  his  veto  and  he  was  suffer- 
ih)  Ui  prevail. 
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The  situation  of  the  Lewin  s  Mead  chapel  is  well 
known  to  be  bad.  The  building,  however,  is  in 
every  respect  worthy  of  the  large  and  respectable 
society  asseuibling  within  its  walh».  It  has  three 
«igle6  and  three  galleries^  and  is  capable  of  seating 
about  1000  persons.*  The  pulpit  and  desk  are 
particularly  neat  In  the  gallery,  opposite,  is  an 
organ.  A  new  and  nsefiil  collection  of  hymns, 
made  by  Dr.  Carpenter  and  others  for  the  use  of 
flie  society,  and  since  adopted  by  other  societies,  was 
introduced  in  1831.  It  may  be  here  mentioned, 
that  Dr,  Estlin  at  one  period  of  his  ministry  wished 
a  litnrgy  to  be  used  at  Lewin  s  Mead.  The  subject 
was  discussed,  but  the  congregation  not  being 
unanimous,  the  old  plan  was  continued.  Divine 
Service  is  conducted  in  the  morning  and  evening. 
The  number  of  worshipers  is  about  six  hundred, 
exclusive  of  several  hundred  scholars. 

Many  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  last 
twenty  years.  A  large  number  of  heads  of  families 
and  not  a  few  promising  young  persons  have  been 
removed  by  death.  There  have  also  been  seces- 
sions in  consequence  of  doctrinal  changes.  Con- 
siderable interest  was  excited  by  the  sudden  alteram 
tion  in  the  opinions  of  Dr.  btock,  about  the  year 
1817.  That  gentleman,  after  having  long  proved 
himself  a  zealous  member  of  the  Uuitarian  congre- 
gation, became,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  a 
Calvinistic  Baptist.    Many  years  afterwards,  the 

*  The  gallcriLB  arc  .ascended  by  two  gcomotricai  s>uuicaitcs  i  biug  from 
the  wuigB  of  thu  building. 
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public  were  presented  with  the  "  Second  ThoughU" 

of  Mi.  C.  A.  Elton,  a  gentleman  of  considerable 
literary  reputation^  who  went  back  to  the  Efitablisb- 
ed  Church,  from  which  he  had  seceded.   He  is  the 
son  of  the  Rev.  Sir  A.  Elton,  Bart.,  and  the  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  first  treasurer  at  Lewin's  Mead.  He 
joined  the  Unitarians  about  the  time  of  Dr.  Stoek's 
secession,  and  published  several  powerful  defences 
of  the  sect  every  where  spoken  against,— especially 
Unitariauism  Unassailable,"  and  "An  Appeal  to 
Scripture  and  Tradition*"   If,  however,  the  congre- 
l^ation  have  suffered  losses,  they  have  also  received 
many  valuable  additions.    In  1622,  the  liev.  S.  C 
Fripp,  a  clergyman  of  the  Established  Church, 
avoweil  his  conversion  to  Unitarianism  in  the 
Lewin's  Mead  pulpit,  after  an  examination  of  nearly 
four  years  :  and  there  have  been  other  instances  of 
the  same  kind.    Within  the  last  few  years  many 
|Kiniona  have  joined  the  socie^  from  the  middle 
and  hnvor  ranks  of  life.    This  may  be  allributed, 
under  Providence,  to  various  circumstances — ^par- 
ticularly to  a  strain  of  truly  evangelical  preaching, 
Iho  well  conducted  schools  attached  to  the  chapel, 
and  the  occasional  meetings  fortiie  cultivation  of 
Mortal  and  religious  feelint^*?.    These  meetings  have 
greatly  increased  in  number  and  interest.   In  ad* 
dition  to  the  useful  intercourse  occasioned  by  die 
schools,  the  Book  Society,  the  general  congrega- 
tional a&irs,  and  the  Western  Unitarian  Society, 
whoso  committee  reside  in  Bristol,  much  good  has 
\ivvn  done  by  annual  teapmeetings.    The  first  was 
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beM  five  years  since,  on  GKiod  Friday,  and  was 

attended  chiefly  by  the  teachers  and  nuinagers  of 
the  schools.  They  have  since  been  heki  on  the 
same  day  on  a  larger  plan ;  each  has  been  more 

numerously  attended  than  the  lasW  und  all  have 

been  produetiye  of  pleasure  and  unprovement  The 
congregation^  of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages  and 
classes,  now  assemble  to  the  number  of  2oO,  at 
fire  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  taking  tea  in 
the  school-rooms,  listen  to  addresses  on  subjects  of 
importance  to  them  as  members  of  a  congregation. 
Unitarian  Christiansi,  and  friends  to  the  universal 
diffusion  of  knowledge  and  happiness. 
Bcsidfls  eemmodioiis  vestries  attach^  to  the 

chapel,  the  congregation  possess  other  eligible 
buildings  on  the  same  spot.  When  the  chapel  wa$ 
builti  stables  and  coach*houses  were  provided  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  woiohipers.  Over  the 
stables  is  a  lecture  room^  built  in  1818,  for  the  puiv 
poses  of  religious  instruction  to  the  younger  mem* 
bers  of  the  congregation ;  here  the  Intermediate 
School  is  taught  and  the  chapel  library  kept.  In 
the  month  of  January,  1826,  the  latest  huildings 
were  completed.  These  aUbrd  a  strong  proof  of  th^ 
iwl  and  generosity  of  the  Bristol  Unitarians.  They 
consist  of  two  large  school-rooms,  a  committee- 
f€om«  And  a  kitohen«  together  ?rith  a  small  ten^ 
ment  for  the  master  and  mistress  of  the  Infant 
School,  and  the  mistress  of  the  Girls  daily  school. 
In  addition  to  this  property,  there  are  at  Brunswick 
Square  a  burial-ground,  and  a  ^niali  building  in 
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which  the  fimenl  serrioe  is  coodiicled;  and  at 

Stokes  Croft  an  alms-house  for  12  poor  persons, 
and  school  buildings  for  the  daily  instniciion  and 
^  ..rtial  board  of  thiffy^dx  boys. 

The  instituiioas  coucenung  which  1  shall  state  a 
few  fiwts»  may  be  noticed  in  the  fidlowing  mder: — 

I.  The  Stoke's  Croft  Aims-house. 
IL  The  Stoke s  Cioll  SehooL 

III.  The  Gixk'  D&ilv  Schools. 

IV.  The  SuBday-echool& 

\\  Hie  Infint  Mad  Intamediate  Schools.* 

Besidn  these  theie  ate-^  Fond  for  Ae  Belief 

of  Poor  Ministers  or  their  Widows,  the  Reading 
Society,  the  FeUowship  Fond»  and  the  Chapel  lir 
brar}% — all  will  supported  and  of  great  utility. 
PerceiYing  the  necessity  of  concentrating  their  ef- 
IbHs  as  much  a.s  possible,  the  congregation  bsTe 
lately  estiiblishtd  a  fund,  called  the  Lew  ins  Mead 
Auxiliary  Fund.  Theie  wiD  conseqnentiy  be  no 
longer  distinct  subseriptioas  to  the  Chapel  library 
and  Fellowship  Fund.  The  leading  objects  of  the 
new  society  aze»  to  assisi  other  congicgatimg,  to 
contribute  towards  York  Colleg^^  L  iiitarian 

Association,  to  maint^^ii  extend  the  Congrega- 
tional IibraiT>  and  to  distribute  tracts  calculated  to 
make  Uuiiariau  principles  better  known  and  pro- 
mote their  practical  influence. 

•  The  m5^r  ATf^**  -iy^  •t-.der  tJwae  b««ib  is  chieAy  dnrirei  imm  w 
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I.  The  Stoktt's  Croft  Mwu-hoHte. 

Hub  cbarit/,  together  with  the  school  conducted  ia  the  SBiufl 
MldiiigH^  was  founded  in  the  cwij  part  of  the  laat  eenturjr. 
At  ita  eommenceinent  the  congregation  aobaoribed  j^4000  for  the 
cnelioii    file  biiMng  and  tlie  support  of  the  iaalit^^  TUs 

fand  wM  further  aided  at  bub-equent  periods,  by  beueftictions 
and  legacies,  all  which  were  vested  in  puhUc  securities.  But  tui 
the  ineome  of  the  eharit  j  did  not  inerease  with  its  exigeneies^ 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  centnrj  an  appeal  was  made  to 
the  oongregation  On  its  behalf^  whieh  was  libeiallj  answered. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  resolved,  that  the  fund  should  be  fur- 
ther inoreabc*;],  l>v  coTii:rf'L:ati<>ual  collectionii  aiul  aiiiuial  siib- 
icriptioiia  for  the  beuetit  of  the  school, — a  reiK)lutiua  which 
has  been  acted  opoa  to  the  present  time.  The  ahns-honse  is 
oomfortable,  and  is  oocnpied  hj  eleven  women  and  one  man» 
for  each  of  whom  thm  is  sn  sUowanee  from  die  funded 
property. 


11.  The  Stok€'$  Croft  SchooL 

For  a  long  time  from  the  establishment  of  this  institution,  30 
bo/a  were  inatnicted  and  wholly  supported  by  it.  The  number 
boarded  in  the  house  was  gradually  lessened,  tiU,  ou  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  present  master  in  1832,  that  part  of  the  sjstem  was 
entird^  relinqdshed,  and  the  advantages  of  tiie  school  limited 
to  iastmetioo,  with  elodiing  and  dinners  on  Sundays.  At  the 
close  of  1832,  six  boys  were  added  to  the  schoul,  but  with  fewer 
advantages  than  the  others  iu  consequence  of  the  state  of  the 
fbnds.  The  general  objects  of  insfcmctioii  are,  ieadmg>  writings 
arithmetiey  and  geographj,  together  with  the  essentials  of 
English  grammar.  Attention  is  paid  to  the  exercise  of  the 
intellectual  powers,  and  the  boys  are  made  familiar  with  the 
fHct.->  of  bcripture  iiistory,  the  duties  of  life,  and  the  principles 
and  precepts  of  religioii.   In  these  ot^ts  the  master,  who  re» 


Digitized  by  Google 


122 


BRISTOL. 


•idot  in  tlie  hooM^  is  aided  by  the  ninieten  of  the  cOogiefitloi^ 
and  tbe  eohool  is  freqoentlj  vinled  hy  themaad  the  other  fiBoffeea. 
Pkmjen  end  portkms  of  ecriptare  are  read  hj  the  master  every 

morning  and  evening,  vvlien  several  of  the  persona  in  the  alms- 
huuse  iu»uaily  atteud.  Oa  Sundays,  ako,  the  scholars  are 
ooeoiiiad  in  Buitable  employments.  All  the  arrangements  tend 
to  prepiure  the  boje  for  the  vsefol  oeegpatjopa  of  life ;  and  v»* 
fkms  inatanoea  have  ooeonady  in  whieh  ^y  have  heen  enahM 
by  ita  tndniiif  to  nuae  themeelvea  Into  eraditable  aitnaCioiui. 
'I'linv  are  not  :uliiii(tinl  till  the)  are  nine  years  of  age,  nor  con- 
tiaiUHi  more  (hau  tour  vcars.  When  they  leave^  provii^ion,  m 
made  for  coutiauiug  their  reli^us  iustrocuaa. 

in.  Ti9  Girb' Ikufy  SdM. 

Itiia  eohool  waa  commenced  in  1787.  Twenty-one  girla  are 
tanght,  and  have  olothimg  and  Sunday  diimeri.  The  ezpeiiaeB 
ar»  defbyed  oat  of  fonded  property,  aided  by  the  aoniial  aab- 
aerlptiona  and  the  bieimlal  coUeetioii.    The  foDowmg  ndea 

and  principles  ari'  selected  from  a  paper  published  in  1825. 
Thivv  Hr<*  onnnoetod  with  the  history  of  the  congrcpition,  and 
lUHy  lurainU  a  uioful  guide  to  the  promoters  of  similar  institn- 
tiona. 

It  wu  the  intention  of  thoae  who  founded  this  Sefaool,  thai 
lha  ohtldran  ahoiild  baohoeen,  in  the  first  inatance,  from  amlMr 
iunlUen  ronneoted  with  the  Lewiu's  Mead  Congregation.  And 
ii  wurt  ihviv  purtii'uhir  desire,  that  the  characters  of  the  parents 
or  ^'uurdiau^  ul  tho  children  recoouneuded  should  be  attended 
to,  ill  order  that  the  endeavoora  iMed  in  the  School  to  form 
habiia  of  pieiy,  induati7>  neataei^  iet^  might  be  enoonnged 
and  promoted  at  home. 

T%a  girla  are  required  to  attend  r^^arly  and  punctually, 
from  nine  till  twelve  in  the  morning,  and  from  two  till  four  or 
five  in  the  aftLrnoou.  On  the  Lord's-'day  they  form  part  of  the 
Hiuiday-school.  **  They  must  appear  with  their  clothes  clean 
and  properly  mended;  their  fooe^  nedn,  and  handa  washed; 
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tiieir  bair  eomibed  and  out  abort.  Thejr  moil  never  be  kept 
fifont  sehool  on  trifling  pretences,  nor  withont  leave  of  the 
Mistress.    The  elder  ones  arc  instructed  iu  houbeliyld  work  and 
washing ;  and  during  the  last  two  years  iu  writing  and  arith- 
metie.   No  girl  is  admitted  before  she  is  nine  jrears  of  age^  or 
contumes  after  afae  is  firarteea;  If  en  qmttmg  :  tbe  tcbool  ahe  ob* 
tidii  a  place  of  aerrio^  lenaiii  m  it  Ibr  dz  montlifl^  asd  leoilre 
a  good  obameter  fitnn  ber  mfstreae,  one  guinea  is  laid  oat  for 
iitr  in  clotlien.    Young  ludius  of  the  conerregaiiun,  not  being 
subscribers,  are  invited  to  become  Vibilera  uf  the  School,  »nd  to 
attend  the  Quarterly  Meetings  of  the  Subsoiiben^  when  scholars 
are  elected  and  VisiterB  appointed. — ^The  proper  vintung  of  tbe 
Sebool  iMf  in  various  wajs,  an  objeet  of  great  moment^  and  en- 
cenragee  anMmg  fbe  giiis  a  dispoeitMm  to  propriety  of  demeaaoiir 
and  regard  to  character." 

IV.  The  Sunday- SchooU* 

Hiese  were  established  m  1821.    Tbey  are  taught  In  Uie 

new  buildings,  and  supported  by  donations  from  individuals 
and  gTRnts  from  the  fund  of  the  Lewin'H  Mead  United  iSchools. 
Connected  with  this  institution  is  a  School  Library.  About 
muetjr  books  and  trsets  are  lent  every  Sonda/.  The  following 
extiBct  from  a  speeeb  hy  Vt,  Cazpentery  In  tbe  year  sap* 
plies  interesting  tnfinrmation  as  to  tbe  origin  and  olgeets  of  tbe 
Lewin's  Mead  Sunday -schools :  "  The  school  at  our  meeting 
at  Exeter  was  the  first  in  that  place.  At  Bristol  we  had  to  wait. 
Tlicre  are  times  when  we  must  watch  and  wait  for  years.  Our 
friends  thought  that  the  children  wonkl  not  be  allowed  to  come. 
In  tbe  meantime^  in  tbe  spring  of  1818k  two  Persians  of  emi- 
nenee,  wbo  were  in  this  country,  visited  ns.  They  wanted  to 
know  if  we  had  a  Sunday-school,  and  said  they  thought  we 
were  not  so  active  as  we  ought  to  be.  It  was  of  no  use  to  tell 
them  of  Birmingham.  We  could  not  speak  of  one  Sunday- 
sebool  in  London,  or  of  one  in  Bristol.  These  inquiries,  how* 
ever,  enabled  us  to  stir  np  our  friends ;  and  we  aie  now  felt  by 
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file  poor  mQiid  os  to  be  Hidr  benefiMStora.  pRjndiee  and  |m> 
rocUal  inflnenise  limve  been  actave  agaiiiBt  ne ;  bnt  tfau  ihoald 

Htimulatc  onr  zeal.  \Vho<<e  zpal  15  nut  stimulated  hy  being*  told 
we  are  not  Ckristians  ?  Our  projwr  iinswcr  to  ihi&  reproack  is,  to 
rouse  n  spirit  of  exertioii;  not  m  behalf  of  foreign  mlaaone — mm 
eboold  not  thitnr  swaj  our  atrengdi  upon  Uioee ;  bnt  a  qnrit  of 
exertion  at  home.  My  ^aienda,  teaeh  CfaristiBnity^  not  eontro* 
Tereially,  bnt  eimply ;  diat  ie  tbe  beet  waj  of  teaebing^  it.  If 
the  cliildren  inquire  farther,  teacL  tlieui,  as  matter  of  fact,  tliLit 
»ucli  opiuious  are  held,  and  lead  them  to  think  for  iheiuseives. 
Teach  them  never  to  torn  away  from  holiness  and  love.  Teach 
tbem  in  this  numner,  and  tfaen^  tboogh  thej  ahoold  leave  va, 
tbej  will  not  be  bitter  agatnet  ne.  Shew  them  that  our  belief 
ia  not  a  mere  akeletOD*  bat  that  we  have  tiie  vital  power  of 
religion."  * 

V.  7^  I$^Mmtd  IniermMiie  Ikttfy  SchooU. 

The  former  wa.s  commenced  in  182G,  and  the  latter  in  1829. 
Both  are  supported  bjr  the  fund  of  the  United  Schools.  The 
InSuit  Sohod  oontains  from  eighty  to  ninety  children,  who  are 
taught  in  one  of  the  looma  in  tbe  new  boildiogs.  The  Inter- 
mediate  School  oontains  about  the  same  nnmber,  and  is  in- 
8tnu't«Hl  in  the  lecture  room,  on  another  jmrt  of  the  premises. 
I^esiides  the  proNnsion  for  moral  and  mental  culture  in  th«"^r  iu- 
8tituti«^ns,  they  have  a  dispenearr,  eetablished  exclusively  tor  the 
Lewin's  Mead  Sohoola.  It  eppeere  bjr  the  medical  report  for 
I889»  that  106  caeee  had  been  attended  to  and  relieved  in  the 
eonrse  of  tlic  year,  hk  oonseqnence  of  the  great  attention  then 
paid  to  the  health  of  the  children,  the  cholera,  which  proved  so 
fatal  in  some  pjurts  of  the  city,  did  not  afflict  one  of  the  Tx'wiu's 
Mead  :«cholar^.  "  Advantage  has  been  taken  (says  the  report) 
daring  the  past  year,  of  the  pemuasion  given  by  the  Committee 
to  extend  the  benefit  of  thb  diepenaary.  Hie  foil  advantage  of 
the  permiesion  has  yet  been  limited,  leet  the  ftmda  should  be 

•  Sct>  Rpport  of  tho  meeting  of  Qxc  SiiiuUy-scliowl  Awoctattoa  held  in 
Loudon,  (Jenerui  Bnplut  Adt9e«^e,  Vol.  iv.  p.  105. 
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inadeqiiate  to  wmi  the  neoeaiBrily  inomatd  expenditure.  Ap- 
yilicetion  for  advice  bee  been  conetantlj  made  by  varioos  mem- 
bers of  fiimilies,  of  which  the  jounger  branches  ere  attached  to 

the  Schools.  Tims,  in  man}*  iustauces,  it  is  hoped  that  serioiifi 
iilness  hm  becu  averted,  since  no  delay  has  arisen  from  the  fre- 
quent difficult/  of  procniing  recommendadone  to  other  chaii- 
tiee/' 

The  length  to  which  I  have  protracted  this  ac- 
count precludes  my  giving  further  particulars  of  the 
minor  institutions  connected  with  the  society.  For 
the  same  reason  I  cannot  enter  into  tlie  details  of 
those  admirable  systems  of  management^  both  moral 
and  pecuniary,  by  which  at  the  same  time  each 
school  is  distinctly  provided  for,  and  all  are  under 
an  efficient  superintendence.  Enough  has  been  re- 
corded to  enable  the  reader  to  reflect  with  pleasure 
upon  the  efforts  of  the  Bristol  Unitarians;  and  while 
he  turns  his  thoughts  to  Lewin's  Head,  where  the 
opulent  are  giving  of  their  abundance,  the  aged  and 
well-informed  guiding  by  their  judgment,  and  the 
young  devoting  their  energies  to  deeds  of  goodness, 
he  may  derive  abundant  encouragement  to  do  what 
his  hands  find  him  to  do«  with  all  his  might. 

The  following  inscriptions  are  found  on  suitable 
tablets  in  the  small  building  in  the  cemetery  in 
Brunswick  Square: 

Nbar  this  stone 
are  deposited  the  remains 
OP  THK  Hkverend  Thomas  Wkight, 

WHO  SUSTAINED  WITH  DIGNITY  THE  CHARACTER  OF  MlNlSTKE 

OF  fUK  SoouTT  or  PaoTUTAMT  DitesifTSRS  IN  Liwin's 
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MftAD  OUBIIIA  TilK  SFACI  OF  VORTT-ClCUir  TSAIW. 
Hb  OKPAJtnD  THIS  LIFE  THE  14Cll  OF  AIaT»  \797, 

IN  THK  SBYKKTr-FlVftT  TXAR  OF  HIS  AOS. 
Bt  a  HAMLT  ATOWAI*  of  TBS  QBNVIMB  FE1MCIPLK8 

OF  Rblioiovs  and  Ciyil  Libbbtt: 
Bt  an  abobnt  and  wbll-oirbctbd  bbal  to  fromotb 

TBB  KNOWLBDOB  AND  TRB  FBACTICB  OF  FVBS  CbRISTIANITT  : 
AND  PARTtCVLABItT  BY  A  UFB  OF  STBICT  INTBORITr^ 

Hb  acqvirbd  gbnbral  rbbfbct,  and  ucubbd  to  himsblf  ruu 

TB8T1MONT  OF  A  GOOD  CONBCfBNCB»  AND  THB  WBLL-OBOONDBD 
%  HOFB  OF  A  HAPFY  IMMOBTAUTT. 

Hn  PUBLfG  8BRTICB8,  IN  WHICH  PIBTT, 

AFFBCTION,  AND  JUDGMENT,  WERE  UNITED, 
WERE  HAPPILY  CONTINUED  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  UiS  DISSOLUTION. 

''BtBSSBD  18  TBAT  8BRTANT  WBOM  HIB  LORD 
WHBN  BB  OOMBTH  8BAU1  FIND  80  DOiBO." 


SaCRBD  TO  THB  MEMORY  OF 

THB  Rbt.  Jobn  Prior  Estlin*  i*.l.d., 

MINI8TBR  OF  LbWIN'8  MbAD  CHAFBIi 

FOB  FOmTY-SIZ  YBABS» 
WHO,  BBLOYBD  AND  BBORBTTBD,  DIBD 
AV0U8T  10tH>  1817>  AOBD  70  YBAB8. 
tll8  WRinN08  ARB  CBARACTBRIBBD  BY  AN  BNUOBTBNRD  BBAL  FOB 
TBB  FAITB  OF  TBB  0O8FBL,  AS  BIS  UFB  WAS  BY  BBNBYOLBNQB, 

nmOBITY,  8IMFUCITY,  AND  CBBBEFUL  FIBTT$  AND  BIS 
DBFARTVRB  WAS  iLtiOMINBD  BY  TBB  JOYFUL  BXPBCTATION  OP  A 
RB8VRRBCTION  TO  BTBRNAL  IIPB  THROUGH  JeSUS  ChrIST. 

BlBSSBD  ARB  TBB  PURB  IN  BBART»  FOB  TBBY  SHALL  SBB  GoD." 


Also  of  John  Wright,  m.d., 
who,  from  an  incapacity  through  a  failure  op  yoiob 

TO  DISCHAROB  THB  DUTIB8  OF  THB  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY, 
IN  WHICH  BB  DBLIOHTBD,  BNOAOBD  IN  THB 
■BDICAL  PR0FB8SI0N,  AND  ACTUATED  BY  THE  BABE 
PRINCIPLES  OP  PIETY  AND  SENVYOLENCB,  CLOSED  A  LlPE  OP 
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9M  Dbcimbbk,  1794,  Jtn.  63. 

"Mark  the  perfect  man.  and  behold  the  i  prioht: 

FOR  THK  KMO  Or  THAT  MAM  It  PBACB." 

PliALlI  XUIVII. 


JOBN  Wbso    1662^1608. 

Josira  Kbntisb    I6ea— 

Steickland  Gouoh   1698^1708. 

Michael  Pope    1705— 17J8. 

Samuel  Burv....   1718 — 1730. 

John  Diaper   1718 — 1751. 

William  Kicha&ds   ]730~-]7ti8. 

TaoMAS  Wriobt  •   1761*— 1797. 

John  Prior  Estlin^  LUD.   1770—1817. 

John  Rows   1797—1832. 

Laxt  Carpenter,  LL.D   1817. 

KoBKRT  Brook  A^pland,  M.A   1832. 


John  Pkior  Estlin  was  bom  at  Hinckley,  in  Leicester- 
iUre,  April  9tbf  1747.  He  received  Mb  sohool  education 
under  Ae  awpioee  of  bu  maternal  imele,  Uie  Rev.  Joba  Pnor, 
Viear  of  Ashby-de-la-ZcniGhy  and  his  earileat  viewa  in  Kib 
■Mined  to  be  directed  to  tbe  Cbnreb  of  England,  towards  wMeb 
aiid  its  reli^ous  services,  notwitbistaiidLug  llie  wide  difference 
with  regard  lo  doctriiutl  poiutij  in  the  sentiments  he  afterwards 
entertained,  be  alwajrs  felt  a  certain  degree  of  affection.  From 


Digitized  by  Google 


MISTOL. 


■ebool  U  mm,  hamwmr^  m  17M»  mt  bf  Im  Sukar  to  Ifaa 

Aetdemy  at  WaniiigtQii ;  md  come  of  itodin  1m  tlMie 
wfnt  througfa,  detemnned  Iris  cboiee  tomrds  ft  diflcfeiit  pv* 

suasion.  The  Diviiiiij.  iLiiir  u(  this  seminarj  was  then  filled 
bjT  Uie  Kev.  Dr.  Aikiu,  fur  wlicwe  character  ke  felt  the  hiLlu'sc 
mpecty  and  whose  sentiiueuts  in  morals  and  religion  he  tar  the 
moet  pwt  adopted.  Having  finiabei  hb  acadamigil  eomv  ^ 
«»■  mvUed  by  the  ooogregadan  of  Lenrin'a  Mead,  aa  mllaifa 
to  Mr.  Wright.  With  (hia  aocietjr,  a  iiiiaMKN%  respectable, 
and  affectionate  one,  he  contmaed  till  those  who  had  tet  as 
children  under  bis  early  ministrv,  had  themselvee  become  heads 
ctf  families ;  and  he  often  spoke  with  much  feeling  of  the  name* 
rons  friends  he  had  followed  to  the  grave,  alwajs  adding  with 
eoeigjy  that  be  ahonld  ever  bl€as  God  for  tha  ciicinnatanftaj 
that  he  had  not  knotm  aa  inatan<y  of  a  paraoa  who  ngnbzljr 
attended  the  worship  of  God  in  that  |dace,  who  had  not  hope 
ill  Ills  death,  nud  of  whom  ht  Lud  uot  the  bri^htost  hopes, 
lu  his  funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of  hiB  co-pastor,  iii  1797, 
be  aajs,  "  Two  hundred  times  have  I  been  called  to  the  die- 
charge  of  a  simiJar  meiaaichol/  dnt/."  Soon  after  eettUag  at 
BrtBtblf  Or.  Estlin  opened  a  aofaool,  which  became  a  very 
flourishing  one;  many  of  hie  papib  did  credit  to  themselTeB  and 
to  their  tutor,  by  the  proficiency  in  classical  learning  which  they 
afterwards  exhibited  in  the  Uiiiver>^iti»^,  or  other  stiitionsin  life. 
He  treated  his  pupils  with  great  liberality ;  and  tlieir  sense  of 
the  happy  boms  they  bad  spent  under  his  tuition  was  expreased 
by  an  annual  meeting  held  on  hie  birth-day,  at  which  he  waa 
always  a  delighted  and  delighting  guest  At  one  of  these  meet- 
ings they  presented  him  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws, 
which  they  bad  procured  for  him,  \\  ithout  his  kuowledge,  from 
the  University  of  Glasgow.  It  wiu,  usaal  with  Dr.  Estlin,  on 
these  occasions,  to  address  his  former  pupils  in  a  short  speech ; 
mi  that  which  lie  delivered  on  hia  last  birth^j,  when  lie 
completed  his  seventieth  year,  was  peculiarly  impressiTe.  His 
school  and  congregation  did  not,  however,  so  engage  his  activ» 
inind  as  to  prevent  his  giving  to  the  world  several  pnhlicatiqna 
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nUkn  to  liMMe  topioa  of  nligioft  and  wonh  wUck  w«b  <]» 
liTWirile  MljMts  of  bit  mvesdgation.    They  testify  that  he 

approred  himself  tlie  watchful  defender  of  the  tniths  lie  pro- 
i^sed  to  teach,  and  that  the  powers  of  his  mind  were  engaged 
wilkmamdtyKod  femmr  in  tha  datiea  of  hia  proftewon.  Hia 
ilyie  WM  «ligaaty  dear  aad  floiripg  fator  tamad  to  pattoa 
tiuBi  to  dry  argirmmitatian ;  hb  deUrar/m  Uie  pulpit  anfanalady 
flflliiDB,  and  affectUNMite.  Ha  was  fond  of  |voachiug,  and  never 
spared  himself  when  any  occasion  called  him  forth. 

Dr.  Estliu  8  reiigioutt  opiuious  were  what  are  called  UfUtarian, 
thoa^  with  hia  nsoal  candour,  he  thought  it  wrong  to  restrict 
liat  lerm  todiose  wk>liold  the  aimple  hmnaiiitj  of  Chriai.  Ua 
alwaya  invited  dieooarfoiiy  and  thoogh  in  the  oonfideace  of  a  lan* 
goine  diaporfHon,  (peAtepB  the  beet  ^Bspoirition  for  happiness,) 
he  made  no  doubt  of  the  prevalence  of  the  opmioiis  he  held, 
and  ikai  in  a  very  short  time,  over  the  whole  Christian  world,  he 
ahraya  diewed  the  utmost  candour  to  thoee  of  a  different  per- 
aaaeion;  tiie  forvour  of  hia  religioiie  Miaga  never  led  him  to 
bigotry,  nor  bia  liberality  10  eoeplieianL  He  approved  of  forma 
of  prayer,  and  pubUsbed  in  1814  a  volume  of  fluch  forms,  great 
part  of  which  is  taken  from  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England.  He  also  embraced  with  great  ardour  the  doctrine  of 
Universal  Reetitutiou ;  led  to  it  aa  well  by  the  benevolent  tenden- 
eiee  of  bia  own  mind^aa  by  the  earnest  and  reiterated  argomentB 
of  a  dear  and  beloved  friend. 

lie  leading  ebaraeteristieB  of  Dr.  fistlin  were  an  amiable 
frankness  and  simplicity,  with  a  kind  and  sociable  dispoeition, 
which  made  him,  even  when  years  pressed  npon  him,  always 
acceptable  in  the  society  of  the  young  and  active.  He  never 
vefaaed  hia  purse  to  any  claim  of  diatreaa  or  naefol  project  to 
wUdt  enbaeriptiona  were  eolicited ;  and  the  money  he  draa  die- 
buraed  amounted  to  no  inconaKderable  portion  of  bia  inooma. 
In  the  domestic  circle,  his  kindness,  his  candour,  liia  hospi- 
tality, Ms  cheorful  piety,  the  writer  of  this  nuinnjir  Inis  often 
experienced.  Though  fond  his  children,  he  was  not  apt  to 
indulge  tbat  anxiety  whioh  saddens  the  domestic  drele^  and 
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perbapB  often  M^ts  iti  o«m  pqipoiee ;  he '  lived  to  te*  hk 
fkmily  grown  vpv  and  some  of  ^mbi  setfled  In  TCspoetaUe  |in>- 

fessioDS.  For  some  years  past  Dr.  Estlin  luu]  experienced  a 
decay  of  siglit,  and  he  had  ulten  said  that  alter  threescore  and 
ten  a  preacher  ought  to  be  emeritut*  Hp  therefore  resigned  hia 
ritnation  a*  liowin'a  Mead,  and  preaehed  ida  teweU  aermon, 
June  1817.  The  eongragalion  ehewed  thor  regard  for  luaa 
m  Tarioaa  ways,  partienlirly  by  presenting  him  with  «  handadme 
anm  of  money  upon  his  n^tiring  from  the  ministry.  Being  ihna 
exonerated  from  ail  profe«sioiiHl  duty,  having  also  given  up  his 
aehool,  he  went  for  the  summer  to  Sootbemdowu,  in  Glamor- 
gaaahife^  a  retlied  plaee  by  the  aea-aid^  where  he  had  uaiiaUjr 
ipent  hta  vacationa»  and  when  he  had  amnaed  hmiaelf  hf 
bdlding  n  oottage.  Hia  health  aeemed  to  be  deolining,  yet 
there  appeared  uotliing  immediatel)-  alsirniing.  On  Sunday,  the 
10th  of  August,  he  performed  the  morning  and  afternoon  ser- 
vices ro  bis  family  and  a  fewneighboun  assembled  in  his  houae: 
the  anb)ect  of  hia  aemon  wna  the  reanrreotion.  Retiring  aoon 
after  into  hia  chaaibery  he  w»a  aetied  with  a  aodden  effiuion  of 
blood  from  his  Inngs ;  the  aieetionate  partner  of  hia  Ufo  can  to 
him  :  he  grew  faint,  leaned  his  head  upon  her  bosom,  and  with- 
out a  High  expired.  His  remains  were  conveyed  to  Briatol,  and 
interred  in  the  burying  -  ground  belonging  to  Lewiu's  Mead 
Chapel.  The/  were  followed  to  the  grave  hj  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenfy  gentlemen  on  foot,  and  many  oarriagea. 
Tfaehnrial  service  was  peifonned  by  Dr.  OafpenAer,  and  on  the 
next  Sunday  a  consolatory  sermon  was  preached  by  his  old 
friend  Mr,  Manuiug,  of  Exeter.  Tlio  chapel  was  hung  widi 
black,  and  the  whole  congregation  put  on  mooming.  Dr.  Kstlin 
waa  twice  married,  and  left  six  children. 

The  above  aketeh  ia  ehieftj  in  the  worda  of  a  memoir  in  the 
Ifonthlj  Repoailory,*  with  the  initiab  of  Mrs.  BMrbanld.  Ath 
other  memoir,  containing  a  few  more  particularB,  apparently 
from  the  same  elegant  pen,  is  prefixed  to  Dr.  Estlin's  Leotnree 

•  Vfli.  ni.  p.  573. 
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mi  Moral  Pidosopli/.    In  Mnet  mmy  b*  oeen  »  liil  of  Dr. 

Estiiu's  worVs,  twvlTe  in  ntmber,  in  def(^»oe  of  liis  sound  and 
nttiooai  views  of  Morals  iiud  riiieology. 

Mr.  J<nm  Row*  was  dcaeoniod  fnm  anoMtort  in  good 
woridly  condilion)  and  oal^intody  tlmMngli  aovenl  fmoratknu^ 

as  firm  aad  zealous  Noncoiiformis^ts.  Ho  was  the  sixth  cMld  of 
VVilUam  Rowe,  Esq.,  of  Speucecomb,  near  Creditou,  and  wa« 
bom  cn  the  17th  of  April,  1764.  Htf  ffither  and  mother  were 
both  I>iMentm  of  the  finglirii  FfBBhytermn  denominatkiii ;  die 
tbrmer  he  kwt  at  an  oariy  period  of  his  lilb,  hot  fhle  nuelortiiDe 
was  alle^ted  hy  Uie  alfeetioiiato  oaire  of  Ida  amiable  and  jndi* 
cious  mother.  It  is  no  small  prtx)f  of  the  wLgdom  of  his  parents 
that,  perceiving  in  him  an  iocliuation  for  the  Chri&tian  miniistrj, 
thej  placed  him  early  in  the  claaeioal  adKK)!  of  the  iUv.  Joeeph 
Anetland.  Here  ho  remdood  kmger  thaa  tiie  aaoal  period, 
prafiting  ¥j  the  iutniolions  of  hie  bigUj  reapeefed  pveceptor. 

On  lea;vii]g  edioal,  he  enteiod  the  Aeedenif  at  Hoxtom, 
(hi  the  dissolntiou  of  that  institution,  Mr.  Rowc  and  other.M  of 
the  atudenU  entered  themselves  of  the  new  Uiaseuting  College 
which  was  fnially  established  at  Uackne/.  But  though  the 
ttaiae  of  Mr.  Rovre  tada  liret  in  the  Matrienlatioii  BooIl  of  the 
OoQege,  where  he  ia  aeeonied  aa  havitig  entered,  September, 
1786;  and  left,  Jane,  1787,  he  nevcrTeaided  irithin  ita  walla. 
The  students,  during  this  session,  boarded  themseWes  in  or  near 
I^oudou,  and  attended  the  lectnrcs  of  the  professors  in  Dr. 
Williams's  Library,  the  use  of  which  was  Ubcrally  granted  by 
liio  Tmatees  for  this  inject,  as  it  haa  bean  Ibr  variova  otfaor 
pBfpoaea  involving  the  gooeral  intaieata  of  ftoMaat  DiO' 
aenteta.  In  thia  yaar  Mr.  Rowe  officiated  oceaaionally  ibr  Dr. 
Kippis,  and  at  the  afternoon  service  of  the  Gravel- Pit  Meeting, 
Hacknej.  On  the  completion  of  his  educatiuu  lie  uccepted  a 
cordial  and  unanimous  invitation  to  become  one  of  the  ministm 
of  the  congregation  assembling  in  High  Street,  Shrewabmrj. 
On  the  death  of  Mr.  Fownes,  who  had  offioiated  theee  fitrt/o 
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wamtotpi.  til  i  T     v^ifn.  1  nai  it  wmtmmj  to 

r^i'.-'ir*  itsiHaCiiiiei*  zl  :     tTj?*.  Tit?  eto^T'effWfkiii  applied 

Wb  ix.  k  '7vm,  aad  ^  reecir.Tirfii>r>ftf>  :c  d>ric  >ir  Artiiiir  Aikin, 

S  r  twc  ran.   Mr.  Aftsu  then  quitted 


a^d  mnr  uktiividu&k  of 
TMB  of  iheaMa^ 
lonfdi  hiBiy 

fibml  scppofttr  of  #«•  IWi wtii  r  pnnciples ;  m 

w>  tiiaitingiiisbed  »  nkember,  be  looked  tip  to  us  h  tnend 
sad  mMmri  and  wfe-n  th^  stniabie  flMmckoagc-d  their  rcsi* 
ij  jvn  aftor  Mr.  iUm'o  iiiiol  lo  finrtol,  tfae^ 
to  list  citj»  MBd J  te  die  MiK  of  lot 
l—lwil  jMtWMftfon;  oad  om  yntlf— ,  Ur.  Serw 
Jomt,  accompoiiied  him  to  the  ^uue  |^*ce  mjuI  uved  iu  house 
•ome  ^eaifs. 

In  the  jre«r  iT^>  he  Biamed  hb  coaiai,  Maiy,  MBter  of 
Bidbord  U^l  OarlDe^  fi«|^  of  Bnim^  Uomm,  Derm.  TUo 
coaneiioQ  wm  tiie  ioiiice  of  mdagaeA  boppifM  to  bodi 
partki,  Severml  children  tnene  born  to  them  at  Skrofrabnr^,  of 
whom  two  died  in  their  infancj. 

Notwithjifandiug  the  nmfnlne^^  and  <-omfi>rt  of  ihi:^  situation, 
he  found  great  inconvenience  iu  his  diatance  from  his  relatives ; 
and  lor  thia  «s  well  as  other  raMOoa,  ho  aeeoptod  an  hmtatmi 
lobaoDMOiieoftheiinBistmofLeinti'sBlead.  Themodoof 
this  appcniiliiiaii  was  agreeable  to  his  beat  fec^ga.  He  noar 
eoterad  into  a  wider  ^here  of  labonr,  more  adequate  to  his 
talents  an<l  zeal.  His  pulpit-services  were  bighlj  estimated  bjr 
hiti  new  flock.  HeinfT  free  from  other  eugagemeuts,  he  de- 
voted hiutaelf  with  great  asaidiiitjr  to  his  pastoiai  doties.  He 
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was  ool  obIj  tlra  siimtiul  omvoer  of  Ms  flock,  hot  also  in  many 

ua.-^es  their  temjx)ral  adviser,  for  wUicU  office  he  was  well  i^uali- 
fietl  by  liis  wLSilom  aiitl  di-i  it  tion.  Hn  was  ii  lil)erHl  uiul  active 
supporter  of  the  charities  of  Briiitul,  iu  the  luanagement  of  some 
of  wtuch,  espeeialiy  of  the  laSmary,  he  took  a  promment  sad 
vwj  vmSaL  put  By  educadofL  and  principlo  a  fiiend  to  eivil 
and  religMniB  libnrtf  ,  he  stood  ibrwaid  on  many  oooasions  to 
Bphold  what  he  regarded  as  the  righteous  cause.  He  gave  all 
the  assd-taiice  in  his  power  to  waecei^ve  liberal  caiulidalcB  for 
the  repn^eutatioii  ul  the  city  in  the  House  of  Coumious;  and 
ihoogh  naturally  repugnant  to  tomultuooa  assombUes,  he  pre* 
asBled  hiflMslf  nndar  a  ssnse  of  dnty  at  the  ««No  Popery" 
neetiiig  in  1819^  and  delivered  a  manly,  argumentative  speech 
against  the  pfevailing  bigotry  and  dehisiOB.  TUs  speech, 
tbouirh  unavailing  for  the  iai>iiicut,  had  no  doubt  some  influence 
in  briugiug  over  his  feUow-cidzeus  to  more  Chriatiau  pnnciples 
and  more  generons  feelingB.  * 

Mr.  Rowe's  style  of  preaolung  was  plain  and  pntetfcal;  hie 
enpninaition  distinct  and  emphatie ;  his  manner  serioos,  earnest, 
and  impresrive.  He  considered  it  to  he  the  peculiar  advantage 
of  EHssentiug  ministers  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  take  occasion 
of  passing  events  in  their  prayeiis  as  well  ms  sermoaSy  in  order 
to  fix  attention  upon  the  ways  of  IHvine  Providence;  and  he 
frequently  made  a  judickms  and  pious  nee  of  afflictive  and  other 
events  within  the  drele  of  the  congregation. 

From  his  yooth  he  was  a  decided  Umtacian.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  mcnib(;rs  of  the  Western  Uuitariun  Society,  and  con- 
tinued his  biiiipurt  of  this  iustitntion,  according  to  its  original 
baai%  aa  long  as  he  lived.  His  religious  opinions  were  not  in 
other  xeqiects  peculiar,  unless  we  may  add  that  he  espoused  the 
middle  seheme  on  the  snljeot  of  future  punishment^  namely,  that 
the  finatty  impenitent  will  he  in  the  end  destroyed.  For  this 
doctrine,  especially  as  distinguished  from  that  of  the  final  resti* 
tution  of  the  wicked,  which  was  received  by  the  greater  part  of 

*  See  this  excellent  speech  m  Men.  Repos.,  0. 8.,  ToA.  ▼iiL  p.  137. 
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bis  eonteaipofafy  UnHwriui  bretlirt%al  one  period  of  hk  Ufo  be 
iDftniftstod  •  degree  of  ml  wlueh  sone  of  Mt  finends  judged  to 

be  dLsproportiouaU  tu  it^^  real  importance. 

It  wa»  tho  will  of  Hcaveu  that  Mr.  Uuwe  shuiild  be  tried  hy 
raeoeaidve  beav/  afflictions.  In  1823  be  iojit  a  brother,  Mr. 
Imrenoe  Rowe^  of  Brendafd,  for  whom  he  had  «  § treng  afieo- 
tioii.  He  snstaitied  a  more  bitter  trial  In  1B25  bj  the  decease 
of  hie  beloved  wile,  wboee  chaneter  endeared  her  to  all  wha 
knew  her,  aud  particularly  to  those  that  were  coimected  with  her 
b)'  dorue?^tic  ties.*  His  sjonuvvs  were  soon  after  renewed  and 
aggravated  by  the  uutimely  decease  of  his  ouly  son,  who  dkd 
iu  Mexico,  whither  be  had  g«me  to  fill  aa  office  in  a  auniDg 
company.  F^tfental  grief  expreaaed  and  relieved  itnlf  after  • 
time  by  a  tribute  to  bia  memory,  wbieb  is  one  of  the  most 
touching  effusions  a  father's  bcart  ever  poured  forth  in  honour 
of  a  son's  virtues,  t  Aiitither  melancholy  event  severely  tried 
Mr.  Howe's  parental  feeling.n.  This  was  the  death  of  his  eldest 
daughter,  the  wile  of  Benjamin  H.  Bright,  Esq.  Her  connsttion 
iu  so  dose  a  relationship  with  tbis  highly  respeetsd  fionflj  bad 
been  a  soofce  of  mnefa  satisfiwtion  sad  joy  to  him,  and  its  ^Ksso* 
Intion  by  her  untimely  decease  drew  a  ciuud  over  aoine  of  his 
brightest  prospects. 

It  was  now  paiufuUy  evident  to  those  about  him,  that  his 
sfttrits  were  drooping  and  his  genenl  health  deeimlng.  He 
manifested  several  paralytio  symptoms^  aod»  in  the  monlb  of 
January,  1881,  experienced  a  decided  seisare.  Tbis  did  not,, 
happily,  affect  his  mind,  though  it  impairrd  liis  bodily  strength, 
Hiid  in  (his  weakened  stat^  he  suffered  much  from  the  cold  of 
the  following  winter.  It  was  recommended  to  him  by  his  me- 
dical friends  to  try  the  effect  of  a  wanner  climate;  and  in  the 
snmmer  of  1882  he  sent  in  bis  resignalion  to  the  society  at 
Lewin's  Mead.   He  thim  teiminated  a  connezum  of  thirty-fimr 

*  See  Two  Sennons  presdud  «t  Lewin's  Mead,  Oct.  16,  lSS5s  the  Bksl 
ooGtsioofid  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Rows.  By  the  B[ev.  Robert  Asphnd. 
t  See  Mon.  Repos.,  N.     Vd.  ii.  p.  5(»7. 
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yetn*  eontiiniaiioey  whieh  had  been  upon  Hhn  wbole  »  bftppy 

one,  and  which  his  people  look  back  upon  with  gratitude  to  his 
memory  for  liis  \ngilant  and  fiiiUifal  atteutiuu  to  their  t»pintual 
and  eternal  iuterests. 

He  then  prooeeded  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  relations,  Professor 
•id  Mn.  GnttukdU,  wX  Sieonay  in  Ilml/.  Hia  dm^jklbw,  the 
only  somvor  of  eight  oluldreiif  of  whom  five  died  in  theur 
infioicy^  accompeiiied  Mm  on  this,  bis  last  jonmej.  This  lady 
thus  eoncludes  an  iiitcrestiug  account  of  her  father's  illuesa 
during  his  visitii  at  liume,  Xaplet»,  and  the  Baths  of  Lucca: 

Alter  we  arrived  at  the  Baths,  my  father's  extreme  weakness 
deprived  him  of  all  hope  of  resinning  his  jonmej ;  bnt  the  rest- 
loBsnoflB  wlueb  bad  attended  die  earlier  stagea  of  bis  disease  had 
snbeided;  he  was  pleased  wiA  our  bouse  and  the  sitnation; 
though  generally  unable  io  go  fHrtlu  r,  he  sum i  times  sat  for  an 
hoar  or  two  in  the  garden.  He  was,  too,  moat  gratefully  at- 
tached to  oar  Mends,  and  I  am  sure  they  ^^-ill  always  reflect  with 
pleaenre  on  the  oomibrt  thejr  afforded  him  in  his  latter  days. 
We  reached  Sienna  on  the  19tb  of  Maj,  and.  on  the  2nd  of 
July,  at  eleven  at  night,  be  died.  He  bad  been  confined  to  bis 
bed  two  days.  He  wus  sensible  till  within  a  few  hours  of  Lis 
death,  and  had  lor  some  days  been  aware  thai  liia  end  was 
fiist  approaching.  He  was  perfectly  resigned  and  composiudf  and 
often  spoke  of  Ida  absent  friends^  and  mentioned  little  remem- 
brancee  wbieb  be  wished  me  to  give  tbem.  He  bad  no  firesh 
amznre,  nor  any  particniar  disease  that  wonid  have  proved  iktal^ 
but  sKjnied  to  sink  from  exhaustion,  and  at  length  fell  asle^. 
He  warn  buried  in  the  Protestant  ground  at  Leghorn."* 

•  Chri«tian  Reformer,  N.  &»  ^oL  L  p.  266. 
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*'T8B  dty  of  Bath  bas  lon^  been  famous  Ibr  Uie  adfantagea  confer' 
red  npon  it  by  natum.  Of  late  yean,  art  has  mcreased  its  celebri^, 
hf  Mtog  to  its  eleganee;  so  that»  were  we  to  name  this  place  as  one 
of  the  moat  beantiAd  and  extraoidhiary  cities  of  modem  Europe,  vrt 
shonld  no^  perhaps*  be  taxed  with  perverse  partiality,  or  be  guilty  of 
injufidoos  eooomiiim.  Its  ntuatkm  and  appearance  are  at  once  sin- 
gnlar  and  elefant  Placed  originally  in  the  bottom  of  a  vale  fbnned 
by  swelling  hUls  which  rise  in  all  directions  around  it,  the  uld  city  did 
not  for  centuries  extend  its  bounds  beyond  those  which  were  first 
marked  out  for  it  by  the  IlouiuiiSi.  But  the  salut.iry  ctTects  pruUuced 
by  its  waters  having:  awakened  a  ver\'  general  atti  iitum  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  tlu-  rrsort  of  rmnpany  to  the  citv  he- 
eame  m  fnreat  as  to  inductv  s(huc  ontcq)ri>iii(:  spirits  to  specula tc  in 
building.  Success  crowned  tlie  attempt,  and  gave  rise  to  other  trials 
equally  fortunate,  wliicli  were  repeated  and  continued  till  about  the 
year  1790,  when  the  paralysing  effects  of  war  checked  them  alto- 
getiwri  so  that,  from  a  small  to%vn,  the  diameter  of  which  did  not 
modi  exceed  three  Imndred  yards»  Bath  rt^pidly  swelled  to  a  large 
city,  stretching  in  different  directions  upwards  of  one  mile  and  a  half. 
Of  the  many  streets  thus  added  to  old  Bath»  some  dimb  the  south* 
eattem  side  of  Lansdowi^  and  others  spread  themsehes  to  tbt  north- 
east* along  the  flat  TaUey  tlirongh  which  the  rirer  Avon  pursues  its 
winding  conne.  Abeantilidlimestone^lotmd  bthe  unmediatene^b. 
bowhood  in  ineihanslible  qaantities»  fbmished  materials  to  the  bnOd- 
ersp  who  Jndicionsly  anHled  diemselves  of  it^  ui  coostmcting  squares 
and  crescents,  parades  and  stoeet^  derigned  and  disposed  for  the  most 
part  with  dassical  taste  and  elegance.*'— WAniisn. 

Fspulationm  1811;-^,40B;  m  1821.-46,700;  in  1831,-50,802. 
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Many  ministers  were  ejected  from  Bafli  and  the 

neighbouring  villages  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity. 
Twenty-six  years,  however,  elapsed  before  the  cii^ 
cumstances  in  whiefa  the  Dissentefs  of  diis  city  were 
placed  allowed  of  their  having  a  place  of  public 
worship  and  a  permanent  ministiy. 

Among  the  ejected  ministers  who  lived  here  after 
l(>(i2,  were  Mr.  Long,  of  Bath;  Mr.  Green,  his 
assistant;  Mr.  Baker,  of  Bath,  afterwards  Master  of 
I  he  Grammar  School ;  Mr.  Bodin,  of  Wotton-under- 
Uilge;  Mr.  Philips,  of  Sherborne;  Mr.  Afflatl^  of 
Chitton ;  and  Mr.  Crees,  of  Combhay.  We  do  not 
loai'U  thiit  either  of  these  filled  the  office  of  Pastor 
of  a  Dissenting  congregation,  though  it  is  probable 
that  mo8t  of  them  contributed  by  private  preaching 
and  conversation  to  excite  and  keep  alive  a  deep 
latarast  in  religion,  and  a  high  estimation  of  the 
rights  of  conscience. 

The  first  settled  minister  was  Mr.  Christopher 
Taylor,  who  was  appointed  to  the  office  about  the 

•  TJiln  Rtrcet  iloi  ivcd  itb  luiiiif  from  AWeniiHii  Tryiiic,  who  lived  in  U 
fimiiy         Ago,  luiU  to  w  kuiii  pai  t  of  it  btilongcU.   It  was  origiiially  adicd 


Digitized  by  Google 


BATH. 


139 


year  1688.    It  has  been  tsaid  tliat>  at  this  time,  the 

congregation  met  in  a  shear-shop^  Bath  being  then 
a  clothing  town.  In  1692,  they  removed  to  a 
meeting-house  which  they  had  built  in  a  place  then 
called  Froj]^  Lane,  now  New  Bond  Street.  About 
this  time  Dr.  Coleman  became  their  minister^  pro- 
bably as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Taylor;  and  under  Ihe 
care  of  these  gentlemen  the  congregation  increased. 
The  earUest  register  of  baptisms  is  by  Dr.  Bennet 
Stevenson^  who  was  minister  from  1719  to  1756, 
and  baptised  343  children,  whoae  parents  were 
ehiefly  farmers,  tradesmen,  and  labourers.  Many 
of  these  persons  lived  at  the  villages  of  Bath-ford, 
Bath-irick,  Batb-easton,  Bradford,  English-coombe, 
Greenway,  Marshtield,  Mountain-coombe,  Oddown, 
Southstoke,  Twerton,  and  Weston.  The  ministry 
of  Dr.  Stevenson  was  also  attended  by  several  per- 
sons of  rank  and  property,  particularly  by  Lady 
licvett^  the  widow  of  Sir  Richard  Levett,  Alderman 
of  London,  and  who  bequeathed*  books  to  the 
value  of  £30,  lor  the  use  of  the  minister  of  the 
eengregation  and  his  successors.  The  Trustees 
have  been  accustomed,  in  complianee  vrith  a  clause 
in  the  will>  to  pay  the  amount  in  money  to  each 
minister  on  his  election,  and  to  receive  it  again  on 
his  resignation  or  death.  One  of  the  executors  was 
Mr.  Uowse,  whose  son  and  grandson  have  succes- 

•  The  will  !s  dated  Oct.  7,  1722,  and  provides  particularly  against  any 
claim  being  >ct  xi\t  by  the  Eatablishe*!  Church.  Lady  Levctt'j*  high  repu- 
tation m  till  enemy  tu  ccclui»ia»tical  usurpation  is  acknowledged  in  Dr. 
Caluiy't  dedication  to  her  of  one  ef  Ida  fermont. 
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fiiveij  inherited  thi^  &impie  trust.    Ihere  is  no 

Of  the  life  and  ministn-  of  D:.  Stevenson  1  have 
been  aUe  to  obtain  onl>  a  few  particulars.  He  was 
settled  at  Sidmoutii  before  he  became  the  minister 
of  this  congregation.  Some  of  the  pres>eiit  members 
hare  heard  him  represe&ted  as  a  flnent  and  veiy 
animated  preaeher.  Hie  large  die  of  the  eoogre* 
gation  in  his  time,  and  the  circmubtance  that  many 
of  the  poorer  classes  were  hishearen^maybe  partly 
attributed  to  his  preaching  extempore.  Tradition 
also  speaks  of  the  good  Doctor  as  a  vehement 
cushioii-lhiimper.  He  had  a  kurge  fiunily;  several 
of  his  grandchikiicii  are  still  living,  aiul  are  useful 
members  of  various  Unitarian  congregations.  Dr. 
Stevenson  died  in  Bath  universally  lamented,  March 
23,  17oG,  and  was  succevded  in  the  pastoral  ofiice 
by  Mr.  John  Frank.*  Mr.  Frank  is  said  to  have 
been  educated  either  at  the  Taunton  or  Bridgwater 
Academy .j"  He  was  chosen  assistant  to  Dr.  Ste- 
venson in  1753,  succeeded  him  on  his  death,  and 
remained  at  Bath  till  his  own  death  in  1780.  The 
omgr^^tion  continued  to  prosper  under  his  care, 
and  he  was  greatly  respected  by  Christians  of  all 

•  This  geDtlenwa  bad  been  Dr.  StemMo's  Mwlaiit^  and  preadied  hit 
foMnltaiium.  ''Vorafewycan,**  lie«ay%  *'a»aaoaiviiiitheliiaer  t 
haw  Mmd  with  liniiA  the  OotpeL  AsdafirilMrheifvliiieeimtfir 

ci  being  honoured  as  tlie  guide  of  my  youth,  whose  counMb  were  dictated 
equally  by  wisdom  and  affection."  This  interesting  sermon  is  entitled^ 
"The  rharnctt  r  and  blessedness  of  those  who  die  in  the  Lord."  Nothing 
ran  l»c  luuie  pleasing  than  the  allusions  to  tho  bannony  and  love  which 
»tibatiilod  among  the  author,  the  deceased,  and  i!k  congregation." 
i  Trivatc  iuforroation  by  a  nephew  ol  Mr.  Frank. 
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denominations  for  his  talents,  liis  gentlomanly 
maimers^  and  his  benevolent  spirit.  Mr.  Frank 
WB8  followed  by  Mr.  Edward  Armstrcmg*  of  whose 
death  there  is  a  short  notice  in  the  Protestant  Dis- 
flenlers'  Magarine.*  He  was  minister  of  the  con* 
gregation  from  1780  to  1789;  he  was  then  obliged 
to  resign  the  charge  on  account  of  infirmities ;  but 
he  appears  to  have  surmed  seven  or  eight  years* 
He  was  much  esteemed,  not  only  by  his  own  people, 
but  by  many  other  inhabitants  ol  the  city.  By  his 
aid  several  excellent  charitable  institutions  obtained 
large  j)ccuniary  support  and  were  placed  on  a  liberal 
and  permanent  basis.  Be£ore  he  commenced  his 
ministry  in  Bath,  a  gradual  change  had  been 
wrought  in  the  character  of  the  congregation,  so 
that  the  majority  became  composed  of  the  rich 
ladier  than  the  poor.  This  circumstance  is  to  be 
regretted  whenever  or  wherever  it  occurs ;  it  gene- 
rally indicates*  if  not  the  preaching  of  **  some  other 
gospel**  than  that  which  was  preached  by  the 
Saviour  of  mankind,  yet  an  inattention  to  the  deep- 
est wants  of  human  nature,  and  to  that  beautiful 
chaiacturistic  of  Christianity— its  adaptation  to  men 
of  all  classes  and  capacities.  With  reference,  how- 
ever, to  ttie  Bath  congregation,  great  allowances 
were  to  be  made:  about  the  middle  and  at  the  close 
of  the  last  century,  large  additions  were  made  every 
year  to  the  educated  and  highly  refined  population 
of  the  city ;  the  increased  attendance  of  such  per- 
sons at  the  Presbyterian  chapel  naturally  encouraged 

•  Vol.  iv.  p.  120. 
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its  ininiBter  to  adopt  a  more  mtdlectual  style  of 

preaching;  such  a  style  might  perhaps  have  been 
skilfully  accommodated  to  the  undeistandiiigs  of 
the  poor>  but  it  was  not ;  and  that  large  and  naeiiil 
class  were  obliged  to  go  ^here  they  could  be  hoth 
interested  and  improved. 

Several  new  religious  societies  were  formed  in 
Bath  in  the  course  of  the  last  (^ntury.  A  Becefision 
ftom  the  Presbyterians  seems  to  have  taken  place 
as  early  as  1726.  In  that  year  Mr.  Heury  Dolling, 
a  Bapdflt,  yet  a  Trustee  of  the  meeting-house*  united 
with  a  few  other  Baptists  and  licensed  his  house 
in  Widcombe  for  public  worship.  But  it  was 
nearly  thirty  years  before  the  new  diurdi  consisted 
of  fifty  members,  and  prior  to  tins  period  a  small 
body  of  Quakers  were  for  a  long  time  the  only  other 
Dissenters  in  Bath.  The  register  of  baptisms,  kept 
by  Mr.  Frank  from  the  death  of  Dr.  Stevenson  in 
1756  till  17B0*  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  con- 
gregation was  nearly  as  large  during  die  greater 
part  of  this  interval  as  it  had  ever  been.  It  was 
about  the  middle  of  the  century  that  those  efiorts 
were  made  which^  if  they  did  not  at  once  dimin* 
ish  the  Presbyterian  interest  so  much  as  might 
be  expected*  tended  in  a  great  degree  to  prevent 
its  subsequent  growth.  Mr.  Wesley  visited  Bath 
in  1738,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  large  con- 
gregation now  assembling  in  the  spacious  cfaapd 
in  New  King  Street.  In  the  year  1752,  Mr.  Cen- 
nick  and  other  ministers  of  the  Bristol  and  Kings^ 
wood  Moravian  society  formed  a  church  of  that 
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denomination  in  this  city.  About  twelve  years 
afterwards  came  Lady  Huntingdon  and  gave  orders 
for  the  erection  of  a  chapd  at  her  own  expense, 
which  was  in  due  time  opened  by  the  Rev.  G. 
Whitfield.  J^'rom  the  large  congregation  meeting 
in  that  place  sprang  another^  whoae  origin  as  well 
as  system  oi  church  government  well  entitle  it  to 
tke  iq>pellation  Independent.  Lady  Huntingdon 
being  offended  by  the  introduction  of  several  lay 
ministers  into  her  pulpits^  gave  notice  that  they 
should  no  longer  officiatCp  and  that  especial  care 
should  be  taken  to  exclude  Bowland  Hill  and 
Tonal  Joss.  In  consequence  of  this  notice^  which 
was  read  by  the  preacher  of  her  chapel  at  the  Vine* 
yards,  in  1779,  sixteen  members  withdrew,  and 
commenced  the  formation  of  the  very  numerous  and 
respectable  society  of  which  Mr.  Jay  is  the  present 
miuister.*  Besideti  the  congregations  already  men- 
tioned, there  are  now  in  the  city  of  Bath  two  of  the 
Bftntist  denomination ;  one  of  the  Methodist,  meet- 
ing  in  a  handsome  chapel,  with  the  simple  and 
acriptmral  inscription,  Deo  Sacrum;  two  of  the 
Roman  Catholic,  exclusive  of  that  connected  with 
the  magnificent  establishment  at  Prior  Park;  and 
eighteen  of  the  ,Chiirch  of  England. 

When  it  is  remembered  that,  in  many  of  the 
churches  and  chapels  occupied  by  these  societies* 
there  have  bem  zealous  and  popular  preachers,  it 
cannot  be  a  source  of  surprise  that  the  Presbyterian 

•  IifeortlieB07.Mr.FB«llr,orBalli,1irttaeR«v.Mr.OMer. 


Digitized  by  Google 


fi 


144  BATH. 

congregation  was  gradually  duninisliecl.    It  sbould 

also  be  reiuembeml  that  its  ministers,  obedient  to 
the  dictates  q£  their  cimscieDces,  introduced  Arian 
and  Unitarian  sentiments,  and  thereby  deterred 
many  Uom  becoming  their  hearers  who  would 
otherwise  hare  dosie  80»  on  the  principles  of  Pro- 
testant Dissent.  This  society,  however,  was  long 
respectable  tor  its  numbers,  and  incliuled  several 
indiTiduals  distinguished  not  only  by  their  opulence 
and  station  lu  society,  but  also  by  professional  skill, 
literaiy  reputation,  and  high  moral  worth.  Among 
those  who  attended  the  chapel  during  the  ministry  of 
Mr.  Broadhurst.  was  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  Bart.^  the 
author  of  seTeral  well-known  works.  For  many 
years  Dr.  Cogan  and  the  Rev.  John  Simpson,  whose 
memories  are  revered  by  all  who  have  studied  their 
writings,  were  constant  and  lealous  worshipers  here. 
Dr.  Parry,  the  father  of  the  celebrated  Arctic  navi- 
gator, and  his  family,  were  connected  with  the  ccm- 
gregation.  So  was  the  late  Sir  Benjamin  Hobhouse, 
whose  name  ollcu  ap^vars  as  the  chairman  of  the 
meetings^  and  the  baptisms  of  whose  children,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  are  recorded  in  the  register. 
Names,  now  fast  becoming  still  more  unknown 
among  Dissenters, — ^witness  Hr.  Twiss,  father  of 

• 

Mr.  Horace  Twiss,  M.  P.,  and  Lord  Carrington,  are 
found  in  the  lists  of  members.  And  not  a  few 
Presbyterian  ministers^,  after  Imishing  thdr  public 
labours  in  other  places,  have  c  >!:ie  hither,  as  did 
their  predecessors  the  ejected  ministers,  some  in 
consequence  of  ill  health,  and  others  to  enjoy  the 
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Boduetjr  and  Bomaj  of  Hub  noble  city.  The  fellow*' 
ing  may  be  mentioned : 

.   The  Rev.  William  Billingsiey,  here  in  1772. 

The  Bev.  Malachi  Blake,  from  1772  to  1780. 

The  Rev.  David  Evans  lived  here,  and  went  to 
and  from  Maxi»hiield>  where  his  congregation  met« 
eTOfy  Sunday. 

The  Rev.  Juhu  Simpson,  from  1791  till  his 
death,  1813. 

The  Bev.  Edmund  Butcher,  from  1821  till  his 
death,  1822. 

The  Bev.  Theophilus  Browne,  from  1823  till 
his  death.  1835. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Watson  came  to  reside  here  in 
1804. 

The  Bev.  Thomas  Broadhurst  has  resided  here 

since  he  resigned  his  office  of  pastor,  in  1809. 

In  the  year  1795,  the  congregation  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  relinquish  their  old  meeting-house  in 
Frc^  Lane  and  erect  the  present  building.  The 
expense  of  thib  undertakiBg.  including  the  purchase 
of  the  ground,  amounted  to  nearly  i,2500.,  and  the 
whole,  with  the  exception  of  about  ^£200..  which 
was  contributed  by  friends  at  a  distance,  was  de- 
frayed by  the  congregation.  The  largest  contributor 
was  H.  E.  Howse.  Esq.,  who  gave  altogether  nearly 
^400.  To  him  the  congregation  are  also  indebted 
for  their  picturesque  burial-ground,  situated  at 
L}  ncomb,  about  a  mile  from  the  city,  and  present^ 
ed  in  the  year  1819.    Here  is  a  small  chapel,  in 
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which  the  ftmefal  senieeB  are  eonductod;  and  here 

rest  the  remains  of  many  excellent  worshipers.  One 
of  the  first  interments  was  that  of  a  very  aged  man, 
with  whose  form  many  are  familiar^  as  the  original 
of  the  po])ular  painting  called  "The  Woodman"; 
he  was  a  long  time  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Howse  as 
a  gardener ;  the  painting  was  executed  by  Mr.  Bar* 
ker,  an  eminent  artist  at  Bath.  But  we  have  wan- 
dered from  the  chapel;  as  many  would  gladly  do 
who  know  the  difference  between  Trim  Street  and 
Lyncomb.  Yet  the  situation  is  central;  on  one 
side  and  within  a  short  distance  are  Queen  Square 
and  several  handsome  streets;  but  the  nearest 
Rtreets  arc  very  uninviting.  The  building  is  oblong ; 
it  is  too  lofty,  there  being  only  one  gallery.  In  this 
gallery  there  is  an  organ ;  and  imder  it,  near  one  of 
the  entrances,  a  book-case  with  the  Chapel  Library. 
At  the  entrance  from  Trim  Street  is  a  vestry. 
The  interior  of  the  chapel  has  lately  assumed  an 
air  of  great  comfort  and  neatness.  The  pews  and 
gallery  have  been  painted  in  imitation  of  oak,  and 
the  light  through  the  windows  over  the  pulpit  has 
been  softened  by  the  introduction  of  ground  and 
coloured  glass.  Two  handsome  marble  tablets  have 
also  been  erected  with  the  following  mbcriptioiii^ : 

In  memory  op 

HeNEY  EbWAM  HoWSBy  £84*9 
NiNB  YBAB8  ChAMBBRLAIN  OP  THIS  CITT. 

Hb  was 

a  kind  fribnd  to  thb  poor,  thb  loxorant,  axd  tbb  afflictbd; 

•  A  OBMBBOOS  COVmtBVTOB  TO  THB  BBBCTtON  OP  THIS  GHAPBLI 
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4  tiAftomi  fBiaiio  TO  TBS  DiFnrmN. 

AKD 

A  PARHrUL  WITIina  to  THB  BVnCACT, 
OV  ONCOBmumD  CtnittTlAllITT. 

Hi       Dao.  6^  1834,  aobp  82i  avb  hib  bbmaim 

WSXS  UlTSmBBD  AT  LtNOOJIB»  IN  A  CBNBTBBT  PBB9BMTBD 
BT  BtM  TO  TB»  CoBOBB«ATION« 

^iBilMPUClTTAMP  OODIiT  MMCBUTT*  NOT  WITH  riiBaHI*T  WlBDOM, 

BVT  BT  THB  ORACB  OW  OoO, 
I  BATB  HAD  MT  CONTBB8AT10N  IN  THB  WOBttO.** 

In  THB  OBMBTBBT 
BBLONOINO  TO  THM  CONOBSOAHON 
ABB  INTBBBBD  THB  BBHA1N8  OT 

Thb  Rbt.  TBBOPBiiiira  Bbownh»  h.  a., 

VOBMBBLT  FbLLOW  OF  St.  PbTBB'^  CoLLBOB,  CaMBRIDOB, 

AND  AFTERWARDS  RbCTOR  OF  HiNTON,  IN  THB  BAMB  COUNTT. 

An  earnest  study  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  led  him 

TO  LEAVE  THE  ChURCH  OP  EnOLAND, 
AND  BECOME  A  MINISTER  AMONG  UniTAHIAN  CHRISTIANS, 
WHICH  OFFICE  HE  FILLED  IN  VARIOUS  I'AUTb  OF  THE  KINGDOM. 

Hb  disd  iMAY  20, 1835,  agbd  72. 

In  THB  SAlfB  TOMB  ABB  INTBBBBll  THB  BBMAINB  OB 

Ann,  wtvB  of  thb  abovb, 
WHO  otBB  Dbcshbbb  S5,  1834,  aobd  76* 

**  WhOWBTBE  BtUMs  eONPKSS  MB  BBFOBB  MBN,  HIM  WlIiL  I  ALSO 
CONFBSS  BBFOBB  MT  FaTHBB  WHICH  18  IN  HBATBN." 

A  few  years  before  the  meetinghouse  in  Frog 

Lane  was  taken  down,  an  interesting  service  was 
conducted  within  its  wails,  at  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
DaTid  Jardine.  This  gentleman  had  officiated  a 
short  time  at  Warwick,  when  the  congregation 
invited  him  to  succeed  Mr.  Armstrong.  Mr. 

l2 


Digitized  by  Google 


148 


BATH. 


afterwards  Dr.)  Egtlin  delivered  the  sermon^  Mr. 
Wright  the  addreBS  on  the  design  of  ordination, 

and  Mr.  Belsham  the  charge;  the  whole  service, 
including  Mr.  Jardine*8  replies,  was  published. 
This  is  a  valuable  pamphlet;  it  presents  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  tone  of  thinking  and  tlie  plan  of 
teaching  adopted  by  the  ministers  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian congregations  of  that  perio(] ;  the  replies  of  Mr. 
Jardine  are  especially  to  be  admired  for  the  inde- 
pendent yet  truly  Christian  spirit  which  they 
breathe.  The  Trustees  of  the  meeting-house,  or, 
as  it  was  then  called,  in  the  title-page  of  the  ordi- 
nation-service— the  Unitarian  chapel,  testified  their 
sense  of  the  value  of  Mr.  Belsham's  assistance,  by 
presenting  him  with  a  silver  inkstand,  a  mark  of 
respect  with  which  he  was  highly  gratified. 

Three  years  after  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Jardine, 
several  members  of  the  congregation  expressed  a 
wifcih  to  adopt  a  Liturgy.  Their  rniiiister  cordially 
agreeing  with  them,  the  subject  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration at  several  meetings,  and  at  length  a  ma^ 
jority  declared  in  favour  of  the  alteration.  So 
strong,  however,  were  the  objections  of  the  minority, 
and  so  decidedly  were  those  objections  expressed 
after  the  division,  that  the  carrying  the  resolution 
into  efifect  would  have  been  attended  with  many  un- 
pleasant circumstances,  and  the  advocates  of  a 
Liturgy  yielded. 

In  the  year  1797,  Mr.  Jardine  was  suddenly  re- 
moved IVom  his  earthly  scenes  of  useiulness.  The 
congregation  then  invited  Mr.  Thomas  Broadhurst, 
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who  had  been  first  a  pupil  and  afterwards  absistaut 
tutor  at  the  New  College*  Hackney.  Before  he 
accepted  the  invitation  from  Bath,  he  officiated  suc- 
cessively at  Halifax  and  Taunton.  Mr.  Broadhurst 
was  the  minister  of  this  society  about  deren  years* 
during  which  ])eriod  the  number  and  character  of 
its  members  were  i>uch  as  to  command  general  re> 
spect.  They  continued  to  manifest,  on  all  proper 
octa.^ious,  a  lively  interest  not  only  in  the  progress 
of  religious  truth,  but  also  in  the  advanoem^t  of 
objects  for  promoting  the  temporal  weUbre  of  man- 
kiiid.  The  Unitarians  have  been  for  many  years 
the  only  Dissenting  society  in  Bath  who  make  cot 
lections  twice  every  year  for  the  two  Hospitals  in  the 
city.  I  may  here  mention  that  Dr.  Bennet  Steven- 
son took  an  active  part  in  establishing  one  of  these 
excellent  institutions — the  Bath  Hospital — which 
receives  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  patients  who 
require  the  use  of  the  Bath  waters.  His  name  was 
inserted  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  as  one  of  the 
earliest  officers,  and  his  successors  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian congregation  have  regularly  inherited,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  usual  votes  at  the  General  Meetings, 
the  honour  thus  conferred  upon  him. 

When  Mr.  Broadhurst  relinquished  his  office  of 
Pastor,  the  congregation  elected  Mr.  Joseph  Hunter. 
This  gentleman  was  educated  at  the  Manchester 
College,  York;  his  views  of  tlie  most  important 
subjects  of  human  inquiry  are  stated  in  several  dis- 
courses published  during  his  residence  in  Bath. 
Here  he  dibtinguished  himself  by  giving  to  the 
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world  the  fruits  of  his  antiquarian  researches,  and 
by  piomoting  the  establishment  of  the  literary 
Institatioii,  of  which  he  was  a  highly  Taluable 
member.  Mr.  Himter  quitted  Bath  in  June  1833, 
to  enter  upon  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  PuUie 
Records,  to  which  another  has  been  added  in  con- 
nexion with  the  British  Museum. — I  have  now  only 
to  rraark  that  the  congregation  is  gradually  increas- 
ing; iieveral  institutions  have  arisen  which  may  be 
regarded  as  particularly  useful  in  giving  a  right 
diiection  to  the  sympathies  and  energies  of  die 
younger  members;  and  hopes  are  entertained  that, 
under  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  the  society 
will  continue  to  improve  in  numbers^  in  piety,  in 
active  usefulness,  in  ail  goodness. 


Ch&istophek  Taylor  ... 
Benjamin  Colkman,  O.D. 
Hbnry  Chandler  

BBNNBT  8TBVBN80N,  D.D. 

John  I-rank   

EoW  ARi)  ARM»rROX0 
I>AVID  JARIIINS 

Thomas  Broadburst 
Joseph  Huntrr,  F.A.S«  . 
JSROM  Murch.....  


1692— i7oa. 

1700—1719. 
1719— 17M 

175^—1780. 

178i^i7i>7. 
1797—1809. 
1809^189S. 
1S38. 
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Mr.  Christophbe  TATLOR  wm  bom  at  Taunton,  and  edu- 
cated for  tlie  ministry  in  that  towu  by  Mr.  Matthew  WBrreii. 
Hii\'ing  beea  ofdsimed  at  L/me^  together  with  seven  others,  in 
lU87y  iie  was  leeommended  by  some  Moior  aiiiiiatfln  to  M  w 
iaportMuft  ttalidtt  at  Bitb,  Ham  ba  met  at  flnt  witfa  nmii 
fonHoa ;  tot  bj  lib  aolid  prmciiiiig  and  prodani  aondaet  ha 
afterwards  ae<|Tiired  great  esteem,  both  by  tiiose  who  attendai 
his  ministry,  and  othera  in  the  Church  of  Tlngland.  He  left 
Bath  in  1(>99,  to  become  paator  of  the  congregation  in  Leather 
Lane,  Londoiiy  where  he  remained  with  much  satis&etion  to 
Ua  beacara  mitil  ?ritbiii  a  abort  period  of  bia  daatb  m  17281 
Mr.  Joabo*  Bayee,  who  preached  bJa  funeral  sermon,  apeaba 
vary  highly  of  bis  qnalifieatioiia  for  tba  ministry  and  of  tbe 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  its  duties,  and  represents  him 
a&  a  warm,  active  friend  to  ilie  cauije  of  Protestant  Dissent.  Mr. 
Taylor  pnbUshed  two  sermons :  one  upon  the  thanksgiving  ibr 
tba  anioa  wilb  Seotbmd^  May  1,  1707;  tba  otfaar  ob  tba  daatb 
of  Mr.  John  Hind»  Nov.  6, 1704 ;  and  ba  draw  up  a  Latin  apt* 
tipb  ftr  bb  tntor^  Mr.  Wamn.* 

Dr.  CoLSMAN  was  a  native  of  New  Knglaud.  He  rec('i\'ed 
bia  adocation  in  Harvard  CoU^ga^  wliera  ba  graduated  in  1692, 
being  than  only  tiranty  yaa»  of  age.  Soon  afterwarda  be  took 
a  voyage  to  i^-"giyti^j  ifnm  osdainad  in  London,  and  entered  im* 
ma^tiately  on  bis  office  at  Bath.  Here,  however,  he  appears  to 
have  been  only  the  colleague  of  Mr.  Taylor,  and  to  have  re- 
mained no  longer  than  eight  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
]ia  was  chosen  fret  minister  of  a  large  congregation  in  Brattle 
Stiee^fiQitonyU.S.  Tberabalabonradwilbeqaai  diligence  tiU 
ba  attainad  tba  aga  of  aaventy-tbxee,  wImh  ba  died,  ^leaving  a 
repntatiott  (to  vse  the  words  a  contemporary)  which* will  he 
dear  to  hia  country  as  long  an  z.eal  for  the  interests  of  sacred 

*  Further  ))ArticuIai*8  of  Mr.  Taylor's  character  may  be  seen  in  Toulmin't 
Hist,  of  Prot.  Diss.,  Appendix,  p.  569. 
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Blmfem  aod  6m  Mvmion  offlw  iBdin  Mdm 
inaMMlMm."   Htt  tfilmgiiUMdliinMlf  wAoDlyMftivo- 
iMBiid  BchoUr,  a  deeply  impiMSive  pm^er,  and  a  g-entleman 

of  the  most  polite  and  Chrurtjau  beuriuL:.  but  uiso  l"v  his  public 
f^jm"'***^**  efforts,  among  which  was  the  publication  oi  a 
If Mitin ;  reprinted  in  Kng^Mid  bjr  Mr.  DMkiel  Xeal,  design  r  d  to 
rirTiTT'*-''  jaocohtiop  lor  tbe  attU-pox.  The  Mfe  of  Dr. 
CoUaHtt  wm  wiiim  by  feb  mm^a^hm,  the  R«r.  Bfr.  Ttunlt 
■lid  fwliliflMl  in  m  8vo.  toIhim  in  1749;  of  Ids  taloila  • 
prtrai'iit  i ,  iLc*  curious  mav  ibnn  an  opinion  from  a  printed  vohime 
of  bid  sermons  ou  sacraiuentai  occasdousy  pabliahed  at  ligston, 

Mr.  CHAMm.BE  «M  the  90O  of  »  respeolabk  tradetmn  at 
TauutOD,  who  suffered  severe  persecution  in  ths  reign  of  diaries 

11.  Inheriting  bts  Either  s  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Protestant 
Dissent^  he  b^gaii  his  ministry  towards  the  close  of  the  same 
re%ik— a  time  of  peculiar  diffietdtj  and  difiOonngeoMiit  He 
had  been  prepared  for  his  office  fim  in  the  grammar-sobooi  of 
bb  native  town* sad  alterwaids  in  tbs  amd«n/of  Mr.  DooHtde^ 
at  Tdington.  Prior  to  bis  settlement  at  Bitb,  he  preaebed  sne- 
cessivLi)  lit  Malmersbiiry,  in  Wiltshire;  Huuijerturd,  lu  Cvrk- 
shire  ;  ami  (.'oU  loixl,  iu  Somersetshire  ;  but  only  reinaiued  a 
tbort  time  in  each  ]>^nce.  His  first  publiration  OMisisted  of*two 
piactical  sermons  delivered  in  Oath  aboot  Iba  year  1705,  one  of 
whicb  is  introdnesd  witb  sxprasrioos  of  giatltiide  to  a  Mr. 
Adame,  of  LKmdon,  wbo  was  very  generons  to  tba  antlKir  and 
gave  bim  a  libmry.  In  1713,  Mr.  Chandler  published  a  charge 
delivered  at  Cliouceater  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Deuhaui,  whom 
he  exhorts  *Mo  preach  intelligibly" — "good  sea&e  backed  with 
strong  scripture  argument'^— «for  (be  says)  we  can  naitber  ba 
dirsoted  nor  antotainad  by  wbat  wa  do  not  nndnstand."  Soon 
afterwards,  be  entered  tbe  listo  witb  Mr.  Tbomaa  Carta  ikt  Ma- 
torian,  a  noted  Jaeobite  and  reader  at  tbe  Abbey  Cboreb*  in 

*  CemvaaiGaled  by  Mr.  Wihoa. 
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«NMeq«eiio6  of  »  wmmm  piMoM  hj  Mr.  Ctrtt  in  vUiettioB 

of  Charles  II.  from  certain  cliargefl  rdating  to  the  Irish  Rebel- 
tion.  \i\er  ^nntmn'mg  the  character  ul'  mi  Hble  niid  ikithiul 
mioiater  of  Christ  Ibrty  ye&ru,  mnctceu  of  which  were  spent  ia 
Bath,  Mr.  Chandler  entered  into  his  rwt,  leftring  &ree  children : 
Mil.  Muty  CkBmdhw,  the Mthor  of  rnvmlpomm;  Dr.  Stmti 
ChndlOTv  ^  odebnted  mmietar  at  the  Old  Jewiy;  wad  ftfr. 
Jokm.  dMBidlary  an  oaiiiiaat  apothecary  in  King  Street,  Cheap- 
aide. 


I^.'DXVYI)  jAftDIKK  was  bom  in  the  year  17(>n,  at  Aber- 
g-iivouiiv.  His  father  wa^  u  Dissenting  Minister  iu  that  town, 
and  tlip  tutor  of  an  Academy  fur  training  young  men  for  the 
same  profession.  He  was  educated  first  by  his  father  and  Dr* 
Daviesy  another  tutor  in  the  Academy  at  Abergavenny,  and 
Mbseqaently  at  Homerton^  where  he  saw  reason  to  renonnoe  the 
dalvinistic  opinions  of  his  fiimily  and  adopt  the  Unitarian  ones 
of  Dr.  Priestley.  ITiis  having  rendered  him  obnoxiuus  to  his 
tutors,  he  wag  removed  to  Daventry,  and  fmislied  liib  btudies 
nnder  the  Hev.  T.  Belsl^Lm,  who  delivered  the  charge  at  his  or- 
dination at  Bath.  In  tha  same  year  Mr.  Jardine  aceepted  an 
invitstliMi  from  Warwiok,  and  spent  a  few  monlihB  in  tiiat  town 
ttmeh  respected.  A  derire  to  be  near  bis  brother.  Dr.  Lewis 
Jaidine,  then  of  Bristol,  afterwards  of  America,  now  induced 
him  to  remove  to  Bath.  That  his  niinii^teriHl  talents  were  highly 
estimated  and  his  religious  principles  very  decided,  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  &ct  tliat,  in  the  following  year,  he  received  an 
invitation  to  be  eo-pastor  with  Dr.  Priestley  at  Binmngham^ 
which,  however^  he  declined.  In  the  year  179^  he  manned  the 
ddest  danghter  of  George  Webster,  Esq.,  of  Hempstead,  and 
soon  afterwards  took  li  small  estate  at  Pickwick,  about  scveu 
miles  from  Bath,  where  he  resided  during  the  week,  and  added 
to  his  literary  labours  those  of  agriculture.  Both,  however, 
were  soon  terminated.  On  Sunday,  Maroh  6, 1797,  lie  preach- 
ed  twice  and  administend  the  Lord's  Sapper.  On  the  following 
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M  he  w  vilkiiif  m  Ilk  iialds,  w 
of  apoplezy  sad  eonvvjed  ■pccchlw  Id  hk  boqte,  wIim  ha  ex- 
pired tiie  tune  evcmog.  TIibb  coddeolj,  and,  to  kmnsa  ap- 
pearaace,  prematnrelj,  did  l^ovidence  eee  fit  to  take  a  man 

who  pom^md  most  of  the  best  qnalificat'ons  of  a  minister  of 
the  gO^elf  and  who,  during  Lia  short  career,  did  much  to  defend 
and  draw  att^tion  to  tha  docttmes  of  Unitarian  Christianity. 
Mr.  Jaidtae  pobUflkad  dine  pwifUeto:  1.  A  Dedantkm  alhii 
Oidinatiott.  2.  Tbiee  Dkeooraea  on  die  Redemplimi  of  dw 
Worid  bjr  Jesos  Chnat ;  ^ridi  an  Apfxadix  mi  die  doebine  of 
the  Atonement  aud  the  importiince  of  having  right  sentiments 
in  Religion.  3.  A  Reply  to  the  Rev.  John  Simpson  on  the 
subject  of  Beligioos  Fasts.  Af^er  his  death,  ts^-o  volnmes  of  his 
aeimoiui  were  poblkhed  bj  Dr.  Eadin,  of  Bristol,  and  dedicated 
to  dieir  nmtnal  fiiend,  B.  Hobhouae^  Eeq^  H.  afterwerde 
Sir  B.  HobhoQS^  Bait.  Plrefized  to  diese  aennons  ta  a  memcnr 
hy  the  editor,  from  which  the  above  particulars  are  taken.  Mr. 
Jardine  left  a  sou  n:ul  two  JaugLttrs  ;  the  former  resides  near 
London,  and  is  well  known  a8  a  memba  of  the  legal  pmfctieioiL 
and  a  valuable  franoler  of  ▼aiioos  ioqnrtint  vndertikiBfi. 
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ASHWICK. 


AsiiwiCK  lies  on  the  borders  of  the  Mendip  Hills,  about  3  miles 
from  Shepton  Mallet,  it  loo^  i^upplied  the  city  of  Bath  and  th«  sur- 
rounding district  with  Coals,  which  are  still  dug  in  tlie  neighbourhoodi. 
It  was  also  noted  for  its  manufacture  of  hosiery  until  the  extensive 
introduction  of  machinery,  and  the  conaequent  diminution  of  manual 
labour  in  small  places.  The  houses  are  widetf  acittered;  i>artof  tbe 
hamlet  of  OftkhiU  lies  in  the  parish,  and  is  remarkable  for  a  good 
bonie  rtudiDg  In  a  romantic  situation*  and  built  by  J.  Billingsley^ 
Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Firesbyteiiaa  oongregatioa. 
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Thb  early  history  of  Nonconformity^  in  retired 

places^  excites  more  than  common  admiration.  In 
populous  towns>  we  are  not  surprised  to  observe  a 
spirit  of  earnest  inquiry  and  Christian  freedom. 
There,  ministers  of  supcriur  talent  and  liberality 
were  generally  stationed ;  and  the  odium  they  incur* 
red,  by  thinking  for  themselves,  was  shared  by 
many.  But  the  inhabitants  of  obscure  villages, 
though  often  blessed  with  pastors  of  learning  and 
piety  were,  in  most  cases,  few  in  number,  compara- 
tively uncultivated,  and  placed  in  awe  of  country 
justices  and  the  owners  of  the  soil.  Amidst  these 
discouraging  circumstances  we  see  minds  determin- 
ed to  be  free ;  and  the  interest  of  the  spectacle  is  not 
imfrequently  heightened  by  the  scenes  in  which  the 
struggles  were  made.  At  this  period  the  triumphs 
of  fiuth  were  generally  achieved,  not  in  the  "busy 
haunts  of  men,**  but  in  the  depth  of  a  beautiful 
valley  or  beneath  the  shelter  of  a  friendly  wood. 
Even  here  the  persecuted  Nonconformists  were  un- 
safe ;  so  often  were  they  interrupted  in  their  devo- 
tions that  they  at  length  fancied  every  rustling  of 
the  leaves  to  be  the  sound  of  the  footsteps  of  their 
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enemies;  at  the  sUghlest  sign  of  disturbance  the 

preacher  lowered  his  voice,  and,  together  with  Ms* 
hearers,  began  to  suffer  in  imagination  from  the 
rude  hands  of  the  constable^  the  arbitrary  questions 
of  the  magistrate*  and  the  noisome  air  of  the  county 
gaol. 

Such  sights  are  presented  by  the  scanty  accounts 
of  Nonconibrmity  at  Ash  wick.  The  first  pastor  of 
whom  we  know  any  thing  is  Mr.  Nicholas  Billings- 
ley,  the  son  of  an  ejected  niiiiister.  He  probably 
settled  at  Ashwiok  soon  after  the  passing  g£  the 
Toleration  Act  In  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and 
James  II.,  the  Nonconformists  of  the  neighbour- 
hood* including  Shepton  Malleti,  assembled^  in 
retired  houses^  or^  when  the  weather  penmtted,  in 
an  adjoining  wood.*  They,  however,  fared  better 
than  others.  Their  intolerant  enemies*  the  infom^ 
ers.  were  kept  at  a  distance  by  the  steady  and 
determined  courage  of  a  number  oi  hardy  coUiers 
who  worked  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  sometimes 
attended  the  meeting.-^-  About  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution they  opened  a  place  of  worship  at  Downside* 
about  a  mile  from  Ashwiok,  towards  Bath,  and 
there  they  assembled  till  1G9G,  when  they  formed 
themselyes  into  separate  societies.  Those  of  Ash« 
wick  fitted  up  a  house  in  their  own  parish,  and 
those  of  Shepton  erected  a  chapel  in  the  town. 

The  Ashwick  division  soon  became  numerous. 
About  the  year  1703,  they  built  a  place  of  worship 
in  which  they  assembled  upwards  of  50  years. 

*  Nigbtiugale'»  Hiiitory  oi  ^onicnetihire.  f  P.  D.  M.  iv.  364. 
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AJSttWICK. 


During  that  period  the  cangiegalioai  cwmigiwrt 

chiefly  of  colliers  and  hosiers,  and  was  not  without 
a  fair  proportion  of  well  cultivated  minds.  An 
anecdote  is  rdated,  which  ahem  that  they  posseaied 

both  earnestness  and  integrity  with  regard  to  religi- 
ous matters,  boon  after  Mr.  James  Pierce^  of 
Sxeter,  gave  an  impiulse  to  inquiry  hy  his  spirited 
conduct,  Mr.  Billingsley,  the  pastor  at  Ashwick, 
ayowed  himself  a  convert  to  his  opiniima.  The 
eongrq^ation  were  disappointed  and  grierad.  FuUy 
convinced  of  the  trudi  of  the  sentiments  in  which 
the  J  had  been  educatedL  tfaej  requested  Mr.  BiUiiig»> 
ley  to  retire  and  allow  them  to  choose  another 
minister.  He  complied^  hut  admonished  them  to 
search  the  Scriptnrea  once  miore  fior  the  purpose  of 

examining  calmly  and  impartiality  the  grounds  of 
their  faith.  This  admonition  they  attended  to^ 
while  they  were  deliberating  on  the  choice  of  a  new 
pastor,  and  the  result  was,  they  also  embraced 
Arian  views  of  the  gospel^  and  went  back  to  their 
faithftd  minister. 

It  was  during  his  ministry  that  Mr.  (afterwards 
Dr.)  James  Foster  came  to  the  neighbourhood. 
also,  was  one  of  those  who  had  been  led  by  Mr. 
Pierce's  writings  and  his  own  study  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, to  side  with  the  heterodox  party;  but 
his  pastoral  advice  was  not  so  successful  as  that 
of  Mr.  iiiilingsley.  His  sentiments  had  rendered 
him  so  obnoxious,  at  Milboum  Port,  where  he  was 
the  pastor  of  a  congregation,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  house  of  his  friend  under 
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Ike  Meadip  Hilla.   AnziouB  to  be  ugefid  witlioat 

concealing  his  convictions,  Mr.  Foster  was  accus- 
tomed, while  residing  in  tbis  obscure  but  hospitable 
ititimU  to  pxeacb  tO'  two  plain  congregations  in  the 

neiglibiiUiiiuCMj,  one  at  (Joleiord,  the  oiker  at  Wokey, 
Micfap^tetiie^'raised  him  only  4115.  per  annum! 
Seine  of  bift  vbest  works  were  composed  in  an  old 
SUBUXMHTiJlonsp.  almost  covered  with  ivy^  on  the 
prfpigty  nntf    >  ^BiUingsley,  Esq.,  who;,  sone  years 

afUTwards.  ('iiii.-M'tl  a  >iiiall  storiP  "^viili  the  follow iiigf 

inscription  to  be  placed  in  the  building. 

*8A€Bin  TO  TBI  MIMORT  CW  TIU  CBUfBSAWD  JiJIBt  Fo«tBS, 
D.D.,  WBO  IV  THIS  HVUBLM  AXD  BmSBO  MAVMOM,  8SCLUDBD 
VBOat  TBB  FURY  Of  BIOOT9  AND  THB  CARB8  Or  A  BUST  WORLD, 
tram  SRVKRA&  VBARBI  AMD- COMBOSBD  If  ANT  OV  TMBB  BSOBIf 

uniT  oisoovBasB  on  katura&  rbuoion  and  bociaii  vwrvm, 

(with  TBB  ANNBXBD  0FFICB8  09  DBTOTION,)  WHICH  HATB  BBBN 

READ   WITH   UNIVBRSAL   ADMIRATION   DURING  THE   LAST  AND 

PRESENT  AGES  ;  AND  WHTPH,  WHILE  THEY  EXHIBIT  TO  POSTERITY 
THE  iMOST  BEAL'TIFUI.  DibPLAY  OF  TiiK  DIVINE  ATTRIBUTES  AND 
IMPORTANT  ni  TlES  OF  HUMAN  LIFE,  WILL  IMMORTALIZE  THB 
NAMK  AND  M£MORT  OP  THEIR  LEARNED  AND  PIOUS  AUTHOR."* 

♦  CoUiujsou's  History  of  Somersetshire^  ii.  449.  Dr.  Foster  reinovcU 
from  Aahwick  to  Trowbridge,  in  Wilta,  where  be  Adopted  the  practice  of 
Adah  BeiiMfm.  There^1ii»cfcraimstMioes  were  lo  low,  that  he  bed  eeri* 
oof  OKNi^ili  of  qnlMiv  tbe  minittrr  kaning  the  tnde  of  a  gknrer. 
Tfnm  doing  tliiB  be  wh  Mved  by  tbe  uiiespected  generotitjr  of  a  gentle- 
Hum  in  tbe  ndghbouihoodt  wbo  took  blni  into  his  house  at  Chqitaiii. 
And  a  few  years  afterwards  we  find  him,  as  one  of  the  Lectorera  at  the 
Old  Jewry,  enjoying  unexampled  popularity,  nftractint^  a  rnnflucnce  of 
ITPT^nns  of  every  rank,  station  and  quali^,  and  giving  occasion  to  the  well 
known  lines  of  Pope — 

"  Let  modest  Fof^cr,  if  he  will,  excel 
Ten  Mctropuluuns  in  preaching  well." 

An  interesting  memoir  of  Dr.  Foster  may  be  seen  in  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  tracts  by  the  Rev.  Jurcd  Sparks,  tiu  American  minister,  who  has 
dMn  madly  In  nuoiy  way:!,  towards  enricbii^  tbe  literature  of  Us  rouutry. 
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The  congr^tation  at  Ashwick  long  mnainad 

numerous  and  respectable.  The  descendants  of  Mr. 
BiUingsley  were  efficieut  co-operators  with  his  suc- 
cessor— ^Mr.  David  Lewis.  About  the  year  1756, 
when  this  gentleman  removed  to  Frenchay,  a  ml 
Mr.  Evan  Herbert  was  chosen  to  succeed  him,  the 
Bociety  resolved  to  erect  a  new  chapeL  The  eld 
structure  was  falling  into  decay ;  they  held  it  by  a 
precarious  tenure ;  and  they  were  desirous  of  having 
a  place  more  in  the  centre  of  the  congregation,  and 
thus  suiting  the  convenience  of  many  persons  from 
adjoining  parishes.  Accordingly  they  sold  the  old 
buildings  which  was  converted  into  cottages^  and 
erected  another  in  the  same  parish^  half  a  mile 
nearer  those  parts  from  which  most  of  the  people 
came  to  worship.  This  efaapel  has  two  galleries, 
one  for  women  and  another  for  men,  and  adjoining 
it  is  a  burial  ground.  In  1783^  Mr.  Hubert  re* 
tired,  and  three  years  afterwards  died  at  Ashwick. 
He  was  educated  at  Carmarthen,  settled  first  at 
Wrington  and  then  at  Stalbridge.  His -successor 
lyas  Mr.  King,  who  only  remained  a  short  time, 
and  was  followed  by  the  present  minister,  Mr.  John 
Evans.  The  congregation  then  consisted  of  nearly 
two  hundred  persons; — but  they  are  described  as 
chiefly  mere  hearers,  who  attended  without  any 
fixed  opinions,  and  because  there  was  no  service  at 
convenient  hours  in  the  churches  in  the  neighboiu:* 
hood.  Consequently,  when  Methodism  was  gene- 
rally known  in  the  district,  and  a  chapel  erected  in 
almost  every  village ;  when,  also,  the  Bishop  of  the 
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<H<)rf*8e  was  enabled,  by  aui^inetitations  of  tbe  livings 
from  Queen  Annes  Bounty,  to  obtain  service  twice 
a  day  in  the  churches,  the  number  of  Mr.  Evans's 
'* bearers"  diminished.  Fur  many  years  he  has 
only  been  encouraged  to  persevere  by  tbe  attend* 
ance  and  supi^ort  of  a  few  who  are  attached  to  their 
views  of  the  gospel  from  ^irinciple  as  well  as  early 
associations,  and  who,  if  they  see  no  prospect  of  a 
revival  of  the  congregation  in  their  time,  may,  at 
least,  be  consoled  by  remembering  that  they  have 
adhered  to  it  through  evil  report  and  through  good 
report. 

m 

ininisiers. 


Nicholas  Billinoslby  4  J  7 10— 1 74M. 

David  LKWI9    1740—1757. 

BvahUerbbrt   1758—1783 

 Kino*   1783—1781. 

John  Evans   


Nicholas  Billixosley  was  ibe  younger  sou  of  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Bame  namei  who  was  ejected  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity 
from  the  living  at  Weoblej^  in  Herefordshire.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  Bscertain  any  partienhirs  concerning  his  education^  earlj 

settlement,  and  death.    It  appears,  that,  in  addition  to  his  set' 

moD  on  thn  death  of  Mr.  Stogdon,  he  published  a  s nnoa, 
preached  at  Frome,  in  17  lU,  at  the  ordination  of  Dr.  Thomas 

•  Mr,  King  was  educated  at  Hackney,  and  removed  from  Ashwick  to 
iiaiidon,  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Evans  was  educated  aX  Carmarthen,  and  tettM 
at  llfraocmibe  before  his  removal  to  Anhwick. 
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than  prodnotkms  IradM,  die  chwilRblft  and  truly  CMbImb 

seutiments  they  express,  are  in  accordance  with  the  geiieral 
tenor  of  this  good  man's  life,  and  will  engure  for  h'la  memory  the 
raspect  of  many  who  have  realized  the  promise, — "  Ye  shsdl 
know  die  tnrthy  and  the  truth  shall  malie  yon  free:'  The  IM- 
loiringpaHsge  is  s  speeimsn  of  biss^fie 

^Let  me  mdur  die  thu  tl»t  I  ihoiild,  to  seire  mj  torn  <if 
life,  or  a  party,  misrepresent  either  the  principles  or  practices  of 
any  of  my  brethren  or  neighbours.  Let  roe  rather  die  than 
ascribe  such  persuasions  to  them  as  I  know  they  constantly 
disown ;  they  best  know  their  own  thoughts,  and  have  as  mnoli 
right  to  be  bsliersd  in  the  pfoleHioiis  they  niake  as  I  have  in 
mine. 

Hubert  St  ogdon.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Billingsley  was  also  the 
means  of  bnngiiig  to  ihe  neighbourhood  of  Aidiwioky  Hubert 
Stogdon,  another  ndnister,  wfaoee  sool  daimed  Idndred  there," 
and  whoee  fife  illnstrates  the  Ustory  of  the  times  hi  which  he 

lived.  After  receiving  bis  education,  successively,  under  a 
clergyman  in  Devonshire,  at  the  free  school  in  Exeter,  and  at 
Mr.  Hallet's  academy,  he  engaged  in  the  the  ministry,  as  Chap« 
lain,  accordhig  to  the  forms  of  the  IMssenters,  to  Sir  John 
Dayy,  fiart,  at  Credy,  near  Crsditott.  At  thla  period,  aboat  die 
year  1715,  he  was  thorooghly  ordiodox"  and  deelaied  fainaelf 
most  decidedly  against  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Whiston  and  Dr. 

("Inrkc  ;  but  Liib  zeal  was  at  all  times  tempered  ])y  t  hurity,  and 
a  couBciuusneeia  oi  his  liability  to  err.  "  Afterwards,  («ayb  Dr. 
Toulmiu  in  his  interesting  memoir),"'  by  long  and  deliberate 
leadings  a  diligent  and  wndid  examination  of  both  aides  oC  Ihn 
question,  with  many  pmyers  and  tears,  with  mnch  fear  and 
trembfing,  he  settled  into  a  view  of  the  snbject  oontrary  to  that 
in  which  he  had  been  educated."    Prior  to  this  change,  Mr. 

•  M.  B.  tv.  56*  flss  sisD  BiOingslcy'sscimi  ontlie  dsalh  of  Siogdoo, 
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StogloniBtABded  to  pn^)ofe  Umtttf  fer  ordiaalioii  by  tiw  Unit- 
ed  Anenblj  of  Devon  and  Cornwall  ministers ;  but  the  clamour 

whicb.  was  meauwhile  raised  agaiust  him  as  a  supposed  Ariaii, 
Deist  or  eyen  Athdst,  and  the  unscriptural  authority  cxeroiaed 
by  the  assembl  j  in  judging  the  qnalifioatioui  of  candidates,  ren- 
dend  It  deniable  likat  he  duniki  remofre  to  a  dlBtaaee.  It  wee 
at  Hue  period  bis  excellent  friend,  at  Aabwiiek,  ftret  eExerled 
biaaaelf  on  bie  bebaH;  tbongb  be  only  knew  him  bj  the  ill  rciwirt 
of  some,  and  the  good  report  of  a  gentleman,  who  recommended 
the  yonng  divine  to  his  friendship.    **  I  was  persuaded  (says 
Mr.  BiUingelejr,*)  that  if  Mr.  Stogdon  oame^be  woold  bave  witb 
me  a  peaeeable  xetrea^  tiiovigb  in  ea  obeeofe  oorner  of  die 
wocld;  and  that  by  a  eocceeilbl  attempt  to  dmnr  falm  bilher»  I 
nrfgbt  be  beneficial  to  myself  and  neigfabonrs  by  getting  sneb 
an  one  amongst  us.    I  knew  that  1  should  hereby  incur  the 
censures  of  many,  and  ut  some  who  had  given  me  real  and  fre- 
quent proofs  of  their  friendship,  and  very  much  expose  myself. 
Bat  bong  InUy  permiaded  that  whatever  Mr.  Stogdon'e  particn- 
lar  eenHmente  were,  wbettier  rigbt  or  wfQDgy  the  aame  witb 
Bune  or  different  fifom  tbem,  one  of  snob  a  ebaraoter  oonld  not 
fiiil  ut"  divine  acceptance  ;  and  that  if  1  were  aakamfd  or  afraid 
to  own  him  I  should  not  know  how  to  answer  it  another  day. 
I  soon  determined  what  to  do.'     It  is  then  stated  that  Mr. 
BiUiogale/  pioeured  Mr.  Stogdon'a  eettiement  with  a  email  oon- 
gregatkm  at  Woke/|  near  Aahwic^  wbere  be  continued  eeven 
jeari,  Ibr  tbe  fiiet  four  of  wbicb  be  reeided  in  the  hooae  of  bie 
generous  friend.    lu  1718  he  was  ordained  at  SheptOQ  Mallet. 
Even  at  this  early  period,  a  tew  candid  iniiids  entertained  very 
diABrent  sentiments  respecting  this  ceremou/  from  those  which 
prevail  in  the  proeent  day.     I  only  mean  (mye  Mr.  Billingsley) 
that  be  eolemiily  devoted  bimflelf  to  tbe  eacred  oflloe  in  Ae  pre- 
eenoe  of  many  minietere  and  a  great  nnmber  of  people ;  eome 
of  the  former  assisting  and  landing  the  public  devotion,  wbilet 
all  joined  in  recommending  the  labours  of  the  person  thus  de- 

•  Appendix  to  Fuwral  Sermon. 
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voted,  to  the  I>iviiie  difectioiL  and  Wwiing ;  a  tennon  bemg 
preadied  at  the  aaine  time  and  an  ezhnrtation  given  to  the 
fidtfainl  diieharge  of  the  mtniatry  then  ezpreeily  and  eolemnly 

uudertaken."  Pursuing  his  course  of  free  inquiry  and  acting 
upou  his  noble  principles,  Mr,  8t<^fr(l(m  became  convinced, 
whiliitt  at  VVokey,  of  tlie  achptural  autkurity  for  Adnlt  Baptism, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  remonatrancee  of  his  Mends  who 
dion^  it  might  pirgndiee  his  interest,  which  was  always  the 
last  idea  hi  his  own  mind^  he  pnbHolj  sohmitted  to  the  rite.  It 
is  gratifying  to  observe  that  this  oiienmataaee  did  not  prevent 
him  from  being  engaged  by,  nor  from  faithlblly  8er\'ing,  a  Paedo- 
baptist  congregation  at  Trowbridge,  where  he  happily  and  use- 
faOij  spebt  the  remainder  of  his  dajs. 
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ijHEi'TON  Mallet  is  situated  five  miles  from  Wells,  twelve  from 
Fnmm,  lAd  t^ixtccn  from  Bnth.  It  lies  (says  CoUinson)  chiefly  in  a 
recluse  TAltey,  intemq^ted  with  binding  rocky  ihelvM  and  dingles.  In 
|hc  last  century  it  was  famous  for  its  manitfiujClirei  of  woollen  dotht 
md  knit  stock ings«  wliich  still  afford  employmenC  to  many. 

Ptpahtimk  in  1811^-4638;  in  1821,-^1 ;  and  in  18dl»— 6390. 


I  • 

■  1 
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The  foundation  of  the  DiBsenting  cause  in  this 

town  was  laid  in  1662.  Mr.  David  Calderwood 
was  then  ejected  from  the  living,  but  there  is  no 
account  of  his  subsequent  life  and  labouis.  The 
proceedings  of  theNonconfoimists  of  the  neighbour- 
hood* soon  after  his  ejectment^  are  mentioned  in  the 
history  of  the  Ashwiek  congregation.  About  Ae 
time  of  the  Revolution  the  people  of  Shepton,  in 
conjunction  with  their  brethren  at  Ashwiek  and  the 
adjoining  parishes,  opened  a  place  of  worship  at 
Downside,  and  there  continued  to  assemble  until 
1696.*  They  then  separated,  in  consequence  of 
their  increased  numbers  and  of  the  distances  from 
which  some  of  them  attended,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Shepton  soon  afterwards  erected  a  place  of  wor- 
ship  in  their  own  town,  and  enjoyed  the  services  of 
Mr.  John  Gumming. 

The  building  now  occupied  by  the  congregation 
is  probably  the  original  one.  There  are  various 
marks  of  antiquil^  about  it,  and  several  indications 
of  its  having  been  enlarged.    It  contains  three  gal- 

«  Frot.  D'U8,  Mag.,  iv.  364. 
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leries— one  of  which  has  always  been  used  indis- 

crimiiuitely ;  llie  other  two  were  formerly  appro- 
priated^  in  accordance  with  an  ancient  custom*  one 
to  women  and  the  other  to  men.  There  are  two 
burial-grounds;  one  is  on  a  level  with  the  street; 
the  other,  which  is  smaller,  is  reached  by  sixteen 
steps,  and  is  on  a  level  wiA  the  chapeL  The  into* 
rior  of  the  building  exhibits  two  monuments  with 
the  following  inscriptions: 

m 

NSAB  THIS  PIJkCB  LB  TBB  BllUnfS  QW  Mb.  StllON  BbOWVI, 
MiKtSTKR  or  THB  GoWEMt,  A  KATIVS  QW  THIS  TOWN,  BUT  KNOWW 

THROUGH  THB  VATTOlf  BY  HTS  WBmHOS.     PORTSMOUTH  AND 

Lo.SDON  EN  JOYED  HIS  MINISTRY;  AND  WHEN  NATURE  WAS  OP- 
PRESSKD  VVIIH  HO  SXRANOK  A  DISORDER  THAT  Hli  THOUGHT 
HIMRKLF  LESS  THAN  MAN,  HE  ATTACKED  THE  BOLDEST  IMFIDSLS 
OF  THE  AGE  AND  TRIUMPHED  IN  TUS  CAUSE  OF  GOD. 

Hb  dibd  a.  D.  1732,  mt.  52. 

« 

To  TBI  BVBB-TA&tlABUI  lOUlOBT 

OF  THB  Rbv.  ABTRomr  Atkby, 

A  LATE  WORTHY  PASTOR  OF  THIS  ChURCH, 
WliUaK  SOLID  JI  DGMKNT, 
GREAT  LKARMNG, 
COMPftEUENSIVK  KNOWLKDGE  OK  CHRlSTlANITr» 
UMIVBRSAL  BKNEVOLENCB 
AN  J) 

INFLEXIBLE  VIRTUE, 
RBXBXBB9HUI 
A  MOST  BAfIONAL»  Af IBOnOBATBy  ABO  VSBFOli  FBBACHBB, 
AB  ABLl  ABB  BUCCBSBf  UL  ABTOCATB  FOR  TBB  BBUOIOB  OF  JbBOB, 
A  FAITBFOL  ABB  MOST  AGBBBABKB  FBIBBD. 
TbB  WOBLB  WAB  BABLT  BBFBITBD 
OF  TBIB  BBIOHV  OBBAMBBT 
OF  RsiilGlOB  ABB  LiBBETY, 

ib  tbb  tbibtt-tbieb  ybab  of  bis  aob, 
Dbc.  27, 1734. 
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The  connexion  of  Mr»  Browne  with  ShepUm 

Mallet  induces  me  to  place  a  short  notiee  of  his 
disorder  amoug  the  distinct  memoirs.  He  received 
part  of  his  education  from  Mr.  Gumming;  the  ftrat 
minister  at  Shepton.  The  successor  of  that  gentle* 
man,  Mr.  Aycrigg,  removed  to  Glastonbury  &oni0 
years  before  Mr.  Browne  retired  to  his  native  town* 
With  the  next  minister,  Mr.  Matthew  Towgood,  he 
was  probably  intimate,  as  be  also  appears  to  have 
been  with  the  fourth  on  our  list^  Mr.  Anthony 
Atkey.  This  name  appears  in  the  list  of  students 
educated  in  the  Taunton  Academy,  under  Mr. 
Grove.*  Mr.  Atkey  preached  and  published  a 
discourse  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Browne,  entitled, 
"The  Rectitude  of  Providence  under  the  severest 
Dispensations."  He  also  deserves  to  be  luul  in  re- 
spectful remembrance  for  the  ability  and  zeal  with 
which  he  appeared  as  an  advocate  for  Christianity, 
in  the  controversy  with  Dr.  Tindal.  j*  The  congre- 
gation at  Shepton  had  reason  to  rejoice  that  some 
of  the  best  defences  of  revealed  religion,  accom- 
panied by  the  most  convincing  arguments  in  favour 
of  liberty  of  conscience,  emanated  from  their  circle. 

Until  the  end  of  the  last  century,  this  congregation 
afforded  a  fair  specimen  of  the  Dissenting  societies 
in  the  West  of  England.  Many  of  the  members 
were  enlightene<l  and  respectable  manufacturers, 

•  Mon.  Rcpos.,  O.  S.,  Vol.  xiii.  p.  W. 

t  His  object  is  thus  cxpic»6cil  in  the  title-page  of  hi»  work:  **T\w 
nuuB  argument  of  a  late  book,  entitled  '  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Crea- 
tion,* biiiy  stated  and  czsmincfl,  or  a  short  view  of  that  whole  contro- 
veray/" 


Digitized  by 


8HBPTOK  MALLBT.  109 

possessiTig  considerable  influence  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood.  They  manifested  good  sense  in 
choosing  as  their  instructors  a  succession  of  pious 
and  liberal  men^  and  gratitude  in  protiting  by  their 
counsels.  The  latter  virtue  was  also  manifested  at 
ahuiimi'  tliyt  gubfltantial  acts  of  generosity.  The 
society  have  been  remarkable  for  shuwiiig,  from  the 
bc^iairing,'  a 'greater  desire  to  promote  the  discha^ 
of  ' iiilotal.  duties  than  to  excite  attention  to  those 
poiats  on  which  C'hribtians  dilTcr.  Tim  course, 
hmrtHh  iiad  tended  to  lessen  their  numbers.  As 
soon  as  dtber  denominations  obtaine<l  a  footing  in 
the  town,  attention  to  opinions  wns  excited;  it  was 
ai"4Mglii  found  that  the  majority  of  those  who 
attended  places  of  worship  preferred  docUiuul 
jfpeaAing;  and  the  Presbyterian  congr^tion  saw 
0iMik  6f  |]ie  oldest  and  most  valuable  members  taken 
tht;ii  iot.  wilhout  leaving  ulherb  lo  supply  their 
plU^r  Of  four  of  the  ministers  biographical  no- 
liM^vfil'be  given  in  the  following  ])age8.  Mr. 
8hute»  the  last  but  one,  was  educated  at  the  Exeter 
AimMbf;  under  Mr.  Eenrick  and  Mr.  Bretland. 
On  leaving  Ashwick,  he  quitted  the  ministry  and 
ei^agtd  in  business  at  Bristol.  Mr.  Evans  was 
nettsr  ehosen  pastor  of  the  congregation.  On  the 
retirciiieiil  uf  Mr.  Shute  he  preached  as  a  supply; 
aal  iifr  Alus  capacity  he  has  continued  ever  since, 
regularly  administering  the  ordinances.  He  officiates 
in  the  naorumg  at  Ashwick,  and  in  the  aiteruoon  at 
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David  Calderwood  •   If)(i2— 1698. 

John  Cummino,  M.A.   1698—1710. 

.   BSNJAMIN  Aycriqo   •  1710 — 1716. 

BIattbbw  Towoood   1716-^1730. 

Anthony  Atkky   173a-'17d4. 

John  Shrrman,  M.  D   ns4—n54. 

William  Peard  JiLLAHu   1754 — 1770. 

Benjamin  Kiddkl   1770—1803. 

Ubney  Shuts   l803--iau. 

John  JBvans  •   1614* 


The  Rev.  John  Cu.mmixg  b  supposed  to  have  been  of  ■ 
Scotlibk  extraction.  He  was  the  imclu  and  father-in-law  of 
Dr.  Cumming,  an  eminent  mimster  of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian 
Choroh,  Loudon  Wall.  He  was  n  learned  man^  and  bendea 
Mng  the  minieter  of  ^  eongregation  at  Shepton  Mdle^  filed 
tike  office  of  Tutor  in  that  town.  He  published  a  eennon  on 
Rev.  ii.  2,  prGHchcd  before  the  mayor  of  Bridgwater  and  other 
members  of  the  corporation,  at  a  lecture  established  for  the  refor- 
mation of  manners,  1699.  He  probabl/  settled  at  Shepton  soon 
after  the  chapel  was  built ;  his  death  occurred  in  1710.* 


The  Rev.  MatTHSW  Towqood  was  the  grandson  of  a 
sdniater  of  the  same  name,  ejected  from  HilpertOB^  WiUa.,  and 
fint  oonnn  to  Mr.  Mica^ah  Towgood.  At  one  tune  he  kept  a 
seminary  at  Colyion,  in  Devonahire>  where  he  tnatmcted  young 

•  Wilion*i  Hiiloiy,  VeL  IL  p.  491. 


Digitized  by  Google 


8HIPT0N  MAILET 


171 


nieu  ill  clnsidcHl  and  theological  learning — an  office  for  which 
hi-ii  s^iiid  attainments  well  fitted  him.  He  utlcTWiirdb  officiated 
at  Poole^  but  eventually  relinquished  the  ministry  and  engaged 
in  m  hmwwry.  His  habita  of  atiidj  and  absence  of  thought,  q£ 
videh  11UU17  iniiniofn  ware  related,  rendered  him 

anancceeiftil  m  hb  new  ooei^tk^.  Bfr.  Towgood  pabUed  a 
tmafl  frainmatieal  traet,  a  wfmmi  iHPeaelMd  at  Poole,  «  A  Brief 
Dis^ertiitiou  ou  Fuucral  iSoleniuifies,  "  1745,  and  **  Remurktj 
on  the  Pro&oe  and  Absurd  use  ot  the  monosyllable  *lktmn^ 
1746. 

John  Bbbbm an,  M.  D^TUa  gantfemaa  lecairad  hia  edii« 
ealion  al  one  of  the  8ooleh  Umvenlties,  wbere  1m  took  fhe 

degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  There  i.s  iiu  account  ut  his  luu  iug 
practised  as  a  phjaiciaii,  though  he  bore  the  title.  He  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  ^^Rt1"g"iifr^  as  a  minister.  His  first  ap- 
peanaoa  in  this  cfaanoter  was  at  Aa  Fresb/teacian  maetiDg* 
booae  in  Ghreat  St  Thomas^  London,  where  he  was  ehosen 
asnrtaat  to  the  Rev.  B.  A.  Atkinson.   In  1719  he  removed  to 

Waro,  iu  HcTtfordsliLre,  at  wliich  place  he  preached  and  printed 
a  fuuerai  sermon  for  the  Rev.  John  Hughes,  whom  he  succeeded 
in  the  pastoral  office.  He  remained  at  \yare  untiL  be  aeeepted 
die  invitatiQn  at  ShaptODy  vliere  he  died  in  17549  freqnent 
ilhieai^  danag  whieh  ba  waa  ofian  obliged  to  1^X7  to  neigli- 
bonring  nmilslers  ibr  aeeistBDoe)  and  aometimea  to  elose  the 
meeting-house,  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  society.  It 
must  be  mentioned,  to  the  honour  of  Dr.  Sherman  and  that  of 
the  eongregations  who  elected  him,  that  he  was  one  of  the  non- 
anhaeiiblng  laiaiatsta  at  Ae  Saltaia'  Hall  ajnod  in  1719.* 

ITie  Rev.  Willi  AM  Peard  Jjllard  was  descended  on  the 
maternal  side  from  Mr.  \\  iiliam  Bartlott  and  Mr.  Oliver  Peard, 
two  of  the  ejected  ministers.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Peter  Jillard, 
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wbo  was  edooated  aft  TanntoD  and  settled  racoearivalj  al  Bofr, 

near  Crtditoii,  Caatle  Lane,  Exeter^  Tavistock,  and  ( 'untie 
Green,  Bristol.  W.  P.  Jillard  was  bom  at  Tavistork,  ami 
removed  with  (Le  rest  ol  tiie  iamil^',  at  a  very  cari/  period  of 
his  life,  to  Bristol,  where  hia  olasncal  education  was  commenced 
under  Mr.  Fiaher.  Ho  entered  upon  bia  aoademical  atndiea  in 
the  hoose  of  Mr.  Mooro^  at  Bridgwater,  on  whoae  deaHi  he  went 
to  atodj  nnder  Dr.  liatham,  at  Findem,  in  I>ert>5tlure ;  and  ha 
linished  bis  ciiurse  uf  proparntioii  at  Glasgow,  auder  Dr.  LiCecfe- 
man.  His  iir^t  settlement  in  the  pastoral  office  was  at  Sheptou^ 
where  he  preached  with  great  acceptance  seventeen  or  eighteen 
yean.  So  much  was  be  admired  aa  a  miniater,  and  ao  high  wat 
the  opimon  of  lita  learnings  good  aeneey  and  piety,  that  mora 
than  one  overture  of  preAnnent  In  tlia  Chneh  of  Bnglasid  waa 
uiade  to  him.  The  temptations  to  conformity  thrown  in  bis 
way  were  particnlarl}'  strong  ;  and  bis  refined  taste  and  polite 
manners  would  have  led  him  to  valne  the  advantages  ot  a 
higher  atation ;  but  he  eonld  not  be  indioed  to  awerve  from  tht 
path  of  integrity.  Hia  attain  of  preaohing  waa  aenAble^  libafa], 
and  pntotieal;  and  yet, probablyin  conaeqnenoe  of  tiiaeaolmiiaa- 
teristics,  towards  the  oloee  of  his  life  it  was  not  popnlai*.  ffe 
removed  from  Shepton  to  Bishop's  Hull,  near  Taunton,  *  wLere 
he  Hpent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  twenty -nine  years,  enjoying 
general  reapeot  and  affection.  Mr.  JilUrd  left  a  eon  and  a 
daughter,  to  whom  Dr.  Toulmin  dedioated  the  impgaaaive  dia> 
oonrae  preached  by  bim  on  the  death  of  hia  friend  and  leQow* 
htbourer. 


Mr.  Simon  Brovnb.<— It  waa  while  exereiaing  the  pnatoral 
office  at  the  Old  Jewry,  with  great  reputation,  that  Mr.  Browne 
waa  attacked  by  the    strange  diaorder"  mentioned  in  the  in- 

scripHon.  He  imagined  "  that  Almighty  God,  by  a  singular 
instance  of  divine  power,  had  in  a  gradual  manner  annihilated 

*  Au  iuter^Kting  account  uf  thU  congregation  ii>  given  m  a  note  to  the 
Bcnnon  on  tlM  death  of  the  Bev.  W.  P.  JSihrd,  by  Dr.  Toohnhi. 
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in  Imii  the  tUoldiig  sahtituMB,  nd  Btteriy  divested  lum  of  ma- 

scionsness ; — that  though  he  retained  the  hiimun  abape,  niid  t  lie 
&cuUy  of  speaking  in  a  umuuer  tliat  appeurod   to  uihors  ni- 
tioiuUy  he  had  all  the  while  no  more  notion  of  what  he  said  than 
a  psnot.    And,  veiy  ooOBbtantljr  with  thiis  be  looked  upoa 
Idnmif  aa  no  longer  n  moral  agents  n  sobjeei  of  x«mrd  or 
popjahgiopt  **  *  It  is  (nngnfaur  that,  liaviug  quitted  the  minieCrf 
and  retired  to  Sfcapton,  in  oonsequeaee  of  this  idea,  though  he 
could  seldom  be  persuaded  to  pniy,  even  for  a  ble.s.sinir  on  his 
food,  he  was  not  oul^  BtiLl  dit»tiuguiiihed  fur  the  performance  of 
ell  eocial  virtues,  but  even  intent  upon  literarj  porsmts.  For 
eooio  ^e  he  amnaed  himeelf  with  tnnalatiog  eeyeiel  parte  of 
die  andent  Greek  and  Latin  poete  into  English  verse.   He  af- 
terwards composed,  for  ^  nee  of  ehOdren,  an  English  grammar 
and  spelling-book,  an  abstract  of  the  scripture  history,  and  a 
ooUection  of  fables.  With  great  labour  he  also  amassed  together, 
in  a  abort  compass,  all  the  tbemee  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Ian- 
gnafesy  and  compiled  a  dictionaiy  to  each  of  these  works.  Dn- 
ring  the  two  last  jreara  of  his  life,  he  pnUished  **  A  Diaqnintion 
on  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,"    Remarks  on  Mr.  Woolston'e 
fifth  discoursf  on  tb*.'  Miracles  of  our  Saviour,"  and  "  A  Reply 
to  Tindal's  attack  un  the  Religion  of  Nature  and  the  Christian 
Revelation."   Ail  these  works  were  written  at  Shepton,  with 
Httio  anaiatannr  from  hooka  or  learned  converaation,  and  with 
the  ftU  ittpfeaaiwi  that  all  the  thinking  powers  had  been  taken 
from  him ;  yet  they  were  pronomiced  among  the  best  that  had 
appeared  on  the  subject.    They  display  great  extent  of  know- 
ledge, and  uncommon  argumentative  powers;  and  some  of  his 
friends  were  accustomed  to  Bay,  "  while  he  imagined  he  had  no 
aonJy  he  was  so  acute  a  disputant,  that  he  could  reason  as  if  he 
was  poannnard  of  <toa."  Nothing  grieved  him  more  than  that  he 
could  not  make  his  friends  believe  in  his  supposed  destitution^ — 
a  circomstaDce  whlah  he  thus  allndea  to  in  a  suppreaaed  dedi> 

*  Atkey't  fimenl  Mrmoa,  quoted  by  Wilion  in  an  interesting  mcinolr~ 
Dhi.  Chnrcbfls,  U.  342. 
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otitifmofliitkrtwoirk  toQiiaMiCaiioUBe:  <<8aGli  a  Me  will 
oerteSnlj  strike  joor  Majesty  mA  aitoiiiehiiieiit,  end  turn  tliel 

commiseration  in  your  royal  breast  which  the  author  has  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  excite  in  tliose  of  his  friends  ;  wlio  by  the  nio'^f 
unreasonable  and  ilUlbunded  conceit  in  the  world,  have  ima- 
gined  that  a  thinking  being  eonld  Sat  eeveit  jem  together  live  a 
stranger  to  its  own  powers,  exroaee,  operatkm^  and  state,  and 
to  what  die  Great  God  htm  been  dcmig  in  it  and  to  it*' 
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Thts  town  WS8  uiciently  called  Brugia,  Brugie,  Brugge,  Brugge- 
Walter,  and  BuTfirli-Walter. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor  it  was  the  pi  ivali  estate  of 
Merlesuain,  a  baj*Luii  thane,  who  lost  it  at  the  Con(juest ;  imd  Kin^ 
William  gave  it  to  his  follower  Walschiii  or  \V;iUer  de  Duuui,  from 
wboiji  the  place  derived  the  distinguishini;  purt  of  its  appellation.  The 
idta  that  the  town  derived  its  name  from  the  liritliff*  was,  however, 
long  since  entertained,  and  will  perhaps  never  be  riUniiiiiphed, 

It  ia  situated  on  the  banks  of  tht-  rivi  r  Parrct,  which  hence,  in  a  bold 
stream,  winds  its  way  towards  the  estuary  of  the  Bristol  Channel.  The 
town  ia  also  eomm  odiously  situated  in  a  woody,  flat  country,  having 
rich  moors  to  the  north  and  cast,  in  the  great  western  road  leading 
ftom  the  cities  of  Bath  and  Bristol  to  Taimton,  Exeter,  and  the  criun^ 
of  Cornwall,  being  distant  forty  mUea  Irom  Bath^  lliirty-foor  from 
Bristol,  and  eleven  fam  TannUm. 

Tbe  place  hat  been  very  luge  and  popskms,  but  fireqnently  dimin- 
ished byeonll^raliottB  and  otber  eauaeti  puticahofy  m  the  year  1645^ 
when  it  ivas  besieged  by  the  Parlhnnentwy  forces  under  Sir  Thomas 
Fvrfoai,  all  dial  quarter  of  the  town  ctDed  Eattmfer,  •  fow  houses  ex- 
eqpled,  was  entirely  burnt  to  the  ground.  At  this  day  the  town  con- 
sists of  several  good  streets,  most  of  which  stand  on  the  west  ^  of 
the  river,  but  commnnicate  with  the  other  part,  which  was  heretofore 
veiy  oonsideiable,  by  a  lofty  and  ancient  bridge  of  three  arches,  begun 
In  the  time  of  King  John  by  William  Briwere^  lord  of  the  town,  and 
finished  by  Sir  Thomas  Trivet,  wliose  arms  being  a  trivet,  m  aUtirion 
to  his  name,  were  affixed  to  the  coping  of  the  structure.  To  the  north 
of  this  bridge  is  the  <]|uay,  which  is  large  and  commodious. 

COLUNSON. 

Population  in  1811,— 4911  j  in  1821,-6166;  in  1831,-7807. 
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CHRIST  CHURCH  CHAPEL. 

The  confessor  at  Bridgwater,  on  the  memorable 
Bartholomew  Day,  was  Mr.  John  Norman,  a  min- 
ister of  more  tlian  usual  talent  and  firmness.  He 
continued  to  preach  here  after  his  ejectment ;  and 
having  been,  for  some  years,  both  useful  and  ac- 
ceptable, he  easily  retained  a  large  number  of  his 
friends.  To  the  congregation  thus  formed  this  ex* 
cellent  man  persevered  in  privately  officiating,  with 
the  exception  of  the  intervals  occasioned  by  severe 
persecution  and  his  absence  from  home,  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  about  the  year  1676. 

The  Nonconformists  Memorial*  contains  some 
interesting  anecdotes  which  shew  the  difficulties  of 
the  first  members  of  this  society.  Sixteen  months 
alter  Mr.  Normans  ejectment,  he  was  sent  with 
several  other  ministers  to  the  county  jail,  and  there 
made  a  close  prisoner  for  preaching  to  his  people 
in  private.  He  appeared  at  the  bar  of  Judge  Fos- 
ter, by  whom  he  was  handled  very  roughly.  Sir* 
rah  (he  said),  do  you  preach  r  '*  Yes,  my  Lord." 
"And  why  so.  Sirrah F  "Because  I  was  ordained 
to  preach  the  gospel."   "How  was  you  ordained?"* 

•  Vol.  iL  p.  34^ 
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"In  the  game  manner  as  Timothy/*    ''And  how 

was  that  ?'*  "  By  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the 
Presbytery/*  The  Judge  was  struck  with  this  last 
reply,  and  repeated  it  several  times;  but  he  sen- 
tenced his  victim  to  pay  a  ^e  of  a  hundred  pounds, 
and  to  be  imprisoned  till  it  was  paid. 

Mr.  Norman  remained  in  Ilchester  Gaol  eighteen 
gHmths  in  consequence  of  this  cruel  verdict.  Nor 
would  his  release  have  been  effected  so  soon,  but 
for  the  humanity  of  Baron  Hale,  who,  going  that 
cicGuit,  took  notice  of  him,  and  compounded  the  fine 
at  sixpence  in  the  pound.  Nothing  daunted  by  his 
sutieriugs,  Mr.  Norman  employed  himself  in  prison 
in  writing  a  work  which  he  afterwards  published, 
with  the  title  "Christ  confessed'*;  and  when  he 
found  himself  at  large,  he  again  pursued  the  path 
of  duty  by  preaching  in  private. 

On  his  removal,  the  congregation  chose  as  their 
pastor  Mr.  John  Gardener.  Dr.  Calamy  mentions 
a  person  of  this  name  as  ejected  from  Staplegrove, 
but  gives  no  particulars  concerning  him.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  died  about  the  year  1682. 

In  1679  came  Mr.  John  Moore,  also  an  ejected 
minister,  noted  for  his  abilities,  exertions,  and  suf- 
ferings. When  the  Act  of  Uniformity  was  put  in 
force  against  him,  he  officiated  at  Holnest  and  Long 
Burton,  in  the  county  of  Dorset.  He  then  retired 
to  Ottery  St.  Mary,  in  Devonshire,  where  for  a  few 
years  he  cultivated  his  own  estate,  and  preached  as 
often  as  possible  to  the  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.   He  laboured  at  Bridgwater  with  great  suc- 
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C6B8  tbirty<^x  years.*    He  was  succeeded  by  his 

aou,  Mr.  John  Moore,  Juu.,  who  continueil  to  be 
pastor  of  the  congregation  till  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1747>  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his 
age.t 

During  the  ministry  of  both  fiUher  and  son,  the 

cause  of  Dissent  flourished  at  Bridgwater.  In  1688, 
the  society  was  sufiiciently  numerous  to  erect  a  place 
of  worship.  About  that  time  Mr.  Moore,  Sen.,  es- 
tahlished  an  academy  in  the  town,  which  maintain- 
ed a  respectable  character  many  years.  In  the 
reign  of  William  the  Third,  the  tutor  suffered  from 
the  still  surviving  spirit  of  persecution ;  being  ap- 
prehended by  a  warrant  from  the  Mayor  for  keeping 
an  academy.  Before  he  died,  however,  he  had  the 
happiness  of  seeing  a  great  change  in  the  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  the  authorities  of  the  town ;  his 
audience  gradually  became  highly  respectable  both 
for  fortune  and  numbers*  and  at  length  included  the 
whole  of  the  civic  magistracy.  X 

Mr.  Moore,  Jun.,  followed  in  the  steps  of  his 
father.  The  pupils  in  the  academy  enjoyed  great 
advantages  from  his  attainments  in  science  and  his 
methcHl  of  conveying  knowledge.  While  searchuig 
the  Scriptures,  he  was  led  to  adopt  Arian  views  of 
the  Gospel, — a  circumstance  which  is  said  to  have 
lesHcned  the  number  of  the  students  under  hia  care.§ 

•  Noncon.  Mem.,  Vol.  i.  p.  •I.'i2. 

t  HoRitr  nnfl  Bennett's  History  <rf  the  DiMenters,  Vol.  iU.  p.  290. 

X  Noucon.  Mvin.,  \'nl  i  p.  453. 

§  "When  the  Arifti/taiiui  rap^fd  in  tlif  \\  rst,  he  t(M»  w.i^  s(  izcfl,  ^nnie  of 
his  students  left  hiiii,  aaii  the  character  of  his  academy  sustained  a  g^rievous 
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He  continued  the  Academy  as  long  is  he  lived. 
Among  his  pupils  were  Mr.  Siinon  Browne.  Dr. 
Samuel  Chandler.  Dr.  Joseph  Jeffries*  and  Mr. 
Thomas  .Muigiui.  A  sermon,  in  reference  to  his 
death,  by  his  friend  l>r.  Amory,  represents  him  as 
universally  belored  in  the  town  and  neighboui^ 
hoocl.*  An  impulse  was  given  to  the  inquiries  of 
Mr.  Moore  by  the  celebrated  controTersy,  during 
which  Mr.  Peirce  and  Mr.  Halleft  were  ejected  from 
their  pulpiu  al  Jbixeter;  and  the  congregation  at 
Bridgwater  seems  to  have  adopted  the  sentimentB  d 

its  pastor.  We  have  little  direct  information  re- 
specting the  opinions  of  this  society  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  last  century ;  but,  judging  from 
tho^e  of  it^  minifjters,  we  should  say  that  they  were 
"heterodox."  Its  distinctive  appellatioR  was  Prei^ 
byterian ;  and,  like  many  others  of  the  same  name« 
it  wa^  distinguished  from  the  beginning  by  a 
thorough  knowledge  and  an  earnest  advocacy  of  the 
rights  of  conscience. 

Mr.  Moore  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Matthew  Tow- 
good,  only  son  of  the  celebrated  Micaijah  Towgood. 
This  gentleman  remained  till  1755,  when  the  con- 
gregation elected  Mr.  Thomas  Wats(m»  by  whom  it 
was  faithfully  served  thirty-eight  years.  During 
the  interval  of  Mr.  'iowgoods  removal  and  the 

injury."— Hnttuc  aii'l  Ik-niutt,  iii  2W.  The  reader  will  take  all  aUusiouS 
to  such  tender  points  from  tins  source  cnm  grnnn  mlit. 

*  Mr.  Nfoorc,  Jan.,  was  the  author  of  a  work  entitled  "  Propositions  on 
Natural  aiwl  Ucveiilcd  Religion**;  also  of  a  tract  in  answer  to  Jackson  on 
the  Trinity,  nlnmt  the  year  1 

N  2 
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settlement  of  Mr.  Watson^  the  congregation  was 
supplied  l)y  Mr.  Lush.  I  have  been  favoured  with 
a  Bight  of  Mr.  Watson's  private  register,*  in  which 
he  entered  with  great  regularity  the  baptigms  at 
which  he  oihciated  and  the  names  of  his  communi- 
cants. The  former  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
seventy-eight ;  many  of  the  parents  of  the  cliiklren 
appear  to  have  been  in  the  middle  and  lower  walks 
of  life, — a  sure  indication  of  the  usefulness  of  their 
pastor.  There  are  also  some  names  in  the  register 
still  remembered  in  connexion  wifli  various  under- 
takings which  required  the  aid  of  influence,  intelli- 
gence, generosity,  and  pul)lic  spirit.  To  know  that, 
while  the  poor  listened  gladly  to  the  services  of  the 
sanctuiiry,  these  persons  grew  in  failh  and  virtue,  is 
to  presume  that  the  pure  Gospel  of  Jesus  was 
preached.  A  large  proportion  of  the  communicants 
became  such  in  consequence  of  the  persuasions  of 
Mr.  Watson.  He  was  also  the  first  to  establish  a 
Sunday*^chool  in  this  tovnii.  Few  men  were  less 
anxious  than  this  respected  minister  to  preserve 
mere  sectarian  distinctions.  It  was  his  opinion^  for 
instance,  that  the  office  of  baptizing  adults  should 
not  be  conhned  to  those  who  are  generally  called 
Baptist  ministers.  Although  he  practised  infant 
spi  inkliiig,  he  did  not  deem  himself  exempted  from 
publicly  immersing  any  persons  who  wished  in  this 
manner  to  confess  Christ  before  men.  Accordingly, 
his  register  contains  notices  of  his  having  performed 

*  In  the  poMettion  of  lib  ton,  tbc  Rev.  T.  WaUon,  of  Bath. 
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this  interesting  ceremony  on  three  occasions, — in 
1758,  in  1768,  and  in  1785.  ♦ 

It  was  during  Mr.  Watson^s  ministry  that  the 
s[)acious  chaptl  was  rebuilt.  The  last  service  in 
the  old  one  was  conducted  June  24,  1787 ;  and  the 
first  in  the  new.  May  18,  1788.  The  form  of  this 
building  is  oblong;  the  roof  is  supported  by  four 
large  pillars,  which  give  the  house  a  heavy  appear- 
ance. The  pulpit  is  at  some  distance  from  the  end 
wall ;  and  behind  is  a  low  gallery,  or  long  pew,  ex- 
tending from  side  to  side,  originally  erected  for  the 
use  of  the  corporation,  but  now  appropriated  to  the 
Sunday-scholars.  Opposite  the  pulpit  is  the  usual 
singing  gallery,  in  which  is  an  organ.  Within  the 
last  few  years,  a  vestry  has  been  buiit  adjoining  the 
chapel,  and  various  improvements  introduced  in  the 
interior  of  the  building.  At  another  part  of  the 
town  the  congregation  have  very  convenient  pro- 
per^«  consisting  of  a  minister  s  house,  a  burial- 
ground,  and  a  school-room,  the  latter  having  been 
built  lately  at  the  expense  of  a  few  individuals. 
In  the  chapel  and  vestry  are  two  marble  tablets, 
with  the  folluvving  inscriptions: 

*  Wliato'cr  may  be  thooght  of  the  use  of  water  at  the  naming  and  de- 
dication of  children,  the  example  of  Mr.  Watson  in  baptizing  adults  may 
surely  be  generally  followed  with  advantage.  This  is  not  the  placo  to 
enter  fully  into  the  question,  or  it  would  not  be  dtHicult  to  shew  that  those 
who  make  the  ordinance  of  Baptism  a  grouud  of  division  might,  without 
the  slightest  compromise  of  principle  and  with  scarcely  any  inconvenience, 
itmm  In  aonie  degMe  the  number  of  lects  in  the  Chiiitbn  church,  and 
thus  faaiCen  the  time  when  there  diall  be  one  fold  and  one  ihqpheid.  The 
Lord'g  table  does  not  divide  the  diaciploe  of  Jeaus;  why  should  the  bap- 
tisinal  foot  or  the  baptismal  pool? 
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VVDmMMEATB  UM  THE  UBIIAIMS  OF  TSB  RbT.  THOMAS  WATami> 
WHO  WAS  MBABJbT  TaiETT-BIOHT  TBAMB  THX  GOOD,  ABU,  FAITH- 
FUL, AMO  BSLOTBD  FABTOR  OF  THlB  ChSIBTIAK  ChVRCH,  AMD 
WHO  OIBD,  UWIVBB9ALLT  LAMBItTBD,  OK  TRB  6tfa  OF  M ABCH, 
17IKI,  IM  THB  67th  TBAB  OF  HIS  AOB. 

Also  of 

Mart,  hib  most  dbarwifk,  DArcHTER  of  Richard  Codeinovoii, 
Qbnt.,  who  DiBD  March  iM),  1774,  aged  43. 

[Al8u  of  tur£E  children,  &c.,  &c.] 

To  THB  MEMORY  OF  ThoMAS  OsLEIl.  l'J'\\  AKI>S  OF  SIXTY  VKAUS  AN 
ACTIVE  AND  KXKMFLAIIY  MKMUKi;  uF  THE  COKGRKGATKJN  A»5EM- 
HLINr;  IN  Tins  PLACE,  WHOSE  LIFE  WAS  DILIGENTLY  SPENT  IN 
DOING  JUSTLY,  LOVING  METICY,  AXH  WALKINO  IITMBLY  WITH  UIB 
OOD,  THI8  TABLET  IS  GRATEFULLY  ANU  AFFBCTIONATRLY  IN> 
srntBBD  BY  His  8VRTIVIN0  CHILDRBM.  Ub  WAB  BORH  JuHB 
1745;  DIBD  OCTOBBR  26,  1825  {  AMD  18  INTBRRXD  IM  TRIB 
CHAPBL. 

Mary,  his  wipe,  daughter  of  John  Cole,  (Jent.,  (formerly  of 
Tai  nton,)  an  induhjknt  yet  judicious  mother,  and  a  stead- 
fast FRIBND,  DIED  MaRCH  28,  1/92,  AGBD  42  TEARS. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  William  Evans, 

now  oi  Tavistock,  preached  here  for  some  months. 
The  successor  in  the  pastoral  office  was  Mr.  John 
Howel,  who  removed  to  Bridgwater  from  Yeovil 
about  the  close  of  the  year  1793.  Tliis  gentleman 
was  originally  designed  for  the  Church  of  England, 
but  found  himself  impelled  by  conscientious  motives 
to  prefer  the  Dissenting  ministry,  and  accordingly 
went  to  Carmarthen  for  his  academical  education. 
He  was  an  acceptable  preacher,  and  much  respected 
for  his  gentlemanly  manners.    His  sentiments  were 
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decidedly  UDitaiian,  and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  avow 

them.  After  residing  here  ten  years,  he  was  sud- 
denly called  to  his  reward;  his  remains  were  in- 
terred near  thoee  of  Mr.  Watson*  under  the  vestry. 

Alter  the  death  of  Mr.  Howel,  the  congregation 
were  supplied  a  short  time  by  Mr.  John  Jones.  The 
next  minister  was  Mr.  Houson^  of  whom  the  only 
information  I  can  obtain  is,  that  he  remained  at 
Bridgwater  till  1815*  and  then  quitted  both  the  town 
and  the  Dissenters  to  enter  the  Church.  Ho  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Tingcombe^  from  Newport*  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight*  formerly  one  of  Mr.  Belsham's  pupils 
at  Daveutry,  and  now  residing  at  Bristol,  to  which 
plaee  he  removed  to  become  minister  of  the  Frenchay 
congregation,  about  1826.  In  this  year  came  Mr. 
William  bleii  Browne,  who  had  been  a  short  time 
minister  at  Hull ;  he  received  part  of  his  education 
for  the  ministry  at  Wymondley;  in  consequence  of 
a  change  in  his  sentiments  he  removed  to  the  college 
at  York.  While  he  was  at  Bridgwater^  a  liturgy 
wan  introduced  for  the  use  of  this  society ;  but  it 
was  soon  relinquished.  In  the  month  of  August* 
1832,  Mr.  Browne  left  for  America*  where  he  hoped 
to  find  a  more  extensive  field  of  usefulness  and 
brighter  prospects  for  his  family.  The  respect  in 
which  he  was  lield  was  testiiied  on  his  removal  by 
two  public  addresses;  one  from  the  congregation* 
accompanied  by  a  subscription  purse;  and  one  from 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town,  accompanied  by  a 
handsome  piece  of  plate.* 

*  Unit.  Chrati.,  Vol  i.  p.  1^8. 
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Afltar  Mr.  Brownes  departure^  the  congregfttioii 

was  supplied  for  a  short  time  by  Mr.  Mortimer 
Maurice^  from  the  college  at  York.     When  this 
gentleman  left,  to  accept  an  inYitation  from  Chester, 
the  pastoral  ulfice  was  undertaken  by  Mr.  William 
James:,  who  had  been  educated  under  Mr.  Acton,  of 
Exeter,  and  spent  the  first  few  years  of  his  minis- 
tei  iai  life  at  Sidmouth.    He  has  the  happiness  of 
seeing  the  Bridgwater  congregation  continue  to  in* 
crease  in  numbers  and  zeal.    The  alterations  and 
improvements  in  the  chapel  iiuiicate  an  earnest- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  people  highly  satisfactory 
and  encouraging  to  their  minister.    They  also  su[>- 
port  a  fellowship  fund,  a  8unday*&chool  of  about 
one  hundred  children,  meeting  in  the  room  lately 
erected,  and  a  chapel  library,  which  by  a  wise  and 
benevolent  arrangement  has  been  made  available  to 
the  gratuitous  diffusion  of  knowledge  to  a  consider* 
able  extent.    We  have  only  to  add,  that  this  is,  un- 
questionably, one  of  those  congregations  with  regaid 
to  which  the  recollections  of  tlie  past,  so  far  from 
being  saddened,  are  rendered  in  a  high  degree 
pleasing,  by  the  prospects  of  the  future. 


/^(nfnttiSr 

John  Norman,  M.A   H>62 — 1675 

John  Oardkker   1(>7.5— 1682. 

John  Moorb   1679--17n. 

John  Moore,  Jun   1717—1747. 

Matthbw  Towoood   1747— 17i56. 
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Tbomas  Watson   1766— 17d8. 

JOBN  HOWBL    1798—1803. 

Hbnry  HOV8ON   1805—1815. 

John  Tinocombe   1815 — 1826. 

William  Steil  Browns    1826—1832. 

William  Jamjbs   1833. 


Mr.  John  Norman,  M.  A.,  was  educated  at  Exeter  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  was  at  first  servitor  to  Dr.  Conant,  the  worthy 
Rector.    He  had  good  natural  abilities,  and  bj  his  industry, 

and  the  blessing  ol"  CJod  on  tluit  good  Doctor's  instruction.s,  ac- 
quired a  considerable  stock  of  learning,  both  human  and  divine. 
He  removed  from  the  UniverBity  to  Bridgwater,  where  he  was 
vei7  wefhl  till  the  Bartholomew-Act  ^ected  hua.  He  wss  an 
acceptable  preacher,  and  a  man  of  exemplary  conversation; 
muck  respected  here^  and  in  all  the  western  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. 

In  addition  to  the  particulars  mentioned  in  the  preceding  his- 
taryf  the  following  are  fbond  in  the  Nonconformists'  Memorial. 
While  the  Judge  hmdled  Mr.  Norman  so  ronghljT)  he  with  great 
gravity  told  him,  that  a  liberal  edacation  at  the  Univerritj,  and 
the  holy  calling  of  the  ministry,  not  stained  with  any  nnworthy 
action,  merited  good  words  from  bis  liOrdship,  and  better  usage 
from  the  world.  The  Judge  seemed  the  more  intlumcd,  and 
ibe  more  bent  npon  pouring  on  him  all  possible  contempt.  Mr. 
Nonnan  then  said^  Sir,  joa  must  'ere  long  appear  befinre  a 
greater  Jndge,  to  give  an  aceonnt  of  your  own  actions^  and  to 
answer  for  railing  at  me,  the  servant  of  that  great  Judge."  As 
he  was  going  to  Uchester  Gaol,  the  officers  called  ut  the  High 
Sheriff's  bouse.  The  lady  of  the  mansion  began  to  upbraid  Mr. 
Norman,  and  after  other  words  said,  **  Where  is  your  God  now, 
that  he  suffers  jtm  to  be  carried  to  prison  ?"  Mr.  Nonnan 
asked  If  she  had  a  Bible  in  the  honse.   **  Yes  (said  she)  we  are 
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not  «o  hcathaniiih  as  to  be  without  a  Bible."  He  hemg  impor- 
tnoate  tat  odb,  a  Bible  wm  at  last  broogbt ;  and  be  mad  tbe 
following  worda:  Rejoice  not  against  me,  O  miue  enemy: 
wben  1  Ml  I  shall  arise  ;  when  I  sit  in  dafkneas,  the  Lord  shall 

be  a  light  unto  me.  I  will  b*  flio  indignation  of  (he  Ixm] 
because  1  have  sinned  against  him,  luitU  he  plead  my  c\ui-e  uud 
execute  judgment  for  me.  He  will  bring  me  forth  to  the  light, 
and  I  ihall  behold  bis  righteonmese.  Then  she  that  b  mine 
enemy  eball  see  it,  and  shame  shall  cover  her  who  said  nnto 
me,  Where  is  the  Lord  thy  God?  Mine  eyes  shall  behold  her: 
now  bliull  she  be  trodden  down  us  the  mire  in  the  street*?."* — 
The  lady,  struck  with  thusc  solemn  and  affecting  words,  imme- 
diately retired^  and  the  dealings  of  Uod  with  the  family  not 
long  after  made  this  curenmstance  remembered,  t — After  Mr. 
Norman's  release,  be  contlnned  preaching  in  private  some  years. 
He  went  occasionally  to  Bristol,  and  it  was  while  be  was  on  one 
of  his  journevs  that  ho  died.  His  age  was  about  li>.  XotwitU- 
standing  his  sufferings,  he  retained  an  e\  en  temper  to  the  last. 

fftirhs  :—Ci\^p<  of  Conscience;  to  whieh  an  Account  of  him 
is  prefixed  by  Mr.  W.  Cooper. — Christ's  Commission-Officer; 
an  Ordination  Sermon. — Christ  confessed  (written  in  prison). — 
Family  Govemois  exborted  to  Family  Godlmess. 


Mr.  .lOH.v  MooRR  was  bora  at  Mii>l>ary,  and  had  his  gnim- 
mar-leaniiug  at  Colyton.  At  the  usual  age  he  went  to  Brasen 
Noee  College,  Oxford.  Mr.  John  Prince,  Vicar  of  Berry  Pomeroy, 
(and  anthor  of  the  Worthies  of  Devon,)  mentions  bim  as  bis 
fellow-pupil,  onder  Mr.  T.  Adams.  Having  bad  episcopal  ordi- 
nation, he  officiated  at  Holnest  and  Long  Burton,  where  he  re- 
mained tiv'c  years  after  Biiriiiolomew  Day,  and  yet  wa.s  at  length 
as  much  silenced  by  the  Act  of  Uuiformity  as  if  he  had  been 

*  Micah  vii.  8—10. 

t  A  siBiilar  anccdole  has  been  related  in  rcftrenoe  to  Ifr.  Worts,  an 
ejected  tnlnitter  In  Norfolk. 
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«f eetod  bj  it  at  fint  Bong  intiiiiate  widi  Mvenl  ilknoed  miii* 
ifltersy.  he  ma  hj  degrees  oonvuiced  of  lue  oblig»doii»  to  join 
^m.   Bat  before  he  left  the  Churchy  he  met  with  mneh  tronble 

Gu  ac  cOTiTit  of  bis  not  practising  a  total  conformity.  Diuriug  his 
abode  at  Ottery,  he  was  employed  in  preaciiiug  to  the  people  ia 
the  country  round  uboaty  often  to  the  great  hazaid  of  his  penoo 
and  of  hia  life.  However^  he  providentiaU/  escaped ;  and  onoe 
veiy  remarkabl/y  when  he  fled  hasdl/  in  the  night  in  dreadful 
weather.  A  litUe  beforei  hia  persecutors  entered  hie  hotise  with 
great  violeuce,  and  ran  their  sworda  through  all  the  bedw,  in  ex- 
pectation either  of  discovering  or  destroying  iiim.  He  had  at 
thitf  time  seven  children,  one  of  whom,  (nflerwards  his  sncees- 
sor^)  being  very  jonng^  innocentljr  asked  his  mother,  on  occa- 
sion of  this  alanuy  whether  Aej  were  not  the  Philbdnes? 
Wlule  at  Ottery,  his  goods  were  once  seized  and  pnbliel  j  oried 
for  sale ;  but  nobody  would  buy  them,  and  they  were  restored. 
He  had  the  greatest  respect  shewn  him  while  he  continued  here; 
the  country  people  took  the  whole  management  id  his  little 
fitfrn,  besides  doing  many  other  aots  of  kindness. 

He'  maintained  an  even,  ohaerM  temper  nnder  aU  the  hard- 
sliips  of  the  dark  times,  was  very  pleasant  in  convemtion,  and 
ol  H  most  peaceable  spirit.  He  fwith  Mr.  Weeks,  of  Bristol, 
and  Mr.  A.  Sinclalre,  who  fled  thitlu  r  from  Watcrford,  in  ire- 
laud,  to  escape  the  rage  of  the  Papists,  in  the  reign  of  King 
James)  encouraged  the  nunisters  of  Somerset  first,  and  those  of 
Devon  afterwaids,  to  assemble  together  in  stated  meetiDgs,  to 
maintain  order,  miion,  and  peace.  He  diligently  attended  the 
assemblies  in  Somerset,  and  sometimes  even  in  his  old  age 
travelled  to  those  held  in  Exeter.  He  was  aiiiicted  many  years 
with  the  stone.  In  his  last  painful  sickness,  his  patience  and  se- 
renity of  mind  were  truly  admirable.  And  so  well  was  he  forti* 
fled  against  what  is  to  nature  the  most  shocking,  that  few,  if  any, 
have  been  known  to  meet  death  with  lees  concern,  or  a  greater 
composure  of  spirit.  He  died  Aug.  2o,  1717,  aged  7").  His 
fdneral  sennon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Batsou,  of  1  amiton.  He 
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left  two  8onB  in  tbe  mimstiy  amoiig  the  Dutaentera;  one  at 
Bridgwater^  tlie  other  at  Alnngdoii. 

H^orks: — Refonaation  Sermon  at  Bridgwater  in  1098,  on 

Rom.  xiii.  8. — An  Answer  to  Mr.  Matthew  Hold's  Leltera  cou- 
oeming  the  GUb  and  Fomm  of  Prajrer. 

Mr.  Matthew  Towgood  was  the  aou  of  the  celebrated  Mi- 
caijah  Towgood.  He  does  not  appear  to  h»ve  been  settled  as  a 
Diseeuling  minister  before  he  went  to  Bridgwater.    Here  he 

continued  about  mx  yvdv^  ;  uiid  <>ii  leaving  the  town  he  ((ultted 
the  ministry',  engaged  in  hucsiucss,  and  subi>et^ucutl^  became 
an  eminent  banker  in  London.    It  is  to  this  gentleman  thnt 
Mr.  MamuDg  alludes  in  the  following  pas^iaph  in  the  lilii 
of  his  £ither :  **  In  the  monib  of  Jannary^  1791,  the  strength  of 
bis  religions  principles  was  severely  tried  by  the  death  of  his 
only  son,  Matthew  Towgood,  Esq.,  uf  London,  in  the  sixtieth 
j  enr  of  his  age.    He  \va«  a  gentleman  of  disiinguUhed  public 
spirit  and  ardour  of  mind,  aud  zealously  engaged  in  various  un- 
dertakings in  which  the  advantage  and  iiononr  of  the  Protestant 
Dissenters  were  conoemed.    The  venerable  parent  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  his  sou  pass  throngh  the  various  scenes  of 
life  with  great  credit  and  usefnhiess,  and  clo.se  it  as  became  the 
expectant  of  a  better  world ;  and  he  had  btiii  the  couilbrt  of 
observing  his  desceudauts  111  ling  useful  and  important  stations 
in  life^  and  entertaining  the  cheerful  hope  that  there  would  be 
some,  in  future  geneiationsy  who  would  inherit  his  piinciplesy 
be  zealous  supporters  of  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
and  jnllars  in  the  house  of  (iod  when  he  should  be  laid  m  ilie 
dust.  "  *   A  late  number  of  the  Christian  Reformer  mentions  the 
death,  at  Cardifl,  on  February  28,  183i},  of  William  Towgood, 
.£sq.,  aged  seventy- six,  one  of  the  grandsons  of  the  R,ev.  Mi- 
caijah  Towgood,  and  himself  an  enlightened  and  zealous  ifiend 
of  civil  aud  ruligioos  liberty. 

.*  Mannlog^a  Ule  of  Towgood,  p.  84. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Watson  was  a  native  of  Kettering,  in  Xorrli 
Rinptonshirc.     He  received  the  firat  ]»Hrt  of  liis  e<lnc:»Jiou  at 
Kibvrorth,  in  lieicestershire,  under  Mr,  ullerwards  Dr.,  Aikin. 
His  stodiea  for  the  miniatr^  were  mperiuteDded  by  Dr.  Dod- 
dridge, in  the  Acadeinj  at  Northampton.   In  the  jear  1748,  ho 
settled  with  a  email  eongregution  at  Coleford,  under  the  Mendip 
Hills, — a  place  associated  in  many  liberal  minds  with  the  names 
and  the  lul)ourr>  of  Billingsley,  Stogdou,  an<l  Foster.    Mr.  Wat- 
son preached  bis  farewell  sermon  at  C'oleford,  August  3,  1755, 
and  was  ordained  at  Bridgwater  Sept.  24,  in  the  same  year. 
ISght  jeara  afterwards  he  married  Miss  Marj  Codrington,  whose 
earij  death  is  noticed  in  (he  inscription  in  the  preceding  pages. 
Mrs.  Watsun  left  four  cldldren,  the  yonngest  of  whom  died  in 
171)2;  the  others  still  survive.    The  subject  of  this  memoir  died 
on  Tuesday,  the  fifth  of  March,  17U3,  having  preached  the  pre- 
ceding Lord's  day  with  more  than  nsoal  vigonr.   Abont  eight 
o*dock  on  the  Monday  evening  he  was  seized  hy  paky,  and  at 
half-past  ten  the  next  morning  expired,  nmversalljr  hunented 
and  universally  respected. 

The  above  particiilurs  I  have  gathered  from  Mr.  Watson's 
funeral  sermon,  by  Dr.  Toulmiu.  For  those  which  follow  I  am 
indebted  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine. 

His  knowledge  was  extensive,  and  he  had  a  particnlar  fond- 
ness and  taste  for  polite  literature,  espeotslly  for  poetry.  In  his 
sentiments  he  was  liberal,  and  that  liberality  was  united  with 
the  most  prrfect  candour  towarJ.s  ihonie  who  differed  from  liiin. 
lu  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duty  he  was  constant,  faithful, 
and  affectionate;  and  his  discoozies  eminently  pathetic.  His 
whole  condttct  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  was  snch  as  to  pro* 
core  him  the  nniversal  respect  and  regard  of  his  congregation, 
and  to  render  his  loss  deeply  regretted.  The  esteem  he  was 
held  in  wan  not  confined  to  his  own  society,  or  to  persons  of  His 
own  religious  profession,  lu  his  private  character  he  was 
amiable  in  the  highest  degree.  None  conld  excel  him  in  the 
tenderness  of  his  affections  as  a  husband,  and  as  a  &ther.  Be- 


Digitized  by  Google 


190 


BRIDGWATER. 


nevoleoee  vrms  the  characteriBtic  of  hia  soul^  and  appeared  in 
every  cinnuDatanee  of  lua  life.  All  who  knew  hun  will  teatif/ 
to  his  simple  and  honeat  ohaneter,  to  his  piona  feeliog  and  np« 

right  mind.  In  bis  friendships  he  was  sincere  and  ardent,  and 
one  friend  he  had  with  whom  he  wa^  invariably  and  most  affec- 
tionately couuected  during  a  period  of  forty-uine  yeans.  Thi^ 
friend  (Dr.  Kippia)  paya  this  unfeigned  tribute  of  his  esteem  and 
love  to  hia  memory  with  an  humble  hope  that  their  mntnal 
firtendBhip^  though  now  intermpted  by  deaths  will  not  finally 
be  broken,  but  revive  in  a  better  world." 
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*'TnB  fiver  Tone,  gliding  thiougli  a  nucesdon  of  rich  mesfb  and 
pudires,  imparts  to  a  1aig«  district,  formiiig  one  of  the  most  beaitifol 
dens  or  falleys  in  the  ooiinty»  the  distinguishing  uppcUation  of  TVrwM/ofi 

Dean^  whereon  Drayton,  in  the  third  song  of  hia  Polyolbiou,  patiscs 
tlus  encuiniuin, 

*  What  eare  so  esaptjr  is  that  hath  not  heard  the  sooud 

*  Of  3hiMlsa*«  frnflfnl  Dtmf  not  matcht  bj  aiif  gimmd."* 

COLLimON. 

The  town  stands  on  t)ie  great  road  leading  from  the  Land's  End 
in  Cornwall  to  the  north  of  England,  lying  between  Exeter  and  Bridg- 
witer»  thirty-tlifce  miles  north  east  of  the  former  and  eleven  miles 
sonth  of  the  latter.  The  situation  rendering  it  the  thoroughfare  from 
Bristol  and  Bath  to  Exeter  and  Plymouth,  it  is  enlivened  with  a  con- 
tmul  sueoessSon  of  traveUers. 

TiMintoo  has  ever  been  a  principal  town  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 
Before  the  modern  improvements  were  introduced  it  was  deemed  well 
buHt.  Its  streets  are  spacious,  and  as  it  spreads  over  a  considerable 
extent  of  ground,  the  houses  even  in  the  middle  of  it,  are  generally 
liimished  with  good  outlets  and  gardens.— Toulmin. 

Population  in  1811,— 6W;  in  1821,— 8534  j  in  1831,— 11.13». 
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The  worshipers  in  this  ])inlding  are  amoug  the 
descendants  of  the  two  oldest  Dissenting  congrega- 
tions in  the  town — ^the  Baptist  and  the  Pre8h3rterian« 
A  society  of  the  former  denomination  existed  here 
80  long  since  as  the  year  1646,  and  was  one  of  the 
numerous  churches  formed  about  that  time  in  the 
county  of  Somerset. 

Mr.  Thomas  Burgess  was  one  of  the  earliest  mi- 
nisters ;  he  is  mentioned  in  Crosby  s  interesting  list 
of  "Baptist  Ministers  who  remained  steadfast 
though  they  were  often  imprisoned.**  TTie  follow- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Collier  (who  probably 
filled  the  office  of  messenger  in  the  church,  an  office 
still  maintained  by  the  General  Baptist  Assem])ly,) 
illustrates  the  zeal  and  spirit  of  the  denomination 
nearly  two  centuries  ago. 

To  ihe  SttSnii  m  <&e  order  4md  fiMomnkip  of  the  gospel  m 
Taunton. 

Your  dear  I)roiJi<  r,  I'nOMAS  CoLLiKR,  dtiiretii  the  increase  of 
yrace^  and  peace  from  God  ihe  Father  and  from  our  lA  JjisUS 

Christ. 

Dmr  Dretluren  and  SisterSy 

I  have  not  liad  an  opportunity  of  writing  uuto 
^'ou  uU  uow,  altho'  my  spirit  iiath  beea  up  to  the  Xjord  ibr  /on 

•  Cimhy'a  History  of  the  Baptists,  Vol.  iii.  p.  52.  Sec  also  Appendix  to 
Vol.  i.,  OOQiaiuing  the  oonfesaion  of  faith  of  the  Somerset^liire  churches 
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continnallj.  The  Lord  hath  manifested  his  presence  with  me 
exceedingly  in  my  journey.  I  desire  the  Lord  to  raise  y  hearts 
in  thankfulness.  He  hath  gathered  saints  in  Pool  by  me. 
Fourteen  took  up  the  ordinance  at  once ;  there  is  like  to  be  a 
great  work,  and  I  confirmed  the  churches  in  other  places.  I  am 
not  yet  got  so  far  as  London  ;  but  I  shall  I  expect  to-morrow. 
Dearly  beloved,  my  desire  and  prayer  to  our  Father  on  your 
behalf  is,  that  you  may  live  above,  and  then  souls  will  not 
want  comfort ;  aud  my  exhortat"  to  you  is,  to  wait  upon  the 
Lord  in  his  own  way,  and  not  to  look  forth  into  the  world  ;  there 
is  bread  enough  in  your  Father's  house ;  there  he  hath  promised 
bis  presence.  Tho*  you  seem  to  want  gifts,  yet  you  shall  not 
want  the  presence  of  y^  Father,  y  Jesus,  if  you  wait  upon  him. 
The  unlimited  power  of  the  Presbyter'  is  denied  them,  of  which 
you  shall  have  more  shortly.  I  desire  to  be  remembered  to  all 
my  friends  with  you,  and  at  present  rest 

Your  dear  brother  in  the  faith  and  fellowship  of  the  f/ospel, 

Thomas  Collier. 
Gilford,  Ap.  20y  ](y4(i.  v-«t>.,,  ),\ 

I  shall  see  you  as  speedily  as  possible  I  may.  « 

The  first  Presbyterian  society  was  formed  soon 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity.  Its 
ministers  were  Mr.  George  Newton,  ejected  from 
St.  Mary  Magdalene's,  Taunton,  and  Mr.  George 
Hammond,  from  Trinity  and  St.  Peter,  Dorchester. 
In  the  year  1672  they  built  a  meeting-house,  but 
in  the  confusion  which  followed  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth's rebellion,  the  seats,  stairs,  and  galleries, 
were  torn  up  and  made  into  a  bonfire.  The  build- 
ing itself  was  allowed  to  remain,  though  not  without 
an  attempt  to  convert  it  into  a  workhouse.*    In  the 

•  Nonconformists'  Memorial  and  Toulmin's  History  of  Taunton, 
Savage's  edition,  in  which  see  memoirs  of  all  ministers  of  Paul's  meeting. 
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year  1667,  the  PsresbyteriaBs  of  Taunton,  whose 

seal  on  behalf  of  a  cliaugc  in  the  government  had 
meanwhile  brought  on  them  the  most  dreadful  cft- 
lamities,  again  assembled  and  chose  as  their  pastors 
IVIr.  Emanuel  Hartiord  and  Mr.  Matthew  Warren. 
These  gentlemen  died  in  the  year  1706,  within  two 
months  of  each  other,  and  were  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Iklmund  Batson,  during  whose  ministry  those  mem* 
bera  who  inclined  to  Arianism^  or  had  actually 
cL(lo[ite(l  it,  seceded.  It  was  also  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
Batson  that  Mr.  Grove  and  Mr.  James  conducted*  at 
Taunton,  their  seminary  for  the  education  of  young 
men  for  the  ministry, — an  institution  which  tended 
considerably  to  strengthen  the  Dissenting  cause  in 
the  town  and  neighbourhood.* 

The  original  congregation  gradually  acquired  the 
appellation  Indq^endent,  and  continued  to  worship 
in  the  old  meeting^iouse  till  the  1797,  when  the 
present  spacious  and  handsome  building  called,  like 
the  first,  **  Paul  8  Meeting,**  was  erected  on  the 
same  site.f 

*  Ifr.  Grove  died  fn  1737.  la Pinl't  OMfting (here  li  eteUet  to  Iris 
memory*  wtth  a  kng  latiii  fntctiptioii*  giving  a  fidl  sooomit  of  Us  peredl- 
sge,  public  offices,  and  clliniCler<p— See  Toulmin's  Histnry. 

In  rcfrrrnro  to  the  connexion  of  the  Taunton  Nonconfonnists  'w^th  the 
cclcbratud  ia8urrection»  1  caxuiot  refrain  from  quoting  tlie  di^lowuig 
passage : — 

(*  From  Chard,  Moamouth  and  htH  party  proceeded  to  Xaimton,  a  town 
erhere^  ^rell  for  the  tenour  of  former  oocimeiioeib  et  from  tlie  aed  bdA 
awaber  of  tbe  ftolestaat  Dimenftm  who  ibnned  a  greet  poitkni  ef  ile 
inhabitants,  be  had  every  reason  to  eipect  the  most  fhvom«ble  recepHoo. 

His  eapecCations  were  not  disappointed.  The  inhabitants  of  the  uppir 
as  well  as  of  the  lower  classes,  vied  with  each  other  in  testifying  their 

admiration  for  his  j)er!«on,  and  their  zcnl  for  his  cansc.  While  th»>  latter 
rent  the  air  with  apjihuist  s  aiirl  acclamations,  the  fonner  opened  their 
houses  to  him  and  to  hu  ioUowerS|  and  furnished  liis  army  with  necessaries 
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Of  the  history  of  the  oldest  society — the  Bapdsts — 

there  are  but  few  particulars.  The  members  of  it 
built*  and  were,  for  a  long  time,  the  only  worship- 
f  rs  in,  the  Mary  Street  chapel.  Their  first  meet- 
ing-house was  erected,  at  a  very  early  period,  near 
the  spot  on  which  the  present  building  stands. 
The  date  of  the  latter  is  1721 ;  and  its  good  size 
and  handsome  appearance  indicate  that  the  congre- 
gation, by  whoee  unaided  exertions  it  was  built, 
was  at  that  time  numeroius  and  wealthy.  liie  roof 
ia  aiqpiiorted  by  two  Corinthian  pillars  ;  the  pulpit 
and  stair-ease  are  enriched  with  elegantly  carved- 
work,  and,  as  well  as  the  fronts  of  the  pews  and 
galleries,  made  of  Flemish  oak.  Before  the  chapel  is 
an  area  9  feet  wide,  and  behind  it  a  burial  ground  in 
which  are  interred  the  remains  of  some  of  the  most 
f  espeofeable  iamiUes  in  the  town.  Among  the  lib^ 
ral  supporters  of  the  cause  in  the  last  centuiy,  were 

and  supplies  of  every  kind.  His  way  was  strewed  with  flowers .  the 
niiifcww  wot  thronged  with  spectators,  «B  mndon  to  pwtic^Mle  in  what 
the  warn  MinpcftlM  moment  iMde  them  dem  HmlwMMii 
pointed  (Mst  to  thdr  wives,  motheia  to  ttieir  children,  the  brave  and  lovely 
hero,  who  was  destined  to  be  the  deliverer  of  his  country.  The  beautlAd 
lines  which  Drydcn  makes  Achitophel  in  his  highest  strain  of  flattery, 
apply  to  this  unfortunate  nobleman  were,  in  this  instance,  literally 
verified : 

*  Thee^  8Mrlevr»  ihee^  the  nation's  vow  oomfcrn, 

'  And  never  ratisficd  with  seeing,  bless, 

*  Swift  unbrspoVen  pomps  thy  steps  proclaim, 

*  And  stamwering  babes  are  taught  to       thy  name.' 

In  the  midst  of  tfaMO  joyous  scenes,  twenty-aix  yoong  maid^  of  the  best 
lemili^  in  the  town,  presented  him,  in  Uie  name  of  their  townsmen,  with 

colours  •wTOught  hy  tbcm  for  the  purpose,  niid  with  a  Biblo,  upon  rfveiv- 
ing  which  )iL  aaid,  that  he  h;ii\  tnkon  tin.'  tkld  with  a  to  dc  kwid  the 

truth  coiiUmed  in  that  book,  und  to  seal  it  with  hia  blood  it  there  was 
occaiuon.  — C.  J.  Fox's  History  qf  the  Rtign     Jama  thi  Second,  p.  229. 

o2 


Digitized  by  Google 


196 


TAUNTON. 


Mr.  Samuel  Noble  and  Mrs.  Jane  Noble;  the  former, 

in  the  year  1745,  bequeathed  to  the  congregation 
a  valuable  service  of  plate  for  the  eommimion ;  the 
latter,  in  1777,  added  to  this  legacy  a  pair  of  silver 
candlesticks  with  snuU'ers  and  dkh.* 

The  Baptist  congregaticm  appears  to  have  declin- 
ed  before  the  end  of  the  last  century.  Nor  did  the 
talents  and  exertions  of  Dr.  Touimin  and  Mr.  Job 
David>  much  as  they  were  esteemed,  produce  a  per* 
manent  revival,  in  Taunton,  as  in  most  places^ 
where  Dissenters  abounded^  the  spirit  ai  peiaeco^ 
tion  raged  during  the  French  Bevolution,  and 
proved  particularly  detrimental  to  the  cause  of  Uni- 
tarianism.  Dr.  Toulmio,  we  are  told«  "  ezperi^ced 
unremitted  insult  and  inisrepresention.  At  one 
time  Paine  was  burnt  in  efiiigy  before  bis  door^  and 
but  for  the  interference  of  particular  friends,  he 
himself  would  have  undergone  a  similar  late.  The 
house  of  an  interested  neighbour  was  so  closely 
connected  with  his^  that,  to  save  himself,  he  em- 
ployed all  his  influence  to  save  the  Doctors  pre- 
mises from  the  devouring  flames.  But  altbou^ 
the  persecuting  spirit  was,  in  this  instance,  repelled, 
it  succeeded,  afterwards,  in  breaking  the  windows 
of  his  house  in  every  direction  in  which  they  could 
be  assailed.  And  even  after  he  had  been  obliged, 
f<Hr  the  sake  of  peace,  to  quit  his  abode  and  consent 
to  the  relinquishment  of  a  concern  (the  trade  of  a 
bookseller)  in  which  Mrs,  Touimin  had  been  long 
engaged*  he  was  still  insecure  and  was  poisoned 

•  TDiUvin'a  Uiitory  ol  Ikiiiitaii.   Savage's  Ifiditiom  p.  ISi. 
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with  the  bitterest  rancour.  One  evening  a  large 
stone  was  aimed  at  his  head,  through  the  study 
window,  where  he  was  sitting,  with  an  evident  in- 
tention to  strike  a  mortal  blow.  His  agitation  of 
spirits  on  this  occasion  was  excessive^  because  the 
act  manifested  such  determined  malice.  His  bed^ 
ro(Nn  windows  were  nightly  beset ;  nor  can  any  one 
say  what  fetal  event  would  have  occurred,  if  a  pro- 
fessional friend  had  not  taken  up  his  cause,  and« 
cdlecting  a  few  more  to  assist  him,  watched  these 
midnight  foes,  who  finding  they  were  thus  watched, 
at  length,  through  fear,  desisted."*  This  extract 
shews  the  state  of  feeling  in  Taunton  at  the  close  of 
the  last  century. — It  is  not  surprising  that  during 
the  continuance  of  a  "  Church  and  King'  reign  of 
terror,  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  Societies,  whose 
sentiments  had  long  been  alike  on  points  of  the 
greatest  importance,  did  not  both  flourish.    So  long 

*  Letter  from  Binningham  qootad  by  BcT.  I.  Woffttejr  ia  hiaioraioiiOB 

the  drath  of  Dr.  TonlTnin. 

A  friend  of  the  author  of  this  work  thu8  writes,  in  reft  ret  cc  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  Taunton  congregation  at  thia  period : — "  I  was  there  in  the 
midst  of  the  storm.  Dr.  Toulmin  experienced  the  gireatest  persecution. 
Td  be  teianlf  dadand  Ui  poUltaa  ftBttnenM  boOi  In  tlw  pulpit  and 
oBt  of  it  A  littte  knot,  wbom  Uie  wcfld  caUod  daoiocnt^,  wed  to  matt 
inlhe  svaning  and  talk  upon  thaw  natlan^  and  Knnetimea  yn  played  and 
aaog '  Ca  <ra'  aiid  fta  Manattoia  kyma  sooal  antbiidaitteally^^ 
good  Doctor.'* 

"The  very  excellent  and  conscientious  Mr.  Ward,  who  had  lately  re- 
signed his  office  as  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation,  notwith- 
standinor  all  hi-  uRt  kiu  ss  and  caution,  and  the  high  respect  m  which  he 
was  univcrsaUy  huid,  had  hia  windows  smashed  because  he  woidd  not  pot 
candlealato  them  mi  tka  oocaaion  of  aooii  vfctory  obtakiad  in  tlia  Vnath 
Wftr.  Wken  kia  good  wife  entreated  him  to  oomply  witk  the  custom,  hia 
aoRiir  naoiiMrtad  a  awn  Hiwr*  nanal  detannination  not  to  deviate  a  laUlr'a 
kreadth  from  what  he  deemed  the  path  of  duty,—*  My  dear,  doat  thou 
tUnk  that  r  Witt  dmnn  my  aoid  ky  ao  wicked  B  oompUance  r 
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as  they  continued  separate,  the  chief  if  not  the  only 
ground  of  difference  between  them  wafi  the  mode  of 
administering  Baptism,  and  this  was  wisely  lost 
sight  of  in  proportion  as  their  opinions  on  other 
subjects  became  more  decided  and  more  impopular. 
About  two  years  aftor  the  retirement  of  Mr,  David, 
the  congregation  in  Mary  Street  chose  a  Peedo- 
baptist  minister,  the  Rev.  H.  Davies,  LUD., 
educated  under  Mr.  Bretland,  nt  l^xeter,  and  at 
Manchester  College,  York.  In  the  year  1814  a 
society  of  Calvinistic  Baptists  was  fonned  in  the 
town,  to  which  all  who  have  adopted  their  distin- 
guishing ordinance  have  since  attached  themsdves, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Bev.  R.  Horsey. 
These  circumstances  tended  to  lessen  the  desirable- 
ness of  appropriating  the  chapel  in  Maiy  Street 
exclusively  to  the  iis<'  of  Baptists;  and  as  the  Pres- 
byterian meeting-house  in  Tancred  Street  was  about 
this  time,  1815,  in  a  ruinous  condition,  it  was  taken 
duvvn,  the  site  converted  into  a  burial  ground,  and 
the  two  congregalions  united  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Dr.  Henry  Davies. 

I  have  now  to  give  some  account  of  the  Presby- 
terian congregation.  It  originated  in  a  secession 
from  PauFs  meeting  in  1732,  soon  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Amory  to  assist  old  Mr.  Batson.  By 
Mr.  Amory  and  his  friends  it  was  natarally  expect- 
ed that  Mr.  Bat.soii  would  relinquish  part  of  his 
salary,  but  this  he  refused  to  do,  and,  consequently, 
gave  much  dissatisfiicticm.  The  attaohiaeiit  to  Mr. 
Amory,  among  those  who  expected  the  relinquish- 
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ment«  was  increased  by  the  talents  that  gentle- 
man, his  superior  liberality  on  religious  sutgectsi^ 
and  the  Chriatian  candour  with  which  he  avowed 

his  opinions.  His  friends  boon  built  a  new  meetings 
Imiae  in  Tanered  Street,  where  bq  officiated  till  his 
TOBMwal  to  London.  It  was  a  neat  building  33  feet 
in  front  and  50  feet  in  depth,  having  an  area  before 
it  planted  with  a  row  of  lime  trees.  Here  the  woiv 
shipers  of  one  God  the  Father  were  long  favoured 
with  the  services  of  Mr.  John  Ward ;  and,  after  his 
removal^  with  those  of  Mr,  Broadhurst  and  Mr. 
Fenner.  The  reader  will  find  a  memoir  of  Mr. 
Ward  in  connexion  with  the  history  of  the  society 
at  YeoTi]*  Mr.  Broadhurst  removed  to  Bath>  where 
he  still  resides;  he  lias  had  no  ministerial  charge 
aVAce  he  resigned  bis  ofike  as  Pastor  of  the  congre* 
gation  in  that  city.  Mr.  Fenner  was  bom  in 
London,  baptized  by  Dr.  Gibbons,  educated  at 
Daventry^  and  settled^  firsts  at  Bicester;  second^  at 
Chowbent;  third,  at  Devises;  fburth,  at  Taunton; 
and,  fifth,  at  Kenilworth ;  he  died  at  Taunton,  Nov, 
1833,  in  the  eighty*third  year  of  his  age.  The 
Presbyterian  society  in  Taunton  was,  at  the  time 
of  its  removal  to  Mary  Street,  highly  respectable, 
and  numbered  among  its  members,  a  few  of  the 

must  influential  inluibitants  of  the  town, — gentlemen 
who  have  long  been  distinguished  for  their  adhe- 
rence to  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and 
their  promotion  of  public  and  praiseworthy  objects. 

Twenty  years  have  now  elisps^d  sinc^  the  oon- 
gregatiouB  were  united.  No  differanoe  exists  on 
doctrinal  subjects ;  and  the  attendants  at  the  chapel 
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are  still  numerouB.  In  the  year  1896  fliey  sub- 
scribed six  hundred  pounds  to  repair  and  beautify 
their  house  of  prayer  and  to  erect  an  organ.  At 
the  same  time  they  engaged  a  second  minister,  the 
Kev.  T.  W.  Horsfield,  of  Lewes,  and  on  the  re-open- 
ing of  the  chapel  commenced  a  regular  Sunday 
evening  service.  A  few  months  afterwards  Dr. 
Davies  retired  altogether  from  the  pulpit,  and  his 
friends  elected,  as  his  successor,  the  Bev.  J.  G. 
Teggin,  who  still  conducts  the  services  on  one  part 
of  the  Lord's  day. 

There  are  finir  tablets  in  the  ehapel  with  inserip* 
tions  to  the  memory  of  five  members  of  the  family 
of  Noble ;  three  of  the  femiiy  of  Capon ;  Lieutenant 
K.  Smith,  nephew  of  Dr.  Toulmin ;  and  Mrs.  Davies, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Davies,  minister  of  the  congr^tionw 
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TANCRED  StRBBT. 

Thomas  Amory  ^.-^v  1732—1759. 

John  Ward   ....^•^.•^.♦>;  1759—1793. 

^.JThomas  Broadhujwx  1793—1706. 
Jf^J^yp^^^f^ni^         .. 1795^1815. 

*  MARY  STRBBT. 

THOMiUlWBINNBI..';..   1688—1790. 

^  ^SiwBPS  JBFfBISS    171 7_ 1 746. 

Richard  Harrison,  A.M^*,^...,.'^  1746—1764. 
^  Joshua  Toulmin,  D.D. 1764—1803. 

Job  David   1803—1808. 

Hrt^EV  Dlvnte,LL:i):.....'...::...  1810-1827. 

J.  O.  noinif    1828— 
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Thomas  Whimzski.  whs  invited  to  Tamiton  from  Briatol. 
Ue  entered  on  the  work  of  the  miuiatrjr  at  tlie  age  of  22,  and 
continued  in  it  npwsrds  of  40  jtm.  His  whole  eoui  was  en- 
gaged in  saving  and  instructing  bisftUow-cieatnies ;  to  do  them 
good  he  wiOingly^  suf^red  penecQtirasy  ffaiesy  and  imprisomnents. 
He  betook  himself  earlj  to  the  study  of  the  Scripturee,  and 
adhered  to  it  to  the  last,  by  which  meaus  he  became  ikiiiiliarly 
acquainted  with  the  word  of  God.  Hi^  religion,  as  he  did  not 
place  it  in  little  niceties  and  singnlarities,  was  far  from  bigotry 
or  enthnsiasm ;  nor  did  he  think  that  it  obliged  him  to  a  stiff 
starch  behavionry  to  a  demurs  look^  or  an  unsodabls,  sullen 
resenre ;  bat  an  agreeable  mixture  of  cheerfulness  and  gravity 
sat  in  his  at^pect.  He  was  singularly  seviceable  to  the  town  of 
Taunton  and  generally  beloved.  His  mind  was  always  calm 
and  serene:  especially  did  his  peace  abound  when  he  came 
within  view  of  death.  Mr.  Lucas,  of  Trowbridge,  paid  the 
usual  tribute  to  his  memory  on  the  Sunday  after  his  intennent 
He  published  one  senuoUa  entitled  "  The  Best  Portion/'  preach- 
ed at  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Mary  Steed,  in  the  city  of  Exon, 
November  16,  1699.   4to  « 

J06KPH  JBFFBIE8,  a  native  of  Taunton,  was  oidained  eo- 
pastor  with  Mr*  Whinnel,  in  1717.  On  the  death  of  his  col- 
league, he  undertook  tiie  sole  charge  of  the  congregation,  which 
he  retained  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  remarka- 
ble for  jiu'ty,  zeal  iu  prumotiug  religiorij  and  affahilitj  and  libe- 
rality to  the  poor.  Towards  the  close  of  his  life,  he  was  led  by 
inquiry  and  reflection  into  a  conviction  that  the  Calvinistio 
sentiments  he  had  to  that  tune  preached,  were  nol  authorized 
by  the  Scnptures.  Nor  did  he  rest  satisfied  with  having  altered 
his  own  views ;  he  displayed  his  candour  and  integrity  by  an 
avowal  Irum  the  pulpit  of  his  clmrige,  and  by  his  endeavours 
to  lead  his  people  into  what  he  believed  to  be  the  truth.  He 

*  Abrulgetl  from  Toulmin's  Uittory  of  Taim(oii»  p.  185. 
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died  in  Uie  year  174^  and  his  fonerel  aefmon  uss  pfeMhed  by 

ftlher  of  Dr.  Joeeph  JefbUm,  aonie  tune  pMlor  of  the  Baptiet 
Churcli,  Pinners'  Hall|  Loudon,  and  professor  of  Civil  Law  at 
Gresham  College. 

Richard  Harrison  was  a  native  of  the  city  of  York,  and 
the  jOQDgeBt  of  twelvo  children.  His  father  was,  fur  many 
jearsy  a  member  of  the  Eetablished  Church  and  intended  his 
eldett  eon  for  its  miiustry ;  hut  afterwards  joined  the  Disaentera* 
Mr.  Harrison  was  ednoated  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh^  and 
Bpeut  the  first  yeans  of  his  public  ministry,  partly  at  Newington 
Green,  when  he  was  librarian  at  Dr.  Williams's  library  ,  and 
partly  at  Colchester.  He  was  afterwards  miniatpjr  of  a  F«edo* 
baptist  congregation  at  Oxford^  whence  he  was  driven  by  rude- 
ness and  Ingotiy*  He  then  lemoved  to  Thames  fhoogh  he  had 
previously  avowed  his  addition  of  the  practice  of  Adnlt  Bap* 
tisrn,  and  the  people  liberally  dispensed  with  the  ministerial 
fonctious  which  he  could  not  etjaricientiousl)'  perform.  From 
lliame  he  removed  to  Moreton  Hampstead  and  Irom  that  place 
to  Bridgwater,  whence  he  was  invited  to  Taantony  where  he 
oontinned  oghteen  yean,  till  1764,  when  he  generously  resigned 
to  make  room  for  Dr.  Tovlmin.  Snbseqnently  he  Uved  at 
Nulsworth,  Tewkesbury,  Liverpool,  and  Leek,  in  Staffordshire, 
officifttinff  in  each  place  to  a  congregation  of  Ptedobaptists, 
and  obtaining  a  large  share  of  respect  and  affectioa*  At  Lieek 
he  became  incapacitated  for  public  services  by  a  paralytic 
stroke.  He  theA  rettuned  to  his  native  place^  where  he  died 
in  US},  between  seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age.  His  publi- 
cations were  **A  letter  in  the  White-hall  Evening  I'ost,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1747,  to  the  author  of  the  Dissenting  Geialemau's 
Letter  to  Mr.  White,"  and  in  the  same  year  "  An  Address  to  the 
President  of  the  Foundling  Hospital^  signed  Veraz^  on  the 
subject  of  lulaut  Baptism.''  Though  not  popular  as  a  preacher^ 
his  sermons  were  judicious  and  instructive ;  he  was  a  man  of 
the  greatest  «mpUcity  and  integrity,  and  constantly  manifested 
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timt  charily  which  "  thinketh  no  eviL"    8o  pure  and  ■fifg 
wore  Mb  virtnoai  ftffMtkai*  thst  a  gtntf—an  who  knmr  mh- 
Uiid  and,  hs  woiM  lidier  km  Mr«  HMnrkon't 
Bmoq's  head.* 

De.  Toulmin. — No  name  is  better  entitled  to  a  conspicuous 
and  honourable  place  in  the  annals  ol'  Disseut  than  that  of  Dr. 
Tooimiu.  Hia  zeal,  judgment,  act^uircments,  literary  produc- 
dona,  miniatarial  aarvioaSy  amiable  and  tmi/  Christian  diapoai- 
ttooy  all  pronq^t  a  more  tbaa  common  tribate  to  bia  memoij. 
Anxiona  to  do  jeatice  to  ao  mtereatmg  » life,  and  ao  beantifiil  a 
cbaneter,  whicb  conM  only  be  faitbfblly  d^Uneajlad  by  thoee  who 
were  perguually  acquainted  with  them,  1  nhall  borrow  largely 
Irom  the  language  of  his  highly  respected  (X)Ueagae.  f 

Joshua  Toidmin  waa  bom  in  London,  May  1 1,  1740.  How 
mncb  be  owed  to  tbe  eaie  beatowed  upon  bim  b/  bia  paienlsi 
bia  own  teatimoBj  expraaaed.  Amidat  a  thooaand  bleaamga 
for  wbiob,  in  fetare  life,  he  acknowledged  b»  obligation  to  bow 
before  the  Father  of  mercies,  ho  deemed  this  the  first  and  great- 
est,  that  in  youthful  years  he  felt  the  power  and  was  led  to  obey 
the  dictates  of  religion.  He  was  aent,  for  bia  olaaaioal  edoca- 
tioD,  to  St  Ptonl'a  School,  wbeie  be  remained  aeven  jean.  He 
waa  then  ramOFed  to  tbe  academy  imder  the  ebaige  of  Mr; 
Jemiinga  and  Dr.  Savage,  tbe  latter  of  whom  waa  bia  relation. 
From  the  LMjinmenccmeut  of  bia  studiei>,  he  combined  a  love  of 
iu<^uiry  and  a  desire  of  courageously  professing  the  truth  with 
genuine  modesty,  candour,  and  devotion ;  though  in  exerchdng 
tbe  invalnable  privilege  of  n  Christian^  be  had  to  encoontor  ae- 
vere  remonstnmoea  from  bia  fetber  and  mother  aa  well  as  the 
diapleasare  of  Ur.  Jenninga. 

Mr.  Toulmiu  s  tirst  settlcniuut  was  at  Colyton,  in  Devonshire, 
in  1761.    To  this  place  he  earned  the  good  wi&hos  and  advice 

•  The  snljfctance  of  tliia  and  thc  tWO  prcceeding  memoirs  U  taken  from 
Toulmiu'6  liifetory  of  Taunton. 

t  Tlic  Rev.  J.  Keiiti»h.  Sec  Monthly  iicpoBitory,  Vol.  x.  p.  665.-1  la- 
ment that  I  am  obliged  to  abridge  thu  valuable  pleoe  of  biugi  ciphy. 
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of  bis  friend  Dr.  .Savage.  Here  also  lie  formed  stmic  valnj<ble 
firieudskipfiiy  particuiaxi^'  with  Disiseatera  at  Bridporl  and  Exeter. 
In  i764y  he  rnarm^A  »  dugfatBT  of  Mt.  Sftmoel  Smithy  of  Taoii* 
toiV — a  eonnexioii  which  proved  one  of  lam  greateil  eonm  of 
happineM.  Aboat  this  tuoe^  he  beceme  »  decided  edYOoale  ibr 
Advlt  Baptkm,  and  elthoogh  hie  eentimeiito  were  alwsye  ex- 
pressed with  exemplary  moderation,  he  fonnd  it  necessary,  in 
consequence  of  this  change,  to  leave  Colyton.  In  Mnrch 
17()5,  he  accepted  an  unanimous  invitation  from  the  Unitarian 
Baptist  congregatioii  at  Taanton,  to  which  he  had  been  intro- 
duced, in  the  kindest  and  moat  di^teiested  manner,  hy  Mr. 
Harrison.  Ben  be  spent  neatly  39  yean^  gi^tl; ,  and  notwidi- 
standing  the  spirit  of  persecution  referred  to  In  die  history  of 
the  congregation,  f/eneralli/  respected  and  beloved.  For  some 
time  he  was  eng  igf  d  in  the  instruction  of  youth.  As  early  as 
1769,  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  the  Bap* 
tist  CoOege  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence,  in  New  Kogland ; 
and  in  1794,  on  the  representation  of  Dr.  Price,  Dr.  Priestley, 
and  Mr.  Lindsey,  he  was  honoured  with  a  diploma  of  Doctor 
in  Divinity,  by  Harvard  College,  in  the  same  state. 

Nearly  the  last  twelve  years  of  Dr.  Toulmin's  life  were  spent 
at  Birmmgham,  whither  he  removed  in  January,  1804,  as  one 
of  the  pastors  of  the  New  Meeting  congregation.  He  had  pre- 
viously deolined  to  accept  invitations  from  Olonoester  and 
Great  Yarmouth,  in.  consequence,  on  at  least  one  occasion,  of 
the  importunity  of  his  friends  at  Taunton,  who  entreated  him  to 
continue  among  them.  At  Birmingham,  as  in  the  scenes  of  his 
£;>rmer  ministry,  he  secured  the  cordial  love  of  those  who  were 
blessed  with  his  instmctioiis  and  society,  and  the  esteem  and 
good  will  of  men  of  diffisrent  denominations.  Here  also^  be 
manifested  his  accustomed  diligence  in  advancing,  both  by  his 
preaching  and  his  pen,  what  he  regarded  as  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tian truth,  liberty,  and  virtue.  At  the  cummeuoemeut  of  the 
year  1815,  Dr.  Toulmin  began  to  experience  some  of  the  in- 
firmities of  age,  and  signified  his  intention  of  realgning  his  paa- 
toral  charge;  but  he  waa  aaemred,  in  »  manner  exceedingly 
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grBtifyiag  lo  Us  Mingn,  of  the  rery  high  pkoe  he  hM  in  the 
esteem  and  affection  of  his  friends.  In  June,  he  returned  from 
a  long  visit  to  Ix)ndoii,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  collecting 
miitariftig  for  an  historical  work,  attending  the  maawnaty 
meettiigs  <^  eerend  raligiow  bodkt  otwbkik  he  wm  a  iiiemlMr» 
■ad  deiivii^  firaniiitarviein 

fretkm  wlueh  a  nnnd  particiilarly  raaeeptible  of  Und  and  eodal 

affections  never  fails,  on  such  oocusions,  to  receive.  Hia  last 
iUncss,  though  it  fonnd  him  well  prepared,  was  not  anticipated 
80  aoou.  After  a  continemeut  of  scarcely  two  days  he  sunk, 
laiadly  and  suddenly,  under  his  complaint— an  affisction  of  tha 
laqg^  and  aspired  Jnlj  2M.  Whan  tha  power  of  apeoeh  had 
lled»  ha  waa  oboerved  hf  a  membar  of  his  fimil who  Inoeee- 
antly  watched  and  tenderly  loved  him,  to  be  engaged  in  mental 
prayer,  and  his  hioks  and  manner  clearly  si^iniithd  the  holjr 
gratitude,  peace  and  hope^  which  reigned  within  his  breast. 

Hm  lanainB  of  thia  aioet  veneiable  and  avemplaij  Cfarietiaa 
wm  mtarad  in  tha  horial  graand  bdonging  jointljr  to  lha  mam- 
haiB  of  iha  Old  and  Kaw  Maetinga.*  The  congregation  of  fha 
latter,  in  the  kindest  manner,  undertook  the  management  and 
expense  of  the  fuuerai ;  but  after  their  arrHugements  were  made 
it  was  found  that  Dr.  Toulmin  had  himself  written  direction  on 
tha  aalgaet  It  wae  hia  wish — a  with  eo  ehaiaateristio  of  hie 
■laiabla  temper^  that  ''hit  pall  ahoold  he  Bnpported  by  eix 
mlnlntnrn  of  diffBiant  danoaunati0nB."  Among  those  who 
complied  were  the  Rev.  John  Kennedy,  of  the  Church  of  En- 
gland, and  the  Rev.  J.  A.  James,  an  eminent  Independent  niiiiis- 
tar.  The  coffin  was  carried  into  the  meeting-house,  and  to  the 
gittva^bgreightof  ^tiiaanoiant  mambars  of  tha  ehnroh  which  Dr. 
Toolmin  aerrad  in  tha  minietij/'  to  each  of  whom  and  to  aaeh 
of  tha  aervants  employed  <ni  the  occarion,  was  presented,  agreea- 
bly to  his  desire,  "  a  copy  of  Mr.  Orton's  dincourses  on  Eter- 
nity, over  and  above  the  usual  gratuity."  Several  members 
of  the  family  fidlowed  as  mourners.  Dr.  Toulmin  had  twelve 
afaiUreay  but  oalj  fiva  sarvivad  him.  Tha  service  was  condact- 

•  MootfalyRepoillot7,z.&23. 
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•a     Mr.  KcntMih,  liiiiiBdf  a  tefdy  aflloted  no^ 

drill  cwd  the  finenl  Mnnon,  on  the  Lord's  day  feUcvisf  ,  ftw 

2  John,  8,  a  passage  from  whicli  the  deceased  dessired  that  hi^ 
"  dear  aiid  respected  people"  might  be  addressed  ou  the  ucca- 
don.*  Foiiml  sermons  were  also  preached  in  various  partB  i>f 
tiM  kingdom,  fifticobriy  at  £«ex  StresC,  Loodoo,  by  ftU.  fieU 
iham;  at ibe  OU  MMtiag,  Binmiigliaiii,  bj  Mr.  KflU;  alBrid- 
port,  by  Mr.  Howe;  at  Bristol,  by  Mr.  Rowe;  at  Cosely,  by 
Mr.  Small ;  at  Coventry,  by  Mr.  Davis ;  at  Cradley,  by  Mr. 
Soott ;  at  Dudley,  hy  Mr.  Bmnshy ;  at  Exeter,  by  Dr.  Carpen- 
ter ;  at  TauntoD,  the  pnlpit  being  covered  with  black  elotb,  by 
Mr.  Fanar  and  Mr.  Daviaa;  at  Waball,  by  Mr.  Bora;  aad 
at  Woivaiteaipta,  by  Bfr.  Staaaad.  «  Ha  was  a  baniiBg  aad 
a  tUaing  ligbt,  and  ibay  ware  willing  te  a  seaaaa  to  rejoiea  m 

his  light." 

As  a  writer,  Or.  Tonlnun  was  weli  known  to  the  })ublic.  His 
nonwrous  works  may  be  clawed  nudcr  the  heads  of  biography, 
bisloryy  eontimny,  praotieal  religioii,  and  dayotion.  Tbej 
basr  tba  vaib  of  gnat  indaatry  and  gaod  aenia,  aa  wdl  aa  of 
tbat  methodasal  anaagaaMnt  of  boa  tioM  and  tfiOD|^ts  wbSeh 
enabled  him  to  carry  on  a  very  extensive  correspondence  iu  ad- 
dition to  his  stated  labours.  And  while  they  further  exhibit  the 
compass  of  liis  reading,  in  his  favomite  depcurtments  of  stndy, 
aad  the  aidoor  of  hia  mind  in  tbe  noblest  of  all  darigns^  tbay 
liresent  in  tbdr  endnenHy  pioos  aad  benavolmit  apliit  a  dMna* 
turn  before  wbisb  every  other  exeeUenoe  Mes  away.  Aa  a  min- 
ister, Dr.  Toulmin  was  generall}'  admired.  His  straiii  of  preaeh- 
ing  was  practical,  devotional,  scriptural,  and,  in  the  just  sense  of 
the  word,  evtmgeUcai.  He  was  no  fiiend  to  merely  moral  dieqai- 
sidonsy  or  to  scholastic  reasooinga,  or  to  apecalatiflps  on  points 
which  confessedly  are  no  parts  of  Revelation;  but  he  tiumght 
tbat  a  Christian  preacher  should  discourse  on  paangea  of  the 
Bible,  by  illuatratintr  their  ronnexion  and  iiii|iort,  and  then 
drawing  from  them  natursil  and  pertinent  reflections.  He  felt 
pleasure  in  recommending  Unitanan  views  of  the  Gospel;  &eee 

•  MontUjr  Aepoaitoiy,  z.  523. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TAUNTON 


ao7 


the  continued  inquiries  of  fifty-four  years  Berved  to  coiilinii  his 
habits  were  formed  under  their  influence ;  and  by  hiB  pxaniple, 
•veil  more  than  by  his  writiugs,  their  practical  cj^wacy  was  de- 
MMtnitted.  ToliM  viitaesof  Dr/iWiunUwootdbedifil^ 
to  do  jvttlM.  In  tiM  iMNLle  of  noni  and  vtUgtoas  worOi  ki 
flood  Mgh  by  the  mifiagwi  of  all  wlio  lud  opportanltiea  of  oiH* 
muting  his  character.  He  was  not  only  distinguished  by  integ* 
rily,  independence,  fid 'lirv,  gentlenefl»,  the  most  exemplary 
wtf-govemmeut,  and  the  kindest  consideration  for  others ;  but 
It  wM  evident  that  all  theee  qvaKties  aroee  from  bis  piety  end 
duMaB  fidth.  Thai  piety^  never  oatentatknis,  but  babitoaUy 
inergede,  naa  maattbated  not  only  in  the  fervour  widi  nhich  he 
conducted  social  worship  and  in  bis  edmimstrtttion  of  religions 
urdiiiauces,  bnt  in  the  whole  course  of  iiis  iile, — in  the  activity 
of  his  youth  and  manhood,  in  the  serenity  of  his  age,  and  espe- 
cially in  hie  redgnstion  to  the  Divine  wilV — ide  cbeeifbl»  thank- 
fid  apiilt  nnder  heavy  trials.  No  common  wound  waa  inflieted 
on  Us  heart  by  the  loea  of  promising  and  amiable  children, 
flt&ly  whatever  were  the  feelings  of  the  man  and  the  father,  the 
principles  and  hopM  of  the  Christian  were  unspeakably  strongerj 
his  eye  was  fixed  on  iui mortality. 

A  liet  of  Dr.  Toulmin's  nrnnerons  woifca  may  be  seen  In  the 
Biomhiy  Repodtory,  Vd.  x.  p.  670.  They  are  arraaged  nnder 
Aeir  reapeetive  head%  and  amoont  alloge(9ier  to  fifty-eight,  es* 
dudve  of  oontributloEis  to  periodioal  worfca. 

Job  David  was  bom  nt  Newton  Nottage,  Glamorganshire^ 

in  1746.  His  father  was  a  Baptist  minister,  of  high  character, 
at  Pen-y-fi»i,  near  Bridgend.  The  sou  having  been  baptized 
was  sent,  in  1706,  to  the  Academy  at  Bristol,  conducted  by 
MeaarB.  Un^h  and  Caleb  Evana^  both  then  in  the  zenith  of  their 
repntation.  Here  he  remained  five  years;  after  offiotating  some 
time  at  Pen-y-fai,  he  waa  ehoeen  to  sneeeed  Mr.  Ledgfield  at 
Fromo,  in  Somersetshire,  where  he  wtis  ordained  Oct.  7,  177.3. 
When  he  had  Hvod  at  Frome  thirty  years,  he  removed  to  Taun- 
ton^ where  he  o£&ciatod  tiU  hia  iU  health  oUiged  lum  to  reti^ 
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Us  fuuly  to  Swmsea.  la  the  spring  of  1813^  he  wts  attacked 
by  a  sevm  iUnasa,  and  he  soon  aHenrards  expired  hi  a  very 
resigned  end  pions  frame  of  mmd.  He  was  interred  at  Pen*j-lai 

iu  a  vault  belon^g  to  the  ftimDy.  On  the  following  Sunday, 
two  fnneral  sermons  were  prcucbed  at  Swansea,  one  in  Welsh 
by  the  Kev.  T.  Jenkins,  the  other  in  fcingUsh  bj  the  Rev,  H. 
Evansy  at  the  Presbyterian  chapel.  Five  small  pnblicatMma  on 
oontmmial  solgects  piooeeded  from  Mr.  David'e  pen,  a  list  of 
wineli  is  given  in  the  memoir  from  iridiob  this  dretbh  is  taken.* 

Thomas  Amorv,  IJ.D. — Dr.  Amor/  was  hom  at  Tannton,  ■ 
in  1700-1.  The  ^rat  part  of  hin  education  was  received  iroui 
Mr.  Chadwick,  a  Dissenting  minister  there.  In  1717,  he  ac- 
cottpanM  Mica^  To«rgood»  who  had  been  his  eehooifeUoiw, 
to  the  Academy  of  UeBKS.  James  and  Qiove.  He  was  examin- 
ed and  approved  as  a  candidate  for  the  minktrj  in  1722 ;  bnt^ 
being  desirous  of  atiU  further  improvement,  Ik-  ^pont  a  short 
time  in  attending  a  course  of  experimental  philosophy  under 
Mr.  Eamee^  an  eminent  Dissenting  tutor  in  Moorfields. 

Until  the  year  1730,  Mr.  Amory  pieaehed  onee  a  numdi  as 
an  assistant  at  Lambvook,  near  Sonth  Petberton»  and  at  West 
Hateh  and  Bishop's  HnU»  near  Tannton.  He  also  took  a  pert 
in  the  iuntructiou  of  the  pupib  at  the  Academy  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  James,  in  conjunction  with  his  uncle  and  former  tutor, 
Mr.  Qme,  In  1730,  he  was  ordauied  at  Paul's  Meetincb 
Tanntonyand  muted  in  the  congregation  there  with  Mr,  Batson; 
but  in  oonseqnenoe  of  some  peovniary  misonderetsndin^  an- 
other meeting-house  was  built  for  Mr.  Amory  and  his  friends  in 
1732.  Six  }ears  afte  rwards,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Grove,  he 
became  chief  tutor  of  the  Academy, — an  office  which  he  filled 
with  great  soceess,  and  for  which  he  waa  fitted  by  his  seal,  in- 
tegrity, and  extensiye  attainments. 

Mr.  Amory  was  very  happy  and  highly  respected  at  Tsmton; 
but  tkt:  probpect  oi  being  more  ubeiiil  mduccd  him  to  become 

•  Toataaiare  fliMofy,  flavsge^t  Bdit 
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aftsfDOOD  praftoiMr  at  the  Old  Jewry,  IiQDdoii»  ia  17^.  Tbb 
office  he  exelMD^ed  Ibr  that  of  pastor  on  the  death  of  Dr. 

Chandler,  and  in  1770  he  added  to  hie  other  important  duties 
liiuae  of  a  coUea^e  witU  Dr.  l*rice  as  momiag  proacher  at 
Newington  Green.  But  his  ministry  was  not  so  popular  in 
liopdon  aa  it  had  been  in  the  eotmtijr,  which  ia  aaeiibed  partly 
to  hia  philoioiihical  atjleof  pnadun^y  and  partly  to  hit  poneaa- 
ing  Hberal  reiigioaB  opiuloBB.  He  had  prevkwaiy  reeeiyed,  by 
diploma  from  the  Uuivemity  of  Edinburuh,  ihc*  degree  of  Doctor 
ill  Diviuity,  and  heeu.  elected  one  of  the  six  Tuesday  lecturers 
at  Salters*  Hall.  Dr.  Amory  waa  in  advance  of  most  of  lua 
naabjtanan  hrelhran  on  many  important  and  interesting  enb- 
jecta.  Ahiimigh  Ml  preaching  waa  generally  praetieal,  he  toaoe- 
times  expoeed  with  earaestneee  the  doelrfaiee  of  Calvteleoi,  ae 
convpving'  narroAv  :uid  imwi  idiv  idetis  of  the  Crealor.  He  also 
rejected  the  doetriue  ol  the  Trinity  as  decidedly  unscriptnral ; 
hat  he  malnlaiiied  Ida  opbdona  with  the  utmoet  oandoor,  and 
ehoifllied  the  eineereetaSeedoii  for  thoae  who  dlieted  from  him. 
Tb»  right  of  private  judgment  waa  one  wfaldi  he  held  to  he  par* 
ticularly  sacred.  Di«approviup  of  subscription  to  human  for- 
mulas, he  refuwed  to  coniply  wiih  that  part  of  the  I'oleratiou 
Act  which  required  Dissenting  miniaten  to  snbscribe  to  certain 
telrinal  artioiea.  And  when  an  attempt  wae  made  in  1 772  to 
proeore  an  enlaxgement  of  that  etatatCy  he  joined  in  it  moet 
cordially,  with  the  eonvictkm  that  it  was  fonnded  not  only  upon 
principles  of  natural  justice,  but  also  on  those  of  genuine  Chris- 
tianity. 

Although  Dr.  Amory  was  not  popular  as  a  preaeher,  there 
is  reason  to  snppoee  he  wsa  nseib].  Hb  sermons  were  ac* 
cnrate,  aotid,  and  afleotionatey  and  his  devotional  servioee  re- 
markable for  their  seriousness  and  fervour.  He  published  many 
sermons,  ixjtu  sepamtely  and  in  vuluiues ;  u  few  devotional 
works ;  Mr.  Grove's  System  of  Moral  Pljilo^opby,  in  two  vols. ; 
and  othtf  less  important  prodnotions.  His  writings  indicate  a 
poiUahedy  vigorous,  and  well  stored  mind,  as  well  as  an  earnest 
denre  to  diffuse  sound  knowledge  on  all  the  great  questions  of 
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religion  and  OKmUtjr.  His  pietjr  at  the  Mine  time  iftdoiMd 
and  fervent,  finmded  on  the  moat  enlaiged  aantimenta  ooneem- 
tng  die  Divine  Govenunent,  and  therafiire  displa/ed  in  a  apirit 

of  cki  1  rlul  de>  otiou,  love,  and  confidence.  "  It  was  a  principle 
(coutiuues  Dr.  Kippis*)  that  iuflueiiced  his  whole  behaviour;  a 
principle  that  rendered  him  strictly  virtuous  in  every  respect, 
and  peenUarly  amiable  in  all  the  relatiooa  of  life*  Nona  eonld 
ami  him  aa  a  hnahand,  a  fltlhary  n  master^  and  a  fiiend." 

He  retained  his  eapaeitjof  neefUneaa  imdl  wiliiin  aahort  time 
of  liia  death,  which  occurred  ou  the  24th  of  June,  1771,  in  the 
seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  Oil  the  monuug  of  the  day  ou 
which  his  short  iUness  commenced,  he  conversed  with  his  £unil/ 
on  his  fiivomite  anhject  of  immortality,  and  dwelt  on  the  pleas- 
ing anrprise  with  which  he  abould  hereafter  meet,  nn^Malcably 
improved,  a  beloved  and  amiable  daughter  whom  he  had  lately 
lost.  He  wa«  interred  in  l^niilnll  Fields;  his  culleag\ie,  Mr. 
White,  delivered  the  oration,  and  his  friend  l>r.  Hexmau,  of 
Rotheriiithe»  preaehad  his  ^asDmi  aanaon.  The  following  just 
and  beantifnl  insciiptioii  appeara  upon  Ida  tomb-stone : 

Hbrb  is  deposited  thr  body  op 
Thomas  Amory, 
WHO,  APTsa  uAvmG  ssaM  BMriiOTsn  roa  Jfoaa  than  nvn  tiabs 
IN  Htmaiir  avoBATOinuiio  to  oisooTia 
TBa  aauoioN  op  Jisus  Cnaisr 
IN  ITS  oatour  amd  pobitt, 

Attn  IN  aNnBAVOUEINQ  to  aBCOMMINn  IT 
TO  THI  PAITH  ANO  PRACnCB  OP  MANKIND, 
BBBTS  PROM  HIS  LABOURS, 
AND  RBSIONRD  HIS  SPIRIT 
INTO  ma  RANDS  OP  THI  FaTBBR  OP  SPlRITS 

AND  THE  Father  op  Mbrciks, 

IN  HUMBLE  HOVE  OF  ACCErXANCE  AND  eXKRNAI.  LIFE, 
TUROUOH  JbSUS  ChRIST. 

•  Quoted  by  Wilson,  Diss.  Churchea,  Vol.  ii.  p.  391,  where  a  more  par- 
tlenlv  account  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Amory  may  be  »een,  with  a  compiete  litt 
dftalt  weilci. 
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"^'eovh,  is  a  large  and  p<^>pulous  town,  situated  in  the  t^^reat  western 
road  from  London  to  Exeter,  bciiii^  distant  four  luili  s  south  from  IrdU 
che?teT,  nine  east  from  Chard,  and  six  west  from  .Sherborne. 

The  town  is  pleasantly  situated^  being  defended  from  the  north,  by 
a  nmge  of  high  hills  finely  cultivated.  The  surface  of  the  tummiSmg 
tmuOf  ie  pkMingiy  dbenificd  end  well  wooded. 

There  was  formerly  a  large  manufaetm  of  wootten  dodii  but  aoir 
^  priacqMl  one  it  of  leelher  fiofei^  in  whidi  •  grant  anmber  «f 
Inodi  an  eonilHillj  employed.  ■■CaiAOiaoir. 

V^ShMou  in  18n»— 3U8|  m  1BSU-4665|  in  1831/-^!. 
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The  town  of  Yeovil  is  interesting  on  account  of 

it45  various  religious  antiquities.  For  many  years 
after  the  Conquest  the  manor  was  vested  in  the 
successive  rectors  of  the  parish.  In  1418,  Henry 
the  Fifth  granted  it,  together  with  the  rectory,  to 
the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St. 
Bridget,  which  he  had  founded  at  Sion,  in  Middle- 
sex. On  the  dissolution  of  that  monastery,  Henry 
the  Eighth  granted  the  whole  to  his  consort  Queen 
Catherine ;  and  from  that  time  it  contiiiucd  in  the 
crown  till  the  reign  of  James  the  Firsts  who  gave 
it  to  two  private  individuals.  The  extent  of  the 
ecclesiastical  establibhmeuts  in  Yeovil  may  be  ima- 
gined from  the  fact  that,  in  1449,  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire,  among 
which  were  tifteen  belonging  to  the  chantry  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  founded  in  the  parish  church ;  eleven 
belonging  to  the  chantry  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
without  the  church;  nineteen  belonging  to  another 
chantry  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  within  the  church, 
and  two  belonging  to  the  alms-house.  * 
Notwithstanding  the  changes  which  had  taken 

•  CoIUiiioii'i  HiBtorr  of  Somenetshire*  Vol.  iii.  p.  203. 
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place  in  ecclesiastical  property,  prior  to  the  year 
1662,  the  income  and  influence  of  the  vicar  of 
Yeovil  at  that  tune  were  considerable.  But  Henry 
Butler,  the  noble-minded  man  who  then  enjoyed 
ihem,  esteemed  liberty  of  conscience  far  more,  and 
wUlingly  gave  up  his  living  rather  than  comply  with 
the  tenns  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity.  To  him  the 
Unitarian  congregation  owes  its  origin;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  a  few  of  the  most  useful  of 
the  present  members  are  his  lineal  descendants. 
His  profession  at  all  hazartk  of  what  he  deemed  to 
be  the  truth,  and  his  repeated  sufferings  for  con- 
science* sake^  appear  to  have  produced  an  attach- 
ment to  the  great  principles  of  religious  liberty 
which  has  been  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generatiou,  to  the  [)resent  time. 

Mr.  Butler,  after  his  ejectment,  had  many  adhe? 
rents,  among  whom  he  continued  his  ministry.  For 
twenty-six  years  they  held  their  meetingb  irregularly, 
in  consequence  of  the  severe  enactments  against 
Nonconformity.  The  village  of  Compton,  near 
Yeovil,  was  the  place  to  which  Mr.  Butler  and  his 
friends  most  frequently  resorted.  Many  were  the 
precautions  they  were  obliged  to  adopt  before  they 
could  assemble  to  worship  their  Creator  in  spirit 
and  in  truth.  And  yet  the  little  flock  were  severely 
persecuted,  iioth  minister  and  people  having  been 
on  various  trifling  pretexts  thrown  into  Ilchester 
gaol,  tried  at  the  a>sizes,  and  forced  to  pay  heavy 
fines.  This  state  of  things  continued  till  the  passing 
of  the  Toleration  Act,  by  which  the  people  were 
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enabled  to  hire  a  house  or  room  m  the  town  of 
Teovil.   Still  Mr.  Butler  found  his  sHuation  dan^ 
gerous,  and  at  length  removed  to  a  place  near 
Frome^  where  he  became  pastor  of  another  Dissent- 
ing congregation.   Here  his  seal  burned  widi  the 
same  ardour; — *'uo  ildiiger  ironi  enemies,  weather, 
or  indispofiition  of  body^  hindered  him  from  meeting 
his  people,  in  private  hmifles  or  in  Sir  Edward  Sej^ 
mour  s  woods,  as  was  thought  mo^t  safe.'*  Thou§^ 
he  had  only  twenty  pounds  per  annum«  nothing 
would  tempt  him  to  leave  his  people.    He  died  in 
1696,  aged  72»  and  his  last  words  were,  ''A  brokai 
and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise."* 
After  Mr.  Butlers  removal,  the  congregation  at 
Teovil  were  some  time  without  a  pastor.  About 
the  year  1700,  they  chose  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  had 
l)een  ejected  from  Compton,  but  was  still  opiating 
in  that  village.  In  1704  they  purchased  the  ground 
on  which  their  temporary  place  of  worship  stood,  and 
erected  a  new  meetingJioose.  It  was  originally  the 
site  of  the  chantry  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
already  mentioned  as  without  the  church.  The 
deed  by  which  this  property  was  secured  tx>  Ae 
congregation  bears  date  May  30th,  1704.  f   At  this 
period^  and  till  his  death  in  1710,  Mr.  Bartlett  di- 
vided his  labours  between  Compton  and  Teovil 
every  Lord's  Day.    He  also  was  exposed  to  a  series 
of  harassing  persecutions  by  die  neighbouring  ma* 

gistrates.  Yeovil  being  in  one  county  and  Compton 
in  another,  he  sometimes  eluded  their  warrants  for 

•  Noncon.  Mem.,  Vol  ii  p.  338.     t  Go^yel  AdvocatCi  Vol.  i.  p.  349. 
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hii>  apprehension.  On  one  occa^iion,  the  justices  of 
both  places  combindd  to  sUcnce  him ;  but  even  this 
scheme  did  ttot  answer.  Mr.  Bartlett,  supported  by 
a  Higher  Power,  was  enabled  to  preserve  both  his 
integrity  and  his  satiety,  and  saw  his  two  churdies 
flourish  under  his  care.  Two  memorials  of  his 
luiiiktiy  in  Yeovil  still  remain*  One  is  a  monttment 
wbich  was  originally  within  the  chapel,  but  is  now 
outside^  near  the  entrance ;  it  bears  a  Latin  inscrip- 
tioii»  in  which  hoDOuraUe  mention  is  made  of  his 
talents  and  virtues.  The  other  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bax- 
ter's works,  with  the  following  words  on  the  cover : 

"Mr.  Baxtbe's  WOBKS  rN  4 

VOLVMia:  TRB  GIPT  OV  1.  T., 

CmsiM  OF  London,  to 

Bfm.  Bo.  BtABTIiBfT,  MINISTIB  IN 
YbOTILIi,  and  on  his  DBCBA8B 
TO  fits  SVCCBSSOhl  IN  THB 

imnmnr  vbbbb. 
Amo,  Bom.  1706." 

Mt«  Bartlett  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Lobb^  and 

Dr.  Lobb  by  Dr.  Milner.  Of  botti  these  tninistefs, 
as  well  as  of  their  predecessors,  distinct  memoirs 
will  be  giTCB.  Dr.  Milner  quitted  Yeovil  in  1744, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  John  Glass,  who  removed 
ftom  CoUompton  and  remained  at  Yeovil  six  years. 
The  next  minister  was  Mr.  John  Ward,  well-known 
in  the  West  of  England  as  the  pastor,  for  many 
years,  of  the  Preebytaoian  congregation  at  Taunton. 
On  his  removal  to  that  town,  in  1759,  the  Yeovil 
people  elected  Mr.  Samuel  Thomas.  This  gentle- 
man settled  here  soon  after  he  finished  his  acad^ 
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mical  studies  at  Carmarthen,  and  Gontiiiued  much 
respected  till  1767.  He  then  accepted  an  invitation 
to  succeed  Dr.  John  Leland,  as  colleague  with  Br. 
l&'d'dc  Weld,  in  the  care  of  the  Presbyterian  cougre- 
gation,  Eustace  Street,  Dublin.  * 

We  now  come  to  Mr.  Samuel  Perrot,  who  hid 
also  been  educated  at  the  Carmarthen  Academy^  of 
which  his  father*  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pemt^  was 
many  yearb  the  President.  Beiore  he  went  to  \  eovil 
he  officiated  successively  at  Frome  and  Devises,  and 
after  remaining  here  two  years  removed  to  Cork, 
at  which  place  he  was  minister  till  his  death  in 
1796.  Mr.  Perrot's  successor  here  was  Mr.  David 
Graham,  whose  name  occurs  in  a  list  of  Dr.  Dod- 
dridge's students  f  at  Northampton,  where  he  is  said 
to  have  entered  in  the  year  1746.  When  he  had 
completed  his  acaileuucal  course,  he  settled  at 
Tewkesbury,  and  some  years  afterwards  became  the 
minister  of  this  society ;  here  he  ended  his  labours 
and  his  life,  in  177^.  aged  46.  He  was  followed 
by  Mr.  James  Marshall,  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Bees  and 
Dr.  Kippis,  at  Hoxton ;  he  ^oon  left  Yeovil,  gave 
up  the  ministry,  and  devoted  himself  to  literary 
pursuits  in  the  metropolis.  Of  his  successor,  Mr. 
Howel,  1  have  given  some  account  in  the  histories 
of  other  congregations. 

•  Mr.  Thomas  died  at  Dublin,  in  178(1,  in  his  48th  year.  His  firncrat 
>Lrinou  was  preached  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Philip  Taylor,  tlic  ^-  m-in-law 
and  successor  of  Dr.  Weld.  This  discourse,  whieii  was  altorwards  pub- 
Ifaihed,  conveys  a  high  opiuioa  of  the  mental  and  moral  (jualities  of  Mr. 
TbomM.  See  also  an  iBtemtiiig  aooount  of  Ihe  Dublin  mwrfHei^  in  an 
appcodix  to  the  tervices  on  the  ordinatioQ  of  the  Rev.  James  Martinean. 

t  Men.  Repos.,  Vol.  x.  p.  6S7. 
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The  notice  of  this  gentieumii  brings  us  to  the 
end  of  the  last  centiuy.    Prior  to  his  removal,  the 
numbers  of  this  society  were  greatly  reduced.  This 
may  be  ascribed  to  various  causes,  but  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  fommtion  of  other  Dissentiiig 
churches  and  the  increasing  unpopularity  of  Uni- 
tarianism.    It  appears  that  as  early  as  1722  the 
Presbyterians  at  Yeovil  had  a  minister  of  "hetenv 
dox '  sentiments.   We  know  not  how  far  Dr.  Miiner 
departed  from  the  standard  of  orthodoocy,  but  his 
sermon  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Amorv  was  unu 
sualiy  liberal.    There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  all 
the  subsequent  ministers  have  been  Anti«trinit»- 
rians  ; — ^some  were  generally  considered  Arians ; 
three  or  four  agreed  with  Mr.  Lindaey  and  Dr. 
Priestley.    It  wa.s  during  the  excitement  occasion  id 
by  the  persecution  of  the  latter  that  the  Yeovil  coa« 
grei^ation  most  rapidly  declined.  After  Mr.  Howel*s 
removal^  Mr.  Blake^  of  Crewkeme,  preached  here 
about  a  year^  and  Mr.  Tomline,  of  Northamptm^ 
sliire,  also  a  short  time.   The  meeting4iouBe  was 
then  closed  for  several  years ;  but  in  1801  it  was 
KMpened  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Fawcett>  who  coik 
scnted  to  become  the  minister ;  and  from  this  period 
the  prospects  of  the  sociely  gradually  brightened. 
This  venerable  man  is  the  son  of  the  Itev.  B. 
F'awcett,  of  Kidderminster,  who  was  the  editor  of 
Baxters  ''Saint's  Everlasting  Rest"  and  a  warm 
admirer  of  that  prince  of  Puritans.    The  visitor  at 
Mr.  Fawcett's  picturesque  residence  near  Yeovil,  is 
reminded  of  these  incidents  by  original  and  striking 
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portraits  of  Mr.  Baxter  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Fawcett. 
The  subject  of  thifi  sketch  was  educated  at  Daveutij^ 
under  Dr.  Ashwortii,  aud  was  for  some  time  a 
feUow-student  of  the  late  Mr.  Belsham^  like  whom 
he  was  origmally  of  Calvinistic  Bentuneiite.  Mm 
than  fourscore  winters  have  now  passed  over  his 
head ;  he  retains  as  hrm  a  conviction  as  ever  of  the 
truth  of  hia  principles,  and  feeb  as  powerfully  as 
ever  their  inestimable  value. 

In  the  year  1809,  the  old  meeting^houae  was 
taken  down  and  the  present  erected  on  the  same 
site.  This  building  is  rather  small,  and  has  a 
greater  appearance  of  antiquity  than  might  have 
been  expected.  The  singing  is  conducted,  with 
the  aaaiatance  of  a  small  oigan,  on  a  few  benches, 
between  the  doors  and  opposite  the  pulpit,  denrted» 
like  the  latter,  a  little  above  the  pews.  At  tht 
opening  of  this  chapel,  November  8»  1800,  Mr* 
Butcher,  of  Sidmouth,  preached  in  the  morning,  on 
John  iv,  23,  24,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Bridpoii,  in  the 
evening,  on  1  Tim.  i.  1,  2.  Most  of  the  pews  in 
the  new  building  had  been  previously  taken  by 
persona  who  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  attending 
UniUnan  worship.* 

Seven  years  afterwards  Mr.  Fawcett  relinquished 
the  pastoral  office,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Southwood  Smith,  whose 
valuable  publications,  both  on  Theology  and  Medi^ 
cine,  are  well  known.  Few  books  have  been  more 
extensively  read  and  admired,  by  those  who  are 

*  Mon.  HejHM.,  \  ol.  v.  p.  101. 
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anxious  to  possess  cheering  views  of  the  Deity,  than 
Dr.  Smith's  Illustrations  of  the  Divine  Government,  , 
This  gentleman  left  Yeovil^  in  1820,  in  order  to 
devote  himself  more  closely  to  the  medical  profes- 
skm,  of  which  he  is  now  an  ornament  in  the  metres 
polls.  The  congregation  were  then  served,  a  short 
time,  by  Mr.  John  Owen,  from  the  York  College, 
who  removed  to  Tamworth,  in  Warwickshire,  where 

he  now  resicks.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  David 
Hughes,  who  continued  here  eleven  years.  In  1830 
die  congregation  were  encouraged,  by  liberal  offers 
of  pecuniary  assistance,  to  build  a  house  for  the 
minister  on  ground  belonging  to  the  sociely,  and 
situated  at  a  short  distance  from  the  town;  but 
before  the  abode  was  iinished,  Mr.  Hughes  removed 
to  ibnerioa,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  more  satis- 
factorily for  his  fomily.  Of  the  present  citcum* 
sCances  of  the  society  an  qnnion  may  be  formed 
from  an  account,  in  a  useful  work  published  monthly 
at  Exeter,*  of  a  recent  congregational  meeting. 
At  this  meeting  a  report  was  read,  flxMn  which  it 
appeared  that  the  attendance  at  t^e  chapel  had  con- 
siderably increased^  that  the  library  and  Sunday* 
school  were  in  a  satisfactory  state»  and  that  Okiieh 
interest  had  been  excited  by  a  course  of  lectures  by 
the  present  minister^  Mr.  Jenkins,  on  Natural  and 
Revealed  Religion. 

•  Ihe  Gospel  Advocate,  VoLi.  p.  323. 
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Henry  Butljsr    16G2— 

Robert  Bartlbtt   1700—1710. 

Thbofhilus  Lobe,  M.  D   1713—1722. 

John  Milnkr,  D.D   1722—1744, 

Robert  (JLAbii    1746—1752. 

.)0H N  Ward   i  7 1 7 .■>.^). 

Samurl  Thomas   17.5!)— 1767. 

8AMUEL  PSBROT   1768—1770. 

David  Graham   1770^1778. 

Jakes  Marshall   -.  1778—1781. 

John  How  el    1783 — 1703. 

Samuel  Fawcett   1801 — 18I(>. 

T.  South  WOOD  Smith^  M .  D   1816—1 820. 

John  Owen   1820—1821. 

David  Hughes    1821  - 1832. 

JoiiN  JkiNkins   1832. 


Edward  Bartlbtt.*— The  account  of  Mr.  Hartlett  s  infro. 
dncdon  to  tbe  ministTy  m^y  be  given  m  his  own  words.  Hanog 
been  eomiiKmed  to  appear  before  a  court  of  justloe,  to  answer  a 
firivolouB  charge  of  sedition,  he  was  asked  by  what  authority  he 
prenched;  he  auawered,  "1  mu  ord;iiii(>d  to  the  miuistry,  niid 
woe  is  me  if  1  preach  not  the  gospel !  '  and  he  uttered  the  lust 
words  with  such  solemn  serionsness^  that  the  justices  were  snr- 
prised  and  for  a  while  contiiitied  silent.  At  length  one  of  them 
asked  him  whether  he  had  been  ordained  by  a  bishop ;  he 

*  This  nainister  it  called  Robert  Btrdstt  in  tin  NuawMlnrmfate'  Hsma- 
na]»  but  fironi  the  inacription  on  Mr.  Bsxtei^t  worict  it  appear*  that  bit 
name  wat  Edward  or  Bdamnd,  pvobaUx  tbe  Innnsr. 
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replied,  There  wr«  no  binho]*  at  tliat  time,  but  I  was  ordained 
by  ia^iwg  ou  of  the  Imnds  oi  tin*  Pro«»bytory." 

Mr.  Bartlett  tirat  preached  a  ioctorer  at  Uld  ^anuu,  iu 
1662.  After  filUng  this  offiee  two  yem,  he  removed  to  Over 
Comptoniy  where  ho  diachvgfld  hoB  pustonl  dntifis  till  I682> 
He  flUerwards  removed  to  Bradlbfd,  ft  nelghhonring  paruh, 
and  occasionally  preached  to  some  of  his  afTectioiuiie  udhcreuU 
in  a  private  house.  Wheu  he  had  beeu  here  three  jeaxa,  the 
Five-mile  Act  obliged  him  to  go  &rther  o%  and  he  went  to 
Cedlmiy*  where  he  lived  with  hie  iemUj  ahoot  twentj  jeare^ 
privately  exefcbiiig  bis  mlniatr/  till  the  paBsing  of  the  Toleia* 
tion  Act,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  at  Lower  Coinpton.  The 
remainder  of  his  history  is  given  m  the  acconut  of  the  coiigro- 
^ation.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  judicious,  leanied  man,  of 
the  ooDgregatioaal  pexmoaiony  but  very  moderate  and  of  a  heal* 
log  spirit.  He  was  hamlile  in  his  department ;  a  plain,  afee* 
tioDate,  popular  preaeher;  and  took  great  pains  to  speak  to  the 
capacities  of  his  hearer.s.  When  he  had  liberty  to  prt  :ic  h  pub- 
licly and  according  to  his  own  mind,  his  plan  was  to  begin  with 
a  short  speech  of  five  or  six  minnteSy  in  order  to  Holemnize  the 
minds  of  the  people ;  and  they  were  all  so  desiroiis  of  hearing 
it,  that  the  whole  congregation  was  generally  present  hefore  he 
began.* 

TbbOPHILUS  JUobb,  M.D^  F.R.S.,  was  bom  in  Londoa,  in 
the  year  1678.  His  Mur,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Lohh^  was  many 
years  pastor  of  an  Independent  congregation  in  the  metropolis. 

His  graiidfiitLt  r  vfna  High  .Sheriff  of  Cornwall,  and,  in  the  year 
}^d,  M.P,  lor  at.  Michael's,  in  that  coimty.  iiy  his  mother  » 
side  he  was  descended  from  two  ejected  ministers,  the  Roy. 
Theophiliis  Polwhele,  of  Tiverton,  her  fiither>  and  the  Hev. 
William  Benn,  of  Darohester,  her  grandfcther.  Mr.  Lohb 
pursued  bis  studies  for  the  mlidstry,  first  under  Mr.  Pa}Tie,  at 
Sallrou  Waldeu,  and  ai'terwards  at  Pinner,  in  Middles^eXj  under 

•  Noncou.  Mem.,  Vol.  i.  p-  46'A. 
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tlw  HcT.  Hmnms  Goodwin.   Fimii  liii  ehiUiiood  lit  bad  idw 

ail  niL  liuation  lo  the  study  of  physic,  and  tuok  every  opportu- 
liity  ol  ciiitivHtiug  iLai  sHrience.  lii  1102  hp  st  ulttl  us  u  Dis- 
miiiwler  in  the  town  ol  Goildfordy  whfire  he  met  with 
«a  oniiMnl  pfwdtioner  in  pbfBfif  who  wm  vwy  fiiendlyy  and 
IfOBi  wlicMii  Im  dcriwd  mwdi  iiislniotioiu  AKont  AIb  iIms 
ho  married  Fmncea,  dancrhter  of  Dr.  Cooir,  a  ph^-sidan  in  the 
Wesit  of  England,  and  a  descendant  of  the  famous  Sir  Walter 
RaWigh. 

After  ividliig  fcor  yttn  si  Omidfad^  Mr*  Iiobb  removod  to 
^mmmAnwj^  wIiM  hft  OQOliiiiiod  Mz  jNii^  isd  IwfMi  to  piio- 
tlM  as  a  phynaian.  From  dience,  aboat  6ia  jear  171S;  ha 

removed  to  Yeovil.  On  this  occasion  he  entered  into  a  cove- 
nant with  Godf  which  he  wrote  at  length,  copyiDg  it  chiefly  from 
Showar'a  Chaiaoter  of  a  Real  Chriafeian.  This  he  lanewad 
aavoal  tunaa  afterwards.  His  residaiiae  at  Teofvil  was  remBrit" 
aUalbrdie  proi^rity  wtadi  attsndad  Ids  woridIyotroamstanaoa» 
and  the  snccess  and  reputation  he  acqnired  as  a  physician.  He 
v-iao  greatly  prospered  in  his  religious  cuiicems.  In  hia  diary  he 
takes  particular  notice  of  the  vuriona  merdea  fi)r  which  at  this 
period  lie  had  reason  to  be  tiuuikfid. 

Dr.  Lobb  qmtted  Yeovil  in  17S2»  and  selded  at  Witfaao,  in 
Eeiez.  In  the  Ibrmer  place  his  health  was  not  good,  and  there 
were  differences  in  his  congregation  respecting  singing;  one 
party  heiug  for  the  introduction  of  new  tunes,  and  the  other 
against  it.  As  both  blamed  him  in  the  affair,  thoii|^  he  acted 
widi  Moh  eantioni  bis  sitaadon  waa  ftff  ftom  pleasant 

It  waa  in  tlM  oooiae  of  tlie  same  jrear  that  he  received  ftom 
Olaagow  a  diploma,  creating  him  Doctor  of  Physic,  .\fter  con- 
tinning  ten  years  at  Witham,  Dr.  Lobb  removed  to  liondon,  in 
consequence  of  an  invitation  from  the  society  at  Haherdaahe»' 
HsU.  At  the  tbae  of  his  eettlsment  with  this  people»tfaflj  wars 
auioh  ladaoed  in  muabsr;  and  his  nnnistrjr  did  not  tend  to 
levlve  theaL  In  1784  tlie  eongregaHon  waa  jfissolved ;  and  be 
tlien,  with  the  advice  of  several  of  Lis  brethren,  applied  wholly 
to  the  practice  of  physio.   Even  when  he  resided  at  Veovil^  he 
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net  Willi  sneh  nMoett  m  a  medkal  bmii,  UmI  it  wm  pndlcltd 

the  Doctor  would  spoil  the  Divine,  and  that  he  would  even- 
tUftUjr  give  np  the  nmustrj.  He  deciareB,  however,  that  he  was 
aot  conadoiis  to  tumaelf  of  the  least  inolination,  at  anj  time,  to 
falinqniah  lua  Mored  eaUingy  tat  the  aaka  of  anjr  worMljr  advaa* 
ti^ ;  and  titat  whea  an  and  put  to  lib  exeraiw  of  Hie  pas* 
toral  office,  hy  the  breaking  up  of  bis  congregatiou,  it  was  a 
source  of  deep  regret  to  him. 

it  was  supposed  hy  some,  that  on  his  giving  up  the  ministry 
bo  woM  oonaiilt  Im  interwt  bj  oonlbnBiag  to  the  Chmh  of 
fioglMid.  But  ho  was  &tuij  niolvod  to  oooliiiiio  a  Di—Htfy 
and  joined  die  Indepeudeiit  ehnnsh  iu  New  Coort,  Gerej  Slreety 
under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Thoiuas  i]radbur)'.  During  his 
resddenee  iu  the  country,  Dr.  Lobb  published  several  piee^  with 
a  view  to  pcomoto  the  piaotioe  of  religion,  and  after  his  ranoval 
to  IflCTi4itif,  ho  to  die  world  wiona  books  upon  modieel 
eolgocla.*  Hb  fifr  was  pndonged  to  tho  ago  of  finneove  and 
five.  He  retained  nearly  to  the  last  all  his  faculties  unimpaired. 
About  a  month  before  bis  d^th  he  was  ratlier  low-spirited; 
upon  which  be  remarked,  know  not  what  sboold  be  the 
raeeon  of  it :  mj  good  Master  will  not  let  his  old  eervent  want 
lor  ai^  thing  in  Ihio  worid,  and  I  have  a  woU^gmndod  hope 
tbroogh  grace  of  being  happy  in  the  odier."  He  died  May  the 
19th,  170^,  aud  Ids  remains  were  interred  iu  liimhill  Helds. 

John  Milnss»  D.  D.^This  kamsd  divine  was  horn  in 
1688.  His  aosdemicel  stndiee  were  pursued  under  the  Rev. 
John  Moore,  at  Bridgwater.  It  is  not  known  where  be  spent 
the  first  yi  ai  >  of  his  miniHstry,  but  about  1722  ho  settled  at 
Yeovil  i  hero  he  conducted  a  large  and  respectable  school.  In 
n29,he  puhliihod  a  Utin  Qraamar ;  in  1733,  a  Greek  Gran- 
w;  and  in  1736^  a  IVeatiee  on  Rhelorio.  In  addUiosi  to 
theee  he  gave  the  wodd  leveral  othar  worts,  arisbg  out  of  fab 

*  A  list  01  thubc  aiiii  uthct  particulars  of  the  Ufti  of  Dr.  Luhb  may  be 
Ibund  fak  Wilson*!  History,  Vol.  iii.  p.  147. 
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enplo}  mflnt  as  •  ■ebooliMfltflr,  all  «viiiai]|^  «ft  cxIUMtve 

qiwiutimce  with  the  learned  lansniapres.  In  lldO,  Dr.  Milner 
delivered  at  Tauntmi  h  diiK;onrso  at  the  ordiiiiiliou  of  Mr. 
AiBory»  m  wMeh  be  iuculcakitfid  the  most  candid  and  euUghtaMA 
flflodiiients.  hi  1741  he  accepted  m  invilatioa  to  become 
pador  of  a  congngvdoii  at  PceUiaie»  scar  Loudon.  To  tWa 
place  he  alio  tfanilerred  hb  adiool,  winch  comimied  to  enjoj  a 
h'vih  rojmiatiuii;  at  rie  period  lie  hnd  lue  celebrated  Oliver 
Goidsixuth  for  his  usher.  In  these  eiupluyiinMitB  Dr.  Miluer 
oontiiMMd  tiU  hw  dealh».lune  24lh»  1757.  He  pablisM  8av«ial 
•iB|^  cetiiioDay  aed  a  amall  volam  of  diaoomea  addieaaad  lo 
the  poor.* 

John  Ward  was  bum  at  Coleaiiiil,  in  Warwickshire,  about 
«1m  jaar  1712.  Hie  £ithar  waa  •  mercer  Hi  that  torn,  bet 
obliged  to  mmove  hy  tfat  odimn  againit  bim  on  aooooal  of  hb 
WMg  prineiplea.   He  vaa  aleo  oooaected  with  the  ceiebmted 

Daniel  Dc  Foe,  and  Ls  said  to  have  .suffered  iu  his  Ibrtuue  ia 
coui»equence  of  the  ill  saecesB  of  that  author  :5  phiu::. 

The  son,  tlien  ver/  young,  waa  taken  into  the  house  of  a 
pioee  aad  worth/  aenl  For  the  commencemwit  of  faia  clamiciel 
adnoatiDn  ha  waa  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Julina  Sanodera,  cf 
Bedworth,  and  the  Rev.  Edwafd  Btodfaniet,  of  Rbrmingham. 
He  studied  for  tlie  ministry  under  Dr.  Lath:ini,  ai  l  indoru, 
where  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Dr.  J<^msun  and  Mr. 
Qarriek;  the  latter  called  on  him»  many  /eata  afterwaid%  at 

Mr.  Waid*e  fiiat  aetllement  waa  a*  Witney.    Daring  bia 

residence  there,  the  rebellion  of  171.3  broke  out;  and  he  was 
one  of  those  who,  being  alarnu  il  ior  the  Hufety  of  the  House  of 
Hanover,  bore  arms  as  a  soldier.  In  1747  wo  tind  him  pur- 
aning  hia  own  proper  and  peecefiii  pfofeewion  in  the  nietBopoU% 
ea  paetor  of  a  congvagatioii  in  Bieid  LanOi  Soetfawmh.  H«m 
he  remained  lili  1752*  when  the  redeead  atale  of  the  ioeietx 

•  WiltoB. 
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ileffrmineil  them  tu  ilissolve  ;  and  Imving^  declined  an  utTer  to 
become  ii  eollejij^uc  witli  Dr.  Chandh^r,  at  the  Old  Jewry,  Mr, 
Ward  accepted  au  iuvitation  froan  Veovil.  Lastly^  he  wm  in* 
iooady  in  1769,  on  Dr.  Amory's  mnoval  to  London^  to  sttMed 
Un«fc  the  NewMestrngin  Tauntoii.  Here  he  officiated  Ihtrty- 
lime  years.  His  lucreaoing  Infinnidee  led  Mm  to  relinquish 
tlie  iiuuistry  in  17i>2,  :iiid  five  yeara  afterwaida  he  died,  at  the 
advanced  age  ot  eighty -lour. 

The  taUute  and  character  of  Mr.  WanI  are  mentioned  ui 
Ugh  %mu§.  Dr.  Doddridge,  Dr.  Chandler,  and  Dr.  TonhDin, 
all  teali^  to  the  egDoeUenee  both  of  Us  head  and  heart.  With 
a  oonrideiahle  natural  gemns,  a  tenacious  memory,  and  a  sound 
judgment,  he  was  a  diligent  r^der,  uud  an  agreeabh?  t  inpa- 
nion.  Hit)  sennous  were  solid  and  comprehensive ;  his  prayers, 
whether  piri>lio  or  domestic,  most  excrilent,  alwaya  the  fervent 
eSbaona  of  a  ipirit  habttoaUy  deront.  ^  Freqnenlly  (nya  hii 
hiographer*)  hvre  I  been  etmek  and  aieoted  wi^  his  propiiety 
and  encrg^y,  and  yet  conciseness,  in  that  act  of  devotion  which 
yiiiHiiu  i^erwukiy  accompany  the  repast  of  our  table,  but  which 
is  generally  performed  in  the  most  thoughtless  and  cursory 
■anner."  Bat  the  moat  pcominent  iiaatore  of  his  character  was 
stsfirily.  Having  fbrmed  hia  ofonions  carefhUyy  ho  invariably 
acted  upon  them  at  all  haaards,  whether  in  connexion  with 
j>olitical,  religious,  or  social  affairH.  We  ha\  e  seen  that  he  had 
the  moral  courage  to  bleud  the  character  of  a  iH>ldier  with  tliat 
of  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  when  he  deemed  the  interests  of 
hherty  at  stake.  By  the  same  rule  he  was  led  in  after  life  to 
avoid  most  scrapoloosly  the  slighest  evasiaii  of  a  national 
impost ;  and  though  disposed  to  reprobate  particular  measores 
which  required  lu  w  tiij-^es,  he  contended  that  all  existing  huvs  iu 
relerenoe  to  the  revenne  should  be  obeyed.  With  regard  to  reli- 
ghms  ooBoerns  he  was  peculiarly  nnder  the  influence  of  thia 
pnneiple  of  npfjgbtwesw.  During  his  acadenueal  course  he 
set  no  bounds  to  Ids  inqwries,  and  ftarles^y  followed  Troth 
whtjrever  she  led  hiiQ|  which  was  ofteu  far  from  the  paths  of 

*  Dr.  Tmdmin.  See  P.  D.  M.,  Vol.  Iv.  p.  241. 
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Calvinism,  in  wliieli  his  ehiUliood  bad  been  epent    In  tbe 

pulpit  he  cautiously  refrained  from  using  phrases  calculated  to 
convey  erroneou;3  ideas  ;  nor  would  he  allow  himself  to  be 
pfCBcet,  on  any  occasion,  where  he  knew  a  i'riiiitariaii  doxoiogy 
woold  be  offered.  Often  vae  be  dispoeed  to  pfake  Qod  £or  tbs 
Ugbt  wUeb  bid  been  dilioaed*  in  bis  time,  by  tbe  ewmffaa  of 
upright  inquiren.  Dr.  Prieefley  end  Mr.  lindeey  be  bold  in 
the  highest  estimation,  and  from  their  writing's  ke  derived  great 
gratihcation  and  improvemeut.  Mr.  Ward  had  a  drea^  of 
adding  to  the  inetitiilions  of  Christianity  ;  hence  his  refiiMil  lo 
offifliate  on  CSuietawe  Day  and  tbe  Fiftb  of  November,  and 
benoe  bos  objection  to  fbnsral  eenrieei,  wbiob  lie  esfMsly  pro* 
hibited  in  the  case  of  Mm.  Ward,  and  afterwards  in  his  own,  m 
having  no  precedent  in  scripture,  and  being  a  relic  of  the 
doctrine  of  pnrg^itory.  Some  of  these  sorapLaa  may  af^ear 
miwiie>  but  tbe  principle  from  wbieh  tbey  emanatod  demamie 
Ugb  admimtion  ;  and  when  ezerdeed  with  iimt  hnmility  Ibr 
wMob  the  eabfeet  of  tbie  memoir  wae  eonspioaooiy  it  eannoit 
fail  to  render  the  Christian  useful,  resipected,  and  beloved,  happy 
both  in  life  and  in  death. 


David  Hughes  was  the  son  of  a  venerable  luiuistcr  of  the 
same  name,  once  settled  at  Wincanton,  and  a  brother  of  the 
Rev.  John  Hughes,  long  mimster  at  Honiton.  For  many  jeare 
he  devoted  buneelf  to  bnrineesy  at  Kingabridgey  in  De?onBhire, 
and  poeseeMd  ccmnderable  repntalkn  on  aecomit  of  bis  media- 
nical  and  scientific  attainments.  Becoming  unsuccessful,  and 
having  u  good  share  of  theological  knowledge,  a  deep  conviction 
of  the  importaiice  of  religion,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  do  good, 
be  directed  Ids  attention  to  tbe  Christian  ministry.  In  the  year 
1821  be  received  an  invitation  from  Yeovil^  and  accoi^Bngly 
removed  tbitber  with  a  large  family.  Here  be  laboured  ceal- 
oiisly :  his  pulpit  and  paBtoral  services  were  much  valued,  uud 
ho  was  higbly  re-pected  by  his  brethren  in  the  district.  How- 
ever,  in  1832  he  was  induced  to  emigrate  to  America^  by  the 
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liopp  n\  liiuliiig  ill  that  c'oiiiiiry  iiiu.-.e  iiitjuns  dI' providing  lor  Uin 
iiurge  iHmiiji  wliicti  he  couid  not  procure  iu  his  ualivu  iaud. 

Mr.  Hughes  England  about  the  end  of  Mmy,  and  raaehed 
Bfotttreal  after  «  rapage  of  niiia  waaka.  Tba  period  of  Ina 
ofival  waa  one  of  the  greateet  dtalfaaa  In  thie  part  of  Oanad% 
in  eonaaquenee  of  6ie  devaatatton  prodaoad  bjr  Uie  rava^tes  of 
the  cholera.  .Suck  was  the  state  of  the  town,  that  acconmiuda^ 
tion  eottid  Ofnl^  be  obtained  for  the  travellers  by  the  active  inter* 
poatknoL  of  a  gentleman  to  whom  Mr.  Hitgfaea  made  himself 
knofWDy  and  whoae  kindneia  to  him  and  hia  fiunily  was  moat 
invalnaiUa.  Mr.  Tenkm,  the  fiiend  to  whom  we  refer,  imme- 
diately made  Imown  the  arrival  of  an  Unitarian  minister  to 
other  UnitariBii}*  in  Montreiil  :  the  strongest  interest  wan  iiame- 
diatelj  excited^  and  several  merchants  and  their  ladies  called  on 
him  Id  olfer  everjr  awiatanee  in  fioffthering  hia  viewa.  A  depu- 
tation also  waited  on  Urn  to  solioit  a  servioe  on  fhe  following 
Lord's  Day ;  he  assented ;  ibr  some  particnlar  reaaon  they  then 
requested  him  to  preach  on  a  given  text — "  Christ  and  him  cru- 
cified"— ^to  this  he  also  assented ;  on  which  they  applied  at  the 
whole  round  of  chapels  for  the  use  of  a  pulpily  but  were  unl- 
fecmljrepalaed.  They  then  obtained  permiardon  to  use  a  school* 
loom,  where  Mr.  Hnghes  addresaed  ahoot  eighty  Unitarians,  with 
SQcli  aooeptanoe  that  they  detemdned,  if  possible,  to  fix  him 
with  them ;  they  immediately  subscribed  £60  for  fitting  up  a 
store-room^  capable  of  acccommodating  one  hundred  persons, 
and  negotiated  for  a  dwelling-honsc  in  which  to  settle  his 
femily.*  Having  preaehed  twice  on  the  Snnday,  and  once  in 
the  weeky  on  the  9ih  of  Angnst  he  emharind  in  the  steam-hoat 
to  accompany  his  daughter  to  the  house  of  a  lady  with  whom 
she  had  been  previously  engaged  to  reside.  He  left  his  fuiiiily 
in  good  health  and  spirits,  but  was  soon  afterwards  attacked  by 
the  myateriona  disease  then  prevalent ;  and  within  sixteen  hoon 
all  hia  carsa  and  tronbles  were  Ofv«r|-*lie  breathed  his  last. 
Daring  Mr.  Hughes's  short  stay  in  Montreal,  he  had  endeared 
himself  to  his  brethren  by  an  una^uming  piety,  a  suavity  and 

•  Unit  Chron^  Vol.  i.  p.  262. 
«  2 
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benigmty  of  dispotitian,  and  •  calm  and  ntiooal  an&niKaatiQoi 

of  whiit  hr  believed  to  be  the  truth  of  God.  Scenes  of  future 
usefuhiess,  in  the  tjcrvice  of  his  Heaveuly  1  alLer,  seemed  to  be 
opening  fiar  him;  great  was  the  disappointment  of  those  wholuid 
tried  to  aeenre  tbe  benefits  of  bis  mtnisttj;  bitter  was  the 
anginab  of  the  widow  and  frtheikse^  bat  the/  wen  able  to  aaj, 
in  the  spirit  of  Christian  resignation,  to  Him  whose  providenoe 
does  f>^^<pg  in  vain,  "  Father,  not  our  wiii,  but  tidue  be  done." 
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This  mine  b  Saaton,  simplifying  tike  chorch  upon  the  river  De. 
The  tofwn  stands  on  the  tnmpSke  road  leading  (nm  Somerton  to 

Chard,  and  from  Taunton  to  Crewkerne,  and  is  distant  twelve  mQes 
south-east  from  Taunton,  five  north  from  Chard,  and  tea  south  from 
Lan«^ort.    The  situation  is  low,  but  vcr)  pleasant. 

fliatury  lias  beon  silent  concerning  this  place  (iiiriiig  the  many  ceu- 
turies  in  which  it  was  possessed  by  the  Abbots  of  IVfnclu>Iney, — a  case, 
indeed,  common  enough  with  places  that  btlonncd  to  monastic  socie- 
ties. The  abbots  had  a  grange  here  in  a  spot  near  the  church,  now 
called  Court  Barton,  on  the  east  side  of  which  there  is  a  house  called 
Court  Hally  now  oonverted  into  a  meeting-house  for  the  Society  of 
Friends. 

In  a  field  nortli-west  of  the  Uiwn,  called  Beacon  Fields  a  very  beau^ 
tiftil  and  extendve  prospect  opens  to  die  vieir,  extending  nortlnvird 
orer  a  ridi  flat  ooiintiy,  to  Mendqi  Hills,  eastward  into  part  of  Dor- 
setshire, and  southward  to  Bere  and  Seston,  on  the  sea-coast,  and 
part  of  Defondiire.  The  sumMinding  country  is  so  veiy  populous, 
tiiat  from  one  spot  on  this  eminence  tiie  eye  commands  thirty  parish 
dinrches  widiin  tlie  distance  of  eight  mUes. — Gollinsok. 

Popubtion  hi  l81U-dl60{  in  1821^-2156 1  in  1831,-2957. 
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Th£  mmister  ejected  bom  this  parish  was  Mr. 
WiHiam  AIsop.    He  removed  to  London,  probably 

.s(  n  iilu  r  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity. 
To  him,  however,  this  congregatioQ  owes  its  origin; 
and  the  remembrance  ui  his  example  and  instruc- 
tions influenced  the  earliest  members  Uma  after  his 
removal.  About  the  year  I679«  Mr.  William  Himt, 
an  ejected  &chooi master,  removed  to  llminster.  He 
was  master  of  the  freensehool  at  Salisbury  till  1662 ; 
and  ten  years  afterwards,  on  the  declaration  of  indul- 
gence^ wa«  chosen  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Dis* 
senting  congregation  in  that  city.  The  deolaralum 
bring  recalled^  he  was  again  deprived  of  a  useful 

and  honourable  employment;  it  was  some  time 
afterwards  that  he  removed  to  Ilminster,  near  which 

(invn  lie  was  bom ;  here  he  resumed  his  office  as  a 
schoolmaster,  for  which  his  extensive  acquirements 
woll  litliHl  him  ;  hut  he  was  once  more  obliged  to 
craMCi  and  in  1684  he  died.* 

It  may  be  supposed  that  this  excellent  man  pri- 
vately AuUd  the  cause  of  Noucouiurmity  at  Ilmm- 
Hlt*r.    The*  tintt  regularly  appointed  pastor  appears 
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to  have  been  Mr.  Edmund  Batson,  who  settled  here 

in  1694,  soon  after  he  had  tiuislied  his  studies  at 
Taunton.  Three  years  afterwards^  he  was  succeed- 
ed by  Mr.  Thomas  Marshall,  who  continued  to  offi* 
ciate  till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  early  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  congregation  then 
elected  hib  son,  Mr.  Nicholas  Marshall ;  in  1716, 
thifi  minister  had  three  hundred  hearers^  and  the 
society  afterwards  flourished  under  his  care;  he 
died  in  1725. 

At  a  very  early  period  the  Nonconformists  at  U- 
minster,  who,  Uke  those  in  most  other  places,  called 
themselves  Presbyterians,  provided  thembelves  with 
a  place  of  worship.  The  first  house  of  prayer  was 
probably  small;  but  the  number  of  Mr.  N.  Mcirhhalls 
hearers  warranted  the  erection  of  another  building, 
which  was  accomplished  in  the  year  1719.  The 
exact  site  of  the  former  is  unknown;  that  of  the 
present  is  near  one  of  the  principal  entrances  to  the 
town.  It  has  been  enlarged  since  it  was  first  built, 
and  is  now  capable  of  seating  more  than  four  hun* 
dred  persons.  Its  appearance  is  interesting ;  in  the 
front  are  two  gothic  windows;  the  approach  is 
through  a  burial«ground>  where  rest  the  remains  of 
seTeral  ministers  and  members  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Marshall  was  succeeded  in  1725 
by  Mr.  James  Strong  and  Mr.  Thomas  CoUins. 
Mr.  Collins  had  been,  fur  hcven  years,  the  minister 
of  a  Presbyterian  congregation  at  Temple  Coombe, 
in  the  neighbourhood.  He  probably  continued  to 
fill  the  office  of  pastor  there  in  conjunction  with 
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that  of  assistant  to  Mr.  Strong  at  Ilmmster.  In 
1735^  Mr.  Collins  removed  to  Bridport,  and  Mr. 
Strong  undertook  the  whole  charge,  which  he  re- 
tained till  1738^  when  he  died.  Though  the  con- 
gregation was  numerous  at  this  period*  the  salary 
of  Mr.  Strong,  after  the  retirement  of  his  colleague, 
was  only  £40.  per  annum. 

On  the  choice  of  a  successor  to  Mr.  Strong,  there 
wa6  a  division ;  and  those  who  disapproved  of  the 
election  of  Mr.  West  withdrew,  and  built  another 
nactuig-houiie  at  Broadway.  Whether  this  seces- 
hion  was  occasioned  by  a  difference  in  the  tastes  or 
in  the  sentiments  of  the  people^  I  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain;  it  was  probably  the  latter.  Col- 
lins. Strong,  and  West,  were  all  in  advance  of  their 
toiiu  iu[H)rai  i<.s  on  j)oints  relating  tu  religious  liberty, 
as  well  as  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  and  the 
distinguishing  tenets  of  Calvin.  Concerning  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  ^^lcholas  Marshall,  during  whose 
ministry  the  present  chapel  was  built,  we  have  no 
means  of  judging ;  but  the  appointment  of  Collins 
ami  Strong  as  his  successors  indicates  that  the  con- 
gregation had  been  infected  with  the  Ariomania*** 
or  ihv  of  Eluglaud.    Most  of  the  successors 

of  lluMie  gentlemen  have  been  dissatisfied  with  the 
piHiminent  features  of  "orthodoxy/'  and  have  at- 
(aelunl  peculiar  importance  to  the  practice  of  wor- 
shiping *'()ne  Ood  the  Father/^  in  contradistinc- 

*  The  101  m  Kixeii  hjr  Mc«m,  Bogue  aiul  Bennett  to  tbote  who  MkmtA 
thr  »ft«mttlv  »f  P^tiv^  Halkt.  Fwtcr»  StofnloQ,  md  BiDb^d^. 
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tion  to  "One  God  iu  Three/  and  **Three  Gods  in 
One," 

The  names  of  the  subsequent  pastors  will  be 

given  in  the  usual  list,  and  a  few  particulars  of 
their  lives  in  the  biographical  department. 

The  congregation  continued  large  till  about  the 
year  1770.  Before  that  time  there  were  no  other 
Dissenting  chapels  in  the  town,  and  few  in  the 
ueighbourhootL  Afterwards,  the  people  who  once 
came  from  the  surrounding  villages  to  worship  in 
the  Presbyterian  chapel  erected  buildings  for  them- 
selves. The  inhabitants  at  llmmster  have  at  pre- 
sent an  Independent  chapel,  a  small  socie^  of 
Methodists,  and  the  nucleus  of  a  Baptist  congregar 
tion.  These  circumstances,  and  the  fearless  avowal 
of  Unitariaa  sentiments  on  every  suitable  occasion, 
have  been,  of  late  years,  unfavourable  to  the  nu- 
merical strength  of  this  ancient  church.  The  pre- 
sent number,  however,  is  not  inconsiderable;  it 
amounts  to  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  exclusive 
of  a  thriving  and  well-conducted  Sunday-school, 
consisting  of  a  hundred  children.  This  institution 
was  commenced  in  the  year  1790;  the  present  min- 
ister has  paid  much  attention  to  it,  and  has  been 
ably  supported  by  his  young  irieuds.  The  congre- 
gation also  support  a  chapel  library  and  a  fellow- 
ship fund. 
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William  Also?   166^ 

William  Hunt,  M.A   1675—1064. 

Edmund  Batson   1693 — 1697. 

Thomas  Marshal   1697 — 1705. 

Njchoi.as  Marshall   170.> — 172/5. 

Thomas  Collins   1125 — 1135. 

Jambs  Strong   ]72iS»17a8. 

William  West   1738^1744. 

John  Cranch   1746— -1746. 

JOSRPH  Ki  K{  H   1747 — 1776. 

Jacob  Haves   177(i — 1780. 

Richard  Parminter   1781 — 1787. 

Thomas  Jkrbmt   1787—1788. 

John  Taylor   1788—1790. 

John  Koon   1788—1791. 

joskph  gummkr   1791 — 1798. 

^V^I.lAM  TlIILlPliLPH  Froctor,.*.  1799 — 1801. 

JAMR8  R.  Harris   180^1808. 

John  £van8   1809^1816. 

William  Williams   1818--1819. 

Thomas  Bowbn   1820—1823. 

Edwaud  Whitfikld   1823. 


IIm  R«\\  £omi;nj>  Batson  was  a  ■tudaii  nndar  Mi.  Wsd- 
rii^  and  bsgan  to  jmadi  m  1603.  Ha  fint  setUeBiaQt  was  at 

]1mioal«r>  ftom  wlmiM  Iw  lemorad  to  dapbam,  in  1697,  where 

he  coulimi^U  all  170tJ;  ho  then  succeeded  Mr.  Manluw  \\  Hrreii 
Hud  Mr.  EuiAuuf^i  Hiurttordi  Uie  respected  |]a8to»oi  Paul's  Meet- 
ing, 1  A\inton.  For  Mine  yvan  he  hfui  a  colleague  in  the  pns« 
tond  office  Mr.  llKunas  Cornkb^  wbo  6pag  in  1714»  Mr.  Bat- 
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SOD  continued  sole  |NMtor  till  about  the  year  1730,  when  Mr. 
Atji(»ry  wHa  chosen  to  assiiht  hiin.  Although  requiring  his  aid  on 
account  as  well  of  his  adN  aiiced  age  and  many  iuiirmities  lis  of 
die  great  labonni  of  hm  office,  he  would  nol  raUaquish  anj  ptari 
of  his  aahuyy  wfaieh  00  displsMed  eome  menaben  of  hk  eoogre* 
gatioiiy  tiiBt  thejr  withdrew  and  Ibrmed  another  aoeiety,  of  iHiiefa 
Mr.  Amory  became  the  pastor.  Before  the  division,  the  Pres- 
bytcriiut  coii^epration  nt  T^imton  cou»ifeted  of  filuxu  iiuudred 
heareni,  smd  so  great  was  the  throng,  that  unless  penoiiB  weni 
eeri/  it  was  with  difficnltjr  thejr  eould  get  to  thsir  pews.  Mr. 
Bataoii  w«8  entiselj  laid  aside  hy  Oie  infinnldes  of  age  for  two 
jeare  belm  his  death>  whieh  happened  in  1735.  * 

The  Rev.  James  Strong  was  born  in  168B,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  Academy  at  Tauutuu.  He  was  ordained 
at  GiiniowsoDy  in  ComwaU»  where  he  preached  a  few  yeare. 
His  nejLt  settlement  was  at  Langport,  from  whieh  place  be  re* 
moved  to  Ihninster  in  1725.  Jfi  this  ritnation  he  closed  his  life 
and  labours,  May  21st,  1738,  in  the  fifty -third  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Strong  whs  ibc  uutliur  of  "The  Assembly's  Shorter 
Catechism  reviscdy  and  rendered  fit  for  general  use."  This 
boing  oomposed  upon  the  Anti-Calvinistic  plan,  drew  forth  some 
**  Remarks"  tan  the  pen  of  Dr.  Gnjae^  of  London,  whieh  were 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Strong.  He  also  paUished  A  Sermon  on  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  and  learned  Mr.  Henry  Grove,  preaehed  at 
Taunton,  March  3,  1738."  His  own  funeral  discourse,  preuchcd 
by  Mr.  Amory,  was  published  "  at  the  unanimous  request  of  the 
ministers  present."  The  following  passages  shew  in  what  manner 
Mr.  Strong  diseharged  his  ministerial  duties.  He  sought  for 
Christianit J  in  the  Scriptures  by  a  eritieal  and  constant  stndj  of 
tlieuj,  and  hy  eumerit  prayer.  These  were  the  standard  of  his 
faith  and  practice,  and  by  these  he  tried  the  creeds  and  systems 
of  &llible  men.  He  did  not,  as  the  manner  of  too  many  is,  first 
settle  his  foith  by  the  fovonrile  opinions  of  a  party,  and  then 

•  IMnin's  Uiitoiy  of  Tkiuiton. 
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read  tbie  Seriptnret  with  a  dltpontion  to  see  nodung  in  them 

vvLicli  would  not  aj^ec  with  tliesc:  but  he  I'lKK'nvourcd  to  fiad 
the  geouine  sense  of  the  sacred  writings,  aud  hy  this  tried  the 
truth  of  opinion-  he  Imd  before  embraced,  or  that  were  afterward 
reoommeDded.  This  impartial  stndj  of  the  Scriptures^  joinad 
witU  a  solid  jndgmmit  and  an  honest  hearty  and  soooeeded  hj 
the  Divine  blessing,  qualified  him  to  reeommend  to  advanta^ 
the  best  rcij^ii>u  to  liU  hearers."—"  Further,  he  was  a  thorough 
and  a  consii>teut  Disseut4.'r.  A  regard  to  Christ  as  sole  King 
and  Lord  in  his  chnrob,  to  the  sacred  Scriptures  as  a  perfect 
role  of  fiuth  and  mannerSy  and  to  the  nnalienable  rights  of  con- 
sdeoce  and  private  judgment^— 4eteniuned  him  to  disasnt  from 
tbc  Established  Church,  and  rgect  their  claims  of  authority  in 
niutters  religious,  and  their  additions  to  the  Ihith  und  worship  t»f 
the  gospel.  This  same  principle  made  him  also  reject  equallj 
like  claims  and  additions  made  bj  those  who,  dissenting  from 
the  natoial  chnrch,  and  without  the  eountCDance  of  the  civil 
magistrate,  pretend,  widi  a  very  ill  grace,  to  a  power  they  con- 
demn in  others :  and,  self-condemned,  invade  those  rights  of 
cunseionce  they  uiaiiitaia  as  sacred  agiiiust  the  Etttablishnient. 
As  he  disliked  every  thing  of  au  imposing  temper  in  others,  he 
kept  clear  of  it  himself;  he  stood  fiist  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Christ  had  made  him  free,  and  abhorred  to  lord  it  over  God's 
heritage  ;  allowing  all  the  same  liberty  he  took  for  himself,  end 
maintaining  ;i  i,TCHt  esteem  and  friendship  for  those  wbo,  in 
pursuance  of  this  liberty,  greatly  differed  from  the  sentiments  he 
embrtoed  as  true."  * 


OTUKK  MIMISIKRS  AX  ILMINSTER. 

Mr.  I'RANCH  removed  from  Modbary,  and  coutiaued  pastor 
here  till  his  death,  March  25,  1745. 

Mr  Kbbch,  chosen  two  years  afterwards^  also  ended  his  days 
hi*re  in  1776. 

*  Amory  a  Sermon  on  tho  HeUh  oC  Stttwg,  1738,  p.  33. 
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Mr.  Havks,  ft  native  oi"  liroadway,  piirsned  his  stiulits  under 
Mr.  Hooker,  at  Bridport,  and  gave  up  the  miiiistrj  in  this  town. 

Mr.  PxRMiNTBBy  aaotlier  of  Mr.  Rooker's  pupils,  lived  some 
time  BB  »  mimster  at  Wellington,  preached  a  few  monthei  daring 
Mr.  Faweetf  s  illneee,  at  Kidderminster,  and  tben  settled  at  II- 
minster,  whence  he  removed  to  Widdisoombe,  where  he  died. 

Mr.  Noon  wa.«?  a  native  of  Leicestershire,  and  educuted  at 
Daventr/ ;  he  left  this  congregation  tor  one  at  Lambrook,  and 
went  from  LsmlMrook  to  Pode,  hot  not  as  a  preaebar. 

Mr.  Taylor  beosme  a  Quaker,  and  kept  a  aobool  in  Len- 
easUre  after  he  reidgned  his  eonnezion  widi  Mr.  Noon ;  he  had 
previously  beeu,  for  a  short  time,  successively  chissical  tutor  at 
Daventry,  and  minister  at  VVaUuesley. 

Mr.  GuMMBR  was  burn  in  the  neighbourhood  of  South  Pether- 
ton;  ha  also  was  a  Daventrx  student.  Before  he  settled  at  II- 
minster  he  officiated  both  at  Hereford  and  Woroester;  he  sAer* 
wards  lived  in  London  and  other  places,  but  without  a  stated 
charge. 

Mr.  ProCTOK,  the  son  of  Mr.  Proctor,  of  Oidbury,  received 
hi^  acndemical  education  at  Northampton. 

Mr.  UABRta,  another  pupil  of  Mr.  Rooker,  was  ordained  at 
Lyme  in  1775,  and  continned  minister  of  the  Independent  eon- 
gregation  there  till  1801,  when  he  relinqmshed  his  office  in 
con^uence  of  his  embracing  Unitarianisin ;  he  removed  to  11- 
minster,  and  died  there  in  1808. 

Mr.  KVAfiS  resigned  his  office  as  pastor  of  the  congregation 
in  eoosequenoe  of  ill  health,  went  to  Carmarthen,  where  he 
preached  a  short  time,  and  afterwards  settled  at  Evesham. 

Mr.  Williams  studied  for  the  ministry  at  Carmarthen ;  he 
had  been  settled  at  II minster  f>nly  one  year  when  he  was  taken 
off  by  consumption,  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-two. 

Mr.  BOVBN  lemoved  to  Walsall,  where  he  is  still  living. 
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''Ceokshobm  ii  seele  under  tiie  vooCet  of  an  MUe.  Ther  I  law 
aodiuigTOryiuittbte.  YelllieryB  »ffi;^eniMeeaiiroiiidwitiisniaiil 
pflkrtp  Old  a  praty  tonne  htmt  yn  the  mailcet  plice.**— LiiiAivd. 
A  verjr  aaeleiit  tows,  known  in  the  Smn  Ifanes  by  the  name  of 

Cjiucejine,  which  is  compounded  of  the  words  Cpuce  a  cross,  and 
GajUie  a  €50ttagc,  or  place  of  retin  usent.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
www*  ipug  applied  to  it  in  the  early  ages  of  Christianity,  when  churt-lu's 
were  rare,  and  hermitages  or  celk  were  the  usual  places  of  religious 
anodations." 

^It  k  sitiiated  in  a  rich  and  fertile  vaLe^  well  wooded  and  watered, 
and  iorrowided  with  enltiTated  eminenoei^  whieh  command  extenaive 
and  Teiy  hcantifiil  pimpecte."— CoLuxaoir. 

P^ipidation  b         3021 1  hi  1821,-3434;  hi  1831,-3789. 
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In  the  year  1662,  the  incuiuLent  at  Crewkerue 
was  Mr.  Tomkins.  He  was^  at  firsts  amoog  the 
sufferers  for  conscience'  sake,  but  was  afterwards 
tempted  to  conform.*  Some  of  his  hearers,  how* 
ever,  were  less  flexible;  and»  having  adopted  the 
principles  of  Nonconformity,  steadily  adhered  to 
them.  For  two  years,  from  1665  to  16&7,  they 
had  the  ministerial  services  of  Mr.  James  Steven- 
son, who  bad  been  ejected  from  the  living  of  Mar^ 
tock  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  and  at  length  driven 
from  the  parish  entirely  by  the  Oxford  Act.f  He 
then  removed  to  Crewkerne,  and  preached  m  im 

•  Noiuon.  Mem.,  Vol.  ii.  p.  389. 

f  T!\o  rin'uiTfstnnces  in  which  this  act  was  passed  increase  our  fletrst*- 
ti,Mi  I  I  i!u  spuit  which  prompted  it.  So  completely  had  bigotry  aud  spi- 
lUuul  pndc  haiilcucd  the  hearts  ol  the  Govcmiucut,  that  they  disregarded 
•llko  ihe  wamings  of  God  and  tte  mlMftes  of  am.  At  the  tay  nonml 
tht^  wt^re  passing  this  tynmiicol  ttalntc^  Uio  pkigoe  «m  demtatiaf 
tht  mttroiMai,  Mid  Hie  ejected  niniiten  (wlioiii  ft  their  olsfect  to 
ponMi)  wtro  »liDott  tho  obIj  ponont  wlw  had  snfllcieiit  connco  waA 
nf>Vn)fnco  to  visit  the  abodes  of  pestilence  and  comfort  its  unhappy  victims. 
When  !'i<'  ii'  vv  ministers  of  the  city  churches  fled  and  left  their  flocks  in 
Iho  uHuowt  extJTmltr,  thrte  iioble-minde<l  men  Ptitcred  the  forsaken  pulpits, 
wrnt  fhun  home  to  house  on  their  erranfl^  of  mercy,  and  by  their  pnhlic 
and  prUnlt^  •  vri  llons,  under  the  blessing  oi  God,  the  face  of  death  wore  a 
ghMU>  i>miic.  And  how  were  iluy  rewarded?  By  the  thanks  of  the 
lloMtn  nf  t^unnioni  *  By  the  spontaneous  and  loodly  eyprn—d  gratitade 
of  tha  king  and  |H*i)pIo ?^No;  tmt  bj  bdng  hunted  from  place  to  pkoe et 
hiitnii  unworthy  the  Idceehige  of  hiedam  or  oven  the  oodudoo  ooortmies 
ol  Ulw  t  An  onth.  a  wicked,  enitating  oeSb.  woe  teodered  them,  and  if 
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own  hired  house.   Here,  however,  he  was  not  moie 

safe,  for  he  met  with  many  enemies,  some  of  whom 
threatened  to  bum  down  his  house.   At  the  end  of 
the  two  years  he  returned  to  Martoek^  and  partly 
supported  himself  by  practising  as  a  physician,  for 
which  he  had  prepared  himself  while  hying  in 
Holland  many  years  previously.    When  the  indul- 
gence was  published^  he  again  preached  at  Martock 
kifm  ?ilefllised  house,  and  continued  his  benev<^t 
attempts  to  do  yootl  to  the  souls  and  bodi*'^  ol"  men 
liii^ihir  dsatk  in  X68o.    His  talents  and  character 
iOMiial^'Mm  highly  respected  by  many  of  ^ 
nei^hounug  geaileiiien;  but  the  trials  and  losses 
IpAtaifisileneed  were  very  great,  and  would  have 
ilMsfjQ  Mi'fi^irit  if  he  had  not  finnly  trusted  in 
Gud,  and  steadfastly  determmed  that  'Mils  heart 
AMA n<i> ireprosich  him  as  long  as  he  lived.v^ 
^  i\rr.  Stevenson's  labours  at  Crewkerne  were  of 
shfti^'duration,  but  the  mHuence  of  his  instructions 
and  «XBmple  were  felt  long  after  he  left.   The  ne^t 

iiiiiikjlcr  uf  whom  kiny  1t  ii(  <  >  ii;main,  is  Mr.  Robert 

m^lltly,  who  probably  settled  with  the  congregation 
before  the  commwicement  of  the  last  century.f  In 

he  had  two  hundred  and  lifty  hearers;  he 
WiMtVHg  in  1739,  but  we  may  infer  that  he  was 

thea  old  and  dL^abled,  from  the  circumstance  that 

dL*-*      ft-**-  kill'. 

"  "  '  '      ^  .(  

lb  kiud  ^EQlvidencc  had  imtaine<l  ui  the  xoMt  extnordiuary  amiu^, 
^m^fi^k^imi^  hwdndi  of  kuned  and  etoelknt  mea  wooU  Iwve 
prtiNMKIMt  «r  beei^  to  iMggu^ 

Thew  khin  IOb^  <mu  wordf.  S«e  an  intaraatliig  mamcir  oikkHk, 
MMSlibi  WhlSi|  ^Vtfl*  fl*    SST  • 

H 


Digm-iuu  uy  Google 


242 


Mr.  John  CalUer  was  the  pastor  of  Uie  congregaUoa 
in  the  piooeding  year.    The  ezad  dates  of  Mr. 

Collier's  settlement  and  removal  are  unknown;  nor 
hftTe  we  any  other  certain  information  till  we  come 
to  the  settlement  of  the  first  Mr.  Blake.  Sereral 

persons  now  living  remember  to  have  heard  that  a 
Mr.  Hallett  was  his  immediate  predecessor.  Mr. 
Blake  began  his  ministry  at  Crewkerne  in  the  year 
1754;  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  at  the  end  of 
nearly  fbrty^five  years.  The  suhseqient  ministen 
haye  been  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  York  College,  and 
now  at  Newbury,  and  Mr.  Walker.  The  congr^ 
gatien  has  never  been  Tory  large ;  and  wiAin  the 
last  few  years  removals  and  deaths  have  diminished 
its  numbers;  but  it  is  still  respectable  for  its  siie* 
the  intelligence  of  its  members,  and  the  useful  in- 
stitutions it  supports,  consisting  of  a  good  Sunday- 
school  formed  in  1796,  and  a  chapel  library  of  six 
hiindictl  Ijooks  and  pamphlets,  commenced  in  1825. 
Unitarian  opinions  haTC  been  cherished  here  for 
many  years.  There  is  no  evidence  that  any  of  the 
ministers  have  been  Trinitarians  since  the  erecticm 
of  the  chapels  the  date  o£  which  is  1733. 

Accounts  of  any  previous  place  of  worship  except 
Mr.  Stevenson's  "own  hired  house,"  have  been 
sought  in  vain.  The  present  building  is  of  the 
plainest  kind,  but  is  substantially  and  comfortably 
fitted  up.  Its  dimensions  are  42  feet  by  24;  there 
are  two  galleries ;  and  adjoining  the  chapel  is  a 
small  burial-ground.  In  the  year  1811,  considerable 
repairs  were  effected,  including  a  new  roof  and  new 
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pews,  at  an  expense  of  upwards  of  £400.  Within 
the  building  are  four  monuments;  the  first  is  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Blake,  Sen.,  Mrs.  Blake,  his  wife, 
and  Hannah,  their  daughter ;  the  second  in  memory 
of  Hannah,  first  wife  of  Mr.  Blake,  Jun.,  and 
Hannah,  his  only  daughter  by  that  lady ;  the  third 
in  memory  of  Mrs.  Stuckey,  of  Langport,  who 
died  in  1750,  aged  54  years,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
JoUiffe,  erected  by  Samuel  Sparks,  Esq. ;  the  fourth 
in  memory  of  Mr.  Blake,  Jun.  It  is  the  intention 
of  Dr.  Blake,  of  Taunton,  one  of  the  surviving 
brothers  of  Mr.  Blake,  Jun.,  to  add  an  inscription 
recording  the  death  of  the  second  wife  of  that  gen- 
tleman. The  inscriptions  on  the  monuments  of  the 
two  ministers  are  as  follow:  *  ' 

Aa  A  TRIBUTE  OF  FILIAL  DUTY  AND  AFFECTION,  THIS  MONUMENT, 
ERECTED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  THE  ReV.  WiLLIAM  BlAKE,  MIN- 
ISTER OF  THIS  CONGREGATION  DURING  THE  LONG  PERIOD  OF 
PORTY-FIVB  YEARS.     He  DIED  MaRCH  29,  1/99,  AGED  69. 

A  FAITHFUL  SHEPHERD  o'eR  THE  LITTLE  FLOCK 

Committed  to  his  charge;  his  Master's  will  . 
With  zeal  he  did  enforce,  and  lived  his  law. 

M.  S.  .   ,  ., 

OF 

Rev.  William  Blake,  son  of  Rev.  William  and  Hannah  Blake, 
WHO,  having  zealously  and  faithfully  discharged  the 
duties  of  a  minister  of  this  congregation  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  having  lived  respected  and  beloved,  died  sin- 
cerely LAMENTED    BY  HIS  FAMILY,  FKIENDH,  AND  RELATIONS, 

I8th  February,  1821,  AGED  47. 

What  though  the  grave  closes  over  the  righteous 

MAN ;  STILL  HIS  example  lives.     '  "    '         :     '  ' 

R  2 
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 TOMKINS    1662—1685. 

Jamks  Stevenson   1665 — 1667. 

Robert  Knight   1690—1738. 

John  Cqvusbl   1738 — 

Haixitt   — 1754. 

William  Blakb,  Sbn   1754— 17M« 

William  Blaks,  Jon   1798--1821. 

William  Wilson   1821—1823. 

8amu£L  VValkkr   1823. 


Mr.  BlakBi  S«d.«  wu  desoended  torn  pooM  and  wordkjaBow* 
Ion,  ft  ooOatoi*!  bnneh  of  tbe  ftmilj  of  tbattnw  pttriot^  Adini- 
ndBldw.  HkgivndfrdMr,  ^eRe^.MalacM  Blake,  ft  Nooicoii- 

formist  mimster,  remded  at  Blagdon,  four  miles  from  Taunton- 
Tliis  L'l'iitltMiiiiu  luid  the  fotmdatioa  of  the  Dissenting  congrega- 
tioa  at  \N  oUin^oii»  in  Somenetahiie.  After  the  defeat  of  the 
Duke  of  MoonumA,  to  whoee  cftue  he  had  been  fiiendi/,  he 
wia  obliged  to  flee  from  home ;  he  went  to  Iiondonf  dJagnJaed 
in  ft  lay  dma  with  a  tye-iHf  and  a  aword.  He  had  three  eona, 
»lohn,  MaJuchi,  and  William.  The  latter,  a  woolstapler,  in 
Taunton,  died  at  a  good  old  age,  highl)-  respected,  and  left  three 
■oua  and  live  daughters.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  the 
jonngeit  of  Iheae  ehildren;  he  waa  bom  Jnl/  7,  1730^  reeemd 
hia  obmleal  leandng  under  tfie  Rev.  Bftr.  Hndj»  a  bLurgTinaik 
of  the  BatabHafaed  Chwoh  in  Taonton;  and,  in  1749,  eonnnenoed 
his  academical  studies  at  Northampton,  midor  L)r  Doddridge. 
On  leaving  the  Academy,  ho  i^ettled  with  the  congregation  at 
Crewkeme,  and  was  ordained  there  Ma/  11,  1 757.  Heie^ 
thongh  he  raoeived  eevmleaiMal  invitatioBa  from  olhfT  plaees, 
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he  spent  the  whole  of  his  ftttnre  life,  zealously  discharging  the 
duties  of  bis  otTice.  Feeling  the  infirmities  of  age,  he  resigned 
his  connexion  as  pastor,  July  29,  1 798 ;  bnt  he  did  not  whoUjr 
withdraw  from  poblic  services  till  a  few  montfas  ait^^rards. 

Mr.  fiUe  M  QM  i3i  tboee  who,  in  taacEung  otheca,  pbiiUy 
tfymM  fab  own  belief  of  tfae  troths  he  tried  to  impMB  ap<ni 
tbei^Mindb.  Hie  oeooioiiaDy  authofitative  manner,  tempered 
with  iHiiiliK  ^H  benevolence,  gave  the  air  of  patemai  uUmo- 
nition  lo  kia  public  di-n  mri^tis.  Id  social  lite  he  was  a  kind  and 
tender  hnsbaad;  aa  at£ectionate^  indulgent  parent;  a  sincere  and 
wanil^'ftleDidt  OMidid«'  generalise  and  hnmane  to  ell.  Though 
givrfi^M  sedate^  he  ever  discovered  an  habitual  oheerfblnesB^ 
sad  flBoh  eiffHHdimity,  that  few,  if  an} ,  ever  saw  his  temper 
nrllKd,  ur  hi^  lulnd  discomposed.  No  oue  lived  uu  ru  under 
Ike  c4>ijusUiul  iuilueuce  ui  tlie  all-sustaiuiug  priiicipltb  uf  a  super- 
intending providence  and  a  intore  state  of  immortality.  Hence 
h»dariv6d  support  and  oomfort  under  all  the  afflictions  of  life; 
ao&Jvall^ijodiidedy  unshaken  hope  at  the  bonr  of  deatili. 

Mr*  Blake  was  twice  ounied,  and  had  five  ohildren^  four  of 
whom  survivetl  both  thoir  parents;  the  eldest  was  Dr.  Malachi 
Blakcv  of  Taunton ;  aud  t]i<  second,  the  Kt  v  .  William  Blake, 
w||||^^nBC|8edsd  to  his  father's  ministenal  cliaj:ge.  His  fimezal 
mtfitm  was  preached  and  given  to  Uie  public  tbrongli  die  press 

l^^te  Affv^  T.  Tlioitias.* 

...    t  ^ 

'Mr:  teAJtB,  Jan.,  was  bora  at  Crewkerae^  March  20, 177S. 

He  received  the  early  part  of  liis  classical  education  at  tittbn, 
in  Dorsetshire,  under  ihe  Rev  .  Jaan  -  k  ircup,  and  afterwards  at 
the  Ftpo  ?*^chool  in  Crewkerue.  From  a  cbikl  rie  was  romark- 
abtetepietj,  diligent  and  regular  attention,  a  steady  and  solid 
pfegrtssin  leamisg,  and  a  considerable  talent  for  calcnlations. 

An  Appendix  couUiua  the  Address  and  ria}  cr  delivered  at  the  intci- 
mentf  and  a  memoir  of  the  deceased,  by  Dr.  Toulmin  ;  ttlto  a  tkeicfa  of 
Mr.  BIMi  ><|hBraflter,  sad  aa  elegiac  poem,  by  tlw  Bev*  F.  Webb. 
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Hftvin^  flMHufinlcd  •  fixed  dnire  to  dsvola  liinMlf  to  tlie 

nuiUEitrv,  he  weiit,  in  ITJHi,  to  the  Academ  v  at  N'orthamptua, 
then  under  the  cai>?  ol'  the  Rev.  ^ir.  Horsey.  Here  he  punnied 
Us  studies  witk  dilignee,  sod  bjtti  icgnlar  habit^iatelligeiM^ 
tti  Malitf*  hft  Mmd  tte  eonlldMt  oT  ka  taton^  and  the  re- 
•p0Ct  and  dTmfliiii  of  Ui  fiOov-ttadoits. 

Om  Us  filters  mimtlob,  Mr.  BUe  wss  mftanlmoiulj 
choeen  pallor  of  the  coufrega-ticu  at  Crewk* me.  where  he  re- 
laained  till  kis  death,  Feb.  i8>  1821,  having  spent  twenty -four 
j'ears  in  im^temipted  hannonjr  with  his  flock.  The  disesM 
viddi  lemmd  Urn  ift  the  priwof  Ufe  atladnd  iuidkwl/; 
Atnj  diyi  it  pioouditd  ui  ill  mslt  cC  ditlnisllon  bofcn  il  sb^ 
cited  bis  o«m  upprchcnrion^  or  tiie  tsKoot  Ibm  of  Us  ftonily. 
It  wfts  with  a  bitterness  of  anguish  which,  but  for  the  solaces  of 
religiODf  would  have  been  truly  terrible,  this  awliil  truth  was 
pMamd  b J  hte  Mar  icktiTss ;  aad  mwb  of  his  death 
apMd  liie  deq^  flonw  l&raiigb  tlw  torn  i&d  ad^^ 
His  MMiBi  wm  (bOoirad  to  At  tomb  bj  «  fanf  tnan  of 
momiisvBy  ^R'bo  wept  fef  Uoi  as  §ot  n  AMad  and  brafhar* 
solemn  service  wa«  perforaiL*d  by  the  Rev.  T.  Thomas,  of  Ware- 
ham,  who  also  officiated  at  the  grave  of  Mr.  Blake,  8en^  and 
tha  fotioral  aefnm  waa  praaabed  by  the  Rav.  &  Flawoatt>  of 
Taovfl. 

Mr.  Blaka'a  ftinflj  Uatoiy  loaamblaa  ibat  of  Ua  Miar }  ba 

waa  twiee  marriad,  aad  left  one  son  and  three  danghten. 

The  distingtiishiDg  cha meter  of  his  mind  was  cleamees,  of  his 
heart  benevolence,  of  his  manners  simplicity.  He  was  so  re- 
narinble  for  discretion,  that  his  firiends  often  resorted  to  him 
for  coonaal;  bia  probit/  aad  moderation  wera  ao  well  knowiiy 
aod  Ua  talent  for  boaineBa  ao  miivanallj  aclmowledgad»  that  Us 
•dvioe  waa  extenovely  sought,  and  genarally  gave  satk&otion. 
He  was  capablo  of  much  tenderness,  and  even  ardour,  notwith- 
standing the  extreme  calmness  of  his  manners.  Thoi^e  to  whom 
he  8u<^tMned  the  relationaof  hu^^bnnd,  father,  brother^  and  friend, 
wail  know  with  what  atrangth  of  afiection  bia  beart  oodd  glow. 
To  few  man  baa  a  mre  aqnal  and  happy  lot  been  gnmlad.  In 
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pMOMikm  of  oompetenoe,  ooon^ied  in  tb«  diitiit  of  a  pio- 
Ibtaoii  wkidi  iias  hit  caii/  elioieey  and  wMeh  axactl/  aeoorM 
liis  dlipodtioiiy  ftunoimded  hy  friends  who  Mteemed  and 

loved  him,  und  peculiarly  liap]>y  in  his  domestic  conuexions,  he 
might  seem,  indeed,  to  have  beea  exempted  from  that  portioii 
of  saiefing  wfaieh  tht  moral  Oovernor  of  the  world  sees  fit  to 
digpenie  to  awj  hnmaai  being.  Yet  anfering,  nffioiaiil/ 
Mfvaroy  iffimg  oat  of  Uia  yeiy  loiifoei  of  his  filieitj.  No 
sooner  had  one  who  coatfihnted  to  Us  happiness,  taught  him 
the  uncommon  worth  of  her  cimracter  and  the  f^re^t  value 
of  her  society,  than  she  was  taken  from  him.  And  subsequent- 
ly tfaoDgh  brighter  dajs  were  in  xssrarve  for  him,  there  were 
sooroea  of  aazia^  and  distress  comnsotsd  with  his  in&nt  fiuniljr, 
whiah  bfoaght  liim  aaqasinted  sven  wilih  Hia  bittanaes  of  sor- 
vow,  and  pat  to  a  severs  teat  Ms  trost  In  the  wisdom  sad  good- 
ness of  (lod.  There  was  one  most  engaging  cliild  to  whrun,  hy 
peculiar  circmnstanoes,  his  parents  were  more  tliau  commonly 

warning  he  was  taken  from  thsm ;  the 
siroka  ana  saFsra^  and  sevardj  it  was  felt ;  but  now,  sa  at 
ftmer  tunee^  tta  moamaia  lemsmbaiad  that  Ha  who  gava  in 
menfy,  in  imny  took  swaj,  and  fSkiB  feelings  of  hamssit^  warn 
moderated  and  sustained  by  the  principles  ol  the  Gospel. 

The  character  of  Mr.  Blake  as  a  minister  was  no  less  exem- 
plaiy.  Ha  was  fiuthAd  in  declaring  what  ha  oonoeived  to  be 
the  whola  ooonsd  of  Ood.  His  own  mind  was  stranglj  im- 
piOBBod  with  a  sensa  of  tha  great  troths  of  tho  gospel.  When 
he  left  the  Academy,  his  theological  opinions  were  Arian,  a 
least  respectiug  the  pre-exist*  nee  of  Christ.  A  closer  examina- 
tion of  iSoripture  led  him  to  adopt  what  is  called  modem  Uni- 
tarianism.  This  is  evident  from  the  liturgy  which  he  compiled 
fiir  tiia  ase  of  his  oongr^gstiony  snd  a  earmon  preached  hy  lum 
befiora  the  Sonthem  Unitarian  Society.  Deeming  his  opinions 
of  unspeakable  importance,  maintaining  that  they  best  deserved 
the  name  of  practical,  he  eamegti}  defended  them.  Yet  lus 
general  style  of  preaching  was  plain,  serious,  and  scriptural. 
Glo?ring  with  love  and  gratitude  to  God  and  benevolence  to 
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mma,  he  apoke  from  the  heart  to  the  heart.  He  had  a  deep 
convietiaii  that  piety  is  not  a  raptiiraiis  Ming^  btit »  fixed.  Mid 
etead-x  prindple  ariniig  fiom  jnat  views  of  the  perfectioiis  and 
providence  of  CM,  affecting  the  beart  at  all  timea,  and  regnhil- 

iDg  the  conduct  nnder  all  t  i rcumstaiices.  He  belies  cd  that  a 
preparation  for  heaven  must  be  obtained,  not  by  trusting  in  the 
merits  and  sufferiogs  of  Jesus  Cbnst»  but  bj  obejing  his  pre- 
eepts,  by  imitating  his  example,  hj  controUing  the  selfish  and 
cherishing  the  genenms  aSectionBy  and  hj  seeking  pemooal  hap* 
piness  in  the  promotion  of  the  happen  oC  others.  And  he 
livcnl  tlir  precepts  which  he  taught.  Out  of  the  pulpit  he  was 
quite  aa  much  the  pastor  of  his  flock  as  iu  it.  Whenever  any 
of  liis  people  were  in  sickness  or  affliction^  liis  attention  to  them 
waa  moat  land  and  soothing.  Over  the  poor  he  took  a  apeeiai 
charge ;  and  In  all  seaBomi  of  peeoliar  severity  and  disfareas  the 
servloes  he  rendered  were  pre-eminenily  jadickms  and  efleetnaL 
The  original  nirinoir  from  which  this  account  is  taken  con- 
tains many  more  interesting  remarks.  The  author  of  that  me- 
moil,  whose  initials  are  those  of  Dr.  Southwood  Smith,  thus 
eondndes :  He  haa  finiahed  hia  work ;  he  has  terminated  his 
earthly  conrse ; — ^hia  life  was  honooiahte;  hia  deaUi  waa  peace 
Inl !  There  is  no  sense  of  word  in  winch  he  was  not  a 
faithful  Christian,  and  the  reward  of  Ciirisiiau  lidelity  was  his.*" 

« 

*  Monthly  Rectos.,  Vol  xvi  p.  266. 
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Bbibpoet  ii  ntnited  in  a  nie  nnrraiDid«cl  by  UQi^  a  nute  norA 
from  the  sea.  ItohsmiintiialedattheiiKmlihof  thcrimBrit^bat 
It  hig  ttem  tim  ol  my  note ia  mirilimB  aAuia.  The  town  hasa  ta- 
iptctdbte  appcataiMM,  tka  priad^  ttvNtt  bdng  faraad  and  i|yaotooi^ 
■ad  many  of  tba  iMUifft  foy  wcH  taflt. 

For  a  great  number  of  yean     inihabitanti  weie  ddefly  supported 
by  the  manufacture  of  twines,  lines,  small  cordage,  nets  and  sail- 
cloth i  and  a  considerable  trade  is  still  carried  on  in  these  articles. 
Populaiion  in  1811^--i3^6/  i  m  1821,-s)742 » in  1831,-^42. 
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UMITABIAN  CHAPEL. 

Ths  DiBBenting  cause  at  Bridport  appears  to 
have  originated  with  Mr.  Eaton,  who  was  ejected 
from  the  living  in  1662.*  All  the  informatien 
oonceniiDg  him  is^  that  "  he  was  an  ingenious  and 
delicate  preacher/'  and  published  "two  sermons 
vindicating  the  ministers  of  Christ  from  the  charge 
of  being  House^reepersy^  Mr.  Joseph  Hallet,  who 
was  ejected  from  Chesleborough^  in  Somersetshire, 
retired  to  this  town  and  lived  here^  probably,  in  the 
private  discharge  of  ministerial  duties,  till  he  was 
invited  to  ExLeter.^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bhd- 
port»  there  were  many  Nonconformists;  ministers 
lo6t  their  livings  by  the  Bartholomew  Act,  at 
AUington,  Beaminster^  Charmouth,  Chardstock, 
Hawkchurch,  Lyme,  Monkt<m,  Whitchurch,  and 
ulUcx  places ;  most  of  them  preached  occasionally, 
an4  some  raised  large  eonregations. 

Mr.  11  a  Hot  romoveii  to  Exeter  about  the  year 
Ui72.  In  that  year,  Mr.  Ilowne  took  steps  for 
placing  the  cause  on  a  permanent  basis  at  Bridport 
'rhii»  appears  from  a  licence  of  a  private  house,  in 

*  N,  M.  Vol.  I.  |i,  444.       t  lu  AUu&io£k  to  Uie  passage  %  Timothy  iii.  6< 

I  N.  M.  VoL  i.  p. 
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which  he  was  to  officiate,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Gold- 
ing.  This  document  is  dated  May  1,  1672;  it 
describes  Mr.  Downe  as  an  Independent  preacher, 
though  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  he  was  ordained 
by  a  Fresbyteiy.  A  list  of  the  members  of  the 
Bridport  congregation,  at  this  period,  is  still  pre* 
served ;  the  number  was  about  a  hundred.  A  few 
years  afterwardsj  the  goyemment  became  more  jea* 
kms  than  ever,  of  all  who  were  opposed,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  to  the  Church  of  England.  The 
Nonconfonnists  at  Bridport  shared  in  the  perseciK 
tions  of  the  time;  and  in  1680,  the  pastor  and  some 
of  his  people  were  imprisoned.  Whether  they  were 
immediatdy  concerned  in  the  horrible  catastrophe 
which  followed,  does  not  appear;  but  the  failure  of 
Honmoiith's  rebeUion  and  the  inhuman  ferocity  of 
Jefferies^  inflicted  great  injury  m  their  cause. 
The  inhabitants  had  to  endure  the  dreadful  specta- 
cle of  the  execntion  of  twelve  persons  by  the  order 

of  this  "  unjust  judge.** 

The  next  minister  of  whom  there  is  any  account 
is  Mr.  Baker.  He  published  several  works  and 
had  the  reputation  of  being  "  an  excellent  evangeli- 
cal preacher."^  Two  years  after  his  decease  came 
Mr.  Drewitt,  who  remained  at  Bridport  till  1737, 
when  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  Taunton.  His 
services  at  the  latter  place  were  of  short  duration ; 

at  the  end  of  one  year,  symptoms  of  consumption 
obliged  him  to  remove  to  Beaminster  for  change 
of  air«  which  proved  ineffectual^  and  there  he 

•  Mr.  WOaoB's  MS8. 
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died.*   Mr.  DmHiitV  iucewor  mm  Nr.  CoIliB% 

during  whoBe  ministry  the  society  divided^  and  thi 
pecedm  conaieneed  the  preeent  large  aad  rei^eeta* 
ble  Independent  congregation.  "  Mr.  Collins  wag 
bappy  in  his  connexion  (says  a  writer  in  the  Pro^ 
teataot  Diaaentera'  Magaiine^t)  till  tfaa  year  17^ 
when  the  harmony  of  it  was  broken  by  suspicions, 
which  flome  then  bogaa  to  entertain  of  his  orthodozj 
la  the  deetrine  of  the  Trimty.''  The  Bridport  Dia- 
senters  were,  at  this  time,  numerous ; — more  than 
two  himdved  separated  from  Hr.  CoUina,  and  the 
heterodox  section  was  still  larger ;  the  majority  adp 
hercd  to  their  pastor  and  continued  to  enjoy  his 
aenricea,  till  he  waa  disabled  by  diaeaae. 

In  the  year  1764,  Mr.  Sutton  was  chosen.  At 
the  end  of  five  years,  he  removed  to  London  and 
waa  succeeded  by  Mr.  Waters.  Hie  latter  minister 
was  ordained  in  1769  ;  by  him  the  register  of  bap- 
tisms was  eommeneed.  He  waa  followed  by  Mr. 
Howe,  of  whose  services  there  is  yet  a  grstefol 
collection.  In  179L  four  years  after  the  settlement 
of  Mr.  Howe,  the  congregation  resolved  to  erect  a 
new  chapel.  The  place  in  which  they  previously 
assembled  was  held  upon  a  lease  under  the  corpo» 
ration.  The  foDowing  resolntiea  was  passed  at  this 
period;  "That  the  present  meeting-house  is  ex- 
tremely mean  in  its  appearance,  unbecomiag  the 
respectability  and  opulence  of  the  society,  incon^ 
modious  both  to  the  speakers  and  hearers,  u^uf* 

•  Toulmin's  Histoiy  ol  Tftttnton,  Savage's  Sdttion»  p.  176. 
t  VoL  V.  p.  246. 
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fcitnt  jbr  the  Moonniodalioii  of  aU  those  who  woiw 

ship  there,  and,  moreover,  in  a  very  decayed  and 
rofaftous  condition.''  Before  Uie  meetiiig  aepmted* 
the  sum  of  £567.  was  subscribed  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  building ;  and  tbii$  sum  was  soon 
iuereased  by  the  congregation  and  their  immediate 
connexions  to  i;1443.  The  total  expense  of  pur- 
eharing  the  land  and  building  the  clu^l  amounted 
to  about  £S00.  more,  which  lematned  some  years 
as  a  debt,  but  was  eventually  raised  and  paid  by 
the  society. 

The  new  place  of  worship  was  opened  on  Sunday, 
March  9th,  1794,  The  season  being  inconvenient 
fer  the  usual  meeting  of  distant  friends*  Mr«  Howe 
preached  on  one  part  of  the  sabbath  and  Mr.  Faw- 
cett  on  Uie  other.  To  the  exertictts  of  the  latter 
miiiiBter,  who  resided  near  Bridport  some  years 
without  a  pastoral  charge,  this  society  were  largely 
indebted.  The  opening  of  the  new  chapel  was  cd^ 
b rated  on  Wednesday,  April  30th,  1794;  sermons 
being  preached  ])y  Mr.  Manning,  of  Exeter,  and 
Dr«  Toulmin,  of  Taunton,  and  devotiimal  services 
conducted  by  Mr.  Gummer,  ul  Ihninster,  and  i\lr. 
hLdt  of  Wareham. 

This  place  of  worship  is  one  ct  those  which 
can  scarcely  fidl  to  attract  the  eye  of  the  traveller, 
it  steads  on  a  gentle  ascend  in  a  conspicuous  and 
eiigiUe  situation,  within  sight,  yet  partly  removed 
from  the  noise,  of  the  principal  street.  The  words 
Unitarian  Chapel  are  inscribed  on  the  front.  Its 
height  and  general  appearance,  now,  leave  a  less 
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filvourable  impreMkm  on  the  tnifdlsr  diaeii  tlxy 

did  at  first,  in  consequence  of  the  erection,  immedi- 
ately a^jwung,  of  the  literary  Institution,  a  hand- 
some and  commodious  edifice,  for  which  the  inhaln- 
tants  are  indebted  to  the  generosity  of  Henry 
Warburton,  Esq.,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
Borough.  The  piece  of  ground  between  the  chapd 
and  the  street,  being  small,  is  not  a  general  ceme- 
tery, but  has  a  few  vaults  belonging  to  members  of 
the  congregation.  The  interior  of  the  building  is 
particularly  neat;  if  any  thing  appears  unnecessary 
to  a  stranger,  it  is  the  curtains  which  conceal  some 
of  the  pews.  In  addition  to  galleries  on  three  sides, 
there  is  a  small  one  raised  above  that  at  the  end 
for  the  use  of  the  choir.  Over  the  pulpit  is  a  tablet 
with  the  following  inscription : 

To  THE  MEMORY  OF 

THE  Rev.  Thomas  Howe, 

TBB  FAITHFUL  AND  BELOVED  PASTOR 

OP  THIS  Christian  society 

FOR  32  YEARS, 

WHO  DiSD  16th  Novbibbb»  1820» 

AOBD  61. 

••Be  MOT  8LOTHFTOL,but  followers  of  them  who  through^ 

BIAITB  AMD  FATIBMCB  INHERIT  THE  PROMISES/ —Heb.  vi.  12.^^^^ 

Before  the  chapel  was  opened  the  congregation 

met  to  consider  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  Hfetttg^. 
After  some  discussion  they  decided      Javour  of 
doing  so  for  a  given  period,  at  the  dnJ^I^  whi<?l^,. 
they  again  met  and  resolved  to  continue  the  plan., i 
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The  following  copy  of  the  original  resolutions  mny 
be  useful  as  a  record  of  the  opinions  at  the  time  in 
question,  not  only  of  the  Bridport  congregation  but 
of  several  others. 

Resolved,  Ist. — That  it  u*  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the 
present  mode  of  couductiug  public  worship  is  objeotionable. 
Because  tlie  miQister  aloue  being  tbe  speaker,  the  people  are 
apt  to  oonstder  theiDselveB  ae  merelj  paeaiTe,  and  to  tfdnk  that 
Ae  minirter  ia  ratfier  prajing  for  than  with  them.  Becanae  the 
people,  not  knowing  befbrehand  what  language  tbe  miuister 
will  use,  must  vvait  mi  til  he  1ms  uttered  the  sentence,  btjfuru 
the/  can  know  whether  they  can  adopt  it  as  their  own.  And 
eepedall/ — Because  the  devodon  of  a  whole  congregation  ia 
herehjr  inade  to  depend  too  much  on  the  fianie  of  mind  of  the 
mnuBter,  which,  like  thoee  of  others,  mnsC  be  verj  diflerent  at 
diUferent  timee.— 

On  the  other  hand. 

Resolved,  2nd. — That  by  the  use  of  printed  forms,  the  people 
have  an  opportunitj  of  pemsing  them  in  private,  and  by  this 
means  of  being  better  prepared  for  using  them  in  public.  The 
attention  of  the  worshipers  is  more  easilj  kept  up,  when  the^r 
themselves  take  an  active  part  in  the  service.  Proper  devo- 
tional affections  are  more  likely  to  be  excited  hy  a  whole  con- 
gregation uuitiiig  tiicir  voices  iii  the  various  solemn  addresses 
to  the  Divine  Being.  And,  where  such  a  provision  is  made, 
pabUc  wotahip  maj  with  more  ease  and  proprietjr  be  carried  on 
hy  a  oongregatioa,  in  case  of  a  nunister's  absence. 

Resolved,  9rd  — That  it  has  been  otjected  to  the  use  of  printed 
fonns,  that  free  pniyer  is  one  of  the  principal  distinctions  be- 
tween Dissenters  and  members  of  the  Establiuhed  Church  ;  but 
the  persons  who  urge  thb  objection  should  consider  that  this 
alone  wonld  hy  no  means  justify  a  separation  from  the  esta- 
*  blidiment ;  and  that  the  pnndplea  of  Dissent  are  the  unalienable 
rights  of  private  judgment  in  matters  of  religion,  and  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  sob  head  of  the  church. 
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Bemim,k  th«M  not  a  ymymtUM  diftMot  belMii  iMfa^ 

campellfld  to  jcnn  in  a  liturgy,  the  MntimentB  of  wbkli  ma/ 

oppose  our  own  convictions,  aud  voluntarily'  joiiiiug  in  the  UMe 
of  forms  which  we  thorouglily  approve  ? 

It  has  also  been  objected  to  j  reompOBcd  forms,  that  when 
enstom  baa  Tendered  them  &miliary  however  excellent  in  them- 
aelvea^  diej  cease  to  pvodnoe  the  dedred  effect.  Bnt,  'betadee 
that  this  olgeetion  Itee  equally  against  manj  of  those  whieh  are 
called  Elxtempore  pruyurs,  it  is  in  a  great  lueaaure  obviated  by 
introducmg  a  variety  of  services,  to  be  u&ed  in  succession,  so 
that  the  same  shall  not  return  in  less  than  three  or  fonr  Sab- 
baths. 

Anoth^  objeetion  to  the  nse  of  forma  has  been,  that  it  is 
limiting  the  operatiaikB  of  tbe  Holy  Spirit,  and  that,  therefore, 

there  is  no  reas  u  t  >  expect  the  Divine  bles^ng  upon  it.  But 
this  does  not  a^^e&i  to  be  supported  by  reason,  since  God  is  a 
God  of  order  and  not  of  coninaion ;  and  had  this  mode  been 
displeasing  to  him,  it  would  never  have  been  adopted  in  the 
Jewish  chnrehy  in  the  services  of  which  our  Saviour  himself 
joined.  Moreover,  it  has  been  urged  that  the  best  forms  of 
prayer  cannot  be  supposed  to  iiu'lude  all  the  variety  of  cases 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  introduce.  Hue  reason  is  iUaa  done 
awa/,  if  the  minister  be  pennitled  to  me  a  prajer  of  his  own  as 
a  part  of  the  service. 

iu  ucoordaace  with  these  resolutions^  the  cougie- 
gregation  introdiiced  four  forms  of  prayer  which 

th  y  li  n  t  since  continued  to  use.  They  still  maiii- 
taiu  their  position  as  oae  of  the  largest  Unitarian 
societies  in  the  West  of  England.*  Bridport  is  one 
of  the  few  towns  which  retain  corporations  consisting 

*  ikmng  the  mwabsn  aie  Sewsadwiti  ef  iwrwd  lafaihli  in  tfie  towa  • 

and  neighbourhood; — the  names  of  Dovn^c  and  Gundry  appear  in  the  lift 
nf  thr  two  thoutand,  and  the  &iiuliM  o(  CoUox  and  HoudkU  are  dircctlj 
detcend«d  from  Mr.  Oonfan. 
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chiefly  of  Dissenters  ;  and  hcrt;  many  members  of 
that  body  belong  to  this  congregation.  In  addition 
to  Bome  of  the  oldest  fimiiKi!«  and  most  influenlid 
inhabitants  of  the  town^  there  is,  in  this  society^  a 
a  large  proportion  of  that  class  to  whom  the  gospel 
was  first  preached  and  who  heard  it  gladly.  The 
venerable  biographer  of  Mr.  Howe,  writing  in 
1820,  says  His  capacious  chapel  was  well  filled 
by  a  serious  and  attentive  audience,  a  considerable 
part  of  which  was  formed  of  labouring  mechanics 
and  the  industrious  poor.**  And  what  can  be  a 
better  proof  that  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity 
pervades  a  house  of  prayer^  than  the  eircomstance 
that  the  high  and  the  low  are  to  be  finmd  there  de- 
riving eq^ual  advantages  from  its  services  ?  This 
congregation  has  occasionally  distinguished  itself 
by  generous  contributions,  particularly  towards  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  thruwiiig  out  Lord  Sid- 
mouth's  Bill,  the  fund  for  the  persecuted  Protest- 
ants  in  the  south  of  France,  and  the  support  of*  the 
British  and  Foreign  Schools.  The  principal  insti- 
tutiom  eonnected  wttih  theiT  own  chapel  are  » 
Sunday-school,  conducted  by  the  younger  members 
of  the  society,  and  consisting  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty  children ;  a  fellowship  fund,  from  which 
liberal  grants  have  frequently  been  made  to  Uni- 
tarian churches  in  want  of  assistance ;  and  a  chapel 
library,  containing  about  one  thousand  volumes, 
the  circulation  of  which  is  unusually  great.  There 
is  much  reason  to  believe  that  this  society  will  con- 
tinue to  flourish — to  find  in  their  powerful  principles 
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encouragement  to  persevere  in  useful  undertakings^ 

and  afford  to  those  neighbouring  communities  with 
which  it  associates  so  cordially,  at  once  an  example 
of  congregational  stability  and  all  necessary  help  in 
acquiring  it.* 


William  LiUton   J662— 

J08£PH  Hallbt   1062^1672. 

Richard  Downs   1672—1087. 

Samubl  Bakbb  . . .  • ,   1687—1727. 

ROBKRT  DRBWITT   1729 — 1737. 

Thomas  Collins   1735— 17(M. 

William  Sutton    1764—1769, 

GsoBOR  Waters   1760—1787. 

Thomas  Howe    1787—1820. 

Oborob  Barkbb  Wawnb   1821 — 1827. 

RoBKRT  Cree   1827—1834. 

Philip  Uaawood    1835. 


*  The  present  minister,  Mr.  Philip  Hanrood,  via  ivwlMd  to  wtfla  htn 
on  leaving  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  This  genUeraan  commenced  his 
studies  for  the  ministry  with  the  intention  of  devoting  himself  to  the 
service  of  some  '*  orthodox"  congregntion.  Posscssincr,  however,  an  earn- 
est desire  to  arrive  nt  truth,  he  exercised  his  own  jiulpineiit  to  an  unusual 
extent,  particularly  during  the  delivery  of  a  course  ot  at  ailcnucal  kirtureii 
by  Dr.  Chalmers,  of  whose  class  he  was  a  member.  His  prepossessions  in 
fltvonr  ol  cHhodosyv  luiviBg  been  previously  wedumed  by  a  private  and 
Impartiil  atodj  d  the  aecred  veoonl%  feoeived  »  etill  ynUae  dnck  bjr 
what  appeared  to  him  the  inoongnious  aaiertions  and  feeble  tteKiningi  of 
the  oetehnted  lecturer,  on  the  subject  of  the  atonement.  Mr.  Htnrood 
eoeii  allenranis  became  a  ded4ad  CJaitoruui. 
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Mr.  Honn'e  wa«  bora  at  Uffoulme,  iu  Devonshire,  about  the 
year  17^.  His  excdlent  pmntB  lint  placed  him  under  the 
inetnictioii  of  Mr.  Lamport,  at  that  time  the  minister  of  Uifeidmey 
and  afterwards  of  Honiton.   At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  was  seat 

to  Hoxton,  where  his  amiable  manners  und  his  exemplary  de- 
portment secured  for  him  the  affection  both  of  his  tutor?*  mid 
fisUow-stadeots.  On  leaving  Hoxton,  he  was,  for  a  short  time, 
dmneetic  chafdaan  and  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Sir  Harrjr  IVelawn/, 
vho  ever  retained  for  him  the  highest  estsem.  On  Sir  Harrj's 
conforming  to  the  Established  Chnrcb,  Mr.  Howe  removed  to 
Rin^ood,  where  he  resided  a  few  years,  the  minister  of  a  small 
Presb^  tt  riim  society.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Waters,  in  1787,  he 
received  au  unanimons  invitation  to  Bridport.  In  the  following 
year  he  was  oidained,  the  society  being  &vonxed  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Rev.  J.  Manning,  and  the  Rev.  Doctoars  Kippis 
and  Rees.  With  this  alleetionatc  people  he  spent  the  remain- 
ing thirty-three  years  of  his  life,  discharging  Li:,  pastoral  dnties, 
and  promoting  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness.  His  con- 
gregation ^'!f?d  with  each  other  in  rendering  his  sitnation  happy ; 
and  that  he  had  a  jnst  claim  to  swsh  regard,  no  one  who  knew 
him  coidd  deny.  W»  talents,  in  themselves  good,  were  diligent^ 
]y  cultivated  and  nseftdly  applied.  His  memory  was  retentive 
and  his  judgment  sonnd  :  his  temper  naturally  sweet  and  his 
feelings  lively.  In  the  friendly  circle  he  was  unifurmly  cheerful 
and  instmotive  ;  and  in  the  world,  he  was  the  warm  but  tempe- 
rate advocate  of  peaee,  tntth,  and  liberty.  His  theological  senti- 
timents  were  the  result  of  close  and  impartial  investigation. 
For  several  years  after  he  left  Hoxton,  he  believed  in  the  pre- 
©xistence  of  Christ,  but  on  further  inquiry,  he  became  what  is 
commonly  termed  a  decided  Unitarian.  Mr.  Howe  was  dis- 
tinguished by  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of 
hUi  office.  His  mornings  were  dSigentlj  employed  in  reading 
and  oompositum,  his  evenings  in  friendly  and  pastoral  visits. 
The  Monday  in  each  week  he  particnlarly  devoted  to  those  who 
by  sickness  had  been  detained  from  public  worship.    His  dis- 
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courses  were  plain,  serious,  and  «cri{)tiiriil ;  irapressivel y  deli- 
vered, and  admirably  adapUid  u>  Liie  capacities  aud  circuia.-ttauces 
of  his  hearera  j  he  niight,  iu  the  best  sense  of  the  word^  be  called 
a  ime  nrver*  He  stiidioaBly  availed  bimaelf  of  evei7*oppor- 
tmiitj  of  improving  passing  events  for  the  benefit  of  his  bearers. 
To  the  younger  part  of  his  flock  he  paid  particnlar  attention^ 
not  merely  by  occasiomil  addresseti,  but  also  by  reguhir  jud 
stated  catecbetieal  lectures.  Tiie  poor^  the  sick^  aud  the  aged, 
hugelj  experienced  bis  kindness.  Denerositj^  and  that  of  the 
noblest  kind^  Ibimded  on  Christian  benevolence  and  supported  bj 
well-regalated  economy^  filmed  a  prominent  feature  in  his 

cUaracter. 

Mr.  Howe  died  November  15tb,  1820.  He  bad  for  bevenil 
months  been  afflicted  with  shortness  of  breath  and  occasional 
spasms.  Though  follj  apprized  of  die  alarming  uatare  of  his 
diMse,  he  preserved  his  ironted  seremtj^  and  vas  not  prevented 
firom  preaching  more  than  one  sabbath.  On  the  day  of  his 
death,  he  dined  and  spent  the  aflemoon  with  u  friend,  wb  •  at- 
tended him  home  aud  left  bmi  as  well  as  usual,  only  a  little 
fittigued  with  the  walk.  After  entering  his  house,  he  had  not 
sat  many  minutes^  before  the  servant  perceived  his  hands  ftU, 
and  his  head  droop,  and  thought  he  was  asleep ;  but  on  nearer  Ur 
spection  found  that  he  was  dead.  I'bus  suddenly  did  an  All-wise 
Providence  remove  from  tbe  world,  one  of  the  best  of  men. 

It  was  natural  to  expect  that  his  death  would  be  deeply  re> 
gretted.  The  inhabitants  manifested  their  sorrow  by  nnani* 
mously  agreeing  to  posl^ne,  till  after  his  interment,  a  general 
illumination,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  several  days  earlier. 
The  congregutiuu  touk  upon  themselves  the  management  of 
the  funeral,  aud  his  remains  were  followed  tu  the  grave  by  an 
immense  concourse  of  people.  Six  Dissenting  ministers  of  dif- 
ferent denominations  supported  the  pall,  thus  shewing  their  re- 
speet  for  one  whoee  charity  embrsced  the  sincere  and  upright  of 
every  denomination.  Mr.  Manning,  of  Exeter,  coudui  ted  the 
iimerHl  service,  and  ou  the  succeeding  biibbath,  a  suitubic  dis- 
course wa«  delivered  to  a  large  audience,  by  Dr.  8outhwood 
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Suiitli,  wiiO,  at  the  uaaaimoui)  request  of  the  cougr^atiou^  gave 
k  to  thft  fNiUic.  * 


Mr.  Wawns  was  »  native  of  Hull.  Hk  mother  djdng  when 
he  was  joimg^  he  was  hvooght  up  under  the  caie  of  her  retires. 
The  ndigione  eentiments  whieh  he  first  unbihed  were  ^  ortho- 
dox," bnt  after  careful  examiuatiun,  at  an  early  period  of  life, 
he  embraced  Unitarianism.  In  consequence  of  a  luug  cherished 
desire  to  devote  himself  to  the  ministry,  he  became  a  student  at 
York»  in  the  jear  1816.   Having  completed  the  usual  oooise 
with  distipgnished  credit,  he  was  chosen  to  succeed  Mr.  Howe, 
at  Bridport.    Mr.  Wawne  possessed  unuraal  qnaliUcations  for 
Lis  task,  and  gave  himself  to  it  with  an  ardour  and  singleness  of 
purpose  seldom  surpassed.    The  vigour  and  comprehensiveness 
of  his  mind,  his  habitual  fervour  of  devotional  feeling,  and  his 
benevolent  anxiety  for  the  immortal  welfiure  of  his  flock,  render- 
ed his  pulpit  services  peciiliarlj  efficacious.    He  deemed  it  one 
of  his  greatest  duties  and  most  pleasing  emploj  ments  to  instruct 
and  improve  the  young.    And  he  felt  it  to  be  a  blessing  that,  in 
this  part  of  his  task,  he  received  the  assistance  of  several  worthy 
and  estimable  friends.   To  the  interests  of  the  other  members 
of  his  flock  he  was  equally  attentive.   Regulating  hia  conduct 
by  the  precepts  of  the  apostle,  he  rebuked  not  an  elder,  but  en- 
treated him  as  a  father,  and  the  younger  men  as  brethren,  the 
eider  women  as  mothers,  the  younger  as  sisters.   In  privatCi 
his  attention  to  their  interests  was  equally  unremitting.  The 
poor  he  reUeved,  the  sick  he  visited  and  consoled,  the  dying 
he  prepared  for  death.   Nor,  while  he  thus  proved  himself  a 
faithful  shepherd,  wad  he  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  other 
religious  societies,  or  uninterested  in  the  })romnlgaUou  of  their 
doctrines.    Whilst  health  permitted,  he  laboured  to  diffuse  the 
knowledge  of  Christian  truth,  and  to  fix  in  the  minds  of  others, 
flie  principles  by  which  his  own  was  influenced.   When  dis- 

•  M.  R.  VoL  xvi.  p.  5:t. 
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ablt'il  Ijy  sickness,  he  coiitiuued  to  n-gurd  tliose  principles  as 
bupremely  important  aud  to  derive  from  tbcni  loustHiil  ftupport. 
Conveniag  a  few  days  before  lus  death  with  the  irieud  who  was 
oonstantlj  at  his  nde  during  bis  iUneasy  oan  the  words  of  the 
Psabnist : — *<The  saerifiees  of  God  are  a  broken  spirit^  a  broken 
and  contrite  heart  God  will  not  despise/'  he  observed,  **  b  it 
not  straii^^e  that  so  ininiy  persons  can  be  found  in  this  enlight- 
ened age,  who  implicitly  believe  in  the  popular  doctrine  of  the 
atonement  ?  At  this  time,  when  I  am  tnrmnjf  my  thoughts  in 
every  direction,  I  do  assure  yon  that  the  truth  of  the  Unitarian 
doctrine  seems  to  shine  out  more  and  more  clearly." 

A  decline  of  health  was  nppiireut  tsoon  after  be  settled  at  Hrid- 
|)ort.  His  illness  was  lingering,  and  assumed  towards  its  close 
the  usual  symptoms  of  consnmption.  Indications  of  a  consti- 
tutional tendency  to  this  fiital  disease  were  not  wanting ;  and 
the  duties  of  the  mlmstry,  performed  with  a  trembling  solicitude 
and  connected  in  his  case  with  much  mental  excitement,  called 
into  uttioii  its  latent  principles.  In  the  Autumn  of  IH'25,  he 
resigned  his  situation  as  pastor  ot  the  society,  but,  at  their  re- 
quest, conUnued  among  Uiem  with  the  assistance  of  the  friend 
just  mentioned,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Tegg^.  The  hopes  of  his  peo- 
ple were  not  realized ;  increasing  debility  made  him  daily  more 
unable  to  encounter  exertion,  and  gnidually  withdrew  him 
irom  his  labotu*8.    He  died  April  18th,  1827.* 

•  Monthly  Repot.  N.S.  Vol.  i.  p.  417.  Sec  al«o  a  faithful  tribute  to  the 
niemovy  of  Mr.  Wawue  iu  the  sermon  oa  hit  death,  by  the  Rev.  £.  Whil« 
field. 
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'"DoECBBiTBit  U  deligflitfyiy  dtuated  on  an  ascent  above  the  river 
Frome,  which  bounds  it  on  the  north  side,  at  the  distance  of  about  six 
luilcs  fruin  the  British  (  haniK-l;  and  on  the  south-west  it  opens  on 
plea.sant  downs  intcriiuxcd  willi  corn  tield».  T\\c  view  it.  every  where 
uncoiiiiiKMilv  }>U  iisant;  and  the  numerous  flocks  oi'  s[ieep  which  wliiten 
the  plains,  the  river  with  its  windintr  cmir^e,  and  tlu-  j^ently  risinsr  hills 
iu  the  distance,  alto^ther  g^ve  it  an  enchautiug  effect.  The  town 
forms  an  irregidar  square,  though,  in  former  times,  as  appears  from 
observation,  it  moit  probably  made  a  complete  one.  It  consists  priiu 
dpally  of  three  spacious  streets*  wbkh  join  each  other  about  the 
auddlc:  IheMi,  with  the  subordinate  ooci,  aie  well  pafed»  aad  m 
general  adorned  with  hanubome  buildup  of  brick  and  stone.  Tliose 
of  most  eminence  are^  the  three  drarches  of  St.  PetePs,  TVinity,  and 
AH  Sahitoi  the  Town  Hall,  the  County  Hall,  and  tiie  New  Gaol."* 
BniTTON  and  Bratlby. 

Fbpttlationin  1811,-^2646;  in  1821,-9743;  In  1831,-^. 
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In  1662.  two  minister  were  ejected  from  Dor- 
tk/e^i,  und  one  from  l^ordmgton, — a  populous 
l>Mili  wd^mmag.  The  firmer  were  Mr.  B&m,  cf 
Allladlow^  and  Mr.  Hammond,  of  Trinity  and  St. 
r<4«r«;  tke  latter  wis  Mr.  Churchill.  Mr.  Ham- 
i:..£Lc.  hec«»e  the  minister  of  a  large 

T>|2j,i^ii^i23^  ci»^t«gad«>B  al  Taunton,  in  conjunction 
wnr>  Xr.  Xe«toB»  and  lenained  there  till  the  cruel- 
*iuca  if^owtvl  MaODiOutli'a  rebellion  drove  him 
'V  LiMniiNik  Mjr.  Bmm.  tealuiiMd  among  his  own 
^Iht  (t:  iuxi  prtached  to  them  as  he  had  oppop- 
:uiy|>.  uU  iii^  iitjath.  which  oeciirred  m  1660.  He 
cvfi  ^iuieceeifeii  by  his  oeig^Uboiir  and  fellow-suf* 
irifr  Xr.  O^^irchiU^  who  hiid  preriously  assisted 

I  Ven.  v  vcv  teut  men  appear  net  only  to  haye 
^iCMiiM  ^  v'ttoxvii  yi*  Xaacon&mists,  but  to  have 
x  ^r^i  t  >>       Pivine  assistaBce*  on  a  permanent 
i)^c4»^    U  i'i^e  m-m^  otll^^^^,  amidst  the  storms 

>  .-«u(5i»:  Mr.  KfStt  was  often  brought  into 
v.!  >:l  .  j^^  >^  aLv  imc>  imprisoned  for  preaching  to 
aai  f^sstw^  axid  jwple  were  subject  to  a 
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long  series  of  trials.  Five  years  after  this  good 
man  s  death,  the  infamous  Jefferies  visited  the  towii« 
and  if  tliere  were  any  among  the  Dissenten  who 
could  be  deterred  by  "  the  fear  of  man"  from  main- 
taining their  principles,  such  persons  must  faave 
trembled  at  the  atrocities  committed  by  his  order. 
It  was  here  he  ordered  the  court  to  be  hung  with 
scarlet  on  the  morning  of  the  trial, — a  horrid  omen 
9f  the  sanguinary  proceedings  which  ensued, — ^tlic 
execution  of  so  many  victims  for  their  alleged  share 
in  an  insurrection  which  no  enlightened  friend  to 
liberty  can  safely  reprobate.* 

•  On  this  painful  subject  iny  limits  tvill  not  allow  mc  to  dilate  -.  but 
neither  can  I  be  altogether  silent.  That  the  earliest  members  of  the 
chuTGhcs  wbow  Ustoiy  I  hb  nbUliis  were  deeply  conoeiiied  in  tihe  rebel* 
lion  of  the  Duke  of  Momnoafb,  tliere  can,  I  tlibdt,  be  no  doubt.  Notlcee 
wfDbe  Ibond  In  veiioas  pvti  of  tiiie  week,  end  perttctilatiy  in  the  aooainiit 
of  the  congregstkm  aft  Ttanton,  which  ihew  that  thli  dan  largelj  oantri« 
bttted  to  the  attempt,  and  bitterly  suffered  from  the  deftait.  And  I  confett 
I  cannot  conceive  how  their  conduct  can  be  hardily  censured  by  those 
who  call  themselves  their  descendant?,  and  who  nre  ncqimintcd  both  with 
the  principles  on  wViich  the  insijrroc:tiniiista  refused  to  rtnifnrm  to  the 
Church  of  England,  and  with  the  series  of  initatiiig  circiuubtaiices  which 
they  had  hitherto  patiently  endured.  We  may  grant  that  the  motives  of 
Monmouth  were  not  so  high  as  they  ought  to  hare  been,-^we  may  admit 
emllili  tllla  WW  qnealionable^  hii  prqfccta  erodi,  hit  capacity  unequal  to 
the  midertaldng,  and  Mf  prodMons  ocnaitionanyiMfacere:  hot  tllllwe 
ihoidd  fememher  that  the  party  whom  he  oppowd  had  ahviQpi  heen  thd 
ptaftett  km  id  idigiOQi  Hberty,  and  that  Hm  Diiwnters  had  every  tUag 
to  hope  from  the  removal  of  that  party  from  power.  While  considering 
the  history  of  this  period,  it  is  impossible  to  attribute  the  conduct  of  men 
In  general  to  motives  of  a  secular  nature  ;  their  motives,  if  we  mny  he 
allowed  to  judge,  were  almost  invariably  religious.  "  The  tnily  orthwlox 
mcmljers  of  otir  chnrrh  Tsays  Charles  James  Fbx,  in  his  valuable  fragment) 
r^;ardcd  monarchy  not  9Ji  a  human,  but  uti  a  divine  iustitution,  and  passive 
obedience  and  non-renstance,  not  as  political  maxims,  but  as  articles  of 
rdigkm.*''-AD  the  grteraaois  of  wfeieh  the  Dineotow  complained,  and 

frOB  wUdh  thij  hoped  to  ha  freed  by  a  new  gOToniinant^  had  their  ionvot 
in,  or  were  intimately  connected  witi^  derigni  to  crash  every  body  of  re* 
ligioaiiti  which  did  not  avow  HIgh-Chorch  priadplfle.  Witaeii  some  of 
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This  tragedy  was  performed  during  the  ministry 
ai'  Mr.  Churchill,  and  his  congregation  was,  douiyt- 
less*  in  some  degree  affected  by  it  No  records  of 
the  church  having  heen  preserved,  it  is  uncertain 
how  long  ihu  pastor  lived ;  but  it  is  said  that  Mr. 
Banieh  Nowell,  who  was  probably  his  successor, 
came  to  Dorchester  in  1689.*  Mr.  Nowell  is  men- 
ttoned  by  Mr.  John  Fox,  in  the  interesting  <^nie- 
uunn>  of  himself  "  publislu  d  in  the  Monthly  Reposi- 
loiT»  and  quoted  in  my  account  of  the  Plymouth 
c«Bgreg«tioB.t   The  following  passage  refers  to  a 

li*  Mt fMalMHI  iiitioflhB  icisnor Chulet  the  Second— the  passing 
Act«f  CiifcK»iy  Ae  f  ocBttdiugt  In  leferenoe  totlie]u«Cei>ded 
^filfclkm  llliiiM^i<Mra><ltiiftViiiw«ityofO«fiigdopthed>ycf 
1^  «MC«M  ot  lm4  Russell,  fallowed  hf  fhe  expuliioii  of  Mr.  Locke. 
WIfeMn  ite  li*  cieidHct  of  James  the  Second  on  the  cvc  of  Monmoiilh'a 
tti-*  ASR*©—       Vrpoortfv  in  prvtoiuiing  to  uphold  the  Church  of  En^and 
M.x'tveN  v■:•.Jod^x^c^cli:  to  bring  back  Popery— his  attempt  to  force 
Vf--*^"^H"^H'*  -f"^'^^        J'^'^T'^"^       i>cotland  at  the  cxijcnse  of  the  blorxl  of 
u^i  jiihx        vxuiscientious  men — and  his  sanction  of  the  iui- 
^ut:^H4«  ^^r*v\ oArvujd  vii  Agouti  the  Dissenters  at  everj'  assizes,  at 
v%v*^^  svuxt  Af^  Ifc*  kim^ooi.  How  who  censure  the  early  Nonconfonnista 
jv<«^^  li»  liMJlM^  «f  MmMfwrtli  ahevld  pertiGiiIarly  remember 
Hhi^  IHiHiinei  «lw^  imar,  tMr  leemea»  exemplary,  and  emiiiciit 
%HH^  <a|WlliiMi  1  JiiUhni  ihey  thodd  remember  how 

th*  x^Mitelilr  www  «Mnlcitd  asifaial  evideaoe  hgr*  pedced  Jurr— bow 
%  >iJ^  iit  llkt  v\Mk6«lattf»  of  the  king  k»ded  him  ^nth  the  ooeneit  ve- 
^^lewlhl^  tiniA  Ite  eMMlinMi  in  (kn:»iou  a  saint,  and  somedmes  in 
tvntti  au  oM  rogue,  c^as^M  him  vx-ith  the  infnmous  Oatcs,  who  had 
Kvu  ^i?v\  .vr.victed  of  pcijurj-,  and  cbargxxi  him  with  being  the  princii)al 
t  .HViub:u  >  in  a  design  to  ruin  the  king  and  nati<Ki.  For  my  own  part, 
I  ivtUct  uu  thc&c  things,  I  feel  thai  I  should  bo  ashamed  of  ray  an- 
^Avauua.— of  the  ftNUlden  of  the  Dissenting  Chiux*he«  in  the  West  of  En- 
tWwL  if  iber  bed  not,  wilh  iMh  InaiAnhle  profocrttoB^  aeied  upon  the 
linhleuus  mexlm,— TiMlfM  g^mi  ifrmU  ia  obtdimee  fe  God, 

*  XUU  iuformntiou  was  dcrivud  Iroai  the  report  ol  two  or  three  old 
nieiulme  who  were  living  In  1773,  and  recorded  by  the  Rev.  A.  Edwards, 
fiutf  el  the  later  inlttkltn.  See  eii  aooount  kmd  amoiig  Ue  ptfmt  aftd 
unlit  aAor  hie  deetb  to  the  Moo.  Reti.,  O.     Vol.  nL  p.  489. 

'tijn  Mr.  Fox's  pnpen  the  mme  is  Howefl.  The  Am  letter  may  bo 
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tour  he  had  made  with  Mr.  Gilling,  of  Newton, 
tlukt  gentteman  having  boen  obliged  to  leave  home 
in  disguise  in  consequence  of  a  process  out  against 
him  for  keeping  a  Latin  school,  contrary  to  the 
Schism  Act,  and  young  Fox  having  been  oxdmd 
by  his  father  to  accompany  him  to  London,  for  the 
double  purpose  of  seeing  the  world  and  being  made 
orthodox : 

"  I  knew  nothing  of  the  bargain  at  lirst,  and 
therefore  I  set  out  hig^y  delighted  with  the  pros- 
pect of  an  agreeable  ramble,  and  of  seeing  new 
things  and  new  places.  We  left  Plymouth  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  1712.  We  got  to  Tavistock 
the  first  day,  and  the  next  day  to  a  farmer's  house 
near  Tiverton.  From  thence  we  skulked  through 
by  and  cross  roads  to  Honiton,  and  so  on  till  we 
got  clear  of  the  county  of  Devon  and  the  bailiUs 
who  were  in  pursuit  of  us.  The  first  halt  we  made 
was  at  Dorchester,  where  Mr.  Gilling  was  ac(|uaint- 
ed  with  one  Mr.  Howell^  minister  of  the  Dissenters 
in  that  place.  Here  we  spent  two  or  three  days 
very  agreeably,  for  he  was  a  man  of  good  sense  and 
of  generous  principles.  He  was  easy  and  genteel  in 
his  conversation,  well  acquainted  with  mankind  and 
the  world,  and  was  well  known  and  respected,  and 
yet  the  most  disagreeable  preacher  I  ever  heard  in 

my  life.  He  seemed  to  think  much  the  same  way 
I  did  about  creeds,  articles^  and  high  priests,  and 

eatUy  nuftaken  in  iUegible  wiMag.  Tint  thft  two  witen^  Ftos  tad  Id- 
mrdt^  alluded  to  the  Mune  penon,  U  evident  from  the  agreement  of  their 
aocoont  tn  all  other  padieiilan. 
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seraied  vetj  ftr  from  oAring  argiunents  in  fevcmr 
of  the  niimstiy.  I  remember  Mr.  Qilliiig  preacbed 
for  him  one  part  of  Sunday^  and  on  Monday  afipeai^ 

ed  in  the  public  Coffee  iu  liis  lay  iml^it  und  lung 
wig,  to  the  very  great  diversion  of  many  viha  had 
aeen  him  in  a  different  dress  and  character  the 
day  bdure."* 

Mr.  Nowell  was  minister  at  Dorchester  fifty 
years.  He  died  in  1739  of  the  small  pox,  with  the 
symptoms  of  which  he  was  taken  ill  m  the  pulpit, 
where  he  fell  back  while  preaching.  His  friends 
carried  him  home,  and  in  a  few  days  the  disease 
proved  fataL  Ue  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Kettle^  a 
mattve  ot  Evesham,  who,  alter  officiating  six  or  seven 
years,  removed  to  Worcester,  where  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life*  At  Dorehester  he  waa  inti* 
mate  with  a  neighbouring  gentleman,  who,  among 
various  marks  of  regard,  oilered  him  some  good  pre- 
ferment in  the  Church  of  England,  provided  he 
would  conform.  Mr.  Kettle's  refusal  was  the  more 
praiseworthy,  as  his  tastes,  manners^  and  attain- 
ments  would  have  rendered  the  advantages  of  suefa 
a  situation  peculiarly  valuable  to  him.  After  his 
removal,  die  congregation  were  left  for  some  lime 

dependent  on  occasional  supplies,  owing,  it  is  sup- 
posed, to  doctrinal  diierenees  anumg  the  members. 
At  length  they  chose  Mr.  Benjanrin  Spenc^,  who 
was  probably  educated  at  one  of  the  London  Aca* 
demies,  and  settled  at  no  other  place  than  Dorches- 
ter,  where  he  died  of  a  dropsy  in  1755,  at  the  early 

Mon.  Eepot.,  VoL  mi,  p.  ISS. 
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age  of  tweuty-ciglit.  Nearly  as  short  was  the  career 
of  his  successor^  Mr,  Samuel  Phillips^  whose  &ther 
was  at  the  same  time  minister  at  Poole,  and  who 
was  taken  off,  by  a  fever,  in  1761,  in  the  thirty- 
seeond  year  of  his  age.  The  writer  of  the  sketeh 
already  quoted  says  that  on  more  than  one  occasion 
he  heard  the  names  <^  Spencer  and  Phillips  men- 
tioned in  terms  of  respect  by  some  of  the  old  mem- 
bers of  the  society.  In  the  year  1762,  Mr.  Timothy 
Lamb  became  the  pastor;  he  also  died  before  he 
had  arrived  at  the  meridian  of  life,  having  for  some 
years  been  greatly  afflicted  by  hereditary  gout, 
Mr.  Lamb  was  succeeded  by  Mr,  Abel  Edwards, 
who  had  been  his  assistant  two  years  previously. 
In  1771^  this  gentleman  removed  from  Dorchester 
to  Nailsworth,  to  supply  a  congregation  m  that 
neighbourhood  for  six  months.  About  the  time  of 
Mr.  LamVs  death*  Mr.  Edwards  received  nnanip 
mous  iavitatiuus  from  both  places.  He  preferred 
going  to  Dorchester*  was  ordained  there  in  1772, 
resigned  his  office  in  1813,  ahd  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight,  in  1826.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Treieaven,  who  spent  finir  years  as  ministep  of  this 
congregation.  Mr.  Edwards  left  directions  in 
writing  that  no  memorial  of  him  should  be  recorded. 
Hie  sketdh  in  which  this  modest  injunetion  is  eom- 
municated  is  thus  concealed  r  •'The  present  minister 
is  the  Bev.  Lewis  Lewis,  who  parsues  his  laboms 
amougat  aa  aflbctionafee  people  wKh  great  aocep- 
tabieness,  and  it  is  their  earnest  wish  that  his  con- 
vezton  with  them  may  extend  to  a  period  as  pro* 
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tinted  as  was  tlie  ministry  and  lifb  of  his  highly 

and  universally  respected  predecessor." 

Of  the  meeting4iouse  Mr.  Edwards  has  giren  the 
following  account:   "This  is  a  decent  building, 
meatiuiing  tiity  feet  long  and  forty  broad.    It  was 
erected  in  or  about  the  year  1720.    There  was 
before  that  time  a  roeeting-house  in  what  was  then^ 
and  still  ls»  termed  the  Friary,  whence  the  congre^ 
gation  removed  to  Pease  Lane.   The  edifice  here, 
when  tirst  raised^  had  a  double  roof,  tiled,  and  sup* 
{)orted  by  two  large  and  heavy  looking  brick  pillar^ 
in  which  slate  it  remained  many  years.    At  length, 
however*  in  the  year  180b,  the  timbers  of  every  de- 
Bcriptiott,  notwithstanding  several  previous  repairs, 
were  found  to  be  so  much  decayed,  that  it  became 
necessary  to  take  down  the  whole  roof  and  put  on 
another.    The  new  roof  is  single,  covered  with  lead, 
and  nearly  flat,  having  a  sky-light  dome  in  the 
centre,  which  has  a  pleasing  eflect.   At  the  same 
time  Uie  massy  pillars,  being  no  longer  wanted, 
were  removedt  »nd  sashes  were  substituted  for  case- 
ments>  besides  various  other  alterations  and  im- 
provements, made  at  a  considerable  expense,  so  as 
to  render  this  place  of  worship  upon  the  whole  both 
neat  and  convenient.     It  is  accommodated  with  a 
vestry>  a  vestry  library,  a  small  gallery,  and  an 
organ."  There  is  a  small  burial-ground  attached  to 
the  cha])eL  and  several  persons  were  formerly  buried 
in  it;  but  it  is  now  seldom  used  iionr  that  purpose. 
Three  of  the  ministers,  Mr,  Spencer,  Mr.  Phillips, 
and  Mr.  Lamb,  are  interred  in  the  aisle  opposite  the 
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l)iil|)it.  They  rest  in  the  same  grave,  over  which  is 
a  plain  stone,  merely  recording  their  names,  the 
time  of  their  death*  and  their  respectiye  ages. 

We  have  little  information  respecting  the  opinions 
of  this  society.    Mr.  Benu  s  published  works  were 

A  Vindication  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  against 
the  Jewish/'  and  ''Sermons  coueeining  Soul-pros- 
perity.*** The  latter  were  published  after  his  death 
by  his  assistant  and  successor,  Mr.  Churchill,  of 
whom  nothing  further  is  recorded.  From  Mr. 
John  Foxs  notice  of  Mr.  Nowell's  liberality,  we 
m;iy  infer  that  the  congregation  were  hy  no  means 
-highly  orthodox  '  during  his  protracted  ministry. 
''He  seemed  to  think  (says  this  writer)  much  the 
same  way  as  I  did  about  creeds,  articles,  and  high 
priests,  and  seemed  very  tar  from  offering  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  ministry,"  that  is,  of  Fox's  en- 
gaging in  it  with  his  views  on  the  subject  of  sub- 
scription. The  declension,  as  many  would  call  the 
gradual  adoption  of  milder  and  more  rational  views 
of  the  Gospel,  continued  under  the  services  of  Mr. 
Nowdl  s  successors.  In  the  time  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
both  pastor  and  people  proceeded  ixom  moderate 
Calvinism  to  low  Arianism.  The  congregation 
have  since  become  decidedly  Unitarian. 

The  institutions  supported  by  this  society  are  a 
Sunday*school  of  boys  and  girls,  and  a  chapei  li- 
brary. The  latter  was  formed  soon  after  Mr. 
Lewis  a  settlement  at  Dorchester,  and  now  contains 
nearly  four  hundred  volumes. 

*  NoQOQik  Mem.*  Vol.  L  |>.  460. 
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WILUAM  BBNN,  M.A.. 

Joshua  Chitichill 

BaRL  CH  NOWELL  ,  .  .  . . 

James  Kettle  

BBNJAMIN  SP£NC£&.*. 

Saxubl  Phillipps  .  • 

TlMOTRT  liAMB  

Abbl  Edwards  

Benjamin  TRELjiAvj6w<f 


1602—1680. 
1662—1689* 

1689—1739. 

17^8—1755. 
1755—1761. 
J762— 1772. 
1772—1813. 
1813—1817. 
1817. 


TIm  IUv.  William  Bknn,  M.A.y  of  Qoeea's  CoUflge^  Oz- 
M»      la  eiBDMot  divme,  &mow    lU  tlio  West  0^ 
Hs  WM  0OiBe  tee  preacher  at  Oaldag bam,  in  BeriEBhin^  wmt 

afterwards  cliaplain  to  the  Marchioucss  of  NorthnmptOD.  FVoiB 
tliirf  situation  he  was  removed  by  the  interest  of  the  celebrated 
Mr.  John  White,  called  the  Patriarch  of  Dorchester,  where  he 
condnoedy  in  great  reputation,  Rector  of  AUhaUowa,  till  he  was 
^eeted.  He  was  not  sadified  with  oonstanflj  labooiing  at  the 
church,  bnt  preached  on  a  week-da/  to  the  prifonere  in  the  jaB, 
which  was  in  his  parish,  and  caused  a  chapel  to  be  built  within 
the  prison  walls^  priucipall/  at  hia  own  expense.  He  was  richlj 
famished  with  all  minirterial  abilities;  his  peneveranoe  in 
prajer  was  unparalleled ;  he  pra/ed  in  lus  stndjr  seven  times  a 
day :  and  it  was  bis  custom  at  stated  sessons  to  give  God  thanks 
for  certain  {ieliveranccs  from  danger  wkick  bclVl  him.  He  died 
in  1680,  having  been  a  faithful  and  snccesstui  labourer  in  the 
Christian  vineyard  more  than  My  years.  * 


*  >ion€on.  Mem.,  Vol.  i.  p. 
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The  Rev  Timothy  Lamb  was  bom  at  Wimbom,  in  Dor- 
setalure.  His  acacltiuiiHl  btudii-s  were  pursiu'd  in  fjondon  nudur 
l>r.  Marrjratt.  *  Soou  niter  they  were  finished,  he  accepted  an 
imaiiliiioiui  invitaticni  fiom  the  congregatioii  in  Deadinan's 
Place.  There  he  wbs  ordained^  and  diero,  for  some  jean^  he 
diaeharged  ^  duties  of  the  pastond  offiee  with  general  aecept- 
ance.  He  removed  to  DorchcHtiT,  by  the  adv  ico  of  his  friends, 
with  the  hope  that  oountry  air  would  improve  his  health,  which 
had  suffered  much  from  attHcks  of  gont.  In  this  respect  he  was 
disappointed :  yet  his  afflictions  wefe  not  without  a  nsefol  ten- 
dencj.  Few  persons  oonld  have  a  buq^  share  of  hodOj  suffer- 
ings than  he  had,  and  few  could  be  more  patient  under  them. 
His  sermons  were  supjiL»ed  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  meet 
the  oases  of  the  aiflicted.  Mr.  Lam1)'H  ministerial  endowments 
were  rsspectahle ;  and  though  obliged  to  sit  constantly  in  the 
polpity  there  was  an  earaestnsss  in  his  strain  of  preachmg  whioh 
served  to  engage  attention  and  to  enforce  what  he  delivered. 
His  integrity'  was  unquestionable ;  he  was  generous  to  the  full 
proportion  of  his  limited  means ;  a  kind  hu^^baud,  an  ailectiouate 
htber,  a  sincere  and  steady  friend.  Mr.  Lamb's  only  pnblica- 
iSmf  basides  oontribotions  to  the  Christian  Magaaine»  and  a 
poetieal  effonon  composed  at  the  age  of  fifteen^  was  a  sermon 
entitlal  «  The  Words  of  Knowledge." 

•  Such  is  the  statement  in  the  Monthly  Repodtor}'.  Mr.  W  ilson  repre- 
sents Mr.  Lamb  as  placed,  first  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  S.  Reader  at 
Warcharn,  and  afterwards  at  the  Acatlemy  in  London  coodttCtod  by  Dr. 
Jeimings  and  Dr.  Savage   Wilson's  Uist.,  VoL  iv.  p.  204. 
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Wareham  is  situated  on  u  peuiuauia  fornic<i  by  the  rivers  Frome 
ami  Piddle,  ueur  their  confluence  with  the  wjiters  of  Poole  Harbour. 
The  tnie  cnTnolooy  of  Wareliain  is  probuliiy  Irom  l^ara^am,  a  liabi- 
tation  on  a  tishiut^  ^shure. 

The  town  is  built  oo  a  risinjsf  ground,  and  forms  almost  a  long- 
s<juare.  'Hie  buildinj:^  are  mostly  constructed  of  brick :  the  streets 
are  spacious  and  open,  intersecting  each  other  at  right  angies.  The 
area  on  which  it  stands  is  computed  at  one  hundred  acres,  and  is  in- 
closed, except  on  the  south  side,  by  a  high  rampart,  or  wall  of  earth. 
The  space  between  this  wall  and  the  town  was  aadently  occupied  by 
houses,  the  foimdatioiis  of  which  stiH  icmaiii.  At  present  it  consists 
duedy  of  extensive  garden^^pronnds. 

Wareham  had  formerly  dght  chiirches»  three  only  of  which  remun. 
That  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity  is  rcpttted  the  Motfaer43iurch,  but 
does  not  contain  any  thing  remarkable.  St.  Martin's  is  an  ancient 
structure,  neatly  fitted  up.  The  principal  church  in  the  town  is  St. 
Mary*8,  a  lofty  fabric,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Sherborne  and  Wim- 
born,  the  most  spacious  and  ;in(  ieat  in  the  cuuniy 

TTie  port  of  Wareham  was  formerly  considerable.  It  had  once  a 
Court  of  Adijiindty:  the  quay  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  town;  a 
large  part  of  the  trade  consists  in  the  exportation  of  pipe  clay,  vast 
quantities  of  which  are  obtained  from  the  pits  round  the  town ;  and 
nearly  ten  thousand  tons  are  annually  shipped  for  London,  Hull, 
Lrrerpool,  Glasgow,  &c.,  for  the  supply  of  the  various  potteries.  Hiis 
clay  is  of  considerable  use  in  the  composition  of  Staffordshire  ware. — 
BmiTTON  and  Brati*iy. 
Popuktion  in  1811,^1709;  in  1821,-1931$  in  1831,-2325. 


Digitized  by  GoQgle 


UXITARUK  CHAPEL. 


A  SOCIETY  of  Noiicoiifomkis  spniig  up  at  War^ 

ham  in  thooe  times  of  pr^^c€ution  to  which  so  many 
references  are  made  m  this  Tolume.  Mr.  Cbaplyn 
Vkii^  ejectt^  from  the  lii  the  Act  of  Unifor- 

mit J ;  but  it  ii>  not  said  that  he  preached  afterwards, 
either  in  the  town  or  neighbourhood.  When  he 
was  biienceil  he  had  eight  children;  and  it  being 
necessaiy  that  something  should  be  done  for  their 
support,  BIrs.  Chaplyn  engaged^  successfully,  in  a 
malting  busiuess.* 

We  are  told  that  Mr.  Clark,  the  8on4n-law  of  an 
ejecttxl  minister  in  Wilt.-,hiie,  was  tlie  tirst  Dis^enl- 
ing  minister  at  Wareham.f  The  other  particulars 
of  the  early  history  of  the  old  Nonconformist  society, 
it  docs  not  come  within  my  plan  to  relate,  the  mem- 
bers being  now  Trinitarian.  My  object  is  to  fur- 
nish iin  aecount  of  the  origin  of  the  Unitarian  con- 
gregation, the  leading  members  of  which  belongeil, 
until  lately,  to  the  original  place  of  worship.  I 
shall  select  from  the  correspondence,  ou  both  sides, 
those  circumstances  which  appear  to  have  been  al- 

*  Nonron.  Mom.,  Tol.  i.  p.  475.  f  Ibid^  Vol.  tt.  p.  505. 
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mobt  iinanimoubiy  considered  as  mainly  instrumental 
in  bringing  about  the  present  state  of  things. 

For  Yery  many  years  the  congregation  ranked 
under  the  denominatiou  of  Presbyterian.*  Mr* 
Keli,  the  minister  at  the  close  of  the  last  century, 
and  wlio  is  still  living  at  Birmingham,  was  an 
Arian*  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Thomas,  a  genp 
tleman  recommended  by  Mr.  Manning,  an  Arian 
minister  at  Exeter.  "His  sentiments  (baid  Mr. 
M.,  in  his  letter  to  the  congregation)  entirely  coin- 
cide with  your  present  ministers — ^Mr.  Kells/'f 
Mr.  Thomas  iiiied  the  office  twenty-two  years; — in 
1822  he  resigned;  and  in  the  following  year  he 
died  at  Thickthom,  near  Ihninster.J  During  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  possessed  some  peculiar!* 
ties  of  opinion  which  prevented  his  classing  himself 
decidedly  with  any  party.  Yet  he  was  on  terms  of 
religious  fellowship  with  Unitarians ;  he  generally 

attended  the  meetings  of  their  asijuciatioiis,  and  not 
those  of  the  "orthodox."  He  certainly  preferred 
Watt8*s  Hymns,  but  he  frequently  altered  or  omitted 
their  Calvinistic  phraseology;  and  he  invited  Trini- 
tarian ministers  to  his  pulpit,  but  they  never  return- 
ed the  compliment. 

During  the  ministry  oi  Mr.  Thomas,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  predecessor,  some  of  the  oldest  and  most 
opulent  members  of  the  congregation  were  Anti- 
trudtarians.  These  were  the  descendants  of  per^ 
sons  who,  for  generations,  had  been  the  chief  sup* 

*  Mon.  Repos.,  N.  S.,  VoL  iU.  p.  t07.  f  Ibid.»  p.  437. 

I  Otntnary  of  Mr.  Thomai,  Mon.  Reims.,  0. 8.,  Vol.  xviil.  p.  605. 


Digitized  by  Coqgle 


280 


WAEBHAM* 


porters  of  the  Presbyterian  interest  at  Warehani. 
But  some  years  before  the  xesignatiou  of  Mr. 
Tiioiiias,  dieir  inflnenee  begsn  to  be  duBiinshed,  in 
coni>€queiiC€  of  the  exeniuua  oi  a  Caivmistic  gentle- 
num  who  had  lately  settled  in  their  town  ind  married 
a  lady  of  the  congregatioB.  This  gentleman  ap» 
profing  many  of  the  sentiments  of  the  minister,  and 
being  related  to  several  of  the  members^  attended 
the  chapel,  and  was  anxious  to  be  appomted  a 
Trustee,  though  he  knew  there  were  strong  objec- 
tions to  his  filling  the  office.  At  a  meeting  in  1818, 
on  perceiving  some  hesitation  on  the  part  of  his  fel- 
low-wmhipers,  he  said,  "if  I  am  not  worthy  a 
j)lace  in  your  trust,  I  will  not  occupy  out  in  your 
church  and  congregation.'^  The  appeal  was  suc- 
cessful ;— he  was  admitted.^ 

From  this  time  the  new  Trustee  was  active  in 
diffusing  his  own  religious  ojHnions.  He  circulated 
tracts  of  an  orthodox  tendency  among  the  young; 
and  when  opportunities  oHered,  introduced  Trimtar 
rian  ministers  to  the  pulpit  Various  other  chaiges 
were  made  agauif^t  liim,  the  most  important  of 
which  was,  that  he  practised  great  duplicity  in  en- 
deavouring to  deprive  the  Unitarians  of  their  place 
of  worship. 

These  charges  were  denied;  a  long  letter,  in 

reply  to  them,  was  published  in  the  Monthly  Re- 
pository, and  another  letter,  substantiating  them, 
quickly  followed.    That  they  were  made  without 

fomuldUun,  it  is  difficult  to  liciieve;  we  are  disposed 

*  Mon.  Rcpof^  N.  8.,  V«L  ifi.  p.  346. 
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to  make  every  allowance  for,  nay,  to  admire,  the 
Christian  seal  of  one  wko  believes  he  is  o|q;K>siiig 
the  progress  of  dangerous  error, — but  farther  we 
cannot  go.  After  Calvinism  had  gained  the  asceii* 
dttDcy,  the  gentleman  who  had  laboured  to  promote 
it  ealled  on  a  Unitarian  in  the  district,  to  justify  his 
conduct. — "Have  you  acted  in  a  kind  and  chari- 
table manner?"  was  the  question.  The  "orthodox'* 
Trustee  answered,  "  If  I  had  done  as  much  for  Uni- 
tarianism  as  I  have  for  Calvinism^  you  would  have 
felt  diflferently."— "I  might  have  felt  differently,'' 
said  the  Unitarian,  "though  I  never^  under  any 
eircumstances,  could  have  considered  such  conduet 
becoming  either  a  Christian  or  a  gentleman."* 

For  some  time  after  this  chuige,  the  Unitarian 
section  of  the  society  continued  to  occupy  the  places 
of  their  forefathers  in  the  old  meeting,  it  was 
hcqped  that»  as  there  was  alreaify  a  Calvinisiic  con- 
gregation in  the  town  with  whom  the  others  might 
worship^  the  new  party  would  at  length  yield.  But 
this  was  not  the  ease;  the  Unitarians  were  com- 
pelled to  withdraw  and  form  themselvt  s  into  a  dis- 
tinct society ;  and  on  the  first  Sunday  in  the  month 
of  February,  1828,  though  but  a  small  flock  and 
without  a  pastor,  they  commenced  assembling  to- 
gether in  a  temporary  place  of  worship^  opened  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Mitchelson,  of  Poole,  with  the  hope 
that,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  their  numbers 
would  increase,  and  their  spiritual  wants  be  sup* 
plied.     They  were  not  disappointed;  at  first  the 

«  Mm.  Repoi.,  N.  S.,  VoL  IS.  p.  438. 
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house  was  kept  open  by  the  lending  of  one  of  the 

members  and  by  the  services  of  neighbouring  min- 
iaters ;  for  the  space  of  Uiree  months  the  coQgregaF 
was  &Y0uied  with  the  eemces  of  Mr.  Kdl,  one  of 
the  former  pastors  ;  and  at  the  close  of  a  year  tke^ 
had  Ihe  services  of  a  settled  pastor*  Mr.  Heniy 
Squire,  from  the  York  College.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  congregutioa  were>  at  this  period*  of  the 
poorer  classes  thqr  had  read,  with  attention  and 
with  understanding,  various  tracts  which  had  been 
put  into  their  hands;  they  had  searched  the  Scrip 
tures  for  themselves,  and  recovered  from  the  alarm 
which  their  Calvinistic  friends  had  excited  respect- 
ing the  supposed  dreadful  tendency  of  Unitarianism; 
they  luul  iuund  in  the  doctrines  every  where  spoken 
against,  a  rich  supply  for  their  greatest  wants  as 
erring  and  sinful,  yet  rational  and  accountable  cresp 
tures. 

Finding  themselves  ihns  encouraged,  the  leading 

members  of  the  new  society  contemplated  the  erec- 
tion of  a  commodious  place  of  worship.  Meanwhile, 
various  steps  were  taken  to  allay  the  irritation 
which  had  been  occasioned  by  the  retirement  of  the 
Unitarians  from  the  old  chapeL  The  gentleman 
who  had  made  the  charge  of  duplicity  against  the 
"orthodox"  trustee  offered  to  meet  him  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  ilit  which  offer  he  thought  fit  to 
decline.  Then,  the  Association  of  Independent 
Ministisrs  for  the  county  of  Dorset  proposed  that 
three  members  of  thdr  body  should  meet  three  sub* 

*  Mod.  RciKW.,  N.  S..  Vol.  iu.  p.  212. 
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scribers  to  the  Southern  Unitarian  iJund.*  This 
proposftl  was  received  in  a  spirit  of  conciliatioii* 
but  not  acceded  io»  because  the  charge  had  not  been 
made  against  a  ccmgr^tion*  but  against  an  indiv^ 
dnal;  and  because  the  ABSociation,  by  holding  a 
meeting  in  the  old  chapel  at  Wareham  and  asiusting 
at  the  ordinatioii  of  its  new  minister,  had  prejudged 
the  question.  Other  reasous  were  also  assigned  of 
eqnal  weight ;  the  CalTinistie  arbitrators,  however, 
tiiought  proper  to  meet,  enmine  evidence,  and  pub- 
lish their  opinion.  Their  number  was  retluced  to 
two  by  illness;  these  confessed,  in  substance,  that 
the  statements  before  them  were  only  ex-parte ;  it 
would  be  wrong,  therefore,  to  attach  much  impoiw 
tanee  to  their  published  opinion  as  to  the  right  of 
the  present  occupants  of  the  place  to  their  possession 
of  it,  and  as  to  the  meri^riamimg  of  the  efforts  of 

the  individual  whose  conduct  had  Ijccn  arraigned.'^" 
Thus  ended  this  unfortunate  affair. — i  have  entered 
more  fully  into  the  details  of  it  than  my  inclination 
prompted,  for  two  reasons, — it  appeared  right  to 
record  on  the  pages  of  a  history  of  the  Western 
Churches  a  few  particulars  of  one  instance  ct  the 
loss,  to  the  Unitarians,  by  the  non-appointment  of 
suitable  Trustees,  of  the  chapels  in  whieh  they  and 
their  ancestors  had  been  accustomed  to  woibhip.  I 
presumed,  also,  that  I  might  be  allowed  to  remind 
such  of  my  readers  as  may  be  placed  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances,  that,  whether  they  claim  rights  which 

•  Mon.  Repot.,  N.  8.|  Vol.  itt.  p.  888*  t  tbfol.»  VoL  iv.  p.  W, 
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they  do  not  possess,  or  defend  those  which  they 
have  long  enjoyed, — the  highest  considerations  are 
faimesB,  kindness,  candour,  charity,  the  preserva* 
tion  of  a  conscience  void  uf  oifence  towards  God 
and  towards  man. 

While  the  provincial  associations  were  oonsideiw 
ing  the  proceedings  of  the  past^  the  new  congregation 
were  energetically  preparing  for  the  fntore.  Mr. 
Squire's  zealous  and  judicious  exertions  having  been 
attended  with  gradually  increasing  success,  the 
members  of  his  flock  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
place  of  worship.    This  was  accomplished  at  an 
expense  of  about  £1500.,  which,  with  a  trifling  ex- 
ception, was  defrayed  by  five  or  six  of  the  persons 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  worship  in  the  old 
meeting.    On  Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1830,  the  new  building  was  opened  by  a 
public  religious  seryice;  the  devotiimal  part  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  M.  Maurice,  of  Soutbampton, 
and  the  sermon,  which  is  justly  characterised  as 
eloquent  and  impressive,  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
R.  Aspland,  of  Hackney.*    During  this  service  the 
chapel  was  well  filled;  but  in  the  evening,  when 
the  working  classes  had  finished  their  daily  labour, 
the  aisles  were  crowded,  and  many  were  prevented 
by  want  of  room  from  hearing  another  discourse  by 
Mr.  Aspland  on  the  delightful  nature  of  the  Divine 

*  This  sermon  has  been  published.   The  text  is  tingnkily  ^tpnopriatB^ 

1  Cor.  iv.  13  :  "Being  defamed,  we  intrcat."  The  arguments  must  mftke 
:i  (lcr|i  impression  on  all  who  arc  desirous  of  exorcising  that  charity  which 
"  thinketh  no  evil." 
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assurance  that  the  blessings  of  knowledge,  liberty. 
wad  religious  truth  shall  be  handed  do¥m  from  oue 
geneiratioii  to  another  to  the  end  of  time.* 

The  results  of  the  animating  proceedings  of  the 
day  were  highly  gratifying.  A  considerable  addition 
was  soon  made  to  the  number  of  permanent  mem- 
bers of  the  society.  About  six  months  after  this 
event  they  lost  their  first  pastor,  Mr.  Squire^^^liat 
gentleman  having  removed  to  Yarmouth  in  com- 
pliance with  an  encouraging  congregational  invitSp 
tion.  His  place  at  Wardbam  was  filled  by  Hr. 
Wallace^  who  had  previously  discharged  ministerial 
duties  at  Totness,  York  Street^  (London*)  Preston, 
and  Brighton.  This  gentleman  is  still  the  pastor 
of  the  Wareham  congregation,  and  has  the  happi- 
ness of  seeing  the  cause  which,  in  its  infancy,  had 
to  struggle  with  so  many  diihculties,  maintain  an 
honourable  position  and  acquire  increasing  respect 

and  attachment. 

They  have  a  chapel  library  of  three  humired 
Tolumea  and  a  Sunday-school  of  forty  children. 

*  Mon.  Bepos.,  N.     VoL  iv.  p.  86ij. 
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A  TOWN  and  comity  of  Utelf,  deriving  iCi  name  from  the  bij  or  pool 
on  the  nortli  side  of  which  it  it  rftuttted.  It  itoids  oa  »  penintah 
coTHU'cted  by  a  narrow  ibtkums  with  the  rndia  land.  Bi^i^  on  the 
borders  of  a  wide,  desolate  heath,  and  on  an  unsheltered  shore,  it  has 
a  drean-  nnd  bleak  appearance.  The  peninsula  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  loop,  and  half  a  nillc  wide ;  and  within  that  compass  are  three 
or  four  considerable  streets,  running  nearly  north-east  and  south-west. 

Ttie  borougli  of  Poole  is  very  ancient,  as  appears  from  William 
Long-espe  granting  a  mmiber  of  privileges  to  the  burgesses  both  by 
i^fiH  aod  by  sea  on  payment  of  seventy  marks.  His  charter  was  con- 
iimed  by  WUBam  Montaciite»  who  changed  the  office  denominaledy 
k  the  fonner  charter*  PrapoaltiUi»  into  M agpor.  Other  liberties  were 
afterwards  given  and  confirmed  to  the  town  by  dUlbrent  monarefiat  but 
Ibr  ita  most  oonsiderriik  prifilegei,  P^le  ia  indebted  to  EHsabetih. 
TUa  sovereign  incorporated  and  made  It  a  firee  town*  and,  after  addbg 
other  immunities,  directed  It  to  be  formed  into  a  distinct  coonty*  and 
to  appoint  its  own  Sheriff,  &c.,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  town  and 
couiity  of  Southampt<m. — Britton  and  Bhatlsy. 

Population  in  1811,-4816  i  in  1821,— <xiSK)  j  in  1831,-6469. 


Digitized  by  Google 


OLD  MEETING,  HILL  STBEET. 


Nonconformity  did  not  excite  attention  at  Poole 
Ko  early  a&  at  many  other  places.  Mr.  Samuel 
Hanly  was  ejected  from  the  parish^  but  not  u&tS 
twelve  or  IburUeu  years  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  Uniformity.  He  was  the  minister  at  Pode 
during  tfiift  interva]*  and«  being  a  liberal  man,  it  icr 
probahlc  that  no  society  of  Nonconlbrmists  was 
even  secretly  formed  in  the  town  while  he  remained 

in  I  lie  Established  Chureh. 

The  particulars  of  Mr.  Hardy's  life  illustrate  the 
history  of  the  times.  He  was  dismissed  ftt>m  Wad- 
hnin  College,  when  about  to  take  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts^  because  he  would  not  take  the  oathtf. 
He  tlu  a  went  to  Charminster.  a  peculiar,  belonsfing 
to  the  fiuniiy  of  Treuchards^  and  excluded,  by  this 
circumstance*  from  all  epi8C0|>al  jurisdiction.  The 
minister  here  was  a  kind  of  c ha |) lain  to  his  patrons; 
and  by  their  influence  and  a  little  conformity^  such 
as  reading  the  creeil.  lessons,  commandments,  scrip* 
ture  sentences,  and  prayer  for  the  king,  Mr.  Hardy 
was  protected  flrom  the  neighbouring  justices.^ 

u  he  had  livcil  at  Chaiuiinster  a  considerable 

*  >ic«tcou.  Mcm^  Vol.  i.  p.  4t»<>w 
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time,  the  inhfibitaats  of  Poole  invited  him  to  that 
livings  which  was  also  a  peculiar.  Here*  however* 
flicmgh  he  preached*  prayed*  and  conversed  in  the 
;>ame  manner  as  before,  his  situation  was  more 
hamdous.  The  public  duties  he  was  required  to 
perfonn,  as  pastor  of  the  flock*  were  regarded  by 
the  rigid  Conlormists  in  the  neighbourhood  as  traps 
ailher  £ur  his  conscience  or  his  personal  safety.  On 

one  occasion  he  was  desired  to  baptize  a  child; — if 

he  had  used  the  form  iu  the  Common  Prayer  Book« 
ha  vrould  have  deserted  his  principles ;  if  he  had  not 

used  it*  and  yet  performed  the  ceremony*  he  would 
have  been  ejected;  he  escaped  by  inducing  a  clerical 
friend  to  act  as  his  substitute. 

But  Mr.  Hardy  was  too  obnoxious  to  be  always 
allowed  to  discharge  his  duty  in  his  own  way* 
After  various  attempts  had  been  made*  in  vain*  to 
detoot  him  acting  illegally*  a  commission  was  ap- 
pointed to  try  his  title  to  Pode.  Three  bishops 
were  included*  but  they  refused  to  act  in  any  pro* 
eeeding  that  might  appear  prc\judicial  to  the  authc^ 
rity  of  theii  own  courts.  The  country  gentlemen* 
kowever*  were  willing  both  to  act  and  to  convict. 
Tbey  appointed  a  sermon*  before  which  the  clerk 
set  a  psalm*  and  the  minister  went  into  the  pulpit 
wMunit  nsiBg  the  Common  Prayer*  This  was 
enough ;  they  discarded  him  without  further  cere- 
mmy,  and  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  town  imme- 
diately, fie  removed  to  Badsley,  where  he  coik- 
tinued  two  years  in  the  pastoral  office*  meeting  with 
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much  trouble  far  not  eonformiag  to  the  canonic 

After  this  he  never  preached  in  public. 

Mr.  Hardy  8  durmissel  whieh  took  place  about 
tlie  )ear  1674,  [iiobably  occasioned  the  establish* 
ment  o£  a  church  of  Noucouformifits  at  Poole. 
Their  first  minuter  appears  to  lam  been  Mr.  Jdm 
Wesley — also  an  ejected  minister,  the  son  of  Mr. 
Bartholomew  Wesky,  of  Cbannottih.  and  tbe  gmA 
father  of  the  celebrated  founder  of  Methodism.  On 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  he  was  Vicar 
of  Wliitcburcfa>  in  Dorsetshire,  from  whidi  plaoe 
he  removed  to  Melcomb,  but  wab  quickly  driv^ 
thence  by  an  order  from  the  corporation  against  liis 
settlement  under  heavy  penalties.  Mr.  Wedey  then 
visited  Bridgwater,  liminster,  and  Taunton ;  in 
theee  toms  lie  met  with  great  hindness  Irom  Di»> 
sentersof  the  three  denominations;  and,  encouraged 
hj  them,  he  preached  almost  eveiy  day  in  the  vari" 
ous  places  which  be  visited.  At  lei^h,  a  gMitie> 
man  who  had  a  very  good  house  at  Preston,  two  or 
three  miles  AxMn  Melcomb,  gave  him  leave  to  oo> 
cupy  it  rent-free ;  and  it  was  while  he  resided  here 
that  the  Nonconformists  at  Poole  chose  him  to  be 
their  pastor.  In  this  relation  he  conitiiraed  as  long 
as  he  lived.* 

Mr.  Wesley  probably  officiated  in  a  retired  room 
or  some  obscure  detached  building.  Although  fioll 
of  Christhui  courage  when  circumstances  required 
it,  he  deemed  it  right  to  avoid  publicity  while  the 

*  Noncon.  Mm.>  \cL  i,  p.  484. 
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times  were  imsettletl.  The  present  place  of  worship, 
which  is  situated  in  Uiii  Street^  was  built  in  1705, 
18  presuMd  Ibr  Mr.  Madgwiek,  who  was  very 
popular,  and  seems  to  have  succeeded  Mr.  Wesley. 
Tim  <x»gregatioii  flouiiahed  to  such  a  degm  that, 
in  1721,  it  was  necessary  to  enlarge  the  building, 
which  is  now  fifty  £aat  square*  having  a  double  roof 
tQnfxirted  by  four  pillm  in  the  eentre.  It  has  a 
substantiid  appearance,  and  is  kept  in  good  order, 
partly  hy  means  of  a  snaU  cndownient  for  that 
purpose,  (the  only  one  in  poss^ion  of  the  con- 
gregation^) bequeathed  by  a  lady  during  the  minis* 
try  of  the  Bev.  A.  Bennet.  In  the  year  1817,  a 
small  organ  was  presented  to  the  chapel  by  Mr. 
Williaia  Young,  of  Kingston,  Jamaica ;  and  about 
the  saine  time  a  congregational  libnuy  was  formed 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bennet.  There  is  a  small 
iMizyiii^fpnfond  attached  to  the  neefciagbhciise.  in 
the  interior  of  the  ])uikling,  over  the  pulpit,  a 
macfalcsiab,  with  the  ibilowing  inscription: 

To  «0  mmmr  a»  #p«ira  SrspimBOdr,  wmp  voa  vpBTT-Kvji 

TBARS,  DURING  WHICH  RK  riLLBB  THE  OFFICB  OF  ClBBK  OF  TUIg 

MSETING,  MANIFESTED  A  STEADY  ATTACHMENT  TO  THE  CAUSE  OF 

IlEbKHOUS  Liberty,  the  Hkjht  of  Puivatje  Jlugment,  and 

THE  PRACTICE  OF  RATIONAL  ReLI«ION.       HlH  FiLAlLTIES  h'QH 

FRAILTIES  HE  HAD,  (AND  WHO  IS  PERFECT?)  LIE  HUMRLED  IN 
THK  I>rHT.  To  COMMKMORATK  MIS  VIRTI'KS,  AND  AS  A  MONT- 
MENT  OF  THKIR  RESTECT  AND  ESTEEM,  THIS  TaBLBT  IS  IN- 
'ifWBIgSB  BY  BKR  OQNQREfiATION.  Hb  BUCOBBDBP  HIS  FatHBB 
AS  ClBBB  IB  THB  TBAB  176^  ABD  HIBP  OH  TUB  I9th  OF  JohY, 
1810,  AOBB  87  YBARS.* 

*  ConmwiniPBtod,  wilh  mMy  olhcr  particiitiv^  by  Mr.  N aish,  of  Pbol*. 
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Mr.  Madgwick  died  iu  March,  1734.  He  seems 
to  have  had  a  colleague  in  Mr*  Matthew  Towgood^ 
who  settled  at  Poole  in  1729,  but  soon  relinquished 
the  ministry  and  engaged  in  business.  In  1736, 
Mr.  lliomas  Rowe  filled  the  pastoral  office  at  Poole; 
how  long  he  remained  I  cannot  ascertain.  He  was 
aucceeded  by  Mr.  Hayward,  who  removed  to  Loi^ 
don  in  1753.  Then  came  Mr.  Phillipps,  the  father 
of  the  minister  oi  the  same  name  at  Dorchester,  in 
his  time  the  congregation  presented  the  singular 

scene  of  being,  as  Unitarians  consider,  in  advance 
of  their  pastor  in  seeking  and  hnding  religious 
truth.  He  continued  among  them  till  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1758,  when  the  diversity  of  sentiment 
which  had  long  existed  rose  to  such  a  height  as  to 
occasion  a  division  of  the  society.  "The  pastor 
(says  my  inlormaut)  had  advanced  doctrines  not 
congenial  with  the  opinions  of  the  more  moderate 
of  his  hearers,  who  also  happened  to  be  the  majority, 
and  he  maintained  them  in  a  manner  so  disgusting, 
that,  after  much  indecorous  altercation,  he  was 
locked  out  of  the  pulpit,  and  his  adherents  followed 
him.' 

Mr.  PhilUpps  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Howel,  who 
removed  to  Poole  from  £n£eld«  and  afterwards 
settled  at  Teovil  and  Bridgwater.  He  was  a  man 
of  good  sense,  liberal  mind,  and  moderate  senti- 
ments ;  and  for  some  years  the  congregation  con- 
tinued large.  It  was  now  at  the  summit  of  its 
prosperity ;  Mr.  Howel  s  ministry  was  well  attend- 
ed and  highly  appreciated ;  but  at  length  Ms  mild 
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and  beuisibh^  di.scoursus  were  discovered  to  be  less 
attractive  than  the  fervid  preaching  of  the  ortho* 
doz.  His  hearers  gradually  diminished;  and  his 
stipend  being  consequently  reduced,  he  ibund  it  ne- 
cessary; in  1782»  to  remove  to  YeoviU  where  he  bad 
greater  prospects  of  usefulness  and  lietter  means 
lor  the  support  of  his  fstmily.  A  similar  account 
might  be  given  of  many  Presbyterian  congregations 
at  this  period.  Their  ministers  had  not  only  adopted 
Arian  or  Unitarian  sentimentsj  but  had  acquiredt 
in  nol  a  few  instances,  greater  intellectnal  refine 
ment  than  their  immediate  predecessors.  Some 
happily  deemed  these  acquisitions  perfectly  cm^ 
patiblc  with  great  earnestness  in  the  discharge  of 
their  pulpit  and  pastoral  duties*  and  with  a  s^le  ot 
of  preaching  doctrinal  as  well  as  practical,  evan* 
gelical  as  well  as  rational.  The  majority,  however, 
though  possessed  of  good  talents,  and  though  emi^ 
nently  useful  by  their  private  examples  and  literary 
labours,  did  not  accommodate  themselves  to  the 
wants  and  wishes  of  the  age.  They  persisted  in 
composing  and  reading  sermons  which  could  only 
be  admired  by  the  select  few;  and  hence  the  nu- 
merical declensions  which  mark  the  history  of  the 
Presbyterians  at  the  close  of  the  last  century.  May 
their  successors,  especially  those  who  are  young, 
pursue  a  different  course ;  may  they  remember  that 
the  Gospel  is  designed  to  be  preached  to  all,  and 
that  he  is  most  worthy  to  be  called  a  Christian 
minister  who  values  intellectual  treasures  chiefly  as 
they  enable  him  to  reach,  reform,  and  elevate  the 
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poor  and  ignanmt  in  common  irid»  Ae  -metMikj  aad 

enlightened ! 

Mr.  Howel  8  successor  at  Poole  was  Mr.  £?aQ 
Dayies,  who,  being  a  gentleman  of  some  property^ 
was  able  to  settle  iiere.  During  the  first  years  of 
his  ministry  the  society  increased ;  bat  aftenraids 
it  again  tliiniiiitihed,  and,  in  1794,  Mr.  Davies 
accepted  an  inritatioa  to  Lewes.  The  next  was 
Mr.  William  Lamport,  during  whose  residenee 
at  Poole  there  was  once  more  a  coniBiderable  imr 
proTcment  Soon  after  the  settlement  of  this  gentle 

man,  a  service  was  ( oiulucted,  the  particulars  of 

which^  as  such  fonns  then  began  to  be  disused 
among  the  English  Pr^byterians^  may  be  copied 

into  this  work. 

**Thc  Rev.  \V.  Lamport,  son  of  the  late  ingeiUGiu  W.  Lam* 
port,  of  HoDitoD,  faaving  officiated  about  eighteeD  mofiiths  to  the 
eougregatiob  in  the  old  meedng-homie  at  Poole,  much  to  die 

satis&ction  of  his  henreps,  at  their  request  was  solemnly  com- 
mitted to  the  biasing  iA'  God  in  the  full  discharge  of  his  pBStorftl 
dstie%  on  Wedneadaj,  June  22,  1796.  T.  Howe,  of  Biidport, 
hegML  bjr  pra/er  and  reading  suitable  portkma  of  Sciiptiixe^  with 
a  brief  comment.  8.  Fawcett  offered  np  the  general  interoeeaory 
prayer  for  all  states  and  conditons  of  men.  J.  Manniug,  of 
Kxrtf»r,  preaehi?d  from  2  Cor.  xiii.  S  :  "  Vof  we  can  do  nothing 
agaiust  the  truth,  but  tor  the  truth;"  proving  that  all  the 
attempts  of  nnbeUereis  had  tnmed  onty  sad  were  ttkoel/  to  tarn 
<mty  to  the  fnrtheianoe  of  the  gospel,  bj  diairing  Ibrth  oonvitteins 
defences.  J.  Cornish,  of  Colyton,  explained  the  design  of  the 
present  uieoting,  proposed  to  the  ^oung  iniuister  certain  cpiestioiis 
relating  to  his  ideas  of  Christianity,  the  Refonuatiou,  an<l  iiis 
reattous  ibr  eugaging  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  amongst  Dis- 
senlefs,  and  then  commended  him  in  pmyer  to  the  ikvonr  and 
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MeBmng  of  tlw  Almiglicy,  an  tte  CQIUMXIOII  hl&  bftd  fbfl&6d. 

.1.  llorst  V,  of  Northampton,  delivered  a  charge  from  John  xxi. 
15p  sliewing  that  a  sincere  love  to  Christ  would  lay  the  beat 
ibimdation  for  fidelity  and  diligence  in  a  preacher  of  the  gospel; 
and  R.  Kelly  of  Wareham,  eonelnded  with  and  a  bene- 

diedon.  Sidtaible  pealms  and  hymns  were  read  by  J.  JeMca, 
of  Rangwood,  at  the  proper  intervals  for  siuging.  A  very 
nnmerauB,  attentive  audience,  comprising  members  of  the  Esta- 
blishment and  other  deuominationsy  expressed  their  approbation 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  whole  service  was  condncted,  and 
seyeral  ministeniy  besides  those  engaged^  expressed  their  Mendt/ 
ngtarilM  hj  attending.  * 

In  1804,  Mr*  Ltinport  removed  to  Laneasten  and 
left  no  suecessor  in  the  pastoral  office  at  Poole. 

The  service  was  then  conducted  with  much  pro- 
piety  and  praaseworihy  seal  by  Mr.  John  Elson>  a 
young  member  of  the  congregation.  By  this  means 
the  chapel  was  kept  open  every  Lord  s  day  for  six* 
teen  monihs^  at  the  end  of  which  Mr.  Seaward  ac- 
cepted an  invitation,  and  was  also  regularly  ordain* 
ed.  The  writer  of  an  accoont  of  this  servicef 
remarks,  that  ''the  highly  respectable  members  of 
the  congregation  had  for  a  series  of  years  eminently 
distinguished  themselves  as  the  friends  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.'*  Mr.  Seaward  resigned  in  1815; 
and  another  member  of  the  congregation— Mr. 

Thomas  Lamport,  undertook  to  lead  the  devotions 
and  promote  the  moral  and  religious  improvement 
of  the  flock.  His  services  were  respectably,  though 
nut  uumeroubly  attended  till  the  early  part  of  the 

•  p.  n.  M.,  Vol.  iii.  i».  27!). 

t  Mon.  Hopos.,  O.  S.^  Vol.  ii.  p.  66B. 
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year  1817,  when  Mr.  Bennett  removed  to  Poole 
from  Ditchling.  At  the  commencement  of  his  mm- 
istry>  he  proposed  the  establishment  of  a  chapel 
library,  which  was  immediately  assented  to.  The 
successors  of  Mr.  Bennett  have  been  Mr.  Mitchel- 
feon  and  Mr.  Rowutree.  both  of  Manchester  College, 
York.  Mr.  Mitchelson  left  Poole  to  accept  an  in- 
vitation from  Diss.  The  congregation  is  still  small ; 
but  it  containb  elements  favourable  to  its  growth* 
Among  those  at  present  connected  with  the  congre- 
gation are  two  dt's^ccndant^  of  its  earliest  benefactor 
— the  gentleman  who  gave  the  ground  on  which  the 
older  part  of  the  building  stands.*  OAers  there 
aie  who  cherish  the  memories,  and  are  disposed  to 
pvofil  by  the  exui]^e8»  of  those  friends  to  tmtfu 
freedom,  charity,  and  holiness,  who  have  worshiped 
in  this  place. 

Besides  the  chapel  library  there  is  a  Sunday- 
school^  and  a,  collection  of  books  for  children. 


ililmtetm. 


John  Weslby,  M.A. 
* '  William  Madowick 

Matthkw  Towgood 


1729-^1735. 
J735— 


1074— 

—1734. 


Thomas  Rowk  . . . 
Samubl  Havwa&d 


—1752. 


Samubl  PHiiiLim 
John  Howsl 
Evan  Daviks.... 


1752—1758. 
1758—1782. 
1782—179^. 
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WitLUM  Lamport 
Room  Sbaward  • 

Abraham  Bennett 
John  Mitch kison 
Mark  Rowntr££  . 


1795—1604. 
1805—1815. 

1817—1826. 
1826— 1834. 
1834. 


ADDITIONAL  PARTICULARS  OF  TH£  LIFE  OF  MR.  HARDY. 

After  he  lett  Bad^iley  Le  wan  a.  private  chaplain  iu  Essex, 
whence  he  removed  to  Newbury,  where  he  died  in  1691.  He 
won  the  regard  and  promoted  the  improvement  of  men  of  ail 
fllaaece  bj  hie  CHirietian  kindnewi  and  integrity.  Several  in* 
etanees  are  on  record  of  his  courage  and  activity  when  the 
interests  of  liis  fellow-creatures  were  at  stake.  He  once  told  a 
nobleman,  Ltoxd  Brook,  that  men  of  high  rank  were  the  most 
unhappy  in  the  world,  becanae  nobody  dared  teU  them  their 
&idt8»  or  ihew  them  the  ri^t  way  to  Heaven.  His  benevo- 
lenee  was  manlfeeted  by  lua  delight  in  doing  good,  and  more 
particularly  by  Lis  zeal  in  collect iug  nearly  £500  for  the  pur- 
pose of  redeeming  captives  from  slavery.  Nor  did  he  deem 
it  inoonaiatent  with  his  office  as  a  minister,  to  exert  himself  on 
in^ortaat  polilioal  oocaaon%  and  to  throw  hia  influence  into 
the  scale  of  honeat  independence^  though  at  the  risk  of  enduring 
the  frowns  of  the  powerfol.  While  he  was  living  at  Poole,  the 
inhabitants  were  called  upou  to  choose  a  member  of  rarliament. 
I'he  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  then  Lord  Chancellorj  was  very  aux> 
ions  to  have  his  son  elected ;  bnt  Mr.  Hardy  opposed  his  lord- 
ships and  oxerted  himself  sncccssfaUy  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Trenebard,  whom  he  thooght  a  fitter  man.  The  Chancellor 
was  incensed,  and  wrote  a  very  angry  letter  to  his  opponent, 
but  waa  soon  afterwards  reconciled  to  him  in  consequence  of 
his  own  honest  representations  of  the  state  of  the  case.* 


*  Nuirau  Mem.,  YoL  ii.  p.  467. 
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Thft  Rbv.  J.  WssLBT,  M.A.— >Tlib  worthj  taMlor  of  tbe 

foimder  of  Methodism  was  educated  at  New  Inn  Hall,  Oxford. 
His  characteristics  were  not  unlike  those  by  wliich  liis  celebrated 
grandflooa  were  distiagoished.  He  was  xealous,  seriottfly  and 
diiigeiit;  wUling  to  Btrnggle  with  diffionltieB  in  the  diachttge  of 
hia  duty,  jret  averse  to  plunge  into  needless  danger.  At  the  ege 
of  twenty-two,  and  in  the  3re8r  1058,  he  was  sent  to  preach  at 
Wiiitclinrcb,  in  Durbct^liire.  Su(»u  at ter  t lie  Restoration,  some 
of  his  neighbours  persecuted  him  becau^^e  he  would  nut  read  the 
book  of  Common  Prajrer.  He  recorded  in  his  diarj  two  inte- 
resthig  oon&reneea  on  this  anbject — one  idth  the  Biihop  of 
Bristol,  the  other  with  SSr  Oenurd  Napier,  a  oonntry  justice^  by 
whom  lie  Lad  been  imprisoned.  These  are  interesting  as  shew- 
ing the  opinions  which  were  entertained  at  that  period  in  refer- 
ence to  the  necessary  qualifications  for  the  pastoral  office,  and 
the  manner  in  which  bishops  and  jostices  exerdsed  ^etr  power. 
Mr.  Wesley,  by  pfsaehing  privately  after  his  ejectment,  pre- 
served his  liberty  longer  than  many  of  his  brethren.  Four 
ministers  living  in  his  neighbourhood  determined  on  preaching 
with  open  doorsy  aud  were  accordingly  indicted  at  the  next 
asdses  for  being  present  at  liotons  and  imlawihl  aasembUess 
they  were  found  guilty,  fined  fhrty  marhs  each,  and  obliged  to 
find  security  for  Ihev  good  behaviour.   But  aU  Mr.  Wesley's 

caution  could  not  save  him  from  the  rtlecty  of  wicked  hiws  ;  the 
Oxford  Act  obliged  him  to  leave  hia  tamily  and  his  people;  and 
afler  he  returned  he  was  imprisoned  four  times,  and  appre- 
hended stiU  more  fireqnently.  Hie  sufleriiigs,  both  of  mind  and 
body,  to  which  he  was  exposed  by  the  cnielty  of  the  High-Chmch 
party,  combined  with  other  cirucmstances,  produced  an  illness 
which  terminated  in  his  decease  when  he  wais  only  in  the  prime 
of  life.  Even  then  bigotry  was  not  satisfied ;  the  vicar  of  the 
parish  in  which  he  died,  would  not  suffer  his  remains  to  be 
Interred  in  the  church.* 


*  NoDoeii.  If  em*,  ToL  I  460* 
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COLLUMPTON. 


CoLbiTMPTON,  or  OiUliimpton*  or  Colombtoii,  aceonlinf  to  BtadaOt 
h  "tlie  diiefeit  pliceon  the  river  Ciilme»aiid  wai  tbe  King'i  demeiiie 
In  the  Saxon  Hcfitaichy.''  Alfred  heqneallied  the  naiMr  to  hia  aon 
Bdiebrard,  viMi  other  hmdi  fat  the  ooontiei  of  Somenet  tad  Hanti. 

The  town  eontiats  priac^MDy  of  one  long  itreet,  bedly  psved. 
Thvoogli  thii  itreet  paatef  the  turnpike  reed  fitom  Bedi  and  Briitol 
to  Exeter.  Many  of  the  honaei  are  weU  bnilti  but  the  humbler 
dwellings  are  mostly  constructed  with  cobb  walls.  The  manufactures 
are  of  broad  clot  lis,  serges  and  kcr^x  meres ;  but  the  former  are  not 
made  in  any  cunsiderabie  (juaulity. — Brittov  and  Brayley. 
Population  in  1811,— 2i^i; ;  in  182l»— <^10 1  in  1831,-^13. 
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CoLLUMPTON  was  one  of  the  numerous  places  in 
DeronBhire  from  which  miniBters  were  ejected  in 
1662.  The  sufferer  here  was  !\Ir.  Croinpton,  who 
continued  aaaay  yeacfi  among  bifi  peopie  a£ker  1m 
quitted  his  living.  Once  in  five  or  six  we^e  the 
inhabitants  were  ministered  to  by  Mr.  Batt,  who 
had  been  driv^  by  the  Act  of  Umfonni^,  firm 
the  living  of  Riston,  in  SomCTsetshire. 

Mr.  Crompton  preached  in  a  dwelling-house 
Bome  years  after  the  Revolution.*  About  1695, 
the  congregation  built  a  meeting-house  which  re- 
mained till  1815.  In  1698,  they  chose  for  their 
pastor  Mr.  Richard  Evans^  who  remained  with  them 
forty-five  years.  The  register  of  baptisms  was 
commenced  by  him  on  the  day  he  first  preached  at 
Collumpton — April  10th,  1698.  This  was  origi- 
nally a  private  record  begun  by  Mr.  £van6,  at 
Staverton^  near  Ashburton,  January  6th,  1^4.  He 
obtained  his  certificate  in  1695  at  the  Exeter 
Quarter  Sessions,  where  he  was  r^stered  as  a 
"Dissenting  minister  in  holy  orders."  Mr.  Evans 
received  the  following  letter  of  invitation: 

*  BiigKtb  Fi^etbjtoriBBf  p.  181. 
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Collumpton,  April  (Mh,  1C98. 

"  Reverend  S*"-, 

"  The  good  report  we  have  heard  of  )'0u  hath  iuduced 
us  to  give  jou  the  trouble  of  these  lines,  being  destitute  of  a 
minister  and  many  of  our  congregation  are  desirous  to  heare 
you  preach  among  us.  We  resolve  to  look  no  more  after  Mr. 
Meade,  and  this  is  our  general  resolution,  wherefore  desire  that 
you  would  be  with  us  the  next  Lord's  day  and  preach  heere. 

firiend  Mr.  Pearce  can  give  you  an  account  how  our  afiairet 
stand  heere.  If  you  speake  to  Mr.  Meade,  you  will  find  that 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Collumpton,  hath  given  him  a  full  answer  us  to 
our  resolution  above  written  ;  see  we  desire  you  will,  if  possible, 
be  heere  next  Sabbath  and  you  will  much  oblige  y^  assured 
l«  ffriends,  '    '  ^  ' 

"Thomas  Spied,  v 
"  James  Artnoll,  ^ 
J  J.      ""'^"^  Harris, 


"  To  Mr.  Richard  Evans, 
Minister  of  the  Gospell, 
these  presents." 


"Anth.  Codxkr. 


»» 


With  this  invitation  Mr.  Evans  complied;  ami 
his  settlement  at  Collumpton  was  advantageous  to 
the  cause.  In  the  early  part  of  the  last  century  the 
congregation  was  large  ;  many  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood being  in  the  habit  of  joining  it.  As  to 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Evans  and  his  flock  there  is  no 
information ;  from  his  only  publication, — "  A  Tract 
on  Holiness,  "  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  was  chiefly 
anxious  to  cultivate  purity  of  heart  and  life.  He 
died  in  1743.  During  the  next  ten  years,  the  so- 
ciety had  several  ministers.    All  appear  to  have 
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held  liberal  opinions  and  to  have  prepared  (Ik  ii 
hearers  for  adoptmg  liBitarianism.  Mr.  Morgao^ 
who  became  the  pastor  in  1754,  had  been  led  ta 
relinquish  orthodoxy  by  the  writings  of  Mr.  Peirce, 
and  proceeded  even  farther  than  that  celebrated 
man. 

The  congregation  declined  in  numbers  towards 
the  dose  of  the  last  century*  Many  membefa  had 
been  previously  removed  by  death  without  leavii^ 
families  to  supply  their  places;  and  about  this 
period*  other  Dissenting  chapels  were  erected  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Then,  however,  a  spirit  of 
liberality  prevailed  in  CoUumpton,  which  was  too 
soon  L'xtlns[uished.  Soon  after  the  establishment 
of  iSujuiay-schools,  many  persons  of  various  deno^ 
minations  were  accustomed  to  meet  on  Sunday 
evenings,  at  the  Presbyterian  chapel.  All  the 
SundayHscholars  in  the  town  assembled ;  Mr.  Mor- 
gan conducted  the  devotional  parts  of  the  service, 
and  some  respectable  layman  read  a  practical  ser- 
mon. There  are  some  yet  living;  who  entertain 
a  pleasing  recollection  of  these  services,  and  who 
deeply  n>gietted  the  spirit  of  bigotry  which  put  a 
stop  to  ihem. 

It  16  difficult  for  the  young  of  the  present  day  to 
fonn  an  adequate  conception  of  the  intemperate 

zeal  against  Dissenters,  at  the  timr  of  ihe  French 
Bevolution*  A  few,  however^  may  have  heard  their 
aged  friends  speak  of  the  dangers  to  which  they 
were  exposed.  The  following  cireiimstanee  wiU 
tend  to  shew  what  our  Others  had  to  encounter. 
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In  the  parish  of  Uffculme.  near  Collumpton,  there 

was,  at  this  time,  a  small  meeting-house  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  one  God,  the  Father.  It  is  thus 
noticed  by  Polwhele:  ^'Bridwell,  in  this  parish,  on 
which  is  a  new  mansion,  is  the  pleasant  seat  of 
Richard  Hall  Clarke^  Esq.,  who  pulled  down  an 
old  chapel  (dedicated  to  St.  Bridget  or  St.  Bride, 
probably  near  some  conseci-ated  well  called  St. 
Bride*8  well,)  and  with  the  materials  built  a  part  of 
the  present  house  ;  and  at  a  little  distance,  he  has 
also  erected  a  Presbyterian  or  Unitarian  chapel  for 
Inmself  and  family.*^  This  period  being,  with  re- 
gard to  religious  proceedings  in  this  country,  that  of 
another  reign  of  terror,  it  was  more  than  usually 

necessary  that  those  who  were  averse  to  all  spiritual 
usurpation,  and  friendly  to  a  simple,  earnest,  and 
scriptural  mode  of  worship,  should  unite  for  mutual 
support  and  the  diffusion  of  truth.  Accordingly, 
several  young  men,  still  among  the  consistent  mem* 
hers  of  our  churches,  having  no  minister  at  their 
otm  place  of  worship,  at  Honiton,  went  every  Sun- 
day to  the  sequestered  chapel  at  Bridwell.  But  so 
strong  was  the  influence  of  ignorance  and  prejudice, 
that  their  steps  were  watched,  their  occasional  calls 
on  country  friends  misrepresented,  and  their  praise- 
worthy efforts  to  excite  a  love  of  gospel  truth  stig- 

*  The  Bridwell  chapel,  which  has  now  hcea  abandoned  some  years,  wat 
«peii«l<itU92|  Atenmm  ■'Tli«I^r«mifeorcliriti'sFr€«eiu»wiibMi 
Disciples"  praacbed  by  Dr.  TVMiImio,  and  afterwards  pnblisbed.  The 
•eeailoii  #m  raatead  ramachaUe  bf  the  dreimialaiieei  <hafe  fha  Atetadt 
jHtaiMad  formad  Iftat  aaeM  in««itatioii<-tha  Waatam  Uaitatian 
Sodetj. 
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matized  dn  attempts  to  circulate  sedition  and  in^ 
delily. 

This  spirit  hastened  the  decline  of  the  congrega- 
tioii  at  CoUumpton.    But  a  brighter  time  arrived, 
— ^  time  when,  though  prejudice  remained  awakev- 
persecution  was  asleep ;  and  Mr.  Morgan's  succes- 
sor did  not  fittl  to  ajail  himself  of  it.   Mr.  Davia. 
had  been  at  Collumpton  some  years  without  an- 
opportunity  of  doing  much  to  diffuse  his  principles. 
At  length  he  employed  his  energies  judiciously  and 
successfully ;  and  it  should  be  noted  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  others^  (says  a  writer  in  the  Monthly 
Repository^*)  that  by  unremitting  endeavotirs,  ho 
lived  to  see  the  fruit  of  his  labours.    In  1823,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  attend  in  the  veslry,  on  Wedr 
nesday  evenings,  to  clcliver  lectures  and  to  con- 
vene with  any  who  might  be  suffici^tly  interested 
to  hear  what  he  had  to  advance  in  fevour  of  his . 
views  of  the  gospel.    For  some  time  few  came  to 
he  instructed;  but*  with  peculiar  steadiness*  he  held 
on  in  what  he  thought  the  path  of  duty,  and  his 
hearers  became  numerous.    His  last  lecture^  de- 
lived  a  few  days  before  his  deaths  was  considered 
particularly  interesting,  and  his  auditors  had  then 
increased  fourfold. 

I  have  stated  that  the  first  meeting-house  was 
huilt  in  1695.  In  1814  it  was  found  to  be  so  much 
decayed  as  to  render  further  assembling  in  it  danger- 
ous; the  congregation,  therefore,  took  it  down  and 
erected  another  <m  the  same  sitcf   This  buildings . 

*  VoL  XX.  p.  52.         t  Mod.  Rcpo«.,  \  ^>l  x.  p.  72U 
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which,  though  smaller,  is  more  commodiouB,  was 
opened  for  public  worship  on  the  29th  of  October, 
in  the  bame  year.  Discourses  were  preached  on  this 
occasion,  in  the  morning  and  evening  by  Dr.  Car- 
penter, and  in  the  a  fie  moon  by  Mr.  Davis.  A 
tribute  of  gratitude  was  paid  to  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists,  who  permitted  the  Unitarians  to  use 
their  chapel,  once  each  Lord  s  day,  for  some  months.  * 
Adjoining  the  chapd  are  two  sehool-iooms,  of  still 
more  modem  date,  used  for  the  religious  instruction 
of  about  sixty  boys  and  girls.  The  congregation  also 
support  a  library,  a  fellowship  fund,  and  a  brollierly 
society.*  These  institutions  have  lessened  the  evils 
of  ignorance  and  poverty,  and  strengthened  the  union 
that  subsists  among  the  worshipers.  In  promoting 
the  happiness  and  improvement  oi  this  interesting 
society— their  pastor,  Mr.  Testes,  has  been  lately 
assisted  by  Mr.  N.  S.  Heineken,  who  was  educated 
at  York,  and  settled  some  years  at  Sidmouth. 
The  following  inscriptions  are  in  the  chapd: 

aMSom  TO  mm  luiiOBir  or  tbe  Rav.  SAHtnti  Moshai^ 
waatt  BSiiAiits  Au  iirrBasBD  mbab  Tats  svor,  and  wuo, 

OimurO  40  YBARS,  was  THB  HIOBLT  BBSPBCTBD  HIMtflTBB 
THB  CONOBBOATION  AS8BMBUW0  IB  THIS  PLACB.    Hb  DIBD  ON 
THB  15th  SbPTBMBBR,  1/94,  fN  THB  64fh  TBAB  OP  HIS  ABB. 

•  Cornmuuicaied  with  much  other  iiifon nation  by  the  Rrv.  M.  L. 
Yeates,  who  describes  tlie  Liuiheiiy  society  aa  a  fund  for  tlie  reiiti'  uf  poor 
peraons  in  «icknega,  aoi^rted  by  monthly  omtrUndiont  of  two  peaice  |iar 
month*  frmn  thoie  who  expect  reliei;  tad  other  imna  from  thoee  who  do 
not.  At  the  monthly  meetings  each  tabtcriber,  is  at  liberty  to  recommend 
any  oaas  that  he  knows  toneed  rettcf.  The  Traasonr  la  ssChoriaed  to 
advance,  in  case  of  emergency,  what  he  deems  right  in  the  interval.  The 
society  hal  been  estaUiihed  fomrteen  yean,  and  has  always  woiked  wen. 

x2 
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And  also  of  ELizABETir,  rris  wife, 

WHO  nFPAUTEl)  THIS  LIFE  THE  -ith  MaY,  \7S3,  AGED  38  YEARS. 
Snt  WAS  THE  YOLNGtbi   DAUOIITEK  OF  THE  LLARNED  AM) 
BXCELLENT  Dn.  BeNNKT  StEVENSON,  for  37  YEARS  MINISTER 
or  A  SOCIETY  OF  PrOTESTANT  D1SSBNTSE8,  AT  BaTH. 

This  tabut  was  brbctbd  in  1827,  fbom  a  fbbliho  of  affbc* 
tionatb  rbspbct  to  thb  mbmory  of  hbr  pajibnt8,  bt  thb 

DAVGHTBIl  OF  SaMUIL  AND  EuZABBTB  MoBOAN. 


Emma  Catherine, 

THE  BELOVED  WIFE  OF  NICHOLAS  SaMUEL  HeiNEKEN', 
ANI>  OMI*Y  SUBVIVING  CHILD  OF  THE  UeV.  MaTTHEW  LeE  YsaTES, 
IIINI8TBB  OF   THIS  OONOBBOATION,  DIBO  NoT.    12lh,  1831, 
AOBD  2i  YBARB. 

This  tablbt,  too  pbbisbablb  for  thb  bbcord  of  hbb  vietubs, 
18  bbbctbd  as  a  tbibutb  of  affbction  bt  hbr  bbrbatbd 

HUSBAND. 

**  What  is  tour  lifb  i  It  ib  btbn  a  tapour  that  apprabhth 

FOR  A  UTTLB  TIHBx  AND  TKBN  YANISHBTH  AWAY.*' 

On  two  stones  in  the  yard  adjoining  the  chapel: 

Hbeb  lieth  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  £vaks, 
WHO  DBPARTBD  THIS  UFB  22lld  JuLT,  1743,  IN  THB  72lld 
TSAR  OF  HIS  AOI.  Hi  WAS  PASTOR  OF  THIS  CONORBOATfOH 
4&  TBARS,  "  WHOSB  RWOIGIMO  WAB  THIS,  THS  TBSTXIIOHT  «F  A 
GOOD  COMSCIRMCR." 


SaCRRD  to  THB  MBMORr  OF  THB  RbT.  JobN  DaVIS,  WHO  DB- 

parted  THIS  LIFB  Dbc.  16th,  1824,  aged  €2. 

He  was  a  native  of  Cardiganshire,  a.nd  the  faithful  mi- 
nister OF  THIS  congregation  DURING  28  YEARS. 

**Bb  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thu  a 

CROWN  OF  LIPB." 
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William  Ckompton,  M.  A.  -iuim. 

Richard  Evans    Ki^^H — 1743. 

Robert  Glass   1746—1746, 

Thomas  Chapman   1748—1701. 

  Hook   1751—1754. 

Samuel  Morgan   17;)4 — 

John  Davis   1794 — 1824. 

Mattu£ w  Lbs  Ykates   3 825. 

Nicholas  Samubl  Hbinbkbn   1830. 


The  Rev.  William  Crompton  whs  the  sou  of  a  minister 
at  Barnstaple.  He  waii  ejected  from  the  liviug  of  Collumptou 
hj  the  Act  of  Uniformity.  He  contmued  with  his  people,  and 
qient  man/  jeara  among  diein,  hat  witfaont  Hie  encoongement 
he  deserved.  For  some  time  before  his  death,  which  oocnrred  In 
1696,  he  WU8  disabled  by  a  paint al  disease  from  engaging  in 
his  beloved  employment.  The  titles  of  his  works  indicate  the 
aobieotB  in  which  he  felt  peculiarly  interested,  as  well  as  the 
goaMpl  tastes  of  the  Praebjrterian  eongregirtiona  of  that  period. 
He  published — Remedy  against  Superetitkm. — A  Brief  Snr* 
vey  of  the  Old  Religion. — Foundation  of  God  for  the  Salvation 
of  the  Elect. — Sovereign  Omnipoteucy,  the  Saint's  Security. — 
A  Treatise  on  Prayer;  on  Jamea  v.  16. — ^A  Wildemees  of 
Trooble  Iieading  to  a  Canaan  of  Comfort** 

The  lifiv.  Samuel  Morgan  was  a  native  of  Laugam- 
gamareky  iu  Brecknockshire*   His  ^ther  was  more  than  forty 

*  Noncoii*  Mem. 
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veHTs  iiiiuii>cer  of  the  gojypel  at  i^imrl  vd.  The  subject  of  this 
memoir  was  bom  iii  1731,  and  having  received  a  classical  edo- 
CBtioOy  entered  the  aoedeflij  at  Ctenartfaen  ia  1745.  Hm 
lie  was  prqperedy  by  the  Rev.  Evia  D»viee  and  tbe  Reir. 
SlMiiiiel  ITioiiim,  tlie  ministerbl  offfiee,  on  wldeh  he  fini 
eiittr*.  d  Ht  l>iilvertuii.  From  this  place  he  removed,  iu  1754, 
to  C'<  »liiuiipum,  where  lie  spcut  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  MorfpHL  was  educated  in  Calvinistie  principle^  and  pio- 
babljr  never  doubted  their  truth  till  he  read  tiie  eortniveriy 
between  Mr.  Peiroe  and  Ins  opponenlB.  ThefcUowing  sketeh  of 
his  character  appears  in  the  Protestant  Dissenters*  Magazine  :• 
— "  His  pietj  was?  fer\  eut  and  uDallecied,  his  integntj'  inflexible, 
and  his  morals  irreproachable.  The  liheralit/  of  his  mind  roee 
aiiperior  to  all  party  distunetions*  and  be  enbneed,  as  brathrei^ 
tbe  whole  ratkmaloraatkni  of  Ood«  Wilb  iirtitiide  and  ebeer- 
fbhiess  he  sustained  a  lingering  uid  peinfhl  disofder;  and  at 
last,  with  trnly  Christian  dignity,  he  close  d  his  eyes  in  peace  in 
the  gLxty-fourth  year  of  hh  n?e.  He  published  '  A  Common 
Prajer  Book,  aeoofding  to  the  Flan  of  the  Litmgjr  of  tbe  Cbnieb 
of  Bnglaady  widi  toitable  eervioM.' " 

I  be  Rev.  JoHN  Davis  received  the  first  part  of  his  educa- 
tion in  Carmarthenshire,  under  the  learned  Mr.  David  Davii. 
At  tim  nenal  age  be  was  sent  to  die  academy  ml*  Gimnrtbea^ 
dMD  nndar  tbe  em  of  Rer.  Robert  Gendsman.  Not  being 
entMed  wi&  bis  opportimities  fcr  improvement  there,  be  aoen 
afterwards  entered  at  Daventrv,  where  Mr.  Bclsham  was  the 
tutor.  Although  brought  up  in  orthodoxy,  he  imbibed,  in  this 
seminary,  the  ptineiples  of  Unitarianism ;  but  not  from  Mr. 
Belsham,  who  was  Aen  a  Calvinist^  and  deeply  lamsoted  tbe 
results  of  Mr.  Davis's  inqniries.  He  bore  testimony,  however, 
to  tbe  very  exemplary  conduct  of  his  pupil. 

On  leaving  Daveutry,  Mr.  Davm  settled  in  Cuiiibcrlaiul,  with 
a  nimii  and  not  very  hannonious  congregatiou.    Here  he 

•  Vol.Lp.463. 
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remamed  some  years,  and  diHckarged  with  miioli  lionoar  the 
daties  of  a  minister  aiid  HchoolmaBter.  ISo  highly  did  one  of 
Us  pupilB  esteem  him,  Uiat  ap  to  the  time  of  bia  death  he  deU* 
CBlel J  remittBd  faim^  twiee  a  jeari  throDi^  a  friend,  *  bsndsom 
donatioDy  *<le8l  Us  moome  shooM  be  loo  small  Ibr  one  m  his 
delicate  state  of  health."  He  probably  removed  from  his  first 
station  to  Collumpton  without  settling  in  any  other  })lace  ;  and 
here  he  ipent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  possessing  the  respect 
■ad  prtmoo^ag  the  hsppinesB  of  all  to  whom  he  was  known. 

Mr.  D«m*s  exeitiDiis  in  Iks  esnse  of  Chrisliiai  troth  have 
alreadj  been  mentioBed.  These  did  not  proceed  from  a  sects* 
rian  spirit  but  from  a  calm,  yet  strong,  conviction  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  conclusions  at  which  he  had  arrived.  If  he 
was  assdons  to  make  pmeljrtes»  ha  onifonnljr  asserted  that 
aoaad  mofaliijr  was-  Uia  and  of  Irae  religioii,  and  regarded  all 
opinions  wilhont  it  as  Ktde  worth  and  vsin."  One  of  his 
friends  h'ds  remarked,  that  "  neither  the  i'enr  of  man  nor  any 
wish  to  please  him  ever  induced  him  to  do  tiiat  of  which  he  did 
not  approve, — he  had  all  the  firmness  of  Knox,  without  one 
giKmof  hisferocioasneeB."  Hewaaamanof  soimdleanungaiid 
great  applioation,  bnt  never  beeame  a  popular  preacher.  In 
domestic  life,  he  was  easy  to  be  acconmiodated,  considerate  of 
the  accommodation  of  others  :  quiet,  peaceful,  and  courteous. 
The  vigour  of  his  mental  powers  and  his  increasing  exertions 
to  promote  die  welfiura  of  his  peopie^  amidst  the  attacks  of  a 
disesBe  which  at  lengtik  bfonght  1dm  suddsnlj  to  tiie  graven  ax* 
•mplifiad  &e  AposOe's  deelaralion  ''ihongh  die  outward  maa 
fiiileth,  the  inner  man  is  renewed  day  by  day." 

Of  the  higher  parts  of  his  character  some  idea  may  be  formed 
from  the  following  lines,  wUoh  appeared  in  his  &vonrite  pnbti- 
eation  soon  siter  his  death.* 

•  Mon.  Rep.,  Vol.  XX.  jj.  2.i(>.  See  also  p.  116.  The  lines  have  tiince 
beea  republithed  by  the  aathor,  the  Rev.  J.  Johns,  of  Cieditni,  in  sb  de- 
SMitvolBOM  entitled  Dews  of  CsaCalie."  Loodon.  Htinter.  1828. 
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Tuu  b  many  a  harp  for  the  young  inui't  doom. 

That  is  toned  to  the  notes  of  woe  i 
But  alas !  they  are  mute  o'er  the  old  man's  tomb. 

Though  he  lived  like  a  saiiit  bekyw. 

There  is  many  a  tear  over  beauty's  grave. 

And  warm  from  the  heart  they  rise ; 
Ah !  why  less  warm  are  the  tears  thai  lave 

The  spot  where  the  good  man  lies  ? 

Is  it  nothing  to  keep  the  sold  stiD  young, 
Yfhea  the  fraaae  where  it  dwdls  grows  old  i 

Or  less  shoidd  a  beantiM  Uie  be  song. 
Than  the  diarms  of  an  earthly  mould  ? 

No,  old  man,  no, — one  passing  lay, 

Thoogh  a  powerless  biy  ii  be» 
Shall  he  given  to  the  thoiight  of  the  silent  clay, 

WUch  is  all  that  is  left  of  thee. 

Though  thy  life  was  passed  m  the  humble  shade. 
Yet  it  brightened  the  shade  around ; 

And  every  step  that  thy  meek  foot  mide, 
Was  made  upon  holy  ground. 

Thou  hast  seen  thy  friends  around  thee  fall. 
Thou  hast  lived  through  years  of  pain  ; — 

And  now  thou  hast  reached  the  goal  of  all. 
And  broken  a  frail  world's  chain. 

Oh  I  rest  in  peace  till  the  day  for  ulilch 
Thou  hast  looked  with  a  Christian's  eye ! 

Faith,  hope,  and  love,  long  have  made  thee  rich 
In  the  gold  of  a  purer  sky. 

Though  so  Houii  forgot  be  thy  lowly  sod. 

Yet  thou  ha.st  not  lived  in  vain ; 
For  green  ahovc  arc  the  groves  of  God, 

Where  the  just  shall  meet  agam  { 
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"  This  towne  daymes  priorilk  far  uitiquitic  before  many  other. 
Bttt  for  the  name*  yf  I  ahould  uy  yt  was  taken  from  the  abundance  of 
koitjfe  there  made  or  Ibund,  I  persuade  myself  you  would  smylei  and 
yet  that  may  not  be  altogether  Mat  reason,  in  r^fard  of  the  hills  ad* 
joymng;  on  wluch  abundance  of  thyme  or  tyme  growes^in  which  these 
prctye  creatmes  are  much  delighted  and  feed  most  willin^y  theron/' 
— Wbstcots. 

"This  town  is  near  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  lying  east 
and  west;  and  in  the  midst  there  is  one  other  street  towards  the 
south.  It  is  a  very  pretty  town,  indifferently  well  built,  and  sweetly 
seated  Iwtli  for  corn  and  pa.ilure.  Its  market  is  on  Saturtiay,  well 
replenished  with  all  such  things  as  the  country  aifordeth  for  neces- 
saries ;  more  plentiful,  indeed,  in  victuals  and  com  than  most  other 
markets  in  the  county." — Sir  W.  Pole. 

'^Uoniton  lies  on  the  great  western  road  from  London  to  Exeter  ( 
seven  miks  west  of  Axminster,  and  to  the  east  of  £xeter  about  sixteen 
mUes.  Situated  in  a  delightful  vale  upon  a  rising  ground,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  Otter,  it  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  drcunu 
Jacent  country.  A  little  stream  of  transparent  water  flows  through 
the  town,  with  a  dipping  place  at  almost  every  door."— Polwheu. 

Fbpulatiaii  m  1811,-2736;  m  182],--^3296;  in  1831,-^. 
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This  house  was  built  by  a  Baptist  society* 

There  was  a  congregation  of  the  same  class  in  the 
town  as  &r  back  as  1655.  Greorge  Fox>  the  Quaker, 
motions  his  haying  some  intercouse  with  it  im 
that  year.  If  it  existed  till  the  passing  of  ilie  Act  of 
Unifonnily*  it  was  probably  united  to  the  Presbyt^ 
rian  society  which  was  formed  here  soon  afterwards. 
In  Crosby's  History  of  the  Baptists^*  there  is  "a 
confession  of  the  fidth  of  several  congregations  of 
Christ  in  the  county  of  Somerset^  and  bome  churches 
in  ike  cmmties  near  adjticeni;  printed  at  London, 

Anno  1656."  The  brethren  at  Honiton  had  probably 
some  concern  in  this  document,  which,  it  may  be 
observed,  although  very  copious,  contains  no  decla- 
ration of  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and 
in  the  present  day  would  be  generally  considered 

as  heterodox  in  other  respectis. 

The  next  notice  of  Dissent  in  this  town  occurs  in 
connexion  with  the  year  1662.  Mr.  Francis  Sore* 
ton,  the  rector  of  the  parish,  being  unable  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  Act,  was  ejected*  This 
learned  and  excellent  man  preached  in  Honiton, 

•  Appendix,  VoL  i.  p.  27. 
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ooGasionally^  after  his  ejectment^  countenanced  and 
assisted  by  his  fellow-sufferers,  Mr.  Hieron,  of  Feni* 
Um,  and  Mr.  Saunders,  of  Keutibbeare.  In  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  were  many  Noncon^ 

formistis,  some  of  them  gentlemen  of  note,  but  they 
could  not  provide  themselves  with  a  place  of  public 
worship  till  King  Jameses  Indulgence  was  issued. 
They  then  fitted  up  the  back-house  of  William 
Clarke,  a  chandler,  and  were  served  by  Mr.  Saun- 
ders,  Mr.  Malachi  Blake,  and  Mr.  Goswell  of 
£xeter,  who  continued  for  some  time  to  preach 
aKeniately  with  much  suoeess.* 

The  tirst  stated  minister  of  the  Honiton  Dissent^ 
ers  was  Mr.  John  Edwards,  a  young  man  from 
Wellington.  He  was  introduced  on  Mr.  GoswelFs 
discontinuing  his  attendance,  and  boou  discovered 
an  inclination  to  take  the  whole  work  up<m  himself, 

although  Mr.  Blake  had  been  proposed  as  pastor. 
Mr.  Edwards,  being  of  a  violent  temper,  soon 
destroyed  that  peace  and  harmony  which  had  pre-* 
viou^ily  subsisted;  and  notwithstanding  a  friendly 
admonition  from  the  Exeter  Assembly,  to  whom  the 
society  appealed,  he  still  acted  so  improperly,  that 
Mr.  Clarke  declared  he  should  preach  in  his  house 
no  longer.  There  was  consequently  a  division; 
some  of  the  members  remained  in  their  old  place, 
and  were  supplied  by  ministers  from  Exeter,  Chard, 
and  Taunton,  while  Edwards  and  his  party  retired 
to  a  wood-house,  where  they  assembled  till  a  new 
building,  which  they  instantly  commenced,  was 

•  EogUih  Prwbyterian,  p.  152. 
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completed.  Things  were  ia  this  situation  a  ooa- 
siderable  time ;  at  length*  the  conduct  of  Edwards 
becoming  scaudalously  immoral,  hia  party  forsook 
him.  He  conformed  to  the  Church  of  England^ 
and  preached  at  Northleigh,  a  small  village  about 
four  miles  from  Honitc >u.* 

In  the  year  1705,  the  two  parties  were  united 
under  Mr.  John  Ball,  whose  zeal,  learning,  and 
orthodoxy,  made  him  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
divines  in  the  West.  He  died  in  1745,  in  the 
ii  iiK  ty-iirst  year  of  his  age,  and  was  succe^ed  by 
Mr.  John  Rutter,  of  South  Petherton,  who  was  the 
settled  minister  till  his  own  death,  which  took  place 
in  1769.  Mr.  Greorge  Ueath^  then  finighi^g  his 
studies  at  Exeter,  accepted  an  invitation  to  settle  at 
Honiton  in  the  following  year ;  but  he  also  soon 
lost  many  of  his  hearers,  and  ultimately  his  situik 
tion,  by  bad  conduct.  Aiiuther  division  ensued, 
which  was  probably  hastened  by  differences  on 
points  of  feith ;  one  party  inheriting  the  rigid  Cal* 
vinism  preached  by  Mr,  Ball,  the  other  shewing 
themselves  favourable  to  those  brighter  views  which 
were  then  becoming  prevalent.  The  Calvinistic 
party  seceded  in  1771;  at  first  they  met  in  a  licensed 
room ;  two  years  afterwards  they  began  to  build  a 
place  of  worship,  which  gradually  acquired,  and  is 
now  known  by^  the  name  of  Independent.  About 
the  same  time,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Great  Marlow. 
became  their  minister.  The  other  uu^mbers  of  the 
original  Presbyterian  congregation  remained  in 

*  fingUab  PlnabyteriaQ. 
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their  nieeting-house,  and  enjoyed  the  services  of  Mr. 
W.  Lamport  till  1788.  The  building  being  old  and 
dilapidated^  was  soon  afterwards  taken  down  hy  the 
consent  of  the  only  suryiving  Trustee^  and  many  of 
the  worahipers  united  themselves  to  the  Baptist 
huciety,  with  whom  tiiey  had  long  agreed  on  the 
highest  points  of  Christian  foith. 

Of  this  society  it  is  my  chief  object  to  give  some 
account.  In  the  year  1715,  Mr.  Jerom  Maynard, 
manufacturer  of  serges,  removed  from  A:xmin8ter 
to  Honiton.  He  was  a  zealous  Baptist,  possessing 
Arian,  if  not  Unitarian,  views  of  the  Gospel,  and 
had  for  several  years  preached  every  Sunday  to  a 
Baptist  society  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Dal- 
wood.  At  the  time  of  his  removal,  the  number  of 
persons  in  lioniton  whose  religious  views  coincided 
vritb  his  own  did  not  exceed  two  or  three,  besides 
the  members  of  his  own  family.  These  he  brought 
together  about  the  year  1721,  when  he  ceased 
preaching  at  Dalwood.  He  invited  the  men  and 
women  employed  in  his  work-shops  to  attend  a  reli- 
gious service  in  his  own  house,  and  employed  other 
means  to  increase  the  number  of  worshipers.  His 
labours,  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual,  were  so  suc- 
cessful, that,  in  the  year  1736,  he  determined  on 
buildinu;  a  place  of  worship.  To  this  object  his 
tiloughts  had  long  been  directed;  and  the  people 
with  whom  he  was  connected,  anxious  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  promote  it,  circulated  the  following 
appeal.  1  shall  copy  it  from  the  original  MS.,  as  a 
specimen  of  the  style  and  spirit  of  the  founders  of 
this  church. 
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To  all  Chrbtiaii  and  well-disposed  persons,  more  especialljr 
to  oor  brethren  of  the  Baptized  Chnichee  to  whom  these  preeenti 
inaj  oome:  Uie  humble  petilioii  and  case  of  the  Baptiaced  Church 
at  HonitODf  in  Devon^  nnder  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Jcrom 

Maj'nard. 

Beloved  in  oar  Iiord, 
After  Christian  salutation,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  yon  that  the 
God  of  all  grace,  the  i'uther  of  mercies,  and  the  giver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift,  was  pleased  to  stir  up  and  exoite  our 
now  worth/  and  beloved  Pastor  or  Elder,  some  Tsais  sinos^ 
(he  bemg  providentially  brought  to  reside  hersi)  to  set  up  his 
worship  (having  no  plaee  where  he  believed  the  Gospel  was 
preiu  hf'cl  ill  ii6  primiuve  purity,  near  enough  fur  himself  and 
hib  lauiily  to  attend)  in  his  own  dwelling  house:  iu  order  to 
promote  the  Divuie  honour,  and  to  instruct  those  of  his  own 
household  and  neighboarhood  into  the  knowledge  of  the  Qospel, 
and  the  IVnth  as  it  is  in  Jesoi^  as  through  graoe  it  appeared  to 
lum,  and  thu  good  and  laudable  undertaking  has  been  constantly 
and  we  hope  faiiUruUy  continued,  and  we  trust  has  met  with 
the  blessing,  countenance,  and  approbation  of  the  Most  High,  to 
the  great  Joy  and  Consolation  of  onr  and  others*  souls,  so  that 
now,  throngh  divine  goodness  and  meroy,  we  have  a  name  and 
a  place  in  the  house  of  God  and  the  Church  of  Jesns  Christ, 
and  as  such  \vc  trust  some  have  been  added  to  us  according  to 
the  order  uf  the  Ctospel,  who  shall  be  saved  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  tho'  we  are  of  opinion  that  onr  spiritoal  increase  has 
greatly  been  retarded  for  want  of  a  convenient  and  sepaiate 
place  to  assemble  together  in,  the  winch  therefine  we  Ibr  some 
time  past  have  been  and  are  now  very  desirous  of  obtaining.  And 
as  it  ha^pi§.ascd  Almighty  God,  under  this  his  pious  undertaking 
to  bless 'our  worthy  Pastor  aforesaid  with  some  considerable 
inorease  in  his  worldly  snbstsnce,  aitho'  he  pleached  constantly 
to  ns  gratis,  he  hia  pcoposed  to  be  very  liberal  in  giving  the 
Church  the  ground  and  a  considerable  sum  towards  erecting  a 
honse  fur  God's  worship  :  and  when  he  dies,  unless  misfortunes 
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a [ tend  him,  lie  proposes  to  leave  sometbiiig  confliderablc  for  the 
support  of  the  cause  of  Christ  «iui  the  Truths  of  the  Gospel 
in,  tfau  place.   Now  vre,  die  mflmbm  of  this  little  Christiaa 
Soeiet/y  end  thoee  that  attend  amongst  na  as  hearers,  are  in  the 
general  but  Low  in  onr  worldly  oxronmatances ;  Imt  we  that  have 
been  buried  with  Christ  in  Baptism  humbly  hope  we  have  t>ome 
blessed  stock  iu  Faith  and  a  treasure  iu  the  Heavens ;  however^ 
oar  present  poverty  renders  ua  entirely  incapable  (contrary  to 
our  slnceie  desire)  of  enablmg  our  Fsslor  to  peribnn  his  piona 
intention  of  bnOding  a  house  ibr  God*s  worship :  bat  we  are  all 
willing  to  do  our  utmost,  yea  rather  beyond  than  under  our 
abilities,  for  the  promoting  so  good,  so  desirable  and  f?o  neces- 
sary a  work,  aud  iur  as  much  as  the  utmost  we  can  do  will  fall 
very  short  of  answering  the  end,  it  being  proposed  to  bnild  the 
hooae  with  brick,  to  cover  it  with  tile,  and  to  eii^nd  about 
£150,  which  som  aa  afbressid  we  are  ntterly  incapable  to  raise, 
and  therefore  we  are  obliged  aud  humbly  make  bold  to  petition 
you,  our  brethren  and  Christian  friends,  that  juu  w*^  ln^lp  and 
assist  us,  as  we  ha\'e  and  shall  always  be  willing  to  do  for  others 
in  the  same  or  like  case ;  by  your  charitable  contributions  ibr 
the  completing  this,  we  hope  commendable  design^  and  whoso- 
ever does  80  lend  to  the  Lord  and  cast  dieir  temporal  bread 
upon  the  waters,  we  tnist  our  God  will  repay  them  a  hundred- 
fold in  this  world,  and  that  in  that  to  come  tliey  may  find  aud 
share  in  eternal  bliss  and  glory.   We  desire  that  what  yon  are 
pleased  to  contribute  to  our  asristance  and  we  hope  to  Qod*s 
Hononr,  you'll  pay  to  our  beloved  brother  Mr.  John  Starch,  or 
to  our  Pastor  aforesaid,  the  which  will  lay  us  under  iasiiiig 
obligations  to  pray  for  your  temporal  and  eternal  feUcity. 

This  document  was  signed  by  six  members  and 
five  hearets.  A  Postseript  was  added,  recording  "the 
baptism  of  two  hopeftil  young  men."  About  ^60. 
was  collected  at  Taunton,  Exeter,  Crediton,  Moreton- 
Hampstead,  and  Honiton.   The  remainder  of  the 
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expense  appears  to  have  been  tklrayed  by  Mr. 
Haynard  himselL  In  1737  the  house  was  opened^ 
having  been  duly  licensed  "  for  the  said  Mr.  May- 
nard  and  others  to  perform  there."  The  interior 
was  fitted  up  to  seat  two  hundred  people.  The 
zealous  founder  officiated  himself  as  often  as  his 
strength  would  permit;  but  being  advanced  in  li& 
when  the  meeting-house  was  €ypened«  he  often  re- 
quired assistance.  At  that  time  the  Presbyterian 
congregation  at  Shaugh  in  I^ipph;  about  three 
miles  from  Honiton,  was  supplied  chiefly  by  students 
from  Mr.  Amory's  Academy,  and  they  frequently 
officiated  for  Mr.  Maynard.*  Be6n*e  his  death, 
the  congregation,  being  able  to  engage  a  settled 
minister*  chose  a  Mr.  Sprague,  who  remained 
till  1758;  the  time  of  his  settlement  is  uncertain. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  left  for 
America  at  the  end  of  four  years.  Mr.  Maynaid 
then  officiated  for  some  time,  though  past  his 
eightieth  year«  to  the  edihcation  of  a  united  and 
respeetable  congregation.  The  next  supplies  wct^ 
Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Francis  Webb,  of  whom  dis- 
tinct accounts  will  be  given.  It  was  during  the 
ministry  of  Mr.  Adams  that  the  Presbyterian  congre- 
gation divided;  afterwards  he  frequently  preached^ 

■ 

*  The  Luppit  congregation  has  been  many  ycara  extinct.   The  foQaw* 

ire:  list  of  Its  n^inisters  appears  in  the  appendix  to  a  Diseoiirw  (jj^lfr* 
M^1>i"fl,  of  Exeter,  delivered  HeliQfC  thfi  Annual  Assembly,  1818. 

Thomas  Collier,  Nicholas  MKtLim, 

Thomas  Holwbll,  J.  Latiivotom, 

RouKaT  Wood,  Nicholas  Makt^» 

William  Wkst,  Dr.  Harris. 

Dr.  Harris  was  the  autiioi  of  the  Uvea  of  the  Stuarts. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HONITON 


in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Lamport,  in  the  old  place 
of  worahip.  Mr.  Webb  s  stay  was  short ;  that  his 
services  were  successful  is  implied  by  the  fact, 
that  one  member  of  his  church  who  was  engaged 
in  a  prosperous  business — the  Homton  Lace  Manii- 
lactory — offered  him  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  if 
he  would  remain  at  Honiton. 

Mr.  Webb  left  about  the  year  1780.    From  that 
time  till  1787  the  meeting*house  was  seldom  opened* 
the  soeietj  being  able  to  worship  with  the  I^by- 
terians.    But  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Lamport  they 
were  desirous  of  having  a  pastor  of  their  own,  and 
accordingly  applied  to  Dr.  Caleb  Evans,  of  the 
Bristol  Academy.    That  gentleman  recommended 
Mr.  Stephen  Freeman^  who  had  nearly  finished  his 
studies,  and  was  immediately  chosen.  Although 
educated  in  a  Calvinistic  acad^y,  Mr.  Freeman 
partook  of  the  spirit  of  inquiry  which  prevailed 
among  the  students^  and,  before  he  left«  became  a 
decided  Unitarian.   This  circumstance  was  satia* 
factory  to  the  church;  they  had  always  confined 
their  worship  to  One  God — the  Father — ^and  were 
ftilly  prepared  to  be  led  into  what  they  now  regard 
as  "all  truth.**  The  services  of  Mr.  Freeman  were  so 
acceptable,  that  the  meeting4iouse  was  soon  fomi^ 
too  small.   This  may  be  partly  attributed  to  the 
dissolution  of  the  old  Presbyterian  society,  many  of 
whom,  having  imbibed  new  opinions  under  Mr. 
Lamport,  bccaiiic  wor.slupers  witii  Ihu  Baptists. 
There*  was,  at  that  time,  a  large  ladies'  school  at 
Honiton,  consisting  of  members  of  the  most  respect- 
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able  Dij»seQtmg  families  in  the  West ;  and  ihsat,  to 
the  number  of  seventy^  Attended  Mr.  Freemaii^B 
services.  The  people,  thus  encouraged,  formed  a 
plan  oi  enlarging  the  building,  which  was  promoted 
by  Mr.  John  Maynard,  who,  inheriting  his  unde's 
spirit  as  well  as  property,  conveyed  to  the  Trustees 
a  piece  of  ground  for  the  erection  of  an  additinud 
aisle  and  row  of  pews.  They  then  made  an  applt 
cation  for  the  requisite  funds^  which  proved  ])artly 
^ccessfid;  but  owing  to  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Freeman,  when  he  had  been  settled  at  Honitou 
three  years,*  and  other  unayoidable  circumstance^, 
the  plan  was  not  carried  into  execution  till  1794 
It  was  then  deemed  advisable  to  take  down  the 
whole  of  the  house,  bat  to  leave  the  greater  part  of 
the  foiiiulations  and  to  erect  a  new  one,  with  a  ci- 
lery, on  the  same  spot  The  expense  amounted  to 
<£33L  Of  this  sum  ^1  was  subscribed  by  the 
congregation  and  their  friends  at  a  distance.  The 
committee  waited  twelre  months,  and,  seeing  no 
prospect  of  additional  assistance,  paid  the  debt  and 
the  interest  in  equal  shares. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Freeman,  the  congre* 
gation  were  supplied  by  ministers  from  a  tiibtunce. 
In  1793  Mr.  John  Hughes  became  the  pastor.  In 
September  1794,  he  opened  tiie  present  building. 
This  gentleman  was  a  P©do-baptist — a  circumstance 
regarded,  when  he  was  chosen,  as  comparatively 
unimpoiidut.    Two  persons,  who  still  survive,  were 

*  Soon  after  Mr.  Freemaa'n  removal  he  opeued  a  sichool  at  Eufield, 
where  he  itin  ratidflt. 
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baptized  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Freeman.  The 
congregation  has  been  in  much  the  same  state,  with 
regard  to  numbtrs,  for  many  years.  It  has  not 
flourished,  but  it  has  been  united,  and  neither  defi- 
cient in  S5eal  nor  unadorned  by  examples  of  moral 
and  religious  worth.  Several  young  persons-de- 
scendants of  those  who  founded  and  others  who 
well  supported  the  society — are  growing  up,  it  is 
hoped,  to  imbibe  the  spirit  and  tread  in  the  steps  of 
their  fathers. 

The  meeting-house  is  situated  near  the  bridge,  at 
the  entrance  to  the  town  from  Exeter.  It  stands  aft 
some  distance  from  the  street,  and  the  approach  to 
it  is  imder  a  large  gateway.  There  is  nothing  at- 
tracliTe  in  its  appearance ;  over  the  door  is  the  date 
1737 ;  within  the  walls  are  a  vestry,  with  a  library, 
mad  a  baptistery,  supplied  from  the  neighbouring 
river.  Among  the  books  are  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs 
and  Crosbys  History  of  the  Baptists,  bequeathed 
by  Mr.  Maynard;  and  several  valuable  historical 
works  of  a  more  moderu  date,  by  Mr.  Coruish,  of 
Cdyton.* 

•  The  materials  for  this  aoooiuit  wwe  dtMf  fmUtted  one  to  wboie 
effnti  on  bebalf  of  fheoougregatioii  I  ^ranld  fiUn  pay  »  more  then  common 
tribute  of  gretitodo— I  ellude  to  my  letlier,  Mr,  WSUem  March,  who,  with 
my  gceadfrther,  Mr.  Jerom  March,  wee  e  member  of  the  oommittce  lior 
icAmSding  the  howe. 
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Jbrom  Matnard  • 

  Spraous  

^»  Whbblsr 

Francis  Wkbb  . . . 

Philip  Adams  

Stephen  Freeman. 


1721^1762. 
—1758. 


John  Huohbs 
Jambs  Taplin 


1753— ni57. 

J7:)7— 1758. 
1758—1780. 
1787—1790. 
1793—1831. 
1831. 


Mr.  Jkrom  Maynard  was  bom  at  Corfe  Castle,  Dorset- 
ihirei  in  ld77.  His  &ther  served  in  the  smij  of  OUver 
Cromwell  during  the  civfl  wsr,  and  was  taken  ynmrnet  hj  Uie 
Rojalists.   Tins  cuentiistanee  b  notieed  m  ihe  pulpit  BSMe  in 

the  iiiidgc  Meeting,  which  ori^null)  beluiiged  to  the  brave 
rejmblican.  The  subject  ot  thia  memoir  was  apprenticed,  while 
bis  father  was  in  prison,  to  a  serge-maker,  at  Moreton-Hamp- 
itead.  During  bis  apprentioeship  be  beeame  a  meniber  of  a 
General  Baptist  oongregatknit  and  ooeaaumalljir  engaged  in  a 
religious  eouferenee.  His  first  settlement  was  at  Axminster, 
where  he  carried  on  his  busincsfs,  and  whence  he  went  every 
Sunda/  to  preucli  to  a  small  cougregutioa  at  Dalwood,  a  village 
a  Ibw  rnUee  distant.  It  is  inpoesible  to  avoid  admiriqg  the 
pietjy  benevolenoe,  and  penevennoe,  wbieb  be  manireeted  after 
bis  removal  to  Hoiuton>  in  eoUeoting  a  people  witb  wbom  be 
could  worship  "  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  '  He  continued  to  preach 
occasionally  until  within  a  short  time  of  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  1762^  in  the  eigbty-fiftb  jear  of  Ids  age. 

Mr.  Philip  Adams  was  also  wbat  is  commoul/  termed  a 
laj  preacber.  He  bad  a  fiurm  in  tbe  neigbboorbood  of  Tannton, 

on  which  he  resided.    But  liib  miud,  iur  iiuui  being  wholly 
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devoted  to  the  wdi,  wm  well  stored  with  knowledge,  and  his 

chief  desire  was  to  do  good.  He  is  said  to  have  been  remark- 
able for  a  pluiii,  apostolic  ii.j)j)oiiriinc(»,  and  a  refined,  impressive 
st)']e  of  preeohiug.  Tlie  greater  part  of  hta  time  and  attentioOy 
M  a  nunuter,  was  devoted  to  a  sooie^  of  fiapdsto  at  Wedmmy 
in  Somsrsetdiiiey  with  whioh  he  was  oonnectod  some  yBtn. 
Wb  Tiflils  to  Hoaiton  were  monthly  ;  he  preached  to  Mr.  May* 
lord's  peiiple  one  part  of  the  day,  aud  to  the  old  Preab^  terian 
cougregation  the  other.  It  is  not  kuowo.  how  long  these  engage- 
ments lasted,  or  what  was  the  cause  of  their  being  diifwwitinnfld. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Toulminy  of  Tannton^  who  took  a  warm  interest 
in  the  weUars  of  the  Honiton  congregation,  was  for  seven! 
years  one  of  Mr.  Adams's  most  intimate  friends.  Their  minds 
were  formed  in  the  same  mould ;  their  hearts  were  fixed  on  the 
same  objects.  Mr.  Adams  was  interred  in  the  burial-gronnd 
belonging  to  the  Baptist  ohapeU  Mary  Stzeet,  TMmton.  Dd 
Tonlnun  coBdnoted  the  fimend  service,  and  several  meoibors  of 
Ae  Honiton  congregation  attended  to  testify  their  gratitude  Ibr 
the  piou^i  labourb  aud  amiable  example  of  their  minister. 


The  Rev.  KraxciS  Webb. — The  Huce8tur8  itnd  immediate 
connexions  of  this  gentleman  were  highly  respectuijle.  Ilia 
fiither  lived  at  Tanntony  where  he  himself  was  bom  in  17d5« 
Two  of  hb  conainSy  Robert  and  Nathamel  Webb^  were  succes- 
sively Members  of  Parliament  for  that  borough.  One  of  his 
paternal  uncles  was  collector  of  the  customs  at  Montserrat,  and 
the  other,  Attorney-General  of  Antig^ia.  His  eldest  brother 
lived  at  the  Island  of  St.  Christopher,  was  one  of  the  assistant 
Judges^  and  a  member  of  the  Assembly  at  Montaerrat. 

Francis  Webb  received  his  chisdcal  education  at  Abingdon 
and  Bristol.  He  afterwards  became  a  pupil,  first  of  Dr.  Dod- 
dridge, then  of  Dr.  Ashwurth,  at  l  \  omrj,  aud  lastly  of  Dr. 
Amory,  at  Taunton.  His  first  settlement  as  a  Dissenting  mi- 
nister was  at  Honiton,  where  he  was  highly  esteemed.  After  a 
short  time  he  was  induced  to  become  the  psstor  of  the  Qeneral 
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Baptist  chmh  meeting  in  Flml's  AlU/,  hooAoa,  wlim  he  mm 
ocdiiiied  in  1758.*   In  tlieie  dtnftlione  he  rnmained  ahont  ten 

ywnrs.  He  thou  n  linquished  (he  ministerial  office,  and  nnder- 
took  a  civil  empio^'ineut  at  Gmveseud.  The  reasons  whicii  led 
him  to  take  thsu  etep  are  not  fhllj  known,  bat  tbejr  did  not 
eomoBt  in  dislilK  to  ib»  dmtiee  of  the  ministijr^  or  ift  aoj  iao^ 
pwsitj  far  k,  IBs  pohHehed  eomoiHi  eAwd  ample  proof  that 
his  preaching  was  eminently  sound,  policed,  impressive,  and 
amuiatiiig ;  they  testiiy  that  he  h;i(l  superior  iateUeotuai  powent| 
and  a  deep  sense  of  the  vmlae  of  religion. 

In  1777  Mr.  Webb  Temi^red  from  Qtaveeeod  into  Donet- 
lUre.  Her^  at  the  hooee  of  a  IHendy  he  met  the  Dnhe  of 
lieediy  tiien  Seoietaty  of  Slatey  who  fmnNdiatelj^  etmght  his 
society.  This  amiabln  noWeraan  frequently  nvnilrd  himself  of 
Mr.  \\  ebb  asdstafice,  and  their  intimacy  continued  until  the 
death  of  his  Gxaee.  In  1786  he  went  to  Ueam  Camel,  with 
Sir  leaae  Heard,  who  was  deputed  la  eottvej  the  enrfgn  of  the 
Order  of  the  Garter  to  the  Landgrave  of  Heme.  The  Latfai 
oration  delivered  at  the  in\  estiture  was  the  production  of  Mr. 
\\  tbb's  pen.  Filteen  years  alterwards  we  find  him  going  to 
Pariti,  in  the  office  of  secretary  to  Mr.  Jackson,  who  had  been 
appointed  the  readent  minister  at  that  eapital,  daring  the  nego- 
ciation  of  the  treatj  of  peaee  at  Amiens.  In  eonseqnence  of 
bad  health,  Mr.  Webb's  stay  did  not  exceed  two  months ;  bet 
he  remained  long  enough  to  have  frequent  intercuur&ti  with  many 
persons  comiccted  with  the  I  rench  government,  and  to  be 
highly  regarded  for  his  £nank  dispositicm  and  great  abilitiee. 

During  the  last  thirty  jearn  of  his  life  he  lived  in  various 
places.  His  abode  was,  successively,  in  tiie  neighbocuhood  of 
Crewkeme;  at  Brasted,  in  Kent  ;  Lower  Lytchett,  near  Poole; 
Norton -sub- Hampden,  near  .South  Petherton;  Lnf^ou,  near 
Yeovil;  and  Barringtou,  near  Uminster.  Amidst  all  these 
changes,  some  of  which  arose  from  neceanty  nlher  than  didee, 
Mr.  Webb  devoted  much  of  Us  attention  to  elegant  and  im* 

*  WOsoal  History,  iii,  259. 
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pioviag  Kterarj  pnmiiB.*  **ln  polidos  he  was  »  decided 
Whig;  in  religion  au  Unitarian  thasenter.  On  all  subjects  of 
buauui  iuquiry,  but  particiilturlj  on  the  most  iiiipurtunt,  lie  was 
aoaneloflMd  to  tUzik  freely.  He  was  a  masL  of  deticftte  moral 
leete  tnd  strong  Mnig%  wluob  M  bin  to  pmdve  oieadj  und 
t»  «qMMft  IMUj  tktt  defcnidty  and  tMButw  of  vioi^  in  whonr 
•oerer  lb«iid.  A  »e«i,  oringing,  tine-eerving  dispoiilioD  liis 
soul  utterly  abhorred ;  while  he  could  not  refrain  IVom  expressing 
ia  terms  of  rapture  his  approbatioa  of  noble^  geBieroaSy  asd  dis- 
intarealed  aotioiuk" 

Mr.  Webb  was  stroDC^j  attashsd  to  Ijahouy^  deUgbtfid 
Mtreat  in  imison  mAt  his  leAned  tatts  aod  aident  lore  of  natare. 
But  Lis  dwelling  was  the  puryoiiHsie-hoTise ;  and  on  being  obliged 
to  quit  it,  he  removed  to  Barriiigton,  which  proved  the  last  atage 
in  his  mortal  journey.  He  died  August  2ad,  1815,  in  the 
ii^itisth  jrear  of  his  agib  Iflstving  ft  iridov»  the  dan^jbter  of 
Willim  IfibflTt  of  Poote,  Bi[|.i  who  loblUbsd  dis  last  adUum 
of  his  semions.  He  was  i&lemd  in  the  parish  ahniah  of  Bar- 
rfngtou,  near  a  plain^  marble  tablet,  thus  iutimbed  by  his  own 
deaire; 

THE  FIMEND  OF  MANKIND, 
AND  A  FMBNU  to  tfieir  sacked  rights  and  I4BSRTISS, 
BOTH  CmL  AND  RELiaiOUS: 
BoaW  AT  TAOMTOIf,  ISth  SaPTSMBBR,  1735; 

INao  AT  BABaafOTOit,  Snd  August,  1815. 

•  SesflMMoir  foretod  to  the  Isit  edition  of  lir.WibViiengBflBii  The 

Ibllowiiig  list  of  his  works  !s  there  given.  I.  "  Sermons^— 4  vols.  12mo*, 
(now  republished  in  1  vol.  8vo.)  1766.  2.  **Mannor  Norfoldenie:'*  aSatirey 
written  when  Dr.  Johnson  accepted  a  pension  and  hccnTne  a  govom- 
tncnt  writer.  3.  "Letter  to  John  Sawbridge,  Es(|.,on  Popular  Oi>position 
to  Government."  4.  "Thoughts  on  the  C oixatitutional  Right  and  Power 
of  the  Crown  iii  tlic  iHibtowul  of  I'lacea  and  Peosionfl}"  8vo.  1772.  5. 
^'An  £piitle  to  Lord  George  Gcrmaine.**  6.  "  Friendship,"  a  Poem: 
■^^sste^^aBMBk  r.  «iA£pi8t]« to UMBnr.Hr.M^" 04e 
to  loftitade.'*  8.  **Foenit  on  Wisdom,  on  the  Deity,  and  on  GsoiiiB.'' 
9.  *<TheI>iar/'«~<*A8edeiof  Lettenontiiedispntewith8]Mini«^ 
ing  Noofka  Soond."  10.  A  **  Hymn  to  the  Diyadi."  11.  An  "Ode  to 
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The  Re^.  JoflN  HuGitn  wm  dMeauM  tnm  one  of  liie 

oldest  fkmilie8  in  the  Priucijmlit^)*.  He  was  tlio  eldest  fou  of 
the  venenible  David  Hughes,  of  Wincauton,  who,  at  his  ordina- 
tkm,  in  1700,  steadily  refoaed  to  mAmeinbe  which  he 

coold  not  imdonitaDd*  Uii  fomoto  mwatois  woreidflo  notcd^ftr 
their  willtmihiny  »dhemce  to  the  piitteiplee  of  eivll  and  mK- 
gious  liberty,  few  their  severe  sufferings  and  noble  sacrifices.* 
Nor  was  he  uiiwurtli^  his  dcbcent.  Althoagh  anxious  to  live 
"p^Mseabljr  with  all  men,"  he  never  sacriticed  his  mexUal  inde- 
pendeaee;  end  through  the  whole  oC  his  life  be  enoounged 

othen  toexevciM  the  ^fibert/  wherewiHi  CMst  hftd  made  them 

^ —  >' 
free* 

At  the  proper  n^e  he  became  a  student  at  the  Hoxton  Aen- 
demy.  His  first  t^ettlemeut  was  at  Tewkesbury,  where  he 
enjoyed  the  society  and  IHeDdahip  of  the  widow  and  fiunily  of 
Dr.  Doddndge.  Widimg  to  be  near  Us  hrother,  the  Rev,  W. 
Heghes,  dien  of  SidmoaUiy  now  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  he  ae* 
eeptcd  an  invitation  from  Houitou.  Here  he  spent  thirty-eight 
years,  "happy  in  ins  connexion  with  a  people  after  his  uwu 
hearty  of  inquiring  minds  and  catholic  spirit."  And  yet  be 
was  by  no  meana  n  atrai^;er  to  giief.  He  witneaaed  many  mis* 
fortonesy  whieh  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  allevinte.  About 
fourteen  years  before  his  death  he  lost  hb  ezeellent  wife, »  nieoe 
of  Dr.  Harris,  the  minister  at  Luppit.  And  at  a  much  more 
recent  period,  when  his  irume  had  been  weakened  by  disease, 
he  received  a  severe  shook  in  the  death  of  his  most  valued  firiend 
and  hearer  Mr.  Isaac  Coz, — a  man  whoae  memory  is  venermted 
as  that  of  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  human  natvire.  Bat 
in  reference  to  both  tvent:>  he  could  say,  what  he  did  in 
reference  to  the  first,  "  Many  a  time  has  it  been  mine  to  exliort 

the  Rural  Nymphs 4to.  12.  "Somerset,  a  Potm;"  4tO.  1811.  13.  "A 
Memoir  of  Giles  Hussey,  the  Artist,  conunuuicated  to  the  editor  of  the 
History  of  Dorwishire."  14.  *'nHibanaooioim;"  an  attempt  lo  ptw 
that  the  iniodples  of  Harmony  more  or  lets  prevail  throughout  Nattue. 
4to.  1814. 

•  Hon.  RcpoB.,  N.S.,  ToL  v.  p.  718 ;  Obituary  of  Mr.  Hughes. 
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othen  to  bow  to  their  heavenly  Father's  behests ;  shall  /  not  also 
bow  and  evmee  that  I  believe  what  I  teach?  Tlie  Lord  hath 

giveii,  tlie  Lord  hatU  tukeu  awn;',  blessed  be  the  Dame  of  the 
Lord"! 

Mr.  Uaghes,  as  a  proachw,  was  not  popular;  yet  those  iriio 
kiBW  and  valued  him  oonld  profit  hy  his  services*  It  was  1^ 
his  enmi^  diat  he  taught  most  effiBctoallj;  his  patienee  midw 

severe  suffering',  his  ready,  unostentatious  chant}-,  and  his 
truly  devotiuuul  apiiit,  made  a  deep  impression.  He  died  July 
IDth,  IS^ii.  His  Utile  flock  followed  Mm  to  tiic  grave,  thankful 
for  the  light  he  had  been  permitted  to  ehed  on  their  path,  and 
hoping  to  meet  him  when  this  oomiptible  shall  have  put  on 
Incorraptiony  and  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality  I 


.•*   ■'■  '  • 
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"  Turn  town  Itidf  of  GoUington  is  no  vtry  notable  thini;.*'— Lbland. 

"A  nufkel  town  of  the  hnndred  of  di«t  name  in  Devondure^  one 
hvndred  end  fifty-one  nflee  from  London*  and  situated  on  the  river 
CoO,  at  its  Jnnctbn  with  tbe  Axe.  Hie  trade  fbrmeriy  carried  on  in 
serges  is  nearly  lost.*— Bkcyclopjbdia  BniTANyiCA. 

Though  a  small  town,  H  is  most  delightfully  sitmited  witMn  three 
miles  of  the  BritiBh  Channel,  fine  views  of  which  present  themselves 
at  very  short  distances,  as  also  llm  devious  courses  of  two  beautiful 
river??,  the  little  (  oly  and  the  larger  Ax,  through  rich  mttulovvs  and 
between  ri&ing  hilis,  shaded  with  trees  which  present  innumerable 
objects  to  rlmmi  tlie  eye  and  elevate  the  heart.*' — Cornish. 
Population  in  1811,— 1774}  in  ld21«— » in  1831,-2182. 
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The  town  of  Colyton  was  favoured  with  pastors, 
who  were  fnencUy  to  religious  freedom,  many  years 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity.  About 
the  year  1640  the  celebrated  Dr.  Manton,  after- 
wards one  of  the  chaplains  to  Oliver  Cromwell, 
entered  upon  his  ministerial  labours  in  this  parish.* 
In  1654,  Mr.  John  Wilkins  was  presented  to  the 
living ;  he  continued  to  be  the  incumbent  till  Bar* 
thulomew  Day,  1662.  For  some  time  after  his  eject- 
ment, he  preached  in  his  own  house;  but  subse* 
quently  died  of  a  consumption,  leaving  his  flock  to 
be  served  by  his  fellow-sufferers  in  the  district. -I* 
Of  these,  the  nearest  to  Colyton,  were  Mr.  Gill, 
of  Shute ;  Mr.  Ashwood,  of  Axminster ;  Mr.  Tarrant, 

•  I4feorilaDlMi,F.n.ll.YoLiiLp.t41. 

t  Mr.  wnUiit  died  in         He  mi  •  mia  of  wfaMBft  pi8^»  ramrii- 

ably  aflToctionatc,  and  an  excellent  pmcher.  He  was  interred  in  the 
Vicar's  vestry,  in  the  large  and  handsome  pariah  church  at  Colyton.  Plurt 
of  the  inscription  cannot  be  deciphered,  but  the  dMe  if  viiibll^  M  ve  • 
lew  other  particulars,  and  the  folloiiving  lines : — 

"  Such  Pillars  layed  aside. 

How  can  the  Church  ahlde  ? 

Ho  left  hi?  Pulpit-hee 
In  Fatmos  God  to  sec. 
This  shining  ligbt  can  have 
No  place  to  preach  but'a  grave." 
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of  Musbury;  Mr.  bhort  and  Mr.  Kerridge^  of 
Lyme ;  Mr.  Godwine,  of  Uplyme ;  and  Mr.  Soreton, 

of  Honiton. 

The  first  NonconformiBts  at  Colyton  met  with 
great  hardships.    They  commenced  by  assembling 

in  each  others  houses,  but  were  at  length  obliged 
to  conduct  their  devotions  in  an  adjoining  wood. 
Their  first  place  of  public  worship  in  the  town  was 
opened  soon  after  the  Revolution ;  it  was  a  dwelling* 
house,  and  though  mean  and  inconvenient  was  well 
attended.  There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  Mr. 
Qm,  the  ejected  minister  at  Shute,— «  parish  caor 
nected  with  Colyton,  privately  served  the  congrega^ 
tion  from  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  in  1667,  tiU 
his  own,  in  1688.  About  the  latter  period,  they 
engaged  Mr.  KerriJge,  who  had  been  a  schoolmaster 
at  Lyme,  and  was  ejected  from  that  oflice  for  his 
Nonconformity ;  he  was  a  sufferer  in  varicms  ways ; 
at  the  time  of  the  Rye-House  Plot  the  county  troop, 
in  consequence  of  some  groundless  suspicions,  weve 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Lyme  and  seize  both  himself 
and  Ids  excellent  colleague, — Mr.  Short. 
Between  the  Dissenters  of  Lyme  and  CMyton 

there  was  frequent  communication.  One  of  Mr. 
Short  s  sons  assisted  Mr.  Kerridge  in  his  ministerial 
duties  at  Colyton,  and  educated  young  men  for  the 
ministry.  There  was  also  an  interchange  of  politi- 
cal feeling  among  the  inhabitaats  of  these  neigh- 
bouring  towns,  which  brought  them  into  still 
greater  trouhle.  Mr.  Short,  Sen.,  was  so  deeply 
implicated  in  Monmouth's  rebellion,  that  he  was 
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sent  from  Lyme  to  be  cast  into  a  dangeuu  at  Poitty- 
mouth.  And  sereral  of  the  pe<^e  at  Coljtoii,  am- 
mated  by  the  general  desire  to  free  themselves  from 
the  tyranny  of  a  popish  king,  no  sooner  heard  that 
ilie  duke  waa  landed  than  they  flocked  to  his 
standard.  For  this  offence  four  of  them  suffered 
death ;  they  were  executed  aa  traitors  near  the  market 
plaee,  and  died  with  great  piety,  resolution,  and 
constancy.  One  of  them  being  a^kt-d  if  it  did  not 
grieve  him  to  think  how  hia  body  would  be  mangled 
and  his  quarters  exposed  in  the  highways,  answered 
with  the  calm  consciousness  that  he  had  done  his 
duty, — ^^It  matters  Utfi^  the  resurrecticKi  will  re^ 
tore  all  with  advantage,"* 

.  Mr.  Kerridge  died  in  1705^  and  was  suceeeded 
by  Hr.  Bosewell.   This  minister  was  ordained  in 

1690,  and  was  probably  connected  with  some  con- 
gregstion  before  he  came  to  Colyton.  At  the  time 
of  his  election  the  society  was  numerous,  and  for 
many  years  there  was  an  additional  minister  at 
Colyton,  wlio  occasionally  visited  the  inftnt  ehuicfaes 
in  the  neighbouihood.  But  soon  after  Mr.  Bose- 
well commenced  his  ministry  here«  he  had  no  regu- 
lar assistani ;  the  congregation  urged  him  to  have 
one ;  he  refused^  and  there  was  a  division ;  to  those 
members  of  the  congregation  who  adhered  to  him 
he  preached  in  auotiior  house.  On  Mr.  Rosewell's 
death  some  of  his  hearexs  became  Baptists,  but  this 
society  was  soon  dissolved.  Meanwhile  the  original 
congregation  had  the  services  of  Mr.  Samuel  Short, 

*  EnglMi  Prenbyterian. 
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as  pastor,  and  Mr.  Matthew  Towgood,  as  assistant. 
Mr,  Short  probably  came  to  Colyton  in  1707»  aad 
removed  in  1714 ;  Mr.  Towgood  kept  an  academy 
here,  and  Icit  ior  Shepton  Mallet,  in  1716. 

The  minuter  who  siteceedad  Mr.  Shoart  in  the 
pastoral  office  was  Mi.  William  Youatt.  He  was 
ordained  in  1715^  and  waa  then  at  Colyton  with 
two  hundred  hearers.  For  many  years,  he  had  as 
his  colleague  Mr.  Robert  Batten,  who,  in  conj unc- 
tion with  Mr.  Youatt^  often  preached  at  Sidmouth. 
In  1737,  Mr.  Batten  left  for  Ottery  St.  Mary;  and 
the  senior  minister  took  the  whole  charge  of  the 
society*  whieh  he  retained  till  he  was  disabled  by 
the  palsy.  Then  came  Mr.  Samuel  Slater.  He 
was  an  Arian,  if  not  an  Unitarian:  <rf  the  opinions 
of  his  predecessors,  we  have  no  information.  The 
congregation  included  a  few  opulent  persons,  but 
consisted  chiefly  of  tradesmen  and  fimners.  During 

the  first  lialf  of  tlic  last  ccutun ,  the  salary  of  the 
pastor  did  not  exceed  £30,  per  annum ;  this»  how* 
«?er,  was  then  deemed  a  good  sum  eren  for  the 
support  of  a  family. 

It  was  soon  after  Mr.  Skiter  was  chosen  that 
Ae  present  meeting-house  was  built.  The  expense 
of  the  erection  was  defrayed  almost  entirely  by  the 
society.  Dr.  Toulmin  succeeded  Mr.  Slater,  like 
whom,  he  was  much  beloved  ;  his  preacliiiig  was 
plain,  yet  striking,  and  the  cougregation  increased. 
When  he  had  been  at  Colyton  four  years,  he  saw 
reason  to  change  his  sentiments  respecting  Baptism, 
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which  occasioned  his  remuval  lo  Taunton.  The 
society  then  chose  Mr.  Anstis  who,  howeverj  soon 
removed  to  Bridport,  being  desired  by  the  corpora^ 
tion  of  that  town  to  imdertake  a  school  there.  In 
1772,  the  congregation  having  been  destitute  four 
years,  Mr.  Cornish  accepted  their  invitation,  and 
continued  here  My  years.  His  sermons  were 
sound,  he  was  beloved  by  his  friends  and  highly 
respected  as  a  writer,  a  claj:>6ical  scholar  and  an 
instructor  of  youth.  living  in  a  bouse  adjoining 
the  cbapeL  he  used  the  gallery  as  a  scbool-roon, 
and  there  educated  many  members  of  iniiueutial 
fomiiies  both  in  the  Church  of  England  and  among 

Dissenters.  Yet  his  ministry  was  not  popular;  so 
great  had  heen  the  diminution  oi  his  flock,  in  1814^ 
that  a  proposal  was  made  to  him  by  four  ''orthodox,** 
ministers  in  the  district,  to  give  up  his  chapel  to  a 
Calvinistic  minister*  To  this  proposal  Mr.  Cornish 
gave  a  decided  negative,  adding  that  "in  early  life 
he  was  impressed  with  a  remark  in  a  charge  of 
good  Mr.  LavingtonV — 'Should  the  number  of 

your  li  care  IS  lessen,  do  not  be  discouiaged  so  as  to 
grow  remiss  in  your  endeavours ;  remember,  Jesus 
Christ  preached  an  excellent  sermon  to  one  vro> 
man.'" 

The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Cornish's  sketch 
of  his  own  life*  illustrates  the  customs  and  re- 
sources of  country  congregations  at  the  close  of  the 
last  century. 

*  Hon.  Rap.,  VoL  zviiL  p.  619. 
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J.  C^muaklMMnlcd  eleven  ywn  u  the  fiunilj  of  Mr.  Sltde^ 
A  stead/  fiiend  to  the  Diaeenting  csvee^  whose  house  was  for 
yem  the  chief  resort  of  various  ministers  visiting  the  town.  J. 

Curnij-h's  income  fell  rather  short  of  £40.  per  anuuin,  tlioiigli 
brides  eome  cudowmeuts,  his  bearers  subscribed  an  much  m  he 
desired.  For  a  few  yeAn  it  somewhat  ezeeedsd  HQlO^  hot  iell 
baffk  10  £40.  agaiA.  No  smuuiter,  unless  poaseariiig  other 
aieans  of  sapport,  ooidd  now  sahsist  on  such  a  salar  j  with  tole- 
rable deoency :  hut  before  the  American  and  other  expensive 
v*ar>,  Ijiitaiu  has  since  engaged  in,  a  troml  managor  wonld  make 
it  snffice.  Goldsmith  dses  a  poetical  license  when  he  describes 
a  pastor  as  *  paMing  ridi  with  forty  pounds  a  year/  and  oon- 
tiiving  to  displa/  ganerooa  hoapitali^.  A  suigLe  nan^  however^ 
with  that  ineome  cooldy  even  so  hU\y  as  1772^  make  a  decent 
appearance  and  be  able  to  spare  something  for  charitable  pur- 
poeea.  Theri  \v;is  Lardly  any  L)i!^scuting  cougregatinn  without 
some  one  or  more  families  ready  to  board  a  minister,  not  desir- 
ing to  gain,  wining  only  at  a  fiiir  recompeaee.  Many  ministan^ 
altbat  time^  in  the  West  of  Eoglattd»  wore  boaided  by  veapeet- 
aUe  penooe  for  less  than  £20*  per  annnm ;  and  in  good  ftim 
houses,  a  much  smaller  sum  was  accepted  for  being  found  every 
thing  like  other  members  of  the  family.  A  gratis  hurwe  was 
frequently  at  the  eervice  of  miuititerd,  and  both  horse  and  rider 
Idndly  received,  on  malnng  exchanges  and  visitai  by  some  hoe- 
f&talila  hearara/' 

Since  tlic  deatli  of  Mr.  Cornish,  the  congregation 
have  Q&m  been  without  a  pastor.  During  such 
intervals,  the  services  were  frequently  conducted 
by  serious  and  intelligent  members  of  the  Hock. 
They  are  at  present  supplied  by  Mr.  Taplin,  of 
Honiton^  who  preaches  in  that  town  every  Lord's 
Day  morning  and  evening,  and  regularly  visits 
Colyton  in  the  afternoon.  His  hearers  are  not  nu- 
mciuub,  but  there  is  rcu.^oii  to  believe  that  his 
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labotus  to  keep  alive  that  loye  of  religious  ^th  and 

that  desire  for  Christian  excellence  for  which  this 
ancieut  church  has  been  so  long  noted— will  not  be 
in  vain. 

The  following  inscription  has  been  copied  from  a 
neat  marble  tablet  in  the  meeluig4ioiise; — 

M.  S. 

OF  THE 

Rev.  Joseph  Cornish^ 
BORN  AT  Taunton, 
Die.  16th«  1/50; 

FIUD  IN  m  MINISTRY  AT  COLTTON, 

July,  1772; 
DiBo  October  Otk,  1823; 

"  HmiBLT  LOOKING  FOR  THB  SALTATION  Of  GoD  • 
THROUGH  TBI  LORD  JstVB  ChRIBT.'* 


John  Wilkins    1662— 1667. 

John  Gill   1667—1688. 

John  Ksrridox,  M.A.*    1680— 170S. 

John  Rosbwbll.....   1706^1707. 

Samubl  Short   1707 — ^1714. 

William  Vouatt   1715 — 17-io. 

Samuel  Slater    1745 — 1761. 

Joshua  Toulmin^  LL.  D.  •  •  •  •   1 761— 1 765. 

Mattbxw  Anbtib   17e6-'17«a 

Josxra  €k>BNna   1772-^1823. 

George  Skey    1824—1826. 

G.  F.  Matthew   1826— 1H29. 

John  Smith  1830— Jt^. 

Jambs  Taplin  1834. 


*  T  omit  the  nam<<<t  of  the  Assistants  in  oOBMqMnoB  ol  the  GBCtctainQr 
cooQocted  wiUi  the  requisite  particuUn. 
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MaTTOSW  AliSTis  was  bora  at  St.  €Umuim,  in  the  yetar 

J740.    His  nituation  prevented  him  from  hnvlTig  the  l^eneiit  of  a 
ciaHsical  cducaliou  at  the  luual  earlj'  period.  \V  hen  he  was  about 
sevanteen,  he  entered  upon  a  ooaree  of  study  with  the  Rev.  T. 
MofgaDy  of  liAeudf  pnepawtorj  U>  hw  going  to  Cftraiardien» 
aboat  the  jear  1761.  Bate  he  vent  to  CcHyttm,  he  prraelwd 
a  Aort  time  fai  the  meetiiig-hoaae  at  Flahnouth ;  bat  as  his  re> 
Hgious  eentiments,  which  he  took  uo  pains  to  couci  eiI,  differed 
from  those  of  the  majoritj  of  the  congregation,  he  aoon  removed. 
Neither  did  he  lemaaii  long  at  Col/ton ;  in  addition  to  hie  lavi* 
lalloii  to  become  the  maaler  of  a  adiool  at  Bridport^  he  reodved 
and  ac<^ted  another  from  a  amaU  oongregatioii  in  the  neigiiboar- 
hood.    The  latter  office  he  relinquished  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  and  devoted  hin  attention  entirely  to  the  education  of 
joqUl    la  this  capacity  he  gained  the  gratitude  of  many  who 
were  alwaja  ready  to  bear  wilneaa  to  hia  alnlitjr  and  fiuthfidneaa. 
He  officiated  oecaaionally  as  a  miiuBter  after  he  gave  np  lha 
mated  charge  of  a  flodr ;  aad  we  find  him  anpplying  at  Colyton 
for  three  months,  in  1781,  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cornish. 
The  interest  he  continued  to  cherish  in  theological  quebtions, 
and  in  the  progreaa  of  Christian  tmth  and  righteouBness,  is  well 
known  to  tiie  leaden  of  die  Old  Seriea  of  the  Moiitfaly  iUpofli^ 
to  whieh  he  eontfibnted  nnmeiona  papera.*  In  eady  Ufi^  Mr. 
Anatii  adopted  the  Hmnanitarian  syatem ;  and  he  mewed  iiia 
adoption  of  it  at  a  time  wbcu  the  great  majority  ut  tkc  wuraliip- 
era  of  one  God  in  one  Person,  in  the  \V(?st  of  England,  still  held 
Arian  opiaiona  concerning  the  person  of  Christ.    The  fruits  of 
hia  fidth  were  viaible>more  partienlarlyyin  hia  Evel/  anxielf  for 
the  walfcra  of  the  human  race,  in  Ida  liberal*  and  aomedmea 
pvofbie,  pecuniary  contributions  to  works  of  charity,  and  in  tlw 
earnestness  with  which  he  cnlHvated  the  conHction,  amidst 
mental  iniinnities,  bodily  sufferings,  and  the  prospeot  of  death, 

*  For  rcfrrenrcs  to  these  aad  a aketdiof  the  life  of  Mr.  AniCi%  tee  Hon. 
Repoe.,  YoL  xviii.  p.  731. 
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Mr.  CoRNi8B.-^Few  DuBenHcg  nnidileri  who  have  fived 

m  retired  situations  are  had  in  more  rcspectfnl  remembrance 
than  Mr.  Coruii>L.  'i  he  uuiuher  of  years  lie  remained  wifli  bis 
flocky  the  Utexvjr  efforts  be  made  on  behalf  of  religious  iibert/, 
•nd  hiB  iBttmiiig',  benevolence^  and  pletjry  gained  him  genenl 

He  wee  born  at  Taimton  in  1750.  la  yery  eeriy  life  be  die- 
covered  :ui  mcliiiatiou  to  the  ministry.  'Ilie  former  part  of  his 
education  was  coudnctcd  sucre^ively  by  Mr.  Piilch,  a  clergy- 
man,  Mr.  Glass,  from  VVeetmioster  school,  and  Dr.  Toulmin. 
In  1767»  he  went  to  Hojrton  and  apent  five  jeaia  under  the 
gddaiioe  of  Dr.  Savage^  Dr.  Kippis,  and  Dr.  Reee.  The  Tene- 
rable  Mr.  Holden,  of  Tenterden,  was  bis  c1as8*lelkiw  atid  paaaed 
his  exiiuuLkittiou  at  the  same  ume  with  hiiu.  It  is  remarkable 
that  theoe  geiiilemeu  not  only  corresponded  with  the  mo8t  cor- 
dial iriendshipy  but  remained  in  the  same  gjteatiopa  daring  the 
iwnainder  of  their  lives. 

While  Mr.  Coroiah  wee  al  Hoztoiif  be  oocaaooaUy  enj^ied 
at  Epsom,  from  which  place,  as  well  as  from  Goljton,  be  rs* 
received  a  unainmons  invitation.  He  ^ireferred  Citlyti  ii  in  con- 
sequeuce  of  its  nearness  to  his  aged  fklheTj  and  the  earnest 
recommendations  of  bis  friends  Doctors  Amory  and  Toulmin. 
In  Maj  1773»  he  was  ordained  at  the  General  Baptiat  meeting- 
boose  at  Taonton,  in  conjnnctioa  with  Mr.  Flmiemore,  of 
CoUmnpton,  and  Mr.  Baynham,  of  Totness.  Dr.  Tonlmin,  the 
minister  of  the  chapel,  preached ;  Mr.  Kiddcl  delivered  the 
charge ;  and  the  devotional  services  were  conducted  by  Mr. 
Gififord  and  Mr.  Jillard.  After  residing  eleven  jeers  in  the 
honae  of  Mr.  Slade»  Mr.  Cornish  removed  to  another  dwelling, 
finr  the  purpose  of  taking  pupils,  and  oontmned  his  school,  with 
considerable  reputation  and  usefulness,  till  he  had  entered  his 
sevt  ntieth  year. 

Mr.  Cornish's  talents  and  character  procured  invitations  from 
several  larger  societies.   He  was  proposed  as  the  successor  of 

•  M.  K.  VoL  xviii.  p.  617. 
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Mr.  Farmer  at  Saltern'  Hall,  und  Htrongly  urged  to  settle,  in 
1781,  at  'i  ewkcsbury,  ttud  iu  1792,  at  Banbury.  But  the  attacli- 
meut  of  hk  fnvada  at  Col^ou  led  him  to  speDcl  the  remainder 
of  his  dajTB  ftmoni^  tbem ;  and  his  ichool  mcreaaed  hb  income 
80  as  to  enable  him  to  live  eomibrtably  and  devote  a  consldem- 
ble  sum  to  the  poor.  Mr.  Hdlden  mentions  an  interesting  cir' 
cumstance*  in  reference  to  his  savin«js.  **  From  the  fluctuations 
ia  trade  duriog  the  Ami^riean  War,  bia  father  was  a  sofferer  in 
his  peeniuary  aflaira ;  and  at  length  called  his  oieditorB  together 
and  bonestljr  divided  his  remaining  propertj  among  them. 
Bfaoy  yean  after  fSbla,  when  my  beloved  Mend,  bjr  the  profits 
of  his  school,  bad  it  in  his  power  to  do  it,  he  called  the  creditors 
together,  and  paid  them  up  to  twenty  shillings  in  the  ponnd.'* 

Mr.  Cornish  published  the  following  works: — 1.  A  JSerioaa 
and  Earnest  Address  to  Protestant  Dissenters^  a  4d.  traety 
whieh  appeared  before  he  left  the  aeademj,  and  of  which  three 
editiona  were  rapidly  sold.  3.  A  Brief  and  Impartial  History 
of  the  Purititu:^,  also  price  4c/.,  which  met  like  its  predecessor 
with  a  very  favourable  reception.  3.  In  1775,  A  Blow  at  the 
Root  of  all  Priestly  Claims, — a  pamphlet  for  the  copyright  of 
which  Mr.  Johnson^  of  St.  Paul's  Chnrehyard^  gave  the  author 
live  guineasy  a  laige  sum  at  that  time  to  Mr.  Cornish.  4.  hk 
1777,  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Lew,  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  on  the  Incon- 
fcistcncy  of  that  Prelate's  Conformity  to  the  Church,  with  his 
avowed  wish  for  extensive  alterations  in  the  Liturgy  and  Articles. 
5.  In  1780,  A  Life  of  that  excellent  citizen  Mr.  T.  Firmin; 
deagned  to  soften  the  prejudices  of  aealous  Tiinitanans  and 
excite  Christians  of  every  persuadon  to  aetivity  in  doing  good. 
(l.  Ill  1783,  All  Attempt  to  Display  the  Importance  of  Cksracal 
Leamiug  ;  addressi  d  f(j  the  parents  and  guardiaub  of  youth.  7. 
In  1797y  A  Brief  History  of  N  onconformity.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  Mr.  Cornish  published  a  Thankeglving  Sermon;  A 
Treatise  on  Divine  Manifestations ;  A  Pamphlet  on  the  Pre- 
existence  of  Christ,  and  another  Treatise  on  Bvangelioal  Holi- 
ness.   All  thcbu  had  u  rapid  sale,  and  are  now  out  of  pnut. 

•  M.  IL,  VoL  sviii.  p.  635. 
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Hie  avtlior  advocaled  1m  tmitb  of  tmtli  with  so  ameb  ean- 

dour  and  charity,  yet  with  90  much  firnmen  and  upriglitncsB, 
that  he  both  won  a<iuiiratiuu  aud  prcxiuctxi  conviction.  One 
year  we  see  him  dejeoding  Ckristianitjr  with  no  common  ahtlitjr, 
aad  Hm  acxt  writing  oonaoloCBy  kttm  and  wendmg  pecomaiy 
nliif  lo  m  almagar  ia  London,  who  b«d  been  impriooned  Ibr 
seilii^  Dmiiilirri  pnHSretiowi  ^And  nwMiire  lie  meted  to 
others  was  mens  a  red  to  him  ajrain.  While  advocating  the 
cause  of  Dissent  at  all  hazard:f,  writing  against  unworthy  com- 
pfoniees,  and  even  striking  *^  a  blow  at  tbe  root  of  ail  priestly 
dmam,"  he  was  emptojed  to  edaeefte  the  eone  ot  warn  who  m 
i^d^pon  end  |Mditifft  veM  eliiBfljr  oppoesd  to  hm*  80  hi||hl^ 
wee  he  yeapeeted  hj  mm  of  efl  pertiee,  that  Mi  deaA  wee  mi* 
\  t  rsally  lamented,  and  he  was  followed  to  the  irrave  bj  tiie 
curate  of  the  imrish  and  a  large  bixly  of  i>arishioners.  N'or  can 
thoee  who  ki^w  Mr.  Conush  forget  that  while  he  obtained  the 
le^eei  of  hb  aeigliboon  hy  hm  leenung  end  chant/,  he  walked 
with  God  habitoaUy  in  private  Bfe,  and  leaehed  tte  eonfinee  of 
tomb  with  that  peace  of  mind  wiueh  peeeath  ail  under* 
»taudiijg. 
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Stovoim  ii  A  mU  Imt  acit  toini*  aiHiiKid  it  iSkt  moodi  of  a 
uunm  Yaltef,  opoimg  to  the  se*,  between  two  steep  ranges  of  hilb. 
TluNN^t^tUsvallef  tiM  little  lifer  SM  flowa  towards  the  ocean,  till  it 
is  loat  in  the  pebbles  on  the  beidL  The  difs  we  composed  of  aaii4t 
tinged  by  the  red  oxide  of  troDt  aod  partly  calcareoosi  the  glare  of 
winch,  together  with  that  of  a  biofMl  bedof  pebblesb  ^ad  the  low  rito^ 
tion  of  Sidmouth,  render  the  town  intensely  hot  at  the  time  of  a  clear 
summer  i>ky  ;  the  adjacent  scenery  is,  however,  extrcinely  deUghtfiil. 
This  was  formi  rly  a  good  sea-port  j  but  the  liarbour  has  been  so  choked 
up  with  bcind  and  jiebblcs,  that  pleasure-boats  and  fishing-smacks  are 
thi^  only  vessLls  tliat  can  now  approach  the  shore.  Of  late  years,  the 
population  and  buildings  have  increased,  through  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  frequent  the  town  in  the  gummer  season  for  the  puzposes  of 
hathing  and  recreation. — Britton  and  Brayt  fv. 

Fppolatioik  in  1811,— 1688  {  in  1821,— 2747  i  in  1831,-3126. 
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This  builiiiiig  btciu<U  near  the  entrance  to  tlie 
town  from  Honiton.  The  endof  it  is  in  a  line  with 
the  street ;  yet  the  trmyeller  sees  no  signs  of  a  place 
of  woi^p.  It  is  coimected  \vith  a  dwelling* 
house  OQ  one  side  by  a  low  wall,  in  which  is  a  door 
opening  from  the  street  into  a  Muall  yard,  partially 
as  a  burial-grouiKL  From  this  jaid  the  meet- 
ing-house is  entered;  and  the  interior,  though 
neatly  fitted  up,  confirms  the  impression  which  is 
derired  from  the  outside,  that  its  founders  designed 
(as  is  well  known  to  have  been  the  case  in  other 
towns)  that,  if  it  ceased  to  be  needed  as  a  chapel,  it 
should  be  converted  into  a  dwellii^-house. 

A  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  have  now  elapsed 
since  this  humble  edifice  was  built.  Prior  to  that 
period — ^the  year  1710,  a  Pre8b3rterian  society  exists 
ed  in  tlie  town  of  Sidmouth.  No  minister  was 
ejected  here;  but  the  spirit  of  Nonconformity,  find- 
ing its  way  iVoui  Sid  bury  and  other  places  adjacent, 
a  congregation  was  formed  in  the  time  of  Charles 
the  Second.  There  is  no  account  of  a  regular  min- 
ister till  1715,  when  the  learned  and  excellent  Dr. 
Bennet  Stevenson,  afterwards  pastor  of  the  Presby- 
terian congregation  at  Bath,  was  settled  at  Sid- 
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mouth,  and  had  two  hundred  and  Mty  hearers.  Ue 
was  probably  here  at  the  time  the  me^ing-houBe 

was  built. 

The  next  minister  was  Mr.  Pftlk,  who  began 
his  ministry  about  the  beginning  of  the  century. 

Ue  came  here  in  1719,  and  in  the  same  year 
preached  a  sermon  (afterwards  published)  before 
the  Assembly  at  Exeter,  on  the  Divinity  of  Christ. 
In  1731,  Mr.  Palk  went  to  Southmoiton,  and  the 
congregation  chose  Mr.  West,  of  whom  some  account 
has  been  given  in  connexion  with  llniinster,  to 
which  place  he  removed  in  1738.  The  people  were 
then  supplied  two  or  three  years  by  Mr.  John 
Brown.  In  1740,  the  oftice  of  pastor  was  tilled  by 
Mr.  liacy,  who  died  in  the  following  year.  He  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Berry,  who,  utter  officiating  liere 
eight  years,  succeeded  Mr.  Towgood  at  Crediton. 
Mr.  Kiddel,  the  minister  from  1750  to  1759,  was  a 
native  of  Tiverton,  educated  under  Mr.  Moore  at 
Bridgwater,  went  from  Sidmouth  to  Cork,  and 
afterwards  settled  at  Shepton  Mallet. 

Mr.  Kiddel  was  ordaiutd  at  Sidmouth  in  1750. 
Among  the  ministers  who  officiated  were  Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Towgood,  and  Mr.  Amory.  The  tone  of  the. 
services  (to  which  there  is  an  interesting  allusion 
in  a  letter  written  at  the  time  and  preserved  by  Dr. 
Touiniiu*)  indicates  the  feelings  of  the  Dissenters 
in  the  West  with  r^rd  to  several  important  ques- 
tions.   Mr.  Towgood's  remarks  on  the  subject  of 

*  See  Mr.  Hoarc*!  Letter  totlie  Rev.  S.  Slater,  of  Coly ton,  Moo.  Rcpos., 
O.S.,VoLvlip.282. 
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oidinatioii  were  manly  and  cMuusleni;  he  aaserled 

that  the  right  of  ordaiuing  was  vested  in  each  so* 
ciety«  and  difidatmed  all  pretenee  of  conferring  aay 
latent  gift  or  qualification.    But  when  Mr.  Kiddel 
came  to  give  his  answers  on  the  controverted  pcmta 
of  Chriblianity,  he  used  language  in  lefiemee  to 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  indicated  a 
desire  to  accommodate  his  preaching  to  die  notmia 
of  the  muHitiide.    "As  to  the  Holy  Spirit  (says  the 
sensible  and  straight-forward  Mr.  Iioare«  in  his  re- 
marhs  on  the  8ervice)»  as  neither  a  throne*  nor  kin^* 
dom,  uor  church,  nor  people,  are  any  where  assigned 
him  in  Scripture;  nor,  to  the  best  of  my  remem^ 
brance,  a  single  petition  either  immediately  or  by 
consequence  addresi>ed  to  him,  I  can't  conceive  how 
the  same  mth  a  very  little  variation  may  be  dedaied 
of  him  as  of  the  other  two  persons.    Much  less  can 
I  conceive  how  an  Unitarian  could  with  the  least 
propriety  sum  up  his  confession  of  faith  vrith  that 
glaring  interpolation  of  1  John  v.  7,  which  the  mubt 
eminent  confessor  of  the  present  century*  of  which 
the  tfiree  kingdoms  can  boast,  now  with  God>  has 
beyond  all  peradventure  proved  to  be  spurious^  both 
in  his  traets  against  Martyn  and  also  in  his  address 
to  the  Convocation.    It  was  the  subject  of  an  affec- 
tionate prophet  s  lamentation^  which  I  wish  there 
was  not  too  much  reason  to  resume  in  cur  days, — 
•that  his  brethren  and  countrymen  were  not  valiant 
for  the  truth';  and  as  truth  is  the  most  valuable 
thing  in  the  world,  so  I  think  all,  but  e^iecially 

*  Mr.  Anlyii,  <tf  DaUin. 
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miuist^rs^  ought  Uiaaciously  to  adhere  thereto^ 
though  it  should  have  the  misfintune  to  lie  under 
the  most  digcouraging  circumstances." 

Mr.  Kiddel  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Hogg^  after* 
wards  the  miniBter  at  the  Mint  Meeting*  Bxeter^ 
and  ultimately  a  banker  in  the  same  city.  He  pub* 
Hshed  a  sermon  "On  the  Taking  of  Quebec  and 
oAer  Successes  against  the  French.^  We  have  also 
the  names  of  Mr.  Chapman,  Mr.  Isaac  Smithy  and 
Mr.  William  Hughes.  Mr.  Smith  quitted  England 
for  America  in  1784.  Mr.  Hughes  removed  to 
Leather  Lane,  Uolborn;  he  has  now  lived  many 
years  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  without  a  pastoral 
charge.  The  vacancy  tilled  by  him  in  London  was 
oecasioned  by  the  remoyal  of  Mr.  Butcher  to  l^d^ 
btny  Vale  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  This 
gentleman  having  derived  much  beneiit  from  the 
change  of  air,  was,  in  1798,  chosen  pastor  of  the 

Sidmouth  flock.  The  congregation  did  not  become 
numerous  under  his  care ;  he  was  not  what  is  called 
a  popular  preacher ;  but  it  maintained  a  highly 
spectable  character.  Among  bis  auditors  were 
several  who  came  to  Sidmouth  as  visiters,  and  who 
were  thankful  to  find  a  place  where  they  could  wor- 
ship in  spirit  and  in  truth,  and  listen  to  discourses 
which,  for  piety,  simplicity,  and  general  utility, 
were  rarely  efjualled.  One  gentleman  there  was, 
originally  of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  who  became  a 
permanent  resident  at  Sidmouth,  and  who  was  so 
much  pleased  with  Mr.  Butcher's  society  a6  well  as 
ministerial  services,  that  he  presented  him  with  a 
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valtiable  piece  of  ground*  near  his  own  mansion,  on 

which  Mr.  Butcher  built  a  liuuse.  In  his  time  the 
congregation  became  decidedly  Unitarian*  according 
to  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term ;  Arian  sen* 
timents  had  been  professed  by  many  of  his  prede^ 
cessors,  and  the  people,  unfettered  by  trust^eedsi* 
anxious  only  to  believe  what  the  Scriptures  taught, 
gradually  arrived  at  what  they  now  deem  Christian 
Truth. 

In  1820,  Mr.  Butcher  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Yeates*  who  remained  here  about  fire  years.  The 
congregation  were  then  supplied  by  Mr.  Maurice* 

formerly  the  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  society  at 
Frenchay.  This  gentleman  came  to  Sidmouih  to 
oljtain  the  benefit  of  tin  Devonshire  air  for  some 
invalids  in  his  family;  and  on  his  removal,  the 
people^  as  a  token  of  gratitude  for  bis  sealons  and 
disinterested  services,  presented  hirn  with  a  silver 
waiter.  The  next  pastor  was  Mr.  Heineken,  from 
the  College  at  York,  who  removed  to  Collumpton 
in  183U.  He  was  followed  at  Sicimouth  by  Mr. 
James,  by  whose  ministry,  though  it  only  continued 
about  two  years,  the  con i^rcL^a lion  wiu  much  im- 
proved. During  this  period,  great  interest  was  ex* 
cited  in  the  town  by  the  delivery  of  a  course  of 
lectures,  in  which  Mr.  James  declared  what  appear- 
ed to  him  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  These  lectures 
were  frequently  attended  by  four  hundred  persons ; 
a  permanent  addition,  by  no  means  inconsiderable, 
was  made  to  the  society ;  and  its  future  welfare  was 
wisely  provided  for  by  corrcbpunding  pastoral  eflurtti. 
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and  hy  the  estahlishTnent  of  a  small  library  and  a 
SundayHBchooL  In  1832»  Mr.  James  accepted  an 
invitation  to  Bridgwater,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Baker,  who  had  lately  completed  his  course  of  edu- 
cation at  York.  At  the  beginning  of  1835,  Mr. 
Baker  quitted  Sidinouth  and,  it  is  understood,  the 
ministry.  The  congregation  are  now  supplied  by 
Mr.  Gibson,  who  has  recently  seceded  from  the 
Established  Church,  in  consequence  of  a  change  in 
his  sentiments. 

^  In  the  chapel,  on  a  large  board,  is  the  following 
announcement : 

BENEFACTIONS  TO  THIS  CHRISTIAN  SOCIETY. 


Mrs.  JuDitH  GuNDRY   j^lOO. 

F.  FoLAQUiSRy  Esq   SO. 

Abraham  Follbtt,  Obnt   50, 

John  Carslakb,  Esq   100. 

Mrs.  Leigh   100. 


There  are  two  tablets ;  one  is  to  the  memory  of 
John  Carslake,  of  Cotmaton,  Esq.,  who  died  in 
1815,  and  of  his  sister,  Elizabeth  Carslake;  the 

other  has  the  ioUowing  inscription : 

**  Mabk  tob  pbrfbct  man,  and  bbbold  TBI  vpbiobt,  for  the 

KND  OF  TBAT  MAN  18  PBACB."-^P8ALM  XXXYII.  37. 

To  TI!K  MEMORY  OP  THE  ReV.  EdMUND  BuTCHEK, 
WHO  DIED  AT  BaTH,  April  14tl»,  lS22,  AGED  66  YEARS. 

His  congregation 

BBBCT  THIS  TABLBT  AS  A  IiABTlKO  TRIBUTE 
OF  BBBVBCT  AND  ADMIBATION 
FOB  TBB  PIBTT,  ZBAL,  AND  UNBBMtTTINO  FIDBUTT 
WITH  WHICH  KB  FULFILLBD  BIS  PASTORAL  DUTIB8  IM  THIS  PLACE 

DVBIBO  23  TBAB8, 
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Bknnkt  Stevenson,  D.D   —1719. 

William  I^alk   1710— J 73 J. 

William  West   J73J— J738. 

JOBN  Brown   1738—1740. 

JoBN  Lacy   1740—1741. 

John  Bbrrt  « . . »   1742 — 1750. 

Bknjamin  KlDDKL   17.">u — 17^79. 

John  Hogg   1759—1771, 

William  Chapman   1772 — 1778. 

Isaac  Smith   177B->1784. 

William  Huohbs   1784^1797. 

Edmund  Butchsb   1798 — 1820. 

Matthew  Lkk  Yeates    1820 — 1826. 

Nicholas  Samuel  Heineksn   1825 — 183<). 

William  James    1830—1832. 

Thomas  Eaub   1832—1835. 


The  Rev.  Edmund  Butch kh  wa^i  bom  at  Colchester,  in 
1757.  His  ikmil/  was  originallj  of  Feermg,  in  Essex,  a  plaos 
of  which,  about  the  year  1007,  his  aneestor  John  Botcher  wm 
rector.  The  &ther  of  ESdmund  was  a  carpenter  aad  hailder,  and 
unable  to  afford  him  many  advantages.  Dr.  Stanton,  a  Dis- 
senting minister  at  Colchester,  supplied  him  widi  preparatory 
instruction,  and  liis  progrt^s  shewed  that  it  was  not  ill  bestowed. 
When  only  fourteen  ymrs  of  age,  he  wrote  a  Uule  poem  of 
seveial  booka^  entitled  The  Brotniar"  in  heroic  versei  on  the 
fiibled  report  of  the  peopling  of  Britnin  by  the  Trcjans.  Tliis 
composition,  ornamented  with  drawings  of  pen  and  ink,  was 
found  among  hlti  papers,  aud  is  preserved  as  a  proof  of  his  good 
taste  uud  pen>everiog  iudustry.  He  soon  afterwards  went  to 
London  and  was  appreiilioed  to  a  linan-dn^.    During  his 
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Ifligure  Iwiiniy  he  enltivftted  hln  Caste  for  Kter»tiire,  md  enp1o3Ped 

his  pen  for  periodical  works.  Whatever  protits  iiccrued  were 
transmitted  to  his  father,  mother,  aud  only  sister,  who  composed 
the  whole  of  the  hauXy,  Ou  the  Lord  &  day  he  attended  Sftltera' 
Hell*  and  beeame  aoquaiated  with  Mr.  Worthuigtoii»  w1iO|  dk- 
aeming,  hk  talentu^  led  hie  views  to  the  ndnistr/.  Ftmiiahed 
by  Mr.  W.,  with  prepamtoory  inetmetioii,  he  went  to  I^entrj 
Academj,  then  conducted  by  Mr.  Belsham. 

His  first  aettiemeut  was  at  Sowerby,  in  Vorkahire.  After 
some  time  he  removed  to  Loodoiiy  and  preached  ocoaaioiiaUj  at 
MonkweU  Straet  and  Cartm  Lane.  Bat  hia  stated  poet  was  at 
Leather  Im,  when  he  was  ovdamed  in  1789,  hy  Mesere. 
Tayler,  Kippis,  Belebam,  CKlUbnmdy  Worthington,  Lindsey,  and 
Jacomb.  He  now  united  with  a  few  ministers  in  carrying  on 
a  Wednesday  evening  lecture  in  Salters'  Hall,  which  was  well 
attended  fisr  sevml  winters.  He  bestowed  much  attention  on  a 
Family  ffihle,  in  ooiynnction  with  Mr.  Worthington, — a  work 
on  an  original  plan,  and  of  great  utility;  and  he  edited  the 
latter  \  oliime8  of  the  Protestant  Disj^oDtera'  Magazine.  At 
Leather  L»ane  he  continued  many  years,  and  revived  the  con- 
gregatkn.  Popularity  he  could  not  attain,  in  oouseqnenee  of 
the  weahnem  of  his  voioe;  bat  hie  sterling  Mnse  and  piety 
always  ensured  him  a  respeetable  audience.  His  health  be- 
eoming  preearioos,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  London  for  Sidbnry 
Vale,  near  Sidmonth.  Here  his  complaint,  hu  affection  ul  ilie 
lungs,  yielded  to  the  mildness  of  the  air,  and  his  general  consti- 
tntion  was  invigorated. 

In  1798,  Mr.  Batcher  wae  chosen  pastor  at  Sidmoath.  The 
flock  was  small,  hot  he  entered  on  his  doties  with  cheerfolneas 
and  persevered  in  tbem  with  Christian  fidelity.  He  and 
bis  fjiinily  formed  iirmiud  thi'iu  a  .small  band  of  fiicnd^^  who 
knew  their  worth  and  studied  their  happiness.  Within  the  last 
few  years  of  his  life  he  was  afflicted  with  a  kind  of  paralytic 
stroke^  which  prodooed  great  debility.  In  November,  1821,  he 
removed  to  Bath,  with  the  hope  of  gaining  some  relief;  bnt, 
soon  alter,  he  fell  down  and  dL^located  his  hip.    ThiB  confining 
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him  to  his  bed,  ineraaaed  his  clebility,  wliioh  leraDsnated  in  his 
phioid  dinolntion,  on  A|»ril  14, 1822.   It  is  remarkaiMe  that  he 

Imd  long  wished  it  lui-lit  be  the  will  of  God  to  take  liim  (when 
he  had  fulfilled  all  the  debigns  of  His  provideuce)  on  Ike  day  of 
rett.  His  remains  were  interred,  earljr  iu  the  morning,  at 
LTnoombe,  in  the  cemetery  belonging  to  the  Bath  Unttarian 
chapel;  the  service  was  conducted  with  an  impressive  scdmnit^- 
bj  the  Rev.  J.  Hnuter. 

Bofidt  <  (he  works  ali\  tdy  mentioned,  and  his  Picture  of 
•SidiuonHi,  '  and  his  <<Tour  through  various  parts  of  England," 
Mr.  Butcher  published  three  vdlames  of  sermons  for  the  use 
of  families.  The  third  volume  has  an  interesting  account  of 
his  adoption  of  Hnmamtarianism.  His  last  pablicaHon  was  a 
volume  of  "Prayers  for  the  use  of  Families  and  Individuals," 
adapted  lor  each  discourse  in  his  volume  of  bcrmous,  and 
Forms  suited  to  particular  occasions."  After  his  death,  Mia. 
Butcher  published  a  small  volume  of  his  Discourses  on  our 
Lord's  Sermon  on  the  Mount."  He  wrote  many  valuaUs 
hymnfl  which  have  found  their  way  into  various  collections. 
These  were  waimly  aduiircd  hy  no  less  a  judge  than  Mrs. 
Barbauld.  (>f  the  hymn  on  the  meeting  of  good  men  of  all 
parties  in  heaven,  that  lady  was  once  heard  to  ezpreaa  the 
liighest  praise. 

Mr.  Butcher's  prominent  oharaetefistios  were  good  senss^ 
great  modesty,  and  true  liberality.    The  pleasura  whidi  he 

relished  mojst  keenly  were  the  pleasures  of  home :  some  years 
before  his  death,  he  sent  the  iuiiowiug  Uues  to  a  periodical  pub- 
lication. 

"  Aik  me  to  choose  my  happieitt  lot, 
I  chooae  exactly  what  Tve  got  1 
Aak  me  what  I  wish  for  more^ 
A  little  to  relieve  the  poor : 
A  lifie  wen  ipent,  tmce  life  is  girea. 
And  long  or  short  as  pleases  Hearenr** 

•  Moothly  Bspos.,  ToL  zvUL  p.  512 
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Ltmpstonb  is  a  pkuant  village  eiglit  iniits  fifom  Exater  and  Ihne 
froai  BanontlL  Hie  neighbouriiood  is  celebrated  for  die  salulniCy  of 
its  aar  and  the  beauty  of  its  sceneiy. 
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There  is  probably  no  other  instance  of  the  exist- 
ence of  two  Presbyterian  places  of  worship  so  near 
each  other  in  a  retired  situation.    The  more  nth 

cic'iit  is  about  a  mile  from  Lympstone,  and  is  called 
Gulliford,  from  an  estate  of  that  name  on  which  it 
stands.  This,  liowcvoi-,  is  not  the  original  Noncon- 
formist place  of  worship^  having  been  built  little 
more  than  sixty  years.  The  society  was  formed 
soon  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  and 
consisted  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fones,  who 
was  ejected  from  Woodbury,  the  parish  to  which 
Gulliford  belongs. 

Mr.  Fones  left  the  country  soon  after  his  eject- 
ment. In  1687,  his  people  were  sulliciently  nu- 
merous to  invite  as  their  pastor,  Mr.  Samuel  Tapper, 
another  sufferer  for  conscience*  sake.  Two  years 
afterwards,  a  field  was  obtained  for  *'  erecting 
thereon  a  meeting  for  religious  worship  and  the 
service  of  God  of  the  people  commonly  called  Pres- 
byterians." Such  is  the  language  of  the  original 
deed,  dated  April  10,  1689.  Mr.  Tappers  ''warm 
practical  preacliing  and  hoi)  exemplary  conversa- 
tion gained  him  universal  love  among  hia  people. 
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His  cujign  L^  ilion  increased,  and  hv  was  blcsbtnl 
with  success  ia  the  conversion  of  many  souls.  He 
was  also  g(  nerally  respected  by  the  neighbouring 
gentry  who  had  auy  moderation  and  knew  how  to 
value  learning,  an  obliging  temper,  and  genteel 
carriage."*  But  his  good  qualities  did  not  secure 
ium  from  the  fury  of  high  church  bigots,  who, 
during  the  times  of  persecution,  violently  entered 
his  meeting-house  and  l)roke  the  windows.  On  the 
next  Lords  day,  he  prayed  earnestly  for  his  cne* 
BAies,  that  Qod  woold  forgive  their  sin  and  turn 
their  hearts. 

In  1708,  Mr.  Tapper^  feeling  the  infirmities  of 
age,  resigned  his  charge  to  Mr.  Joseph  Mansfam, 
who  had  been  his  assistant  and  was  ordained  at 
Lympatone,  in  1703.  In  1715,  Mr.  Mansion's  con- 
f^regation  consisted  of  five  hundred  persons.  He 
acted  with  the  orthodox  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Szeler  assembly,  and  published  a  sermon  "  On  the 
Perils  of  False  liiethren."  The  congregation  con- 
tinued to  increase  so  considerably,  that  eight  years 
afterwards,  as  it  appears  by  another  deed,  they 
obtained  an  additional  part  of  the  field  for  enlarging 
tiie  meeting^bouse  and  the  burial-ground.  The 
ministers  who  succeeded  Mr.  Manston,  were  Mr. 
Thomas  Hancock,  Mr.  John  Turner,  Mr.  Thomas 
Jervis,  and  Mr.  John  Jervis.t   In  the  year  1774, 

*  NoDOon.  M«m.,  Vol.  L  ft  S83. 

t  S<idti<tli>>tat«peiitt>foiiftoftli8trtmeai  tlw  Bey.M.UY€«iM^ 

tovrlimn  I  $m  uader  tuny  ohiigttiom  lor  hit  eflbito  to  procure  aoeonle 
infonaalioa.  Tbo  MSS.  of  Bfr.  WUaon  represent  Mr.  Michael  Marttn^ 
ftym  XsmBtmoQ$  M  4iift  iuooostop  oi  Mr.  Mbh^ow  iwl  m  hsviiis  iddViHd 
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soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  last  of  these  gentle* 

men,  the  old  builcimg  was  taken  down  and  anotb^ 
erected  on  the  adjoining  site.  Mr.  John  Jervis  waa 
the  minister  forty-seven  years.  "  I  can  distinctly 
remember  him  (says  my  correspondent)  from  1782 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death*  which  occurred  in  1820. 
So  much  was  he  respected  by  all  denominations, 
that  the  members  of  the  adjoining  churches  often 
left  them  to  attend  on  his  services.  In  the  summev 
months*  particularly*  I  have  a  hundred  times  seen 
twelve  and  thirteen  carriages  at  a  time  at  the  yaid* 
gate.  For  many  years,  the  meeting-house  was  at- 
tended by  the  first  families  in  the  neighbourhood* 
forming*  with  others*  a  regular  congregation  of  two 
or  three  hundred  persons,  uiiqiic^^tiouably,  the  most 
genteel  in  the  West  of  Kngiand.'  * 

Mr.  Jervis  was  what  is  generally  called  a  Low 
Arian.  His  discourses  were  admired  for  their  ex- 
cellent tendency  and  the  beauty  of  their  composi- 
tion. He  was  not  what  is  usually  termed  eloquent, 
but  had  a  plain*  interesting  delivery ;  and  his  de- 
votional services  were  peculiarly  good.  These 

to  Lannoeston  io  1728.  Mr.  TIioiiim  Clarkfl^  a  jmpa  of  Dr.  Doddridge* 
was  at  LyipttOMC  in  1773 ;  but  as  one  of  the  Mr.  J<nrli*8  removed  aad 
the  other  succeeded  hiiii  in  that  yi  ar,  Mr.  Clarke  was  probably  only  an 
as^^^'taIlt.  iMr.  Tiirnt  r  t uteri  d  the  aondcmy  at  UoxtOQ*  in  1752,  caoie  tO 
Lymi  ^^tniK  about  1737,  and  died  in  176y. 

•  roiwhclo,  with  his  usual  brevity  in  all  that  relatrs  to  Dissent,  says, 
(Vol.  ii.  211,)  "The  Lees  support  the  meeting-house  in  this  paribh  near 
Lynipstone  village.**  Aa  tbe  oongregatioa  waa  la  a  fleiiriehing  state  about 
tbie  time,  (the  dose  of  tbe  left  century,)  it  is  probable  Ibat  other  highly 
reipectaUe  peraone  contributed  tbolr  aid.  Tht  oomlderable  property 
of  the  family  aientbned  by  the  historiaiw  undoobledly  added  to  their 
influence  in  favour  of  the  Dissenting  caufe  at  Lympelone,  and  their  lov 
must  have  been  severely  lielt. 
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circumstances  when  connected  with  his  love  of 
seieuce,  his  excellent  disposition,  and  his  active 
benevoience,  account  for  the  snecess  of  his  labours. 
During  the  summer  preceding  his  death,  he  had 
been  much  ei^[aged  in  superintending  tbe  erection 
of  a  new  chapel,  in  the  village  of  Lympstene,  a 
more  central  situation  than  Guliitord ;  and  it  was  in- 
tended that  this  building  should  be  used  exclusively 
in  the  winter,  and  that  both  should  be  open  in  the 
summer.  His  heart  was  in  the  undertaking ;  and  to 
his  indefotigable  exertions  and  perseverance  it  owed 
its  final  accomplishment.*  At  his  particular  request, 
his  friend  Mr.  Yeates,  who  has  ever  felt  a  lively 
interest  in  the  congregation,  consented  to  preach  at 
the  opening.  But  Mr.  Jervis  was  denied  this 
gratification ;  a  fortnight  before  the  time  when  the 
fii  .st  tribute  of  prayer  and  praise  was  to  have  been 
offered  in  the  edifice,  he  who  watched  its  progress 
was  attacked  by  a  severe  cold ;  and,  ere  the  day  of 
opening,  he  was  summoned  to  join  in  the  services 
of  a  nobler  temple,— a  temple  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens. 

Two  months  afterwards,  when  the  grief  occasion- 
ed by  this  event  was  slightly  diminished,  Mr. 
Yeates  conducted  the  proposed  service.  This  was 
in  1820 ;  in  1821,  Mr.  Seaward,  who  had  been  some 
time  at  Poole,  became  the  pastor  of  the  congregap 
tion.  It  then  rapidly  declined;  at  first  the  numbers 
were  lessened  by  deaths  and  removals;  but  after- 
wards by  circuuistances  which  might  have  been 

*  *  Mon.  Rc|K». 
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preTented.   Eyeiy  minister  cannot  conimaacl  })optt- 

larity  even  if  his  ta'ents  be  conbiderable^  his  U8&- 
fidness  may  be  impaired  by  sectarian  prejudices, 
and  unavoidable  personal  defects  ; — ^but  every  mi- 
nister can  let  his  conversation  be  such  as  becometh 
the  gospel  of  Christ.  By  a  contrary  course,  the 
interests  of  pure  religion  arc  often  injured  far  more 
than  by  the  influence  of  ignorance  or  the  assaults 
of  bigotry. 

A  small  congregation  stUl  exists  at  Lympstone. 
The  chapels  have  been  supplied,  since  Mr.  Se»> 
ward's  death,  by  a  few  ministers  in  the  district. 
At  present,  the  hearers  have  the  services  oi  Mr. 
Adams,  lately  the  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  am^ 
gregation  at  Marshfield. 

Samubl  Fonbs  «. 
Samusi*  Tappes  • 

JOSBPH  MaNSTON 

MiCHAKL  iNIaHTIN 

Thomas  Hancock 
John  TuBNaa... 
Thomas  Jbbvis 
John  Jbbvis  

Kogbr  Seaward. 
Thomas  Adams  .  • 
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1687—1708, 

1703— 
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1773- 1820. 
1S20— 1834. 

1835. 
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Mr.  Samuel  Tapper  wfts  the  son  of  a  gentleman  at  Exeter. 
At  the  «<rc  of  fifteen,  having  been  examined  aud  approved  by 
the  Kxeter  minkters,  he  was  sent  to  Oxford.  But  he  proved 
consumptive,  and  his  physician  obliged  him  to  hasten  into  his 
native  lur,  which  he  did,  and  qnicUjr  recovered.  His  first  en- 
gagement was  as  an  assistant  in  the  ehnroh  at  Holdswordij,  in 
Devonshire,  where  he  wa8  ordained,  in  1657,  by  several  minis- 
ters of  the  fourth  division.  Ho  was  afterwards  presented  by 
Cromwell  to  the  vicarage  ot  St.  Merran,  in  Cornwall,  which  at 
first  he  scrapled  to  accept ;  but,  at  length,  he  took  possession  of 
it  and  oantinned  in  it  till  the  Restoration.  To  his  predecessor! 
Mr.  Banbrigg,  who  had  been  sequestered,  he  allowed  half  his 
incoint?,  with  other  advantages,  and  they  occasionally  converged 
together,  in  a  friendly  manner,  both  before  and  after  Mr.  Ban- 
brigg was  restored.  He  withdrew  from  the  establishment  with 
a  charitable  disposition ;  he  was  no  enemjr  either  to  episoopaej 
or  to  a  liturgy,  but  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  assent  to  a  book 
which  he  could  not  see.  His  great  learning,  with  his  modera- 
tion, modesty,  and  candour,  procured  him  the  IVieudship  of  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter  and  many  of  the  clergy,  some  of  whom  would 
willingly  have  obtained  preferment  for  him. 

After  the  Restoration  Mr.  Tapper  resided,  a  short  time,  first 
at  a  place  called  Erisej,  and  subsequently  at  ESxeter.  He  re- 
moved to  Lympstome  in  1687  and  lived  there  till  his  death,  sa- 
tisfied with  his  Noucouformity,  and  highly  respected  by  his 
congregation.  He  waa  celebrated  for  his  familiar  acqnaintance 
with  the  Greek  Testament,  the  practical  strain  and  general  use- 
fulness of  his  preaching,  the  godly  simplicity  and  purity  of  his 
life.  He  was  an  example  of  walkmg  closely  with  God  in  secret 
duties,  and  wodd  never  venture  into  the  world  without  endea- 
voming  to  engage  the  presence  of  God  with  him.  Both  to 
friends  and  enemies  he  discovered  a  generous  spirit ;  his  charity 
was  not  confined  to  men  of  particular  persuasions;  whoever 
was  in  distress,  he  accounted  his  brother  and  fit  to  be  relieved. 
Mr.  Tapper  printed  notbuDtg,  bttt  composed  a  Latin  mscription 


Digiiized  by  Google 


360  LYMP8TONE  AND  GULLIFORD. 


fior  the  monnment  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Forteflcue ;  tiaashited 
•aim  booka  of  MiUon's  FteadiM  hoti inlo  LMin  Heninelen; 
and  left  floow  bnadndi  of  Ltda  vobm  on  tlie  ob8ordifie»  of 
Popery  tad  lk»  n^eiiet  of  tto  Ronbh  prieato  oompttFed  wUh 

tile  Pogau.* 

The  Uev.  Thomas  Js&VIS  was  bom  in  1748,  at  Ipswich^ 
and  died  in  183d»  at  Brampton  Grave.  His  &Uier»  who  wae  a 
Diflaenliiig  minieter  at  Ipawioby  plaoed  him  at  the  academj  at 
HoxtOBy  on  leaving  wfaieh,  be  was  chosen  to  the  offioe  of 

classical  and  mathcmatiLal  tutor  in  the  iicademy  at  Exeter. 
About  the  same  time  he  was  elected  minister  of  the  congregation 
at  L^'mpstone,  and  immediately  afterwards  j<ttnt  minister  at 
Topehaaiy  with  the  Rev.  J.  Baitiett. 

In  177%  an  applioalion  from  the  Earl  of  Shelbiinie^  after- 
wards Marquis  of  Laasdowne,  led  him  to  remove  to  Bowood 

to  undertake  the  education  oi'  two  of  iiia  lordbliip's  sons.  Here 
Mr.  Jerv'is  remained  in  the  enjoyment  of  liighly  cultivated 
society,  and  in  the  fidthfol  discharge  of  his  important  trust, 
dnring  a  period  of  eleven  yeaia.  With  the  kind  attention  and 
ftiendah^  of  the  Mai^ais,  he  continued  to  be  honooied  nntil 
the  time  of  that  nobleman's  deatii.  Lord  Fitzmanrioe,  the  elder 
of  his  pupils,  completed  his  education  for  the  university  under 
Ids  first  instruction.  The  younger,  the  Honourable  William 
GraaviUe  Petty^  died  at  a  very  early  age>  to  the  deep  giief  of  all 
who  knew  him.  Aoeofding  to  Dr.  Priestley's  teetimonyy  he 
^had  made  attainments  in  knowledge  and  piety  beyond  any 
thing  he  had  observed  in  life  ;  "  a  circumfetauce  wLicli  may  also 
be  considered  as  an  evidence  of  the  knowledge  and  piety  of  liia 
instructor  and  constant  companion.  In  1783,  on  the  comple- 
tion of  this  engagement,  Mr.  Jervis  accepted  the  ifpointment 
of  minister  of  the  congregation  at  St.  Thomaa'Sy  in  the  Borongli, 
which  he  retuned  till  1795.  Dr.  Rippis,  the  minister  at  Princes 
Street,  VVostmiuibter,  dying  m  liial  ^car,  Mr.  Jervie  was  chosen 

*  Nonoon.  MeaL,  Voi  i.  p-  283. 
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Ub  roccwpor.  la  1808;  ^tttd  Londoo,  on  itottving  «i 
iAvitedon  to  meoeed  hb  flted  Mr.  Wood,  m  pMlor  of  tbe 

society  at  Mill  Hill  chapel,  Ijeeds.  He  re^igui^d  this  connexion 
in  1818,  tmd  uever  afterwards  tnigaged  in  ixny  stated  ministerial 
duties ;  yet  he  continaed  for  several  yean  to  aasiet  his  fiiendi 
mih  oocuwand  pnlpil  eerviM.  AUhoqgli  pennitfted  to  reech 
the  advanoed  age  of  agjbiy-mXf  he  preaeiTed  to  the  laat^  In  a 
very  remarlukble  degree^  the  vigonr,  activitj  and  cheerfolnesB  of 
bis  mind,  with  few  and  slight  intc  rruptions  to  his  bodily  health. 
Notwitbfitauding  the  habitual  tranquillity  of  bis  wind,  Mr 
JeiT]S*s  attachment  to  the  cause  of  civil  and  religiotis  freedom 
waa  ardent  aa  well  as  nnshakeD,  and  his  devotional  fiBelings  were 
pccnliarly  annnatod,  aa  appean  fironi  Uie  hjmoa  he  OQBtnbiited 
to  the  coUeetion  wlooh  bears  his  name.  WUle  he  was  affec- 
tionately attentive  to  the  ^Mior,  he  was  ul)le  by  his  discoursci*  to 
interegt  and  impress  the  higher  classes ;  lie  also  curried  a  pure 
and  high  tone  of  moralitx  into  the  private  circles  of  the  culti- 
vated, and  rendered  virtne  attractive  hy  the  ehaima  of  mildnftw 
and  urbanity.  With  him,  to  nae  an  egptearioD  of  his  own^ 
"  courtesy  was  the  law  of  social  life." 

Mr.  Jervis's  largest  publication  was  a  volume  of  sermons 
which  possess  an  even  and  anetained  excellence,  together  with 
an  application  aometimee  remarkably  felicitoiiB  of  the  atorea 
eapplied  by  a  cLaBsieal  education.  It  hi  remarlnble  tliat  hit 
worka  contain  no  indicatione  of  that  change  of  senHment  which 
Mr.  Belsham  and  olhera  of  his  contemporaries  uudcrwciit,  and 
which  is  observable  in  their  writings.  In  Mr.  Belsham's  charge, 
delivered  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Kenriok,  at  £xeter,  in  178^, 
tfiere  aie  atrong  traeea  of  orthodox  eenthnenta;  e.g.  ^Yon* 
ramenibery  Sir,  that  the  great  Son  of  Ood  himaelf  when  in  the 
incarnate  ^rm  he  etmdeieenied  to  be  a  preacher  of  tmth  and 
righteousness,  saw  reason  to  complain  *  Who  hath  believed  our 
report?' "  Whereas,  in  the  discourse  of  Mr.  Jervb  "on  the 
blesBings  of  Christ's  mission/'  delivered  on  the  same  occasion, 
although  hia  subject  led  Idm  to  apeak  of  the  author,  design, 
and  means  of  our  salvation/'  there  is  not  a  phrase  which  in  his 
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Jaler  ymm  he  moM  hvre  iMdified.   Ht  hm  ipGaki  as  lie  imt 

«Qnltodolx>fkeendoflibd»j%€f  tjie  <*mDneclioaftoia  tlie 
dfA  nd  >  faypy  roeUwetioii  to  iiamortai  life"  et  tbe  oMiBtopie 

of  Christiuu  iiislructiou, — as  that  "in  wlnL-h  uli  the  blessings* 
comprised  in  the  divine  favour  and  iorgiveuet$»  may  be  summed 
op."  It  oeimot  bo  too  much  to  preeome  tJUat  this  hope,  wrought 
Into  the  tenper  id  hie  eonl^oontiUraled  leiyeljr  to  hie  lengthened 
eigoyiiMBt  of  beelth,  eheecihl  wfMtM,  and  jnteilednal  vigoor. 
The  letter  ohareeterisde  wvm  etiikiuglj  evineed  in  a  pam^ilel 
written  ill  bis  cii,'lity-fourtli  vear,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wurner's  tra- 
ditiouai  tale  of  a  supernatural  appearance  of  Mr.  Pett/  ait^r  hie 
decease. 

Mr.  Jervia  manied  Ffaneee  Mai/,  danghter  of  hia  hitimal» 
friend  Dr.  TSUmsy,   His  lemune  repose  neer  dioee  of  this  ez^ 

oellent  man  in  the  ehnrehyaid  of  Pryenuug,  Enex.  To  Mm, 
Jervia  and  others  who  attended  the  couch  of  the  d}'iug  patriarch 
there  were  many  sources  of  consolation.  The  pious  wish 
expressed  in  hie  own  touehing  description  of  the  terminatioii,  of 
the  Chiistiau'a  life  was  liilljr  verified  in  his  own  case. 

When  my  dim  eyes  are  sunk  hi  dcalh» 

And  God  who  ^avc  shall  take  my  breath ; 

sustain  iny  fuintinir  heart, 
And  comfort  to  my  soui  impart. 

May  bb  Und  pieienee  brisf  reKef 
From  fen*,  despondene7»  and  grief. 

His  cheering  voice  direct  my  way 
To  regions  of  eternal  day.* 

The  Rev.  John  Jkrvis,  F.L.S.  This  gentleman  was  dib- 
tinguished  by  his  talents  and  virtues,  and  hy  his  aequiremenls 
in  various  branches  of  knowledge,  particnlarljr  in  natural  history. 
His  fa^'onrite  studies  were  botany  and  mineralogy.  He  left  a 
large  collection  of  planl&i,  uud  choice  Bpecimens  of  minerals 

•  Unitarian  Chrookki,  VoL  ii.  p.  317. 
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aelentificallj  arrMiged  by  bis  own  lisnd.  In  these  he  found  a 
ratioiial,  refined  and  perroaueat  rt^HourcL'.  While,  with  u  ^iliilo- 
sophic  eje,  he  surveyed  the  wonders  of  nature,  he  discerned  the 
■i%htj  hand  wiiteli  diraeto  and  ragiiklw  the  whole.  He  eon- 
veiBed  witli  tlie  crestioii  in  bis  wotbiy  nd  felt  the  aUl  Ibm  of 
Ibiit  mhOmn^  tadi,— In  wlidoai  bMt  Am  «uide  tiiem  all!" 

Mr.  John  Jervis  and  Mr.  Thomas  Jervis  were  ordained  to- 
gether in  1779.  On  thin  occasion,  IJr.  Priestley  preached  his 
seraion  "on  the  doctrine  ot  the  Divine  iofluenee  on.  the  human 
mind."  The  other  parte  of  the  eerviee  were  coodneted  hy  Dr. 
Kippie  and  th^  Rev.  Sir  Hanj  IVelawnej^  the  worthy  Baronet 
baving  lately  joined  the  DieeentefB.  About  (he  beginning  of 
Jnly,  1779,  (says  Mr.  Howe,  in  a  sketch  of  .Sir  Harry's  life,)  1 
met  Willi  him  hy  appuiiitincnt  at  LMupstoue,  near  Exeter,  at  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  Jervie.  Sir  Harry  introduced  the  service,  l>r. 
Kippie  delivered  an  excellent  ehaige,  and  Dr.  Prieatley  preached 
an  iDgenioiia  eermon  wbicii  vae  afterwards  published.  There 
were  a  nmnber  of  tMssenting  nnimrteni  preeent.  Hie  afternoon 
wa*  employed  in  conversation  suitable  to  the  chuructcrs  of  some 
*^f  the  modt  famoub  men  ol"  the  age,  in  which  Dr.  Priestley,  Dr. 
Kippisy  and  Mr.  Towgood  bore  the  principal  part.  Although 
they  disooareod  on  oontnnrernal  topics,  and  differed  mneb  in 
opinion  from  one  another,  yet  the  canvereation  was  ooDtdneted 
with  politeneie,  pleasantry,  and  good  hnmoor.  Sir  Harry  re- 
pressed the  highest  satisfacticHa  and  said,  he  esteemed  it  the 
happiest  event  in  his  life,  and  the  most  favourable  dispensation 
of  Providence,  which  brought  him  acquainted  with  such  learned, 
pious,  and  worthy  men."* 

Altfaongh  the  snbject  of  this  notice  delighted  to  explore  the 
natural  world,  his  principal  employments  had  an  immediate 
reference  to  his  oflRce  as  a  Christian  minister.  His  liubitual 
ex^oymeut  of  interesting  scenery  "exempt  from  public  haunta*' 
^  not  make  him  selfish ;  on  the  contrary,  his  chief  aim  was  to 
cultivate  the  social  virtues.   In  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral 

"  Chri«t.  Rcf.|  N.  S.,  Vol.  i.  |>.  50«». 
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duties,  he  exhilnted  to  his  ilock  a  bcnutifol  pattern  of  caudonr, 
reotitiide^  aod  benevolence.  During  forty-seven  jem,  ibey  en- 
joyed die  beneBt  of  Mb  pioaB  ineiraelioiis  and  the  fight  of  hie 
ehinmg  example.   On  enbjects  of  free  inquirj  end  theological 

dbquisitioii,  his  sentiments  were  liberal  niid  enligUU  ued.  In 
private  life  his  couvcrsatiou  was  interestiug ;  and  be  constantly 
promoted  the  bappineaB  of  those  around  him  by  his  urbanity 
and  cheerfoineas.  His  sterling  worth  and  nnoatentations  rirtaes 
not  only  endeared  him  to  hia  intimate  ine&d%  bnt  rendered  him 
highly  esteemed  by  hie  neighbonrs  of  all  elaaeee  and  of  every 
religious  jxTsuasion.  To  the  poor  he  was  an  uivaluablc  frit  uti. 
*Mu  all  their  alBictious  he  wm  aiHicted;"  and  his  sjiupathy 
and  kindness  soothed  and  alleviated  their  aonrow.  ^  The  bless- 
ing of  him  who  was  ready  to  perish  came  npon  him»  and  he 
caneed  the  widow'e  heart  to  smg  fat  joy."  It  has  been  shewn 
how  anTions  Mr.  Jervis  was  to  engage  in  the  so^eeof  God, 
and  promote  the  cause  of  religion  at  the  time  of  his  deatli.  His 
Ule  ended  as  it  had  been  spent,  amidst  honourable  and  useful 
labours.  During  his  short  and  iiuui  illness  his  miud  continued 
calm  and  collected,  supported  by  a  firm  yet  hnmUe  reUanee  on 
the  hopes  and  promises  of  the  gospel.* 

*  Moo.  Ropof.,  Vot  XV.  p.  680. 
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Amhaic— tt  praky  tountet  on  the  s1iore» «  4  ndles  upper  in  tlie 
htwoL  Heeve  li  Hie  great  trwie  and  rode  for  tliippes  diat  oiitli  thb 
lunren^  and  especially  for  the  shippes  end  meidiant  mannes  goodes  of 
fisBoeater.  Men  of  Bieester  oontende  to  make  the  haven  to  com  vp 
to  Bicester  adt  At  ddi  tyme  ib^pea  cnm  not  fiuther  up  but  to 
ApAmm^'*  Lilahd. 

"As  \vc  sfdl  down  the  Exe,  its  peninsular  appearance  hath  a  charm- 
ii)i(  effect.  The  town  of  Topshuni,  pleasantly  situated  to  the  south 
of  Exeter,  consists  of  one  lonuf  street,  extending  north  aud  .-(juth 
nearly  liulf  a  mile,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  Exe ;  liomc  part 
of  which  street  is  wide,  the  other  contracted.  There  are  many  well- 
built  houses  iuterspcriied  throu^^hout  the  to%vn." 

**The  church  stands  about  the  centre  of  the  tomi,  built  on  the  edge 
of  n  high  cUff ;  so  that  the  churchyard,  in  proportion  to  its  height, 
commands  a  still  more  extennre  new  than  the  strand.  And  the 
scenery  is  extremely  picturesque-^  noble  rirer,  distant  shipping, 
cfaorches  glunmeriog  through  groups  of  trees,  a  fertile  vale,  and  a  fine 
range  of  mountains,  rismg  above  each  other  in  beautiful  perspective, 
as  fiur  as  the  eye  can  reach."— Polwbbu. 

Population  in  1811,-2871 ;  m  1£»1,— 3156}  in  1831,-3184. 
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liberty  found  a  gealous  advocate  at 
Topsham  so  early  as  the  year  1645.  The  celebrated 
Ames  Short,  M.A.,  of  Exeter  Cullege,  Oxford,  then 
commenced  his  labours  in  this  town.  About  five 
years  afterwards  he  removed  to  Lyme  Regis,  in 
Dorsetshire,  where  he  continued  until  the  noted 
Bartholomew  Day.  Few  ministers  in  the  West  of 
England  were  placxil  in  such  perilous  situations  at 
this  critical  period;  and  few  acted  a  more  distin* 
guished  and  honourable  part  His  fother  disin> 
herited  him;  he  was  several  times  in  prison;  on 
more  than  one  occasion  his  life  was  in  imminent 
danger  from  the  yiol^ce  of  the  soldiery ;  and  he 
was  fre<|uently  harassed  by  troublesome  and  frivo- 
lous accusations.  Yet  he  survived  the  times  of  per- 
secution, and  ''lived  to  bring  fortli  fruit  in  his  old 
age."  When  liberty  was  granted  to  the  Dissenteis, 
he  ( )}  ( ned  a  place  of  public  worship  at  Lyme,  in 
which  eight  candidates  for  the  ministry  were  or- 
dained during  the  year  1687.  * 

In  1662,  the  incumbent  at  Topsham  was  a  Con- 
foniiibt ;  but  the  principles  implanted  by  Mr.  Short 

*  Moucoii.  Mem^  Vol.  L  p.  45tf. 
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had  taken  deep  root  among  the  people.  Some  time 
after  the  passing  of  tlie  Act  of  Uniiurmity,  a  Dis^ 
senting  congregation  was  formed  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Beiijainiu  Berry,  who  had  been  ejected  from 
Mary  Tavy,  in  this  county.  In  1687»  we  find  the 
name  of  the  Bev.  Bernard  Starr  in  connexion  with 
the  society;*  and  in  the  same  year,  Mr*  William 
Horsham  was  ordained  as  their  pastor*  and  com* 
menced  a  long  and  successful  career.  He  was  at 
Topsham  in  1715*  with  six  hundred  hearers;  his 
name  occurs  again  four  years  afterwards ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  continued  liis  services  till  1723, 
when  Mr.  Daniel  Cooper  became  the  minister.  Mr, 
Horsham  died  in  1735*  and  Mr.  Cooper  in  1727; 
the  latter  was  in  the  morning  of  life,  and  had  only 
been  the  pastor  of  the  congregation  about  four 
years. 

It  was  during  Mr.  Coopers  ministry  that  the 
present  iheeting<»house  was  assigned  to  Trustees. 
The  assigiuncnt  wa.s  made  by  one  individual,  Mr. 
George  Uodder*  who  was  probably  at  the  cost  of 
building  it ;  the  society  is  designated  Presbyterian. 
Mr.  Coopers  succebsor  was  Mr.  Stephen  Towgood, 
who  removed  to  Exeter  in  1745.  The  society  then 
elected  Mr.  Aaron  Pitts*  whose  name  is  found  in 
the  list  of  students  educated  at  Mr.  Uallet  s  Aca^ 
demy*  ^  strong  indication  of  the  early  heterodoxy  of 
his  people.  Among  Mr.  Pitts*  fellow-students  were 
Mr.  King*  afterwards  Lord  Chancellor;  Mr.  Hubert 
Stogdon*  whose  reputed  heresy  excited  so  much  at- 

*  Mr.  WilM%  Man, 
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tention ;  and  Dr.  James  Foster,  still  more  cdebrated 

ibr  the  honesty  with  whicii  he  formed  aud  avowed 
unpopular  opinions. 

In  1771,  the  congregation,  having  been  deprived 
by  death  of  Mr.  Pitts,  elected  as  his  successor  Mr. 
J«  P.  Bartlett»  who  remained  here  till  his  own  de- 
cease in  1788.  The  next  minister  was  Mr.  Joseph 
JeH'ries,  who  resigned  at  the  close  ol  the  following 
year*  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Blatchford,  who  is 
said  to  have  been  very  useful  at  Topsham  in  form- 
*  ing  SundayHSchools  on  liberal  grounds.  When 
he  had  filled  the  situation  six  years,  he  went 
with  his  wile  aud  family  to  some  town  in  North 
America,  where  his  ministerial  services  were  both 
accepta])le  and  lucrative,  and  where  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

After  Mr.  Blatchford's  departure,  the  congrega- 
tion were  without  a  settled  minister  more  than  a 
year  and  a  half,  which  proved  injurious  to  its  inte> 
rests.  On  the  first  of  January,  1797,  Mr*  John 
Follett,  a  relative  of  the  distinguished  lawyer.  Sir 
William  Follett,  M.  P.,  imdertook  the  pastoral  office, 
and  has  continued  at  Tupshain  to  the  present  time. 
Many  of  the  particulars  in  this  account  were  com- 
municated by  that  gentleman.  He  thus  concludes 
his  statement:  '  There  is  now  only  to  add,  that 
some  desertions,  several  removals  of  residence,  and 
numerous  deaths,  have  gradually  reduced  this  once 
large  and  respectable  society  to  a  very  small  one 
indeed."* 

*  Tltero  are  a  few  Uiutaruuui  in  (be  neighbourmg  town  o(  Tolnen ;  but 
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they  arc  not  suffici«^ntly  numerous  to  form  a  society.  They  li.ivc  a  chapel, 
which  vrai  erected  many  years  since  on  a  piece  of  grouml  n(ijr»iuing  the 
site  of  u  larger  mcctiug-boiisc  then  taken  down  in  consequence  of  its 
being  in  a  ruinous  condition.  Tho  last  Unitarian  minister  at  Tbtncss  was 
tlie  Rev.  J.  C.  WaIlac6,'now  of  Ware1iam»  who  settled  here  in  1823,  and 
iwnafaMd  a  few  ycaia  with  the  hope  of  revlviiig  the  society.  The  first 
minister  of  the  present  cliapel  was  the  Bor.  W,  Johns ;  after  tliis  gentle- 
BNUi  leftp  the  Unitarians  are  said  to  have  been  without  a  minister  nearly 
t\^-cnty  years.  In  the  list  of  ministers  who  officiated  in  the  old  building,  I 
have  Francis  Whiddoii,  Samuel  MuUiii«,  Tbnmns  Edgely,  Henry  Atkins, 
Samticl  Carkeet,  Thomas  Hancock,  John  Rcynoll,  Tlvoinas  Chapman, 
Jaxxih  IlaycH,  and  Ilcnry  ikiynham^ — aiO!»t  uf  wliom  ranked  among  the 
firmest  and  most  enlightened  friends  of  truth,  virtue,  and  Kherty,  in  the 
Weatof  Ingiand.  The  ehapd  is  at  present  lot  to  another  dunmihuitlon  of 
Christiaiis. 
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"Thi  histoiyof  the  city  of  Exeter  is  lost  in  the  remotest  antiquity. 
Wlthonft  rectmring  to  unanthentieated  legendi  and  romantic  traditions 
of  Tngan  fonoden  and  Trojan  goTemot^  Exeter  may  Justly  boast  of 
having  been  a  very  considerable  Roman  station.  Its  beautifiil  and 
commanding  position,  its  rapid  and  navigable  river,  the  salubrity  of 
the  climate  and  the  fertility  of  the  sommnding-  count wuukl  natu- 
rally arrest  the  attention  of  the  judicious  and  enterprising  liouiana. 
By  them  it  was  called  Isca  Daumonioruni 

**Tlic  city,  exclusive  of  the  suburbs,  is  about  u  uiile  and  u  halt"  in 
<  ire  iinireronce.  At  an  early  period,  it  was  divided  into  four  wards  or 
(|u  irtt  r-^ — Eaist,  West,  North,  and  South;  but  the  castic  was  not  in- 
eluded  in  this  division.  By  the  charter  of  King  Charles  I.  the  city  is 
governed  by  the  mayor,  assisted  by  the  recorder  and  eight  ald0Dnen» 
(who  are  justices  of  the  peace,)  and  fifteen  corumon  council-men. 

"  Few  towns  of  the  same  size  can  boast  of  so  many  churches  as 
Exeter.  Besides  the  cathedral  and  some  ancient  chapels,  there  are 
no  less  than  eighteen  parish  churches  in  the  city  and  its  immediate 
soburbt.  Very  few  of  these  edifices  contribute  in  any  degree  to  Che 
embellishment  of  the  dty.  Generally  speaking*  they  are  mean  in 
appearance,  half  concealed  by  other  buiMuigs,  and  present  little  to 
arrest  the  notice  of  the  curious  antiquarian.  MTith  such  a  magmfieent 
model  as  the  caAedrsl  in  fhe  heart  of  Exeter,  it  is  matter  of  astooishF 
ment  to  strangers  and  Tisiten,  that  a  better  style  of  architecture  does 
not  present  itself  in  the  parish  churches.  But  it  should  be  observed, 
that  several  of  these  churches  are  of  a  date  prior  to  the  cathedral. 

"Though  Exeter  is  no  longer  the  key  and  bulwark  of  the  West  of 
England,  by  the  strength  of  licr  fortilkutions — though  she  has  ceased 
to  be  the  great  mart  of  our  staple  < ommodity — ^though  she  cannot 
boast  of  being  the  theatre  of  maiu  brilliant  oxjdoits  in  the  page  of 
English  annals — though  she  contains  not  the  sepiilrhres  of  nny  of 
those  illustrious  heroes  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  our  Ciiristianity, 
our  monarchy,  and  our  constitution — she  is,  nevertheless,  the  ornament 
and  the  first  dty  of  the  West,  in  dignity,  antiquity,  and  beautiful  situa> 
tion." — Oliver. 

Fopulation  in  18U,*-18,896;  m  1881,— S3,47ds  in  1831»— 08,301. 
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In  the  early  history  of  Dissent  few  places  are 
more  frequently  mentioned  than  the  city  of  Exeter. 
Ten  mini-sicrjj  were  ejecteil  from  lis  parishes  by  the 
Act  of  Unifonnity^  and  it  was  the  rallying  place  of 
many  others  who  lost  their  livings  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  Nonconformists  Memorial  furnishes  an 
account  of  more  than  a  hundred  confessors,  at  this 
critical  period,  within  ilie  l)orders  of  the  count)  of 
Devon.  Many  resorted  to  £xeter«  and  employed 
tliemselves  soon  after  the  memorable  Bartholomew 
Day  in  forming  congregations,  notwithstanding  the 
more  dian  usual  severi^  of  the  magistrates.  At 
ISrst,  small  parties  of  the  adherents  of  the  ejected 
pastors  assembled  privately  in  the  houses  of  the 
more  courageous,  anxious  tohear,  though  by  stealth, 
the  prayers  and  exhortations  of  the  men  whose 
labours  had  already  largely  promoted  their  spiritual 
improvement.  And  as  brighter  times  arrived,  they 
lost  no  opportunity  of  forming  themselves  into  dis- 
tinct societies,  and  manifesting  openly  their  attach- 
ment to  the  cause  they  had  cherished,  at  the  hazard 
of  t}i(  ir  worldly  possessions  and  personal  safety. 

The  congregation  now  assembling  in  Georges 
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Meetlug  consists  partly  of  the  descendants  of  live 
ancient  sociuiirs.  Their  phices  of  worship  were 
called  James  s  Meeting,  Bow  Meeting,  Castle  Lane 
Meeting,  Mint  Meeting,  and  the  Little  Meeting. 
The  first  three  appear  to  have  been  built  about  the 
same  time,  for  the  use  of  the  original  Noncon* 
ioiiuists,  probably  us  soon  as  the  law  permitted. 
Jamcs*s  Meeting  was  so  called  in  consequence  of 
the  declaration  of  Indulgence  by  James  the  Second; 
it  was  reliju[uished  and  converted  into  dwelling- 
houses  in  1760,  the  year  in  which  Georges  was 
opened.  Bow  Mueting  ua.s  tak(n  down  in  17ii5; 
the  congregation,  into  whose  hands  it  had  iallen, 
then  built  the  Independent  chapel  in  Castle  Street; 
in  liie  preceding  year  the  Western  Unitarian  Society 
held  their  fourth  annual  meeting  in  the  old  building, 
intitafim  of  the  Trustees.  Of  the  Castle  Lane 
Meeting  the  accounts  are  very  scanty ;  it  originally 
belonged  to  the  Independents ;  what  became  of  the 
place  of  worship  docs  not  appi'ar.  On  tin:  removal 
of  Mr*  Kobert  Atkinson,  about  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  the  congregation  united  with  the 
others.*  The  Mint  Meeting  was  built  by  the  ad- 
herents of  Mr.  Peirce  and  Mr.  Uallet,  in  1719,  in 
consequence  of  the  memorable  division  on  the  Tri- 
nitarian question.    Their  exertions  were  followed 

•  Tlic  fouiidci  ul  this  cuiiirrcKation  was  the  celebrated  Lewb  Stucklcy» 
iiu  ejected  milliliter.  He  wiia  snccee<leU  by  Mr.  Peter  JtUard,  who,  after 
IMag  »  thort  time  «t  Exeter,  removed  to  Credtton,  and  >utMoqucntIy 
to  BrisfeoL  Hie  next  and  only  other  miuisler  beudes  Mr.  Atkinton  wm 
Mr.  George  Denlmrj»  U  wboto  time  there  were  about  four  hundred  hcar- 
erKr— Bn^.  IfnA,,  126. 
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by  those  of  ministerB  of  kindied  sentimarts  till 

1810j  when  the  chapel  was  sold  to  the  Wesley ans, 
who  took  it  down  and  erected  a  new  one  on  the 
same  spot.  Of  the  Little  Meeting  there  are  ateo 
but  few  particulars ;  it  was  situated  nearly  opposite 
the  Friar  8  Oate,  in  Holloway,  and  appears  to  have 
been  closed  soon  after  the  opening  of  George's. 
The  localities  of  the  Bow,  Mint,  and  Castle  Lane 
buildings  are  indicated  by  their  respeetive  names. 
George's  Meeting  is  situated  in  South  Street,  near 
the  South  Qate,  and  derived  its  name  from  its  being 
built  at  the  time  George  the  Third  came  to  the 
crown.  At  this  period  the  congregation  and  their 
pastors*  manifested  an  extraordinary  anxiety  to  be 
noted  for  their  loyalty. 

From  this  brief  account  of  the  meeting-house^  we 
jproceed  to  the  general  history  of  the  Exeter  Disseni- 
ers.  For  many  years  before  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  Uniformity,  Presbyteriaaism  maintained  an  almost 
undivided  sWay  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood. 
There  were  a  few  independents  who  had  ministers 
of  their  own  persuasion,  officiating,  like  tlioee  of  the 
more  numerous  denomination,  in  the  cathedral  and 
the  various  parish  churches.  Among  these  two 
bodies  of  Christians  great  harmony  prevailed;  a 
well-attended  Tuesday's  lecture,  set  on  foot  by  Mr. 
Ford,  was  conducted  by  all  the  ministers  of  the  city 
in  their  turn ;  and  each  church  altenwtely  had  cooi- 

*  One  of  the  Rev.  M.  Towgood's  works  ia  an  diriianite  aCMttilt  t»  Am 

that  the  DissGiitcm  had  the  chief  hand  iii  reprobating  the  cxccotioa  oC 
Chai'les  the  Pint,  and  procuring  the  restoration  of  Ms  wo. 
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mimi<iB8  once  a  fortnight,  in  which  the  members  of 
the  other  eongregations  were  invited  to  participate. 

This  union  not  only  preserved  harmony  among  the 
Prest^iian  and  Congregational  denominatione» 

but  enabled  them  to  diminish  more  effectually  tlie 
influence  of  those  enthu&ia&ts  in  the  city«  by  whom 
oidiiiaiioeB  of  all  kinds  were  d^ounoed*  and  many 
other  wild  notions  industriously  propagated.  From 
1660  to.  1662,  the  established  ministers  pursued 
dieir  eoirnes  of  usefiilness  with  great  quiet  and 
comibrt.  Then  came  those  arbitrary  laws  which, 
though  aiming  to  make  the  ftath  and  worship  of 

Christians  uniform,  produced  the  most  lamentable 
divisions.  Most  of  the  ministers  who  were  now 
i^eoted  from  their  livings  at  Sxeter  were  willing  to 
make  large  concessions  on  points  of  ceremony  and 
clniieb  discipline,  but  they  could  not  sweaar  their 
nnfeigned  assent  to  all  and  every  thing  contained  in 
a  book  which  they  had  not  even  time  to  examine. 
Vein  ware  aU  their  declarations  of  loyalty  to  the 

king's  person  and  government;  vain  their  appeals  to 
the  success  which,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  had 
followed  thmr  spiritual  labours.  The  officers  to 
whom  their  remonstrances  were  made>  intoxicated 
wi&  their  newly-acquired  power,  or  influenced  by 
the  prevailing  infatuation^  shewed  no  mercy  to  the 
unfortunate  pastors,  and,  in  many  eases,  granted  less 
indulgence  than  evm  the  law  was  willing  to  allow. 

The  most  eminent  of  the  ministers  fur  exertions 
and  sufferings  were  Ford,  Stuckley,  Atkins,  B^tlelt, 
Gaylard,  Serle,  Hallet,  Hoppin,  and  Trosse.  Ford 
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and  Studder  were  ejected  fron  the  Cathedral; 

Aikifi^,  from  St.  John*  Church :  Bartlett,  from 
St.  Marr's  in  the  Moor:  Garbid.  frini£de;  Serle. 

irc~  PIviHj  :<  L  .  Hj^llvt,  from  Chisel  bo  rough,  in 
Donetshiie;  and  Uoppn  and  Tmee,  from  colleges 
at  Oxfoird.  Of  these  minttters,  fife  remained  in  and 
near  ilxeter  by  rirtue  of  their  previous  connexion 
with  their  flocks :  the  otheis  were  led  to  seltie  here 
hw  fierseciitieii  elsewhere,  the  prospeet  irf  tiving 
with  frieTic!^  or  inntalions  from  newlj-fonned  so- 
cieties. These  societies*  as  I  have  intimated*  sprang 
into  existence  iiiinieiiiately  on  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  Unifofmitj.  The  majority  the  adherents 
of  the  ejected  rainisteTs  assembled  at  the  nsml 
times,  though  in  dillerent  places^  eyery  Lord  s  day. 
But  there  wore  a  lew,  who,  thoo^  professedly  b^ 
longing  to  the  ereneral  body,  contented  themselves 
with  att^^nding  the  week-day  services  of  Uie  Dis- 
senleie*  and  receiving  the  Lord  s  Supper  in  iheir 
meeting-bouses.  The  latter  class  were  encouraged 
by  several  of  the  Exeter  ministers,  who  refused  to 
conduct  public  worship  at  the  time  of  its  cdebrBlton 
in  tlie  parish  church,  where  they  often  attended, 
desiring  by  this  occasional  conformity  to  manifest  a 
catholic  spirit,  and  obtain  toleration,  if  not  compre- 
hension, from  the  government.  But  in  1G64  the 
Parliament  passed  the  Conventicle  Act,  by  which  it 
was  decreed,  that  ail  who  should  attend  Dissenting 
worship,  in  the  presence  of  more  than  five  personSt 
should  be  subject,  for  the  first  offience  to  three 
months  imprisonment,  fur  the  second  to  six,  and 
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for  the  third  to  seven  years'  traiisi>ortatiou ;  the 
penalty  of  an  escape  firom  the  latter  sentence  being 
death  without  benefit  of  clergy!  Yet  so  raolute 
were  the  Noncouformist  societies  at  Exeter,  that 
this  cruel  act  did  not  dissolve  them.  Mr.  Trosse 
and  other  ministers  occasionally  preached  with 
much  earnestness  and  acceptance;  and.  notwith- 
standing the  great  power  entrusted  to  sherifls  and 
justices  of  the  peace,  they  generally  avoided  punish- 
ment.* This  course  they  pursued  amidst  all  the 
subsequent  persecutions.  In  1668,  new  severities 
were  introduced,  and  many  private  meetings  ot  Dis^ 
semters,  which  had  been  held  by  connivance,  were 
broken  up;  in  1670,  the  Couvenlicle  Act  amis  re- 
vived with  additional  rigour,  the  e&cts  of  which 
produced  one  loud  cry  of  distress  from  every  part 
of  the  kingdom ;  the  jails  were  crowded ;  informers 
were  every  where  pursuing  their  vile  occupation; 
Roldiers  were  invading  the  peace  and  plundering  the 
property  of  Dissenters,  on  pretence  of  searching  for 
conventicles ;  while  the  king  and  his  court,  bidding 
defiance  to  all  virtue,  and  intent  only  on  their  own 

• 

*  "I  praadied  onoe  every  week,  (says  BCr.  Troese,)  and  admiiiieterail 
the  Huanundat  every  montlv  In  tiie  midat  of  WoleDtpeiMcntioiu,  in  private 
honsesy  eometimcs  by  day  and  MNoctimcs  by  night*  eomctimes  to  a  amaller 
and  at  other  timea  to  R  greater  corapany.  For  a  long  time  together  I 
prcachol  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city,  every  Wcdncsilny,  about  two  Or 
three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  a  very  cnnsirlcrahlc  society,  which 
fillM  two  chambers.  This  could  not  but  be  ol>vcr\  ctl  1»y  the  Church  i)arty  ; 
Juit  for  a  considerable  wliile  we  continued  without  dt'?t'tr!mnre ;  till  at 
Icagtli  a  inagisUatc  came  upon  ns,  and  found  m  aj.acinl>ril.  liut,  by  Gotl'a 
good  providoncQy  I  escaped,  tbo'  very  narrowly.  For  I  got  into  another 
chamber,  where  I  was  hid »  and  thougb  I  wa«  diligcutly  sought  for,  and 
every  coffer  opened,  yet  oouM  fhcy  not  find  ntc.*'— Zr(/«  ^  TVome,  p.  91. 


Digiiized  by  Google 


376 


guiHy  plenanm,  tvned  «  deaf  mt  to  tlie  eomphmito 

C'f  the  sufferers.    Yet  still  the  Dissenters  of  Exeter 


now  chiedy  bound  together  by  the  ties  of  faith  and 
love»  formed  an  interesting  and  iar  from  powerless 
porticni  of  the  Christian  dmrch. 

In  1672,  when  CTiarles  the  Secoinl  pretended  to 
compassionate  the  Nonconfonnists,  the  pastors  in 
this  city  obtained  a  transient  relief.  Mr.  Trosse, 
though  suspecting  that  the  king  was  indirectly  en- 
deaTouring  to  bring  back  Popeiy«  thought  it  his 
duty  to  accept  a  license.  The  Independent  congre- 
gation^ served  by  Mr.  Stuckley,  applied  to  his 
Majesty  for  a  similar  act  of  fii?our.  It  was  part  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government  that  such  apj)lications 
should  be  made ;  and  various  eminent  Dissenters  in 
Lmidon  were  ^ployed  to  write  to  their  country 
brethren  on  the  subject.  The  ioilowing  documeut<i 
will  shew  the  reader  how  the  aftur  was  managed: 

LetUr  Jrmn  Mr,  Butier,  of  Lottdim^  to  a  DmetUtr  m 

ike  Cmmiry.^ 


I  AM  iiol  viindiMifiil  of  friends,  and  therefim  thrnight  good  to 

offere  my  sctn  ice  to  jou  and  aii^'  of  vour  brethren,  in  order 
to  procuring  liceuses.   [They]  Shall  cost  uothmg.    Our  Iiou- 

•  The  name  of  the  Dineoter  in  the  oonntix  I  have  not  been  able  to  aa« 
certain ;  be  probaUy  lived  fai  leaiflaahlre.  The  docomenta  are  aeleded 
from  a  curious  MS.  note-book,  containing  a  vast  fimd  of  iuformatiaa 
lating  to  the  al&irs  of  the  Dissenters  from  1662  to  1673.  For  the  use 
which  I  have  made  of  this  book  I  am  indeht^d  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  J. 
S.  Smallfield,  of  Uomerton,  into  whose  pussession  it  Gum  a  abort  tune 
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4m  mlnlwUini  hteve  rttmsd  thaalnti  sad  iMtl  lum  slMdj 
takea  out  tirair  Hoensoi.   Its  expected  that  someth:  by  way  of 

addresso  be  sent  from  those  iu  the  countrey.  2  exiimples  I 
have  sent  you,  coppyed  by  my  mcu  from  the  originall;  the 
plaoes  must  be  meutioaed  and  so  lioenaed,  the  Damftof  the  min- 
ister and  his  Penmaaioiiy  and  ao  be  wid  not  onl/  be  lioenaed  to 
thk  place,  bnt  to  all  pluoes  whatever  we  have  licensed.  If  yoa 
please  you  may  direct  your  letter  to  meti  iu  little  St.  iielleus  in 
Hishopgate  Street. 

I  am 

your  loving  fnend^ 

Nicholas  Butler. 

To  ike  Khtgn  moU  excelleni  maietlk. 

The  cordial  ackoowledgement  and  humble  petition  of  a  church 

of  Christ  in  £xeter. 

Hnmbly  aheweth, 

That  your  maiesties  late  Declara:  of  the  siispention  of  the 
execution  of  the  penal  statutes  against  NoiudnfonTiity  iu  places 
your  ma^«  shall  approve  of  hath  abundautly  refreshed  our 
wemj  ifiritSy  hath  given  ns  great  indneemenls  to  blese  God  in 
jonr  ma^**  befaalf  and  hath  laid  on  na  ihe  deepest  obUgatioiis 
to  serve  jonr  ma^  w^  onr  Ityes  and  ibrtanee.  We  cannot  but 
looke  ou  your  ma^'^*  as  the  breath  of  our  nostrils,  as  the  Repairer 
of  our  breaclifs  and  a  restorer  of  our  paths  to  dwell  iu. 

May  it  please  your  ma^*^  so  fur  to  condescend  to  your  ma^'*^ 
IStttbfol  and  Loyal  mibject%  as  to  give  your  Royall  grant  A 
hyoatf  that  Mr.  Lewk  Stnkekj  be  aDowed  bjr  jonr  na^  to  be 
our  teacher,  in  an  boose  belonging  to  Mr.  Nicbolae  Sawney 
in  the  said  citty  of  Exeter.  And  the  said  Mr.  Stukeley  & 
your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray  for  your  ma^«*  long,  prosperous 

siflce.  It  b  pertiealarly  rich  in  records  of  the  earliest  proceedings  of  the 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Nonconformists — records,  of  which,  with  the 
pcrTnii'Mion  of  tho  owner,  I  shall  avail  myself  with  a  view  tO  the  egtfntioo^ 
at  toBie  future  p&dod,  oL  my  historical  undertaking. 
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6l  peaarahk  raigne^  and  tkat  God  woM  be  plctMed  to  nqviU 
yoar  wom^  renMaboing  of  as  in  our  lov  oooditioii. 

[Signed  bj  thm^  -eigbt  peraons.] 

In  l€73,  the  declaration  of  indulgence  was  wHIk 

drawn,  hauncr  coiitiuued  iu  forte  uuly  about  sixteen 
months.  Mr.  Trosse  immediately  "desisted  from 
public  preaching  on  the  Lords  day,  and  frequented 
Xbc  prelatical  assemblies  with  great  constancy."* 
He  probably  coincided  with  the  mistaken  opinion 
exprcisscd  by  Aldemuiii  Love,  an  eminent  Dissenter, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  it  was  better  for 
the  Dissenters  again  to  have  their  liberties  abridged, 
tliuu  for  the  Catholics  to  be  protected  by  their 
shield.f  This  forbearance,  however,  did  not  con- 
ciliate the  High-Church  party ;  the  bishops  and 
magistrates  became  more  veliemeiit  than  ever  against 
the  Nonconformists;  and  the  King,  piqued  by 
the  ill-success  of  his  scheme  in  liivour  of  Popery, 
issued  a  proclamation  for  putting  the  act  against 
Conventicles  in  full  force.  During  the  inteiral 
of  its  suspension,  Mr.  Hallet,  who  had  been  ejected 
from  a  living  in  Dorsetshire,  accepted  an  invitation 
from  Olio  of  the  Kxeter  societies; — the  following 
memorial  bears  wituess  to  the  immediate  revival  of 
the  persecuting  spirit: 

**  <)u  Monday  last,  the  2*^<>  mstant,  according  (o  the  order  of 
iliu  Mu)  ur  uiid  Jub(ic<*s  u(  the  city  uf  Exon,  Mr.  Joseph  HuUct 

*  Lifv  u£  Xi'owtc.  t  >ii:ai  B  lii&tory  of  the  i*uiiUas. 
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Mr.  John  Mmer  ntvpcared  before  them  «t  the  GtriMhall, 
(aome  hundreds  of  people  hrifi*r  ]>rc«»on(,)  whore  it  was  swum 
nguinst  theni  by  two  witiiehscH,  produced  hy  one  (^oidd,  nn  in- 
former, (hat  at  Mr.  Palmer'a  house  the  said  Mr.  Mallet  did 
preiicb,  near  200  persons  being  present  The  said  Mr.  Palmer 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Hallet  pleaded,  in  justification  of  the  fiict,  the 
King's  deelaration  of  license,  which  they  desired,  again  and 
again,  might  bo  i>nbliely  read,  but  tuuid  nut  obtain  it.  The}- 
much  iusi-sted  iipmi  tlio  King>  an tliurity,  which  was  (they  ap- 
prehended) a  snfBcient  wamuit  for  what  thejr  did.  Bot  this 
argnment  vonld  not  be  beard,  the  Mayor,  Deputy  Reeoidcr, 
Juatiees,  and  three  hmycrs  more  called  in  to  their  assistance, 
telling  the  said  Mr.  Hallet  and  Mr.  Plslmer  that  the  King  bad 
no  snch  autliority  in  mat  fern  ecclesiastical,  it  luing  against  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  To  which,  aiti  r  it  had  been  answered  that 
in  that  very  Act  of  Parliament  ecclesiastical  power  was  acknow- 
ledged to  the  King  bjr  a  proviso,  and  that  His  Majesty  there- 
upon claimed  it  in  bis  declaration,  they  passed  to  another  alle- 
gation, viz.  that  the  King  had  revoked  the  dt  cUi ration  and 
licenses  by  taking  off  tiic  great  peal;  and  tliongli  it  was  answered 
the  privy  seal  and  His  Majesty's  hand  were  still  on,  the  great 
seal  being  put  on  some  months  after,  and  not  long  before  the 
parliament  sate  (which  the  Deputy  Recorder  denied),  yet  could 
nothing  avail ;  but  still  they  denied  His  Majesty's  authority  as 
to  the  liberty  he  granted,  and  so  proceeded  to  judge  the  evidence 
against  Mr.  Hallet  and  Mr.  raliut  i  to  bo  a  conviction,  and  ac- 
cordingly fined  them ;  so  that  they  are  iu  hourly  expectation  of 
baving  their  houses  rifled  and  their  goods  violently  carried  away. 

^  SImse  whicb  time  wananlB  are  granted  against  the  said  Mr. 
Hallet  and  Mr.  Palmer  for  £20.  eacb,  and  agamst  thirty-five 
peniuus  more,  and  the  c(^n*»table8  have  been  beveral  times  eu- 
d^vouriug  to  Uike  the  distresses." 
[Signed  by  ten  persons.]* 

•  Englbh  l*icbb)  teiian,  j>.  lOO. 
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From  this  year  (1673)  to  the  declaration  of  In* 

diligence  in  1687,  the  sufferings  of  the  Dissenters 
increased  to  a  degree  of  which  it  ia  difficult  to 
foiiu  an  adequate  conception.  Yet  Mr.  Trosse  and 
hi&  brethren  could  not  refrain  irom  doing  all  in 
Aeir  f>ower  to  keep  alive  the  love  of  spiritual  free- 
dom and  the  desire  for  moral  and  religious  improve- 
ment which  still  prevailed  in  their  scattered  flocks. 
The  time  of  their  greatest  danger  was  that  of  tiie 
accession  of  James  the  Second.  Though  they  had 
been  harassed  by  frequent  fines  and  the  constant 
fear  of  informers,  during  fourteen  long  years,  they 
proceeded  with  comparative  security  till  the  death 
of  Charles*  when  those  bloodhounds  of  persecution 
which  before  had  only  bayed  at  a  distance,  were  let 
loose  in  every  part  of  the  country.  It  was  under- 
stood at  Exeter,  that  the  surest  way  to  obtain  the 
favour  of  the  new  monarch  was  to  crush,  without 
mercy,  all  the  advocates  of  freedom,  and  espedally 
the  undaunted,  noble-minded  Nonconforniists.  Ac- 
cordingly, Trosse,  Serle,  Gaylard,  Hoppin,  and 
HaUet,  were  all  seized  on  frivolous  pretences,  and 
committed  to  prison.  These  ministers  were  pro- 
bably not  exposed  to  all  the  hardships  of  the  prisons 
of  this  dreadful  time;  their  connexions,  in  private 
life,  with  the  magistrates  and  other  leading  men  in 
the  city,  procured  them  some  abatement  of  the  usual 
rigour;  and  from  Mr.Trosse's  own  account  we  learn 
that  fourteen  wealthy  friends  alternately  sent  them 
a  plentiful  dinner  evezy  day.  But  the  punishment 
was  still  dangerously  severe;  the  sufferers  had  been 
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accustomed  not  only  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  air 
and  exeic]se«  but  to  possess  in  their  own  homes  all 
the  comforts  of  life;  nor  were  they  insensible  to  the 
degradation  of  being  contined  in  the  bame  buildings 
with  the  moat  hardened  criminals*  to  whose  de- 

piaved  and  wicked  convLrsatioii  tliey  were  perp^ 
tually  obliged  to  listen.  Tiie  illegality  of  Mr. 
Trotse*s  commitment  is  shewn  in  the  Allowing 
passage,  taken  from  his  life: 

**  We  held  our  meeting  on  MondajB^  in  the  aftenuxm,  aboat 
two  o'dock^  m  a  plaoe  very  private  and  eecnie,  as  we  thonglit, 
to  whieh  were  several  paaiages ;  and  some  came  one  way  and 

some  another  to  it,  and  in  a  small  nninber,  that  we  might  the 
be  tier  avoid  discovery.  And  we  met  in  those  times  of  danger 
only  to  pray  together.  But  Ikow  cloeely  and  prudently  soever 
we  tbongkt  we  earned  it,  we  were  diaoovered  by  a  malignant 
neighboor^  wbo  went  and  inibnned  against  ns  to  the  magfetrates^ 
wbo  were  then  at  feast  with  the  mayor  of  the  eity.  Hereup<:)u, 
no  less  than  three  magistrates,  with  constables,  and  some  of  the 
baser  and  ruder  s<  >rt,  ciimo  to  find  ua  out,  and  seize  us.  After 
tl^y  had  searched  an  house  or  two,  at  length  they  discovered 
oar  Uttie  meetings  and  ibmid  abont  twenty  people,  of  whom 
^uree  were  aged  ministeiBi  and  X  the  yooagest  of  tbem.  They 
gave  Q6  hard  language,  and  treated  ns  as  if  we  had  been  the 
worst  of  malefactors.  'I  hc  miuisters  were  conuuiited  to  the 
care  of  the  constables,  to  be  by  them  conducted  to  one  of  the 
magistrate's  houses;  where,  after  awhile,  we  were  sentenced  to 
be  aent  to  gad^nnless  we  woald  take  the  oath,  wkkAi  has  diese 
dfWM  in  k,  (via.)  'Thatitiaimbnrliilapoiiaaypretfliiotida^ 
aoever  to  take  np  arms  agslntt  the  King,  or  anj  commissioned 
hy  him ;  and  that  we  will  not  endeavour  any  alteration  of  go- 
vernment, either  in  Church  or  State/  We  refused  that  oath. 
As  to  my  own  part,  I  declared  my  resolution  not  to  take  it, 
beaanae  by  it,  ander  Mme  eirconatances  which  by  the  provi* 
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deoee  of  God  miglit  atttod  me,  I  nqght  swetr  sgBunt  my  dirij. 
I  olferccl  mvetel  instMiees  and  reMOns  winch  made  me  scrapie 

takinu  lliat  outh,  but  could  receive  no  ^»:itmfactorv  answer.  Then 
1  desired  thnt  I  might  be  allowed  to  put  ia  the  word  (luilaw- 
fnll j),  and  eo  1  would  take  the  oath :  for  I  was  ready  to  declare 
that  I  would  not  milawfollj  endeavour  anjr  alteration  of  govern- 
ment. Bnt  they  tdd  me,  they  coild  not  lavonr  me  in  diat  par- 
ticiilar,  but  I  must  take  it  verbatim,  as  it  was  in  the  Act.  ^^'l^ch 
1  told  tliem,  1  cuiild  by  ii"  ineuus  do.  They  theu  replied,  Vou 
must  go  to  piidou.  1  pleaded,  that  the  Act  did  not  extend  to 
me,  neither  were  they  obliged  to  propose  the  oath  to  me,  because 
the  law  expressly  says, — *  That  he  mtist  either  be  a  non-confor- 
mist, tamed  oot  for  non-conformity,  or  one  eonvlcted  of  keeping 
Conventicles.'  Now  I  was  obnoxious  upon  neither  of  these' 
accounts;  for  1  never  hnd  a  benefice  tu  be  turned  out  of,  neither 
was  ever  legally  convicted  of  keeping  Convcntich^s ;  but  tho'  I 
was  not  included  in  the  Act,  yet  they  committed  me  to  prison, 
without  any  law  to  warrant  what  they 

The  dedaration  of  Indulgence  by  James,  though 

viewed  in  much  the  same  light  as  that  of  his  hrother, 
mitigated  the  hardships  of  the  Exeter  Dissenters, 
and  enabled  them  to  build  a  meeting-house.  But 
nothing  like  security  was  felt  till  some  time  after 
the  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  which  took 
place  in  the  following  year.  His  army  marched 
from  Torbay  to  ii^xeter,  and  here  his  memorable 
declaration  was  published.  But  the  whole  county 
was  still  so  terri£ed  by  the  executions  which  had 
followed  Monmouth  8  rebelli<m«  that  fo?  several  days 
very  few  joined  the  Prince.  The  bishop  (Lamplugh) 
fled  to  Loudon,  and  carried  intelligence  of  the  inva- 
sion to  the  courts  where  he  was  immediately  reward- 
ed  With  the  urchbibhopiic  of  York,  which  luid  long 
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been  kept  vacant,  with  the  intention,  as  was  univer- 
sally believed,  of  bestowing  it  on  some  Catholic.* 
Even  the  Dissenters  of  Exeter  received  the  Prince 
with  coldness;  and  while  the  Established  Clergy  re- 
fused to  hear  Bishop  Burnet,  the  Nonconfonnist 
Pastors  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Ferguson.  This  man  was  ejected  in  1662 
from  a  living  in  Kent ;  he  afterwards  followed  Lord 
Shaftesbury  to  Holland,  and  returned  to  England 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth ;  having  contrived  to 
escape  on  the  failure  of  the  hitter,  he  came  back 
in  the  train  oi  the  ii^rince  of  Orange.f  Clever  he 
unquestionably  was ;  but  those  who  knew  him  best 
had  the  lowest  opinion  of  his  moral  character.  On 
his  arrival  at  Exeter  he  expressed  a  wish  to  preach; 
the  Dissenters,  however,  refused  him  the  keys  of 
the  meeting-house.  "Then,  (he  exclaimed,  laugh- 
ing,) I  will  take  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  violence,** 
and,  calling  for  a  hammer,  he  broke  open  the  door 
with  his  own  hand,  forced  his  way  with  his  sword 
to  the  pulpit,  :|:  and  preached  from  Psalm  xciv.  16: 
"Who  will  rise  up  for  me  against  evil-doers?"  This 
proceeding  tended  to  injure  the  Princess  cause 
among  the  Dissenters;  yet  they  expressed  their 
willingness  to  support  him,  as  soon  as  they  became 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  views  and  saw  him 
surrounded  by  gentlemen  of  influence  and  charac- 
ter. 

*  Hum^s  Hiatory,  Vol.  vili.  p,  294. 

t  Moocon.  Mcili.|  Vol.  U*  p.  <iO. 

$  Htfleltai  MiaeellaDr.  Quoted  in  Eng.  Frctb^  p.  101. 

2c 
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Twenty-six  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniibrmity.  Several  of  thos« 
exeellent  men  who  hecame  ministerB  of  Hooooor 
formist  congregationii  at  Exeter,  in  consequence  of 
that  event,  had  entered  into  their  rest  Mr.  Hallet^ 
one  of  the  most  prominent^  was  drawing  near  the 
close  of  his  honourable  and  useful  life — ^happy  in 
believing  that  blighter  days  were  awaiting  the 
cause  he  loved.  He  died  in  1689,  and  \vab  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr*  G^rge  TroBsei,  one  of  the  ejected 
students.  This  minister  had  been  in  early  life  as 
noted  for  his  immorality  as  he  was  now  ica  his 
piety.  He  was  well  known  in  Exeter*  and  coaa^ 
tinued  to  preach  to  Mr.  Hallet  s  congregation  till 
his  own  death,  in  the  year  1713.  His  colleague 
was  a  son  of  Mr.  Hallet»  who  had  been  chosen  twe 
years  before  the  death  of  his  father,  and  was  one  off 
the  ministers  at  the  time  of  the  celebrated  contn>> 
▼ersy  which  ended  in  the  ejectment  of  himself  and 
Mr.  Peirce.  The  latter  came  in  1713,  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Trosse ;  and  the  other  Presbyterian  ministers 
at  this  remarkable  period  were  Mr.  Withers,  chosen 
in  1704  to  succeed  Mr.  Uoppin;  and  Mr.  Lavington, 
appointed  to  fill  up  another  vacancy  two  years  after 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Peirce.  The  Exeter  Noncon- 
formists were  now  numerous  and  powerful;  tb^ 
comprised  a  large  portion  of  the  most  religious,  in- 
dustrious, and  affluent  inhabitants;  many  were 
thriving  tradesmen  and  manufacturers,  whose  suc- 
cess in  the  world,  so  far  from  being  retarded  by 
their  opinions,  now  that  persecution  had  relaxed  its 
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hold,  was  rather  increased  by  the  freedom  and  en- 
terprise in  secular  concerns  which  those  opinions 
generated.  There  were  three  Presbyterian  congre- 
gations ;  two  had  their  two  respective  pastors ;  and 
the  third  was  ministered  to  by  each  of  the  foot 
minibters  in  rotation;  a  committee  of  thirteen  was 
entrusted  with  the  general  management  of  their 
emigregational  affairs-^ the  contributions  of  the 
whole  body  being  thrown  into  a  common  stock  and 
dnrided  equally.*  Hitherto  no  msterialdifference  had 
been  openly  avowed  with  regard  to  points  of  faith; 
the  more  abstruse  doctrines  had  not  been  ofien  intro^ 
duced  in  public,  and  those  who  questioned  them  in 
private  were  anxious  to  avoid  the  discredit  of  not 
believing  them;  each  minister  had  been  obliged  at 

his  ordination  to  sign  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  this  was  generally  deemed  a  sufiicient 
guarantee  for  the  orthodoxy  of  the  teachers.  But 
we  are  now  come  to  the  time  when  new  light  broke 
in  upon  the  minds  of  many,  and  all  old  tests  proved 
utterly  inefiTectual. 

•  *'  I  shall  here  take  occasion  (says  Mr.  Peircc)  to  speak  a  iittlc  of  thia 
committee  of  thirteen,  that  the  reader  may  onderttand  lomewhat  of  oar 
eotaOMkn,  At  tlie  llitt  liberty  of  ccmacieMe  gimnted,  if  I  am  rightly 
intoned,  by  King  James  II.,  it  wm  thoagbt  neGeasBiy  tbat  some  persons 
ilMMild  be  e|ipo)iited  to  take  oare  of  the  building  plioee  of  mnabip,  and 
oCber  temporal  aflyn  of  the  Dissenters.  The  numher  of  these,  by  I  know 
Tint  what  accident,  was  then  thirteen,  and  has  continued  so  ever  since. 
They  fill  up  their  number  themselves,  as  any  vacancy  happens.  Thh 
gave  great  uneasiness  to  some  of  the  jieople,  who  thought  it  was  regular 
they  should  he  chosen  by  the  whole  body.  They  were  never  intrusted 
with  any  thing,  that  I  can  understand,  but  the  care  of  our  temporul  affairs, 
tbo'  upon  this  occasion  they  thought  fit  to  astnme  another  Idnd  of  power, 
wItliOQf  wof  authority  from  the  body.**— ITisfcM  hqMihn,  p.  49. 

2  C  2 
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The  coDtroveisy  cammencfd  in  die  year  1717 
The  pai»ior6  were  Ballet,  Withers,  Peirce,  and 
LayingtoiL  LBnngton  was  the  only  one  who  had 
not  a  leaning  towards  liberal  views.  Those  views 
had  been  partially  adopted  in  Mr.  Hallets  academy; 
and  there  the  foundation  of  the  controversy  was  laid 
&o  early  a^i  the  year  1710.*  At  this  time  Mr. 
Whiston  coiresponded  with  the  tutor  s  eldest  son, 
by  whom  the  opinions  of  that  celebrated  man  were 
coniinuiucated  to  John  Fox,  another  inquisitive 
and  frcMiinded  student  His  own  account  is  too 
interesting  to  be  omiiicd. 

**  I  wns  more  intiiiiatc  wiih  him  (Bullet )  than  with  any  of  the 
rest  of  the  joang  men,  bat  knew  nothius  of  hu  notions  till  our 
ehm  wns  lectured  on  Fictet's  chapter  concerning  Ae  Trinitj. 
He  then  laid  severe!  books  tipon  that  subject  In  my  way,  which 

extremelv  surpriBed  lue,  for  1  hud  uKva\s  taken  this  ductrinc  for 
an,  ondoubted  truth,  which  wa:^  ucver  to  be  examined  or  ctiUad 
in  qoestion.  I  remember  what  startled  me  most  was  the  fiunops 
Mr.  Bourse's  answer  to  E^ljm.  At  that  time  I  bad  never  baud 
of  nther  of  tb«r  names,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  prosecation  of 
the  latter,  or  any  part  of  bis  stoiy,  and  therefore  could  not 
posbibly  have  any  bia.s  or  prejudice  npon  me.  But  the  bare 
quotations  which  Boyse  made  from  Emlyn,  iu  order  to  answer 
him,  seemed  tu  strike  so  strongiy  that  1  began  to  doabt  from 
that  moment,  notwithstanding  my  own  natuial  pr^udises  and 

•  At  Uiia  time  the  Academy  bad  not  bten  long  estaUlishcd.  Tijc  lead- 
ing incideiits  la  the  life  of  Mr.  Hallst^  Jan.,  Ih mg  mentkmed  in  (he  himarf 
of  the  oongregmlioa,  a  Mpaimte  memoir  win  not  bs  needed.  HiachsncMr 
as  a  teacher  has  been  drawn  bj  Mi,  John  Bo^  of  nymoaliv  la  p^sB  to 

which  I  shall  often  refer.  The  chief  faultt  hnpalsd  to  him  araaa  exxm* 
tive  U>vc  of  mmiitcrial  power,  and  a  dUposition  to  cherish  uufriind^  feei- 

ings  towanis  a  coiiaicicntious  opponent.  Yet  his  conduct  in  reference  to 
the  hAQtex  controvert  indicatci  the  iKmewion  of  many  exceltont  qoahtiii. 
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all  the  art  and  learning  of  Mr.  Bo^-sc.  We  were  alxuU  five  or 
six  of  ns  who  understood  one  another  m  thu)  afiaur,  but  we  ooi^ 
vened  with  great  oautioa  and  aeerasjr.'.'  * 

This  account  of  the  first  approach  to  reputed 

heresy  is  thus  corroborated  by  Mr.  Peirce: 

"The  common  vogue  of  the  people  ia,  that  there  was  nothmg 
of  this  doctrine  in  the  citv  boforc  mv  cominE:  into  it;  that  I  was 
the  first  who  brought  it  amoug  them;  and  :<l)iuidance  of  re- 
proaches and  untoward  wiibes  have  been  bestowed  upon  me 
fin*  this  canae.  But  there  is  no  truth  in  this  raport.  Dr,  Clarke, 
Mr.  fF'hkion^  and  other  writers  who  differ  from  the  common 
notion,  had  been  read  here  before  my  eoming ;  and  some  few  of 
the  people,  tho'  they  kept  it  to  them.selves,  had  long  before, 
only  reading  their  Bibles,  been  convinced  that  it  was  not  agree- 
able to  the  Scriptures."  f 

In  the  year  1715,  the  subject  began  to  be  much 
talked  of«  both  in  public  and  private.  The  Dei^ 
of  Christ  was  often  disputed,  particularly  in  the 
house  of  a  layman  who  boarded  some  of  Mr.  Hal- 
let's  pupils.  Rumours  that  three  of  the  ministers 
disbelieved  that  doctrine  and  secretly  opposed  it, 
were  circulated  among  the  citizens.^  In  1717#  the 
attention  to  the  question  had  become  so  general, 
and  the  suspicions  of  Mr.  Peirce*s  orthodoxy  so 

*  "  Memoirs  of  himself  by  Mr.  John  Fox,"  Mob.  Rem  VoL  xvi.  p.  131> 

t  Western  Inquisition,  p.  11. 

t  "  Account  of  the  Rcasoas  why  many  of  the  Citizens  of  Exeter  have 
withdrawn  from  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hallct  and  Mr.  James  Peirce,** 
p.  4.  This  **  Account"  and  "  the  Western  Inquisition"  supply  most  of  the 
information  in  the  next  few  pages.  The  latter  is  written  by  Peirce ;  the 
former  by  one  of  Ui  opponents.  I  shall  aim  to  state  swA  ikcti  as  are  ad* 
ndMed  on  botli  iMsb* 
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strong,  Uiaft  he  wis  anriied  to  by  durae  of  Us  most 

mliueiiual  friends  to  preach  a  sermon  on  the  satis- 
fiustioii  of  Ckiifii,  a  dodrine  which  they  thoti^ht 
must  "be  entirely  overthrown  by  a  denial  of  our 
Lords  deity.  With  this  request  Mr.  Peirce  com- 
plied; and  his  mode  of  treating  the  subject*  though 
till  liom  being  such  as  to  remove  all  fears  respect- 
ing the  soundness  of  his  own  creed,  tended  to  re- 
store peace  for  a  short  time.  But  the  seeds  of  die* 
sension  had  been  sown  in  a  favourable  soil ;  and 
many  circumstances  occurred  which  irritated  both 
parties,  and  appeared  to  render  a  public  collision 
unavoidable.  The  Exeter  Assembly  was  at  this 
period  a  very  important  body,  and  was  generaUy 
considered  entitled  to  take  cognizance  of  such  mat- 
ters. It  was  fully  expected  that  the  subject  would 
be  introduced  at  their  September  meeting  in  this 
year  (1717),  in  reference  to  the  case  oi  Mr.  Hubert 
Stngdon,  who  was  said  to  be  "very  bdd  in  hie 
errors.  '  and  yet  wanted  iiom  the  Assembly  a  certifi- 
cate for  his  ordination.*  But  the  breach  was  post-* 
poned  in  consequence  of  Stogdon*s  receiving  a  cep* 
tificate  irom  Hallet^  Withenit»  Aud  Peirce,  three 
months  before  the  meeting,  which  enabled  lam  to 
dispense  with  the  sanction  of  the  Assembly,  and  to 
be  ordained  among  a  people  in  Somersetshire  who 
had  invited  him  to  be  their  pastor.  Although  the 
granting  this  certificate  was  censuied  b)  the  ortho- 
dox«  all  parties  were  glad  to  get  Stogdon  out  of  the 
way ;  his  candour  in  searching  for  truth,  and  his 

*  See  Hiatory  of  the  Aahvick  congfcg^tiian. 
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manliness  in  avowing  his  opinions,  had  occasioned 

muoh  of  the  animosity  at  Exeter ;  and  af\er  he  was 
gone  there  was  another  transient  calm.  This  lasted 
about  three  months.  In  Jaiuuiry,  1718,  the  lay 
advocates  of  the  new  opinions  began  to  boast  of 
iheir  numbeis  and  their  strength  among  the  minia* 
tars,  even  defying  the  Assembly  to  take  cognizance 
of  it  "It  was  high  time  (saya  one  of  the  other 
party'*')  to  make  a  public  afiair  of  it ;  accordingly, 
the  committee  of  thirteen,  with  several  other  citizens, 
met»  and,  after  consulting  together,  deputed  four  of 

their  body  to  lay  the  state  of  the  city  before  their 
ministers^  and  to  desire  them  to  preach  in  defence 
of  the  Eternal  Deity  of  Jesus  Christ."  Mr.  Peiroe 
.  says  the  request  was  '*to  assert  the  eternity  of  the 
Son  of  God.^t  At  all  events,  he  acted  on  this  oe- 
casion  in  a  manner  which  no  one  who  values  Chris- 
tian Liberty  can  condemn.  He  thought  himself  as 
capable  of  choosing  proper  subjects  as  the  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  or  any  other  section  of  his  con- 
gregation. He  told  them  that  he  could  not  venture 
to  assert  any  tiling  of  God  which  he  did  not  per- 
eeive  he  had  asserted  of  himself.  However,  he  in- 
troduced the  subject  in  question  in  one  of  his 
subsequent  sermons.  To  many  persons  he  gave 
aatisfaetiim,  and  these  united  with  him  in  endeavour- 
ing to  restore  peace.  Stilly  there  were  a  few  under 
the  guidance  of  Lavington  and  two  or  three  country 
ministers,  who  continued  to  stir  up  strife. 

A  few  months  more  passed  away.    The  May 

*  AcoouBkof  RcMOBi^p.  6k  t  Wflttem  iBipiMitioiv  p.  50. 
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Amembly  (1718)  dispeised  without  Botking  the 

affair.  Six  weeks  of  the  months  of  July  and  August 
were  spent  by  Mr.  Peirce  in  London.    He  satisfieil 


i 
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remain  so.  Mr.  Lavingtuu,  huwever,  availed  him- 
self of  his  colleagues  abs^ce  to  promote  new 
schemes  of  discord.  He  jmned  with  Mr.  Ball,  of 
Honiton,  Mr.  Walrond,  of  Ottery,  and  beveral 
others^  in  excitiiig  the  Dissenters  of  the  West 

against  the  suspected  ministers.  Mr.  Pence,  on  his 
return,  found  "all  was  in  a  flame  again'';  the  here- 
sies  were  viewed  in  a  worse  light  than  ever*  and 
were  certainly  to  be  brought  before  the  Assembly 
in  September.  A  preliminary  meeting  was  held  on 
the  day  before  that  on  which  the  reverend  body  for- 
mally met,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  their  pro- 
ceedings. It  was  proposed  that  "the  growth  of 
Arianism  rendered  it  necessary  that  they  sliouid 
porge  themselves  and  clear  their  rq[»utation  to  the 
world."*  Some  one  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
Exeter  ministers  were  so  backward.  Mr.  Peirce 
replied^  that  he  could  not  speak  without  some  coop 
cern,  seeing  he  apprehended  they  were  about  to  sap 
the  foundation  he  stood  upon  as  a  Christian,  a  Pro- 
testant, and  a  Dissenter:  and  in  the  course  of  his 
speech  he  called  for  a  text  in  which  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  were  called  the  One  God* 
The  orthodox  party  only  answered  by  dwelling  upon 
consequences.  A  long  discussion  ensued,  in  the 
course  of  which  Mr.  Peirce  charged  a  minister 
"who  was  forward  to  answer  him"  with  the  absur- 
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dity  of  his  prayers,  which  he  had  heard  him  begin 
thus:  "O  Lord  God,  Jehovah,  we  know  thou  art 
Faliher,  Son,  and  Spirit — ^we  thank  thee  for  giving 
us  thy  Son — and  we  pray  thee  give  us  thy  Spirit." 
£veni  several  of  the  meet  orthodox  ministers  had 
objected  to  this  practice.  In  connexion  with  this 
circumstance,  Mr.  Peirce  notices*  an  accusation 
which  one  of  his  brethren  had  made  against  him, 
oi  not  giving  glory  to  the  Holy  Ghost  in  his  dox- 
okgies.  The  passage  affords  a  fidr  specimen  of 
the  objections  to  Mr.  Peirce,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  met: 

The  next  dme  wo  met  he  did  not  reprove  me  so  indiieetlyv 
but  downright  censured  my  practice.   I  pnt  it  then  to  him,  as 

I  used  to  do,  vrhetlier  he  liiid  any  scripture  example  for  giving 
glory  to  the  Holy  (ihost  hi  the  many  doxoldg'u'.s  extant.  His 
answer  waa,  that  he  did  not  suppose  he  was  left  out  iu  those 
doapolQgies,  as  tho'  the  Apoetlee  eerapled  the  giving  gloiy  to 
him ;  sod  that  certainly  we  might  as  weU  (^ve  glory  to  him  as 
baptize  in  hie  name.  I  told  him  I  enpposed  the  Apottlea  might 
understand  how  \o  draw  buch  a  consequence  as  well  as  we ;  and 
fiiuco  wc  do  not  find  they  ever  did  draw  it,  I  thonjrht  there 
could  be  no  necessity  for  it ;  and  that  ray  practice  of  giving 
gtoiy  to  the  Fatiier,  thro'  the  Son,  or  of  giving  glory  to  the  Son; 
was  soriptnial  and  miexoeptiooable." 

At  the  preliminary  meeting,  Mr.  Withers  made  a 
noble  speech  against  bringing  any  test  at  all  into 
the  Assembly,  iiiid  partieularly  against  the  ])roposed 
declaration — "1  believe  the  Father,  Word,  and 
Spirit  to  be  the  one  God.*'  On  the  following  morn- 

*  Wealem  Inquiiltfon,  p.  78. 
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ug  the  Assembly  met»  andw  after  prayer^  Mr.  J  dm 
Ball,  of  Honiton,  ccanraeaced  by  desiring  to  know 

whether  they  should  declare  against  the  errors  of 
those  who  denied  the  divinity  of  Uio  Saviour,  and 
made  a  motion  accordingly,  which  Avas  seconded. 
First,  there  was  a  long  debate  on  the  expedieney  of 
dificnasing  the  question,  which  being  affirmed,  it 
was  moved  that  the  particular  errors  and  heresies 
be  menUcned^  that  the  brethren  might  know  what 
they  had  to  declare  against ;  which  was  not  granted, 
it  was  next  resolved  that  the  Declaration  should  be 
concerning  the  errors  relating  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Trinity ;  and  then  followed  a  long  discussion 
on  the  grand  point,  **  Shall  a  declaration  in  words 
of  Scripture  be  considered  orthodox**;  "but  this 
point  (says  Mr.  Peirce)  could  by  no  means  be  ob- 
tained." Several  other  questions  were  proposed  in 
vain, — such  as  "the  use  to  be  made  by  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  l>eclarations  they  did  not  like; '  or  the 
proceedings  to  be  resorted  to  in  consequence  of  sueh 
declarations.  It  was  now  impossible  to  continue 
the  debate,  as  the  people  were  waiting  at  the  door 
of  the  meeting-house  to  hear  the  usual  lecture,  the 
time  for  which  was  fully  come ;  and  it  was  there* 
fore  agreed  that  each  minister  should  at  once  de- 

clare  in  wbatcvLr  words  he  thought  fit.  Mr.  Halle^ 
of  Exeter,  began;  he  was  followed  by  Mr.  Withers; 
and  next  came  Mr.  Peirce.  The  greater  part  of 
Mr.  Uallets  declaration  was  in  the  language  of 
Scripture ;  it  appears  that  he  believed  the  Father 
to  be  in  some  sense  Supreme,  yet  Christ  to  be  "  God 
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over  all,  blessed  for  evermore/  and  the  lluly  Giiutit 
la  be  God»  on  the  ground  that  "the  temples  of 
believeiB  ave  said  to  be  the  temples  both  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  of  God";  he  did  not  say  that  he 
believed  the  Holy  Ghost  to  be  a  being  distinct  from 
God,  forming  the  third  person  in  the  Trinity,  neither 
did  he  explain  the  sense  in  which  he  received  the 
word  God  when  applied  to  Christ;  he  c<mcluded  Us 
declaration  with  the  words  of  Mr.  Baxter:  *'Two 
things  have  set  the  Church  on  fiie«  and  been  the 
plagues  of  it  above  a  thousand  years ; — ^first,  enlarg- 
ing our  creed  and  making  more  iundamentals  than 
God  ever  made;  secondly,  composing  (und  so  im- 
posing) our  creeds  and  confessions  iu  our  own  words 
and  phrases/  &c*  Mr,  Withers  was  one  degree 
more  satisfiustory  to  the  dominant  party;  he  defined 
the  heresy  of  Arius,  and  sincerely  disclaimed  it ;  he 
declared  his  belief  that  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost  were  one  in  Deity,  nature,  essence,  and  sub- 
stance, but  that  the  New  Testament  and  the  moat 
primitive  Christian  writers  held  forth  a  distinction 
of  persons.  Mr.  Peirce  said,  "I  am  not  of  the 
opinion  of  Sabellins,  Arias,  Socinus,  or  Sherlock, 
i  believe  there  is  but  one  Ood^  and  can  be  no  more. 
I  believe  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghost  to  be  divine  per- 
sons, but  subordinate  to  the  Father:  and  the  unity 
of  God  is,  I  think,  to  be  resolved  into  the  Father^s 
being  the  fountain  of  the  divinity  of  the  Son  and 
Spirit.**  Some  of  the  ministers,  instead  of  making 
any  declaration  of  their  own,  expressed  their  agree- 
ment with  Mr.  Hallet ;  others  used  the  words  of  the 
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Aaaembly's  Catechism,  besides  a  great  variety  of 

phrases  of  their  own  invention ;  three  members  of 
the  body  refused  to  make  any  declaration  at  all, 
and  disowned  the  authority  of  any  body  of  men  to 
demand  their  opinion.  At  length  it  was  recorded 
by  the  Scribe,  at  the  dictation  of  Mr.  Layington, — 
"Tis  the  general  sense  of  this  Assembly — T/iat 
there  U  but  One  Living  and  True  God;  mid  thai 
Father,  Sen,  and  Hohi  Oho^  are  the  One  GML" 

No  objection  was  formally  made  by  the  Assembly 
to  any  of  the  declaratioiis.  The  ministers,  however, 
returned  to  their  homes,  with  the  belief  that,  not* 
withstanding  all  that  had  been  done,  Arianism 
would  spread.  And  so  it  did.  Soon  after  the  ac« 
count  of  the  discussion  was  conimunicated  to  the 
citizens,  the  Exeter  press  teemed  with  pamphlete  m 
defence  of  the  "new  heresy."  From  the  account 
given  by  the  Trinitarian  party,  it  appears  that  the 
authors  of  these  productions,  whose  names  were 
unknown,  held  most  of  the  opinions  of  the  modem 
Unitarians.  Many  of  the  disputants  on  this  side  of 
the  question  were  laymen.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that,  at  this  period,  their  sentiments  were  expressed 
with  much  greater  clearness  than  those  of  the  heto^ 

rodox  fniiiisters ;  Avhatever  were  the  actual  conclu- 
sions  to  which  the  latter  had  come  on  the  points  at 
issue,  there  was  great  ambiguity  in  some  of  their 
public  declarations.  They  were  certainly  inlluenced 
in  some  measure  by  the  dread  of  being  burthenad 
with  those  calumnious  accusations  which  have  been, 
in  all  agcb,  heaped  upon  men  who  have  ventured  lo 
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wander  from  the  beaten  trackb  of  theology,  and 
which,  at  the  time  in  question,  were  peculiarly 
dangerous  to  the  interests,  the  reputation,  and  the 
usefulness  of  Christian  ministers.  By  Mr.  Laving- 
ton  and  his  friends,  the  anonymous  pamphlets  to 
which  I  have  adverted  were  haislily  denounced  as 
blasphemous,  and  the  arguments  of  the  authors  were 
met,  sometimes  by  similar  weapons,  but  frequently 
by  fierce  invectives  and  threats  of  present  and 
eternal  punishment  It  was  impossible  that  the 
ministers  should  escape  the  storm ;  accordingly,  two 
months  after  the  Assembly  met,  the  comuuttee  of 
thirteen  once  more  applied  to  the  ministers  "to 
know  what  they  did  believe  about  these  matters 
themselves."  The  result  of  this  interview  and  other 
drcumstances  connected  with  it  were  so  unsatuEk 
factory,  that  "the  citizens  (to  use  the  words  of  the 
Trinitarian  writer)  thought  it  high  time  to  shift  for 
themselves,  and  sent  to  some  eminent  ministers  of 
London  for  advice,  whose  counsel  was, — to  call  in 
some  neighbouring  ministers,  who  could  best  judge 
of  these  matters  upon  the  place."  This  plan  was 
adopted;  the  ministers  met  and  drew  up  their  opi* 
nion,  which  was,  in  fact,  that  the  orthodox  ought 
to  separate  themselves  from  Messrs.  Peirce,  Hallet, 
and  Withers.  Withers  prevented  the  committee 
from  acting  upon  the  opinion  as  it  regarded  himself, 
by  giving  the  required  satisfaction ;  but  the  others 
conlintted  firm.  Accordingly,  the  day  after  these 
seven  ministers  liad  consulted  together,  and  formed 
the  above  resolutioiis,  three  of  the  four  proprietors  ot 
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the  chapels,  went,  in  their  own  name^  to  the  plsoi 

where  Messrs.  Peirce  and  Hallet  usually  pniached, 
and  took  the  keys  of  it  into  their  own  possession. 
They  sent  no  message  to  their  mimsters  to  infimn 
them  of  their  inteutious;  and  when  Mr.  Peirce 
appKed  to  one  of  them  to  know  what  he  was  to  do, 

ail  the  answer  he  could  obtain  was,  that  he  might 
p^'each  an  old  sermon  in  the  Little  Meeting.  The 
week  following,  a  general  meeting  was  held  of  all 
the  proprietors  or  trustees  of  the  three  chapels,  at 
which  they  came  to  a  resolution,  that  Messrs.  Petroe 
and  Hallet  should  preach  no  more  in  any  of  them 
Mr.  Peirce  complained  that  this  was  altogether 
nnfiur — that  the  seven  neighbouring  ministers  had 
all  along  been  decidedly  opposed  to  him — and  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  meeting-house  acted  by  them- 
sdres  and  did  not  call  the  people  together.  Thei^ 
were  forcible  objections;  but  it  was  urged«  on  the 
other  side,  that  conferences  had  on  Tarious  occasions 
been  declined  by  Mr.  Peirce,  and  that  the  proprie- 
tors not  only  "  thought  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity 
and  the  deity  of  Christ  were  too  great  matters  to 
be  offered  to  the  vote  or  made  the  subject  of  conten- 
tion," but  had  good  reasons  for  belieying  the  maj<K 
rity  approved  of  their  conduct. 

A  calm  review  of  the  whole  case  suggests  various 
apologies  for  the  part  which  was  acted  by  the  TrinK 
tarians.  They  attached  incalculable  value  to  their 
opinions,  and  saw  that  those  opinions  were  in  daaager 
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whom  they  invited  and  long  considered  orthodox. 
Tbey  also  saw  that  the  places  of  worship  which 
they  had  built  at  considerable  expense,  were  gra- 
dually becoming  subservient  to  the  dissemination  of 
▼lews  which  many  called  blas^emoua  and  &tal. 
Moreover,  their  fears  were  increased  by  the  well- 
known  SiLct,  that  what  they  deemed  heresy  was  not 
openly  ineolcated,  hut  that  some  firiends  of  Peiroe 
and  Hailet  carried  on  a  secret  mode  of  proselytizing 
which  appeared  likely  to  be  more  hurtful  to  their 
cause  than  open  warfare.  And  if,  on  oiw  side,  it 
be  asserted  that  Mr.  Lavington  and  his  party  were 
guilty  of  deceitful  transactions,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
on  the  other,  that  the  heterodox  occasionally  con* 
eealed  their  opinions  on  important  topics^  and  en* 
deavoured  to  give  them  a  popidar  colouring.  That 
the  heterodox  ministers  wished  for  peace  is  very 
evident ;  but  it  is  a  question  whether,  in  pursuing 
what  they  believed  to  be  a  Christian  object,  they  did 
not  sometimes  resort  to  unworthy  compromises. 
These  considerations  are  perfectly  compatible  with  a 
fiiU  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  in  which  they 
were  placed — with  high  admiration  of  many  parts  of 
their  conduct — and  with  a  firm  persuasion  that  tlie 
cause  of  religious  truth  and  religious  liberty  is 
deeply  indebted  to  them.  In  the  first  place,  they 
dared  to  inquire  and  decide  for  themselves,  when 
it  was  the  miiversal  custom  to  be  guided  implicitly 
by  established  formularies,  and  they  subsequently 
maintained  their  convictions,  and  advocated  the 
great  principle  of  the  sufiieieiicy  of  Scripture^ 


Digiiized  by  Google 


BXSTER. 


amidst  the  danKnm  fsf  ignofance^  prejudice,  and 

bigotry^  at  the  ribk  of  losing  friends^  reputatioiu 
means  of  Bubaistenc^*— indeed^  that  moat  nen 

value ! 

In  this  trying  emergency,  Mr.  Peirce  and  Mr. 
Hallet  were  supported  by  many  who  valued  their 

ministry  and  admired  their  general  conduct.  They 
therefore  immediately  formed  a  new  society;  and 
having,  with  much  difficulty,  procured  a  temporary 
place  of  worship,  it  was  opened  on  the  iiiieenth  of 
March,  1719,  the  first  Lords  day  afler  the  aject* 
ment.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Peirce; 
it  is  entitled  "The  £vil  and  Cure  of  Divisions/ 
and  while  breathing  a  generous  spirit  of  forbear- 
ance, inculcates  sentiments  of  Christian  liberty 
which  eaonot  be  too  much  admired.*    About  a 

*  The  foUowing  eartnct  will  shew  the  spirit  of  this  sermon :  "  In  short, 
wc  glory  not  in  men,  ancient  or  modem,  or  in  any  other  name  but  that  of 
riirist ;  his  discipU  s,  and  his  alone,  we  prctciul  to  he.  Wc  neither  do  nor 
will  call  any  man  upon  earth  Master.  Plain,  undib^-'DM  d  Christianity,  as 
'tis  contained  lu  the  Scriptures,  is  the  religion  we  prutess.  We  set  up  iu 
opposition  to  none,  but  arc  ready  to  receive  all  good  Christians,  and  join 
witii  10  flv  Mtbeir  iimidp  it  agrceible  toUie 
ing  to  that  alone  do  we  deaire  to  order  our  own. 

''It  haa  been  artfuUy  inrinnmted,  that  our  deiign  !•  here  to  preach  npon 
•pecidative  points,  and  to  teach  a  new  doctrine,  and  a  new  religion  ;  thaa 
which  nothhkg  it  further  from  our  intention.  Yoa  aui*t  bat  know,  that 
'twas  never  my  custom  among  you,  to  eiitt  rtnin  ttiv  auditors  with  abstruse 
matters  of  !i]jeculation  of  any  kind  ^  and  'twas  a  more  than  ordinary  impor* 
tunity,  that  prcvail'd  with  mc  twice  only  to  treat  of  such.  And  I  have 
much  satisfaction  iu  looking  back  upon  the  general  course  of  toy  preach- 
ing, which  has  been  dcsigu'd  to  explain  the  Uoly  Scriptures,  and  incnlcatc 
the  duties  and  virtuei  of  theChriitbn  life ;  nor  can  I  see  reawn  for  making 
any  attention  in  that  retpoot.  And  therdbre,  as  we  dreaded  the  ditirfon 
belbn  it  waa  aade^  and  were  TOiywilUng  to  go  on  in  the  wnfin  wUoh  we 
were,  so  we  pn^am  we  have  no  intention  to  alter  our  preaching,  now  the 
division  is  made,  euppoeing  that  it  ihould  never  be  liealed.  I  dedaie,  I 
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year  afterwards,  fais  congregation  erected  a  new  and 
more  connmodioiis  edifice*  called  the  Mint  Meeting. 
Here  he  officiated  only  about  six  years;  his  life, 
which  had  been  much  imbittered  by  the  treatment 
he  had  experienced*  tennuiated  in  1726.*  Mr. 
Peircef  and  Mr.  Hallet  were  bucceeiled  by  the  son 
of  the  latter — who  was  the  author  of  many  valuable 
tracts*  but  better  known  in  consequence  of  his 
"Critical  Notes  and  Observations  on  the  Scrip- 
taieB."  He  it  was  with  whom  Whiaton  corre- 
sponded twenty-five  years  previously,  and  in  whose 
ingenuous  mind  were  planted  those  principles  which 

»ct  not  np  in  opposition  to  any  opinion,  or  any  men  who  do  not  invade  my 
Christian  liberty,  viov  to  teach  any  other  religion  than  thai  which  was 
from  the  beginning,  and  whicli  I  have  tanght  all  along  from  my  first 
coming,  when  my  endeavours  were  more  acceptable.'* — T%e  Bmi  and  Curt 
qf  DMtient,"  pp.  31-— 33. 

•  W  e  ieam  the  number  of  the  congregation  at  this  period,  from  an 
interesting  letter  written  hy  the  learned  Saniuel  rrelliug  to  La  Croze, 
discovered  by  the  Rev.  James  Yates,  in  the  Thesaurus  Epinloltcus  La 
GranamUf  and  communicated  by  that  gentleman  Ommgh  flw  Ghiiitiati 
lldbnner  (N.  S.),  VbL  t  p.  822.  Tlie  letter  it  dated  Aroiterdam,  July  17, 
1727;  it  mM  wiitteiL  ■fter  a  vuit  to  London,  where  fbe  aatluir  bad  jut 
pnUidied,  under  the  name  of  Arthnoniiu,  a  Latin  treatise  on  the  Proem 
of  tfie  Gospel  of  John.  Rii  account  of  the  London  Unitarians  of  that 
period,  the  kind  treatment  he  received  from  the  most  celebrated  orthodox 
theologians  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  his  interviews  with  Venn, 
Waterland,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  is  extremely  interesting.  \S  ith  regard 
to  this  city  he  says,  "  But  at  Exeter  the  Presbyterians  do  not  allow  Arians 
In  their  body,  on  which  account  the  Arians,  to  the  number  qf  about  three 
MmSnd,  have  formed  a  separate  congregation,  and  have  Iheir  own  preach- 
MI.  There  they  meet  openly  and  in  peace,  to  attend  sermoni  and  their 
•acred  rites,  without  being  distnrhed  by  the  magistrate.  Jamce  Pelrce*  a 
Ma  of  fliil-rate  leainhig*  who  Aed  last  year,  was  their  minister," 

f  On  tiie  death  of  Mr.  Peirce,  in  \72ti,  the  <»ngregatiou  at  the  Mint 
Meeting  proposed  to  inrite  lir.  Emlyu,  who,  bearing  of  their  intentions^ 
cacneed  Umeelf  on  account  of  Us  feebleness  and  advancing  years.— Hon. 
Bcpoe^  Vol.  xii.  p.  m, 
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subsequently  excited  so  mueh  attention.^  His  » 
sistant  in  the  duties  of  the  ministry  at  tiic  Mint 
Meeting  was  Mr.  Thomas  Jeffi*ey»  who  published 

several  u^seful  treatises  on  the  Nature  and  Ferfectiou 
of  the  Christian  Revelation.  The  next  nunista 
was  Mr.  William  Wesi  a  good  scholar  and  an  ami- 
able  man,  noted  for  his  great  attention  to  noath^ 
matical  studies,  and  for  that  closeness  of  aigumeat 
which  they  tend  to  produce.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  David  Williams,  who  introduced  the  Liturgy 
used  at  Liverpool  into  this  society;  he  aiterwaids 

removed  to  London,  where  he  opLiied  a  chapel  in 
Margaret  Street,  Cavendish  iSquare;  he  had  the 
honour  of  being  the  Founder  of  the  Literary  Fund. 
On  his  removal,  in  1770,  Mr.  Joseph  Bretiand  was 
chosen,  and  the  Liturgy  was  laid  aside.  After  offi* 
elating  about  two  years  he  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  John  Hogg.  The  duration  of  this 
gentleman's  ministry  was  shortened  by  his  engaging 
in  business,  and  in  1789  iMr.  Brethind  was  re-elected. 
hk  1792  Mr.  B.  again  introduced  the  Liturgy,  at  the 
request  of  the  congregation ;  but  at  the  end  of  an> 
other  year  he  felt  his  mind  oppressed  with  difficulties 

*  Three  Joseph  HiUIeti, — ^fathcr,  son,  and  grandson,  succeeded  each 
othnr  at  Exeter.  The  sound  judgment  of  the  last  is  shewn  by  the  cir- 
cumstance, thnt  there  is  scarcely  a  conjectural  emendation  of  the  Hebrew 
text  proposed  i)y  him,  which  was  not  afterwards  found  by  Dr.  Keuuicutt, 
in  some  matiujicript,  to  have  been  an  ancient  reading.  Neither  the  learn- 
ing nor  the  candour  displayed  in  his  "  Notes  and  Observations,"  preserved 
liliD  from  a  violent  attadc  from  Mr.  Enty,  who  wu  dioMn  by  tbe  Itini- 
tvlMiptityoft  1tblblihM>^)eelaMnt»  Aodtowliombtiqdie^ii  ftpMB* 
pUet,  tbefonovittgiw.  He  aim  psUUied,  In  ]7M»  aft  iogaaions  traot 
lO  prove  tiuft  the  unity  of  God  is  not  inconsistent  widl  the  deltjr  of  CMll» 
in  aiifwer  to  Dr.  Wat«riMid^£iig.  Freab.,  p.  127. 
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in  the  use  of  it^  and  again  resigned  his  ofiice.  boon 
after  his  fiist  entrance  on  his  duties  at  the  Mint,  he 
avowed  Unitarian  principley  from  his  pulpit.  He 
then  stood  alone,  in  the  West  of  England,  as  the 
preacher  of  the  true  unity  of  God  and  humanity  of 
Christ,  and  was  exposed  in  consequence  to  |h  eiiliar 
obloquy.  Mr.  Bretland  was  succeeded,  in  1794,  by 
Mr.  Tlieuphilus  Ethvards,  who  continued  to  be 
pastor  of  tho  society  till  the  year  IBIO,  when  it  was 
united  to  that  of  George's  Meeting.  OfMr.Edwardi 
a  iihurt  memoir  will  be  given  under  the  head  of 
Tavistock,  where  he  was  settled  twenty-two  years. 
On  the  sale  of  the  chapel  to  the  Wesleyans,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  monument  to  the  memory  of  its 
founder,  which  adorned  its  walls,  should  be  re- 
moved to  George's  Meeting.  The  society  which  he 
fiMrmed  had  existed  about  ninety  years,  on  the  siBH 
frile  and  scriptural  principles  stated  in  his  opening 
sermon;  and  when  its  members  parted  with  the 
house  of  prayer  in  which  he  had  exerted  himself  in 
the  cause  of  Christian  truth  and  liberty,  it  was  to 
join  a  larger  body  supporting  the  same  cause,  and 
partly  consisting  of  descendants  of  those  by  whom 
he  was  ejected. 

To  return  to  the  memorable  division  in  1719, — Mr. 
Peiree  and  Mr.  Hallet  were  suceeeded  by  Mr.  John 
Enty,  of  Plymouth,  and  Mr.  Walter  Furze,  ol  Bristol. 
The  old  congregations  continued  to  aot  in  concert 
on  all  important  occasions,  but  had  no  communicap 
tion  with  their  heretical  brethren  at  the  Mint  Meet- 
ing. Enty  and  Furze  were  considered  pastors  of  the 
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congregation  at  James's,  though  they  occasionally 
oliiciated  at  Bow^  and  probably  at  the  Little  Meet- 
ing. Furze  removed  in  1724»  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Jumts  Green;  and  Entys  death,  in  1743, 
was  the  means  of  introducing  Mr.  Stephen  Tow* 
good.  In  1749  his  cousin,  Mr.  Micaijah  Towgood, 
was  chosen  by  the  united  congregations  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Green.   The  election  of  this  gentle* 

man  is  an  im])ortant  event  in  the  history  of  the 
£xeter  Dissenters,  whether  we  consider  the  length 
of  his  ministry  or  the  moral  efficacy  of  his  sendees 
and  character.  He  had  relinquished  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity  when  he  accepted  the  invitation  from 
the  societies  assembling  at  the  Jameses  and  Bow 
Meetings ;  this  circumstance  was  one  of  some  diffi- 
culty in  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  well  as  in  his 

own ;  and  for  a  long  time  he  found  tlie  greatest 
prudence  necessary  to  overcome  the  impediments 
which  his  Arianism  presented.  "Mr.  Towgood 
(says  his  biographer)  never  gave  up  what  he 
thought  an  essential  article  of  fietith  in  order  to 
please  men ;  but  by  his  justly  acquired  reputation 
as  a  writer,  by  diligent  and  affectionate  assiduity  in 
the  various  branches  of  the  pastoral  office,  and  by 
the  force  of  ChrLslian  meekness,  condescension,  and 
a  readiness  to  do  them  all  kinds  of  good  offices, 
he  conciliated  their  affection  and  esteem,  and  con- 
strained them  to  forego  their  objections.***  The  first 
important  alteration  accomplished  by  this  judicious 
reformer,  was  in  the  admission  of  members  to  the 

*  Maniiipg'a  life  of  Towgood,  p.  43. 
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Lortl  b  table.  He  found  that  his  new  liock  had 
been  used  to  requiie  a  more  particular  examinalioii 
of  the  candidate  than  he  thought  the  Scriptures 
oountenanccd.  In  his  opinion,  "that  examination 
tended  to  discourage  meek»  humble,  and  modest 
persons,  while  it  rendered  the  communion  easily 
accessible  to  men  of  bold  and  forward  dispositions^ 
who  were  tempted  to  declare  more  than  they  reaUy 
experienced,  lest  the  church  should  reject  them.  He 
esteemed  a  Christian  life  a  veiy  sufficient  and  a 
much  better  rule,  because  he  did  not  find  the  Scrip 
tures  required  any  other  ;  and  if  the  society  were 
satisfied  of  this»  he  thought  it  not  material  by  what 
means  it  n  ceived  the  information.  From  this  time, 
^erefore,  it  was  left  to  the  ministers  to  converse 
privately  with  the  candidate,  and  inquire  into  hia 
Imowledge  of  the  nature  and  design  of  this  ordi- 
nance, and  whether  his  views  in  desiring  to  join  in 
it  were  sincere  and  upright.  When  the  ministers 
were  satisfied  on  these  points^  they  mentioned  the 
name  of  the  person  one  month  preceding  his  admis- 
sion."  Mr.  Stephen  Towgood  and  Mr.  Micaijah 
Towgood  continued  to  officiate  in  Jamess  Meeting, 
pursuing  the  same  liberal  course  of  acting;  till  the 
year  1760,  when  the  society  remuvcd  to  the  new 
meeting,  called  Geoi^e's,  where  it  continued  to 
enjoy  their  services  many  years. 

We  now  revert  to  the  history  of  the  Bow  congre- 
gation. At  the  time  of  the  controversy,  its  minis- 
ters were  Mr.  Withers  and  Mr.  Lavington.  Withers 
died  in  1729,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Walrond, 
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«f  Otlei^»  wlio  had  taken  an  active  part  in  Hnt 

''Western  lnquisiUou.  Laviiiij^ton.  who  foimd  him 
a  congenial  associale*  lived  till  1759«  when  no  suo 
cessor  vvajs  cliosen,  the  two  churches  being  supplied 
by  tine  three  surviving  nunistera.  One  of  these  was 
Mr.  Abraham  Tocer^  who  had  succeedbcd  Walr<md 
iu  11  oo  ;  and  although  the  three  niiuibters  preached 
hf  rotation  at  the  two  meeting-bousea*  Mr.  Toaer 
continued  regidaily  to  administer  the  L<Nfd  8  Supper 
at  Bow«  and  Stephen  and  Mieaijah  Towgood  at 
George's.   In  the  year  1776,  the  two  congregations 

inviitvi  Ml.  Manning  to  be  an  assistant  to  the  latter 
g^iilemen — the  elder  of  whom  dying  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  he  was  duxm  co-pastor  wifli  Mr.  M. 
'1  uwgood,  and  frum  this  time  the  two  societies  have 
been  still  more  closely  united. 

The  Bow  meeting-houae  waa  taken  down  in  1795« 
lu  reference  to  the  meeting  of  the  Western  Unitarian 

Society,  held  within  its  walk  tint  preceding  yeof« 

there  was  a  curious  cuncipondence  between  Coun- 
sellor White,  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Gieoige's.  and 
Dr.  Toulmin.  The  latter  had  given  a  notice,  by 
request  of  Mr.  Keurick,  for  whom  he  oihciated  at 
Geoige*8t»  that  the  meeting  would  be  held  in  that 
fdace.  The  Trusteeo,  ibr  some  Teasen  not  ofiplaiiied* 
as;iembled  on  the  day  after  the  notice  was  given, 
vme  unanimously  of  o^ion  that  the  houae  should 

not  be  opened  on  the  occasion,  and  gave  directions 
at  coitiiugl) .  A  note  was  then  sent  to  Mr.  iienrick* 
Irom  the  Trustees  of  the  Bow  Meeting;  inviting  him 
and  his  friendi!.  to  "  make  that  use  of  the  Bow 
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meeting-house  on  the  morrow  which  their  ancestors 
had  been  acciLstomed  to  glory  in,  via.  worshiping 
the  Great  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  consciences."*  llie  circumstances  in  which  the 
iavitaiioa  was  ^veu  enhanced  it&  value.  It  was  at 
the  time  when  the  French  Revdution  and  the  Bir- 
miughaui  Riots  had  made  some  Disseuterb  timid 
and  compromising*  The  illustrious  Priestley,  too 
eonseious  of  the  importance  of  his  sentiments  to 
conceal  them,  and  too  well  convinced  that  the 
manly  avowal  of  them  in  his  own  country  would 

endanger  liis  liberty  and  life^  had  just  Hed  to  the 
shores  of  the  New  World  I  Moreover,  the  Western 
Unitarian  Society  assumed  a  decided  tone;  it  coup 
side  red  "  every  practice  as  idolatrous  which  attribut- 
ed any  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Deity  to  another  ;** 
and  its  preamble  was  so  framed  that  the  Arians,  who 
were  then  numerous  at  Exeter  and  other  towns  in  the 
West^  could  not  consistently  become  members.  All 
these  circumstances  render  the  offer  of  the  l^uw 
meeting-house  for  the  use  of  the  society  worthy  of 
no  common  praise,  f 

It  was  not  long  before  the  congregation  at 

*  TUiooiiMpoiidBiioewMpuUisbe^itogftiMri^ 
before  fhe  Sodetjr,  bj  tlw  Rev.  T.  RejnuIL 

t  In  ooBiMudoa  wiHi  tlie  feeMng  on  llie  tnl^ieet  of  Dr.  Fiiotdo/t  oapo* 
pMltfftf,  it  timid  be  recorded  bere  tbil  tbeBzeta*  Aseembly  of  Ministers, 
at  their  half-yearly  meeting  in  September,  1791,  voted  an  admirable 
address  to  that  excellent  man,  in  reference  to  his  Into  HufTcrings.  The 

addrc'v:''  was  Htrwardcd  by  Mr.  nrctlntid — one  ^if  thv  NS  Limcat  mlmircrs  of 
the  I)iM  toi  's  character  and  talents. — See  lit  i  t's  edition  of  Priestley's 
Works  i  Life,  Vol.  i.  Part  ii.,  p.  154.  The  same  interesting  volume  con- 
tains an  address  to  Dr.  Priestley  from  Protestant  Dissentert  in  Bristol  and 
Bath,  and  the  reply  addressed  to  Dr.  BMUn.  This  appears  to  liave  been 
tiie  only  eoNfnfsltoiMr  address  bi  the  West  of  England. 


p 

Digiiized  by  Google 


40S 


George's  Meeting  liubibed  a  similar  spirit.  Mr. 
Keorick^  who  gucoeedcd  Mr.  Towgood  in  1784^  be* 
erne  m  decided  UniteruHi,  and,  though  Kving  in 
perfect  harmony  with  kis  colleague,  often  inculcated 
Unitarian  sentiments.     His  labouis,  however,  as 
one  of  the  ministers,  had  no  exclusive  reference  to 
points  of  doctrine;  he  laid  the  surest  foundation 
fbr  the  fhture  welfiire  of  the  society  by  diligently 
and  judiciously  imparting  knowledge  to  the  young. 
By  his  efforts,  a  congregational  library  was  formed 
for  the  use  of  his  classes,  who,  on  their  part,  gave 
many  proofs  of  attachment  and  gratitude  to  their 
affectionate  instructor.   On  the  sudden  removal  of 
this  excellent  man.  the  coui^rcgcition  electtjd  one 
whose  greatest  dehght  was  to  carry  on  the  useM 
plans  of  his  predecessor.    The  settlement  of  Dr. 
Carpenter  was   attended   by  favourable  circiun- 
stances;  he  had  made  an  explicit  avowal  of  Unita> 
rian  sentiments,  and  was  yet  unanimously  invited; 
the  congregation  had  acted  with  the  full  concur^ 
rence  of  Mr.  Manning;  and  all  parties  puUiciy  re- 
solved to  cooperate  in  instructing  the  young.  Dr. 
Carpenter  remained  at  Exeter  twelve  years.  His 
labours  in  the  city  in  forming  and  maintaining  in- 
stitutions for  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  are 
stiill  remembered  by  many.   To  the  cause  of  Unita- 
nanism,  not  only  in  his  immediate  neighbourhood, 
but  throughout  the  West  of  England,  great  benefit 
accrued  from  his  active  and  unwearied  exertions.* 

•  One  controversy  in  which  nr.  CNpenter  ^mi  pwtlcidillr 
requires  to  be  mcntioDfld.  In  the  jmr  18M,  toon  tJ^et  the  passing  ot 
Mr.  SmiUi's  biU  for  the  nfieel  of  the  penal  Inwa  •gp'Mf  the  ffnhariiPiv 
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On  Dr.  Carpenter's  removal  to  Bristol,  the  con- 
gregation elected  Mr.  W.  Hiacks,  who  had  reoeived 
Ids  ^ducatioii  at  Manchester  College,  York^  and 
who,  after  devoting  several  years  to  the  ministry  at 
£xel6r  and  liverpool,  accepted  the  eituatioa  of 
Mathematical  Tutor  in  the  same  college. 

The  next  minister  was  Mr.  Acton.  This  gentld- 
nan  iecei¥ed  his  education  for  the  ministry  under 
Dr.  Morell>  of  Brighton^  and  uiliciated  a  short  time 

the  Bishop  of  St.  David*a  puMished,  in  the  form  of  "a  brief  memorial,"  his 
ncict  that  toch  Van  htd  been  repealed,  and  hli  hdlef  that  they  ought  to 
be  restored.  Tble  uncharitable  production  was  qnickty  followed  by  an* 
other  from  the  oanie  pen»  entMed  An  Addreoo  to  pevooao  criWwg  theu- 
stives  Unitarians,'*  advertiicd  in  an  Exeter  newspaper,  wlfli  hardi  remarks 
on  what  the  advertiser  called  "  the  debasing,  degrading  doctrines  of  So- 
cinianism."  Dr.  Carpenter  deemed  it  right  to  publish,  in  reply,  a  state- 
ment of  the  Unitarian  faith,  which  produceil  a  letter  from  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Clecvc,  a  clorpynian  of  the  Established  Church.  The  editor  of  (  nr  of  the 
Exeter  papers  ^Fimdeil's  Western  Luminary)  iiaving  thrown  open  iiis 

cnbimne  to  the  dlapntanti^  a  contramoy  enoned,  vfak^  eartended  through 
several  nxmlho,  and  called  forth  in  its  progress  many  additional  pens  and 
moA  hiftesest  in  tliewestBni  ooontiea.  It  was  at  length  sofpossd  to  be 
condoded  by  an  artide  from  the  editor*  professing  to  be  an  impartial 
smnming  np.  At  that  period>  ho>K'evcr,  tliere  happened  to  be  living  in 
Devonshire  a  clergyman,  !'inre  eelelirntod  a?  r\  witty  anthor,  who  could 
not  resist  the  tcniptatimi  tluniu-li  the  subject  as  well  as  some  of  the  fitcts 
were  against  him)  to  write  the  loUowing  lines  in  a  subsequent  paper : 

Cleeve— Dennis^aipentei^-agree ! 
And  fdly  prove  a  Msity  $ 
Ibr,  In  their  wiMngi^  all  nay  see 
Not  one  inoonprehenslblo^nt  fkret! 

Yet  Vlinddl  deemed  die  tash  nnden^ 
So  inlshed  what  time  soribw  begnn» 
And  shewed  more  doa^y  than  the  son 
Not  three  incomprdiensiMes— bnt  one/ 

See  Carpenter's  Edition  of  "  Letters  on  the  Trinitarian  Controversy  in 
the  Exeter  Newspapers"}  the  Mon.  Repoa,  Vd.  x.  p,  192 ^  andColton's 
hacon.  Vol.  IL  p.  70. 
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aft  WiMln— iiiw>  AHiiflki  wmwotmib  changes  Mr. 

MamuBg  remained;  but  at  length  his  time  of  depar- 
ture anirai^  lie  died  in  September,  1831,  having 
fiDed  the  pastonl  oiBfieheie  fifty-five  years.  Ontlie 
deadi  of  Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Cropper,  who  had  been 
educated  at  Glasgow,  and  some  thone  minister  at 
Bolt<iii,  in  Lancashire,  hecaaM  the  colleague  of  Mr. 
Acton.  Under  the  ministry  of  these  gentiemeu  the 
coiigr^galiQii  maintains  its  high  character. 

About  two  years  since,  a  liturgical  form  of  wor- 
ship was  introduced.  The  usual  services  are  m  the 
mondng  and  afternoon ;  during  the  winter  months 
there  is  an  additional  service  in  the  evening,  when 
kctnres  are  deliraed  which  ddte  considerable  aU 
tention.* 

The  members  of  this  societj  support  the  usual 
cangregational  institntiflas.  They  have  a  good 
cliajvl  library,  which  was  formed  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Ivenrick.  Their  Sunday-school  was  estab- 
lished in  1812»  and  consists  at  present  of  sixty  boys 
and  fifty-six  girls.  Then  k  liow>hip-iund  was  pro- 
bably instituted  soon  after  Dr.  Thomson,  of  Leeds, 
drew  attention  to  this  method  of  aiding  the  cause 
of  Unitarian  Christiani^.  The  congregation  at 
George's  Meeting  have  also  the  management  of  the 

Protestant  Dissenters'  Charity  School,  established 
in  the  year  1710;  thirty  boys  and  twenty-six  girls 
at  present  attend  on  the  Sunday  at  Qeorge*8  Meet* 

*  Mr.  Acton  ha5  published  m  one  small  volume,  **  Six  Lectures  on  <he 
DigTilrv,  Office,  and  Woric  of  our  Lord";  another,  in  the  form  of  a  para- 
phlot.  "  ^m  the  Religious  Opi«inu  oi  MUloo,  lj»ckt,  mod  Newton"}  ami 
several  aingk  swmoas. 
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ing,  aud  arc  educated  during  the  week  at  the  school 
in  Pwris  Street;  they  ftie  also  annually  clothed. 

The  congregation  have  a  burial-groiund  in  another 
part  of  the  city.  In  the  lecture-room  at  George's 
Meeting  ia  a  tablet,  with  the  following  inscription: 

TbI8  MoNUMSNT  is  ■mCTBB 
BY  MODRNJPUI*  FBIBNM 
AS  A  LASTING  TBSTtUONY  OP  THBIB  HIGH  REQAJUy 
TO  TBB  MBMORT  AND  BOKOUB 
OP  THB  RbVBBBMD»  PiOUS,  AND  LBARNBD 

Mb.  Jambs  Pbibcb^ 

A  MOST  WORTHY  AMD  lltOjIARBP  PaBTOR  OP  TBtS  CuVBCUt 
A  RATIONAL^  JUDICIOUS,  AMD  APPBCTIONATB  PbBACMBR, 
A  TBRT  LABORIOUS  AVD  SAOACIOUS  JVTBRPRBTBR 

OF  THB  Holt  Scripturbs, 

A  SINCKKE  LOVER  AND  STRINUOUS  DEFEVDKR  OP  TRUTH, 
A  COL  RAGIOUS  HUFFtHtR  VViilLE  Ll\  IN(; 
FOR  MAINTAIMINO  TUE  DoCTRINES  OP  TU£  OuSPBL 

OF  CjlElST, 

AMD  FOR  AN6ERTING  THE  LIBERTIES  OP  CHRISTIANS; 
AND  AFTER  DEATH,  DENIED  A  JUST  ENCOMIUM 

OH  HIS  Tomb  in  Leonard's  Church  Yard 

BY  TBB  RbCTOR  OP  THB  PARISH.* 

Tub  orbat  oood  man  dbpartbd  hbncb 

IB  Peace, 
March  aoth,  1726, 

IK  THB  53rd  YRAR  OF  BIS  AOB. 

Philipp.  1.  21. 
Rbv.  XIV.  13. 

*'To  MB  TO  LtYB  IS  CbBIST,  AMD  TO  DtB  IS  OAIN." 
*'BlBSSBO  ARB  TBB  DSAO  THAT  DIB  IM  THB  LoRD." 

•  A  ropy  of  this  encomium,  both  in  I^tiii  and  Enpli>}i,  will  be  found  in 
the  fjicniuii  of  Mr.  Pcirco.  The  al>ovc  imci  iptiou  \\.is  sent  me,  with  the 
particuiara  rulatijig  to  the  sciiuoU,  by  Mr.  ti.  l\  i'upe,  uL  iij^clcr. 
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JAMES'S  MEETING. 


Joseph  Hallbt   J(i70^]6B9. 

Gboeoe  Trosss   1688^17ia 

Joseph  Hallbt  (Seocmd)   I09O~17]9. 

Jambs  Pbircb   1713- 1719. 

John  Enty   1719— 174S. 

Walter  Furze   1719—1724. 

James  Green   I7'ii^l749. 

StBPHBN  TOWOOOD   1743^1700. 

MlCAIJAH  TOWGOOD   1750^1700. 

BOW  MEETING. 

RoBBBT  Atkins,  M.A   1662—1685. 

Robbrt  Gavlabd    1662— 

John  Hoppin   '   ]682~-17a4. 

Benjamin  Hoortii   J()(j2 — 

John  Withers    1704 — 1729. 

John  Lavington    1715 — 1759. 

John  Walbond   1729— 17Afi. 

Abraham  Tozbr   1755— 17M. 

MINT  MEETLNU. 

Jambs  Pbircb  ■„   1719— I7S6. 

JosBPH  Hallbt  (Second)   1719—1722. 

Thomas  Jbffrby    1728 — 17 

Joseph  Hallet  (Third;   1722 — 171-1. 

WiLLLAM  West    1744— J7()l. 

David  Williams    1761—1770. 

JosBPH  Brbtlanb   1770—1772. 

John  Hooo   1772—1789. 

Joseph  Bretland   J 789 — 1793. 

Theophilus  Edwards  »   1794— IHIO. 
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GEORGE  S  MEK  i  lXG. 


Stephen  Tovoood   1760^1777. 

MlCAIJAH  TOWGOOD   1760 — 1782. 

James  ISIaxninq    1770  -1831. 

Timothy  Kkxkick   17H-i— 1804. 

Lant  Carpenter,  LL.D   IHO.')— 1817. 

William  Hinces    1817—1823. 

HsNBY  Acton   1822. 

John  Cbofpbr,  M.A   1832. 


Lewis  Stuck lky. — Thin  gentlemau  was  hu  ludepeiideut ; 
but  his  couiiexioii  witli  the  Exeter  DisBeiiters  requires  a  short 
Mconnt  of  him.  He  wm  of  an  andeut  and  hononzable  fiunily 
m  Devonabira.  Hia  brother  waa  &  T.  StnoUej,  and  ona  of 
bia  anoeatofa  waa  atandard-bearer  to  Qaeen  Elizabeth.   It  ia 

said  th;it,  belungiDg  to  the  faiully  at  one  period,  wt:re  thirteen 
manors  within  sight  of  the  gate-house  of  the  mansion  at  West 
Worliugton.  Mr.  Stuoklejr  preached  a  short  time  at  aeveial 
placea  befora  bia  removal  to  Elxaler.  To  tliia  oiij  be  came 
from  Qraat  TorriDgton^  and  began  to  gatbar  a  Congregatioiuil 
ebnieh  about  ibe  jear  1650.  Hia  atation  waa  the  Cathedral ; 
by  confonning  he  might  have  filled  a  Ligli  uHice,  but  in  l(AV2 
rendered  himself  ineligihle  for  all  further  preferment.  After  his 
^ectment,  he  founded  the  congr^pitipu  in  Castle  Lane.  Some 
time  before  bia  deatb^  wbicb  ocomred  in  1687,  be  removed  to 
Kdeford,  where  be  preached  occarionaUy.  He  waa  inde&tiga- 
ble  in  tbe  work  of  the  mimatry,  and  wrote,  when  near  bis  end, 
a  book  entitled  **  A  Gospel  glass  representing  the  mihcarriages 
of  English  Protestants."  He  also  published  "  Manifest  Truth 
againat  Mr.  Tobia  Alleiu."  • 

*  NoDooD.  Mem.,  VoL  i.  p.  364. 
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Robert  Atkins  was  bom  at  Cbard  ia  1626^  and  ednaated 
at  Wmdbam  Collega,  Oxford.  For  some  time  ha  waa  one  of 
Cromwen*8  chaplains ;  bnt,  growing  wear  j  of  the  office,  removed 

to  a  benefice  of  i'3iiU.  per  iinmim,  at  Coopersale,  in  Essex.  He 
found  iliiis  place  overniii  with  nocta,  but  after  a  wliile  so  con- 
vinced and  gained  them  as  not  to  have  one  I>i8a«nter  left  in  his 
paridu  Hia  health  obliging  him  to  remove^  ha  wm  invited  bjr 
Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Cathedral,  to  Exeter,  and  preaebed  at  St.  Sid- 
well'a  while  the  choir  was  preiniring  for  him.  When  it  was 
finished,  he  had  a  \  ust  auduurjj ;  he  was  generallj  esteemed  one 
of  the  best  preachers  iu  the  Went  of  Englaud. 

Mr.  Atktna  waa  expelled  firom  the  Cathedral  ia  1660,  la  con- 
sequence of  aome  diaagreement  with  the  choir.  He  deemed  it 
of  more  importance  tiiat  the  thonaanda  who  aonght  to  hear  a 
sermon  should  be  gratified,  than  that  the  singing  service  should 
be  kt'j)t  up  in  its  ancient  splendour  and  glory.  The  choristers 
and  other  powers  that  were  thought  diSereutl)^ ;  and  Mr.  Atkins 
therefore  removed  to  St  John's  Church,  where  he  officiated  till 
the  Bartholomew  Daj.  He  then  preached  in  private  aa  oppor- 
tunitj  offered,  and  waa  aeveral  times  apprehended;  on  one 
occasion  he  waa  committed,  but  on  another  the  ma^  or  and  jus- 
tices could  not,  hy  promises  or  threats,  get  any  of  the  multitade 
who  gathered  about  his  house  to  take  him  to  prison. 

The  mijoritj  of  the  chamber  were,  however,  generally  tole- 
rant towards  him.  Although  an  uptight  man,  hia  manneia  were 
conciliatoiy,  and  hia  prindplea  modeiate  and  loyal.  He  enjojed 
the  friendship  of  two  successive  bishops ;  and  some  of  the  ma- 
gistrates who  were  severe  against  other  Dissenting  ministers, 
favoured  him.  It  is  reported  that  he  once  proved,  bj  1  Cor.  iv. 
15,  that  those  ministera  who  beget  converts  to  Christ,  may  be 
justly  entitled  Fadteri  in  God,  This  feat  may  have  tended  to 
recommend  him  to  the  Bishops.  In  his  fiirewell  sermon  at  St 
John's,  which  was  transcribed  for  his  friends,  he  thus  defends 
his  brethren  from  the  charge  of  diiiluyalty :  "  We  will  do  any 
thing  for  his  Majesty  but  sin.    We  wlU  hazard  any  thing  lor 
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him  bnt  onr  eools.   We  hope  we  ooold  die  for  Inin  ;  only  we 

dare  not  be  damned  for  him.  We  make  no  question,  howevcf 
we  shall  be  accouuted  of  here,  we  shall  be  found  lojal  and  obe- 
dient subjects  at  our  appearance  before  God's  tribunal/* 

Mr.  Atkins  died  in  1^85,  eged  59,  His  fimeral  eermon  mm 
preaehed  by  Mr.  Trosse.* 

JosKPH  Hallet  waa  ;i  native  of  liridport.  He  had  no  Uni- 
versity education,  bat,  by  his  own  indostry,  acquired  consider- 
able leammg.  He  was  an  aceomplislied  critic  in  the  Hebrew 
and  Greek  languages,  and  an  excellent  divine.   At  the  time  of 

the  civil  wars,  he  was  minister  at  Hintou  St.  Geor«:e,  in  Somer- 
setshire. The  fuliuwiug  certificate  of  his  ordination  indicates 
the  custom  of  the  times : 

Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Joseph  Hallet,  student  in  Divinity,  hath  addressed 
himself  to  the  Classical  Presbytery  of  Sanim,  inthlu  the  prorince  of 
the  County  of  Wilts,  according  to  the  form  of  Church  government 
established  by  anthority  of  Parliament  of  Augnst  S9, 1648«  for  the  or- 
dmatkm  of  ndidilers  by  Ghmical  Rnesbytere,  detirioge  to  be  ofdabed 
a  preaddng  Piresbyter»for  that  he  is  eaUed  to  the  work  of  the  ministry 
hi  the  parish  church  of  Ktnton  St,  Gcoige,  in  the  County  of  Somer- 
set; and  hath  exhibited  to  the  Piresbytery  sufficient  testimonial  (now 
lemahung  in  their  custody)  of  his  competent  age,  of  his  proficiency  in 
Us  studies  and  of  his  Aire  and  direct  calling  to  the  forementioned 
charge  in  the  county  aforesaid,  by  an  order  from  the  Committee  of 
the  said  county ;  we,  the  Ministers  of  the  said  Presbytery,  have  (by 
appoinuaeat  thci  toi }  cxiuuined  him  according  to  the  sense  of  the  said 
form  of  Church  government,  and  finding  him  to  be  ducly  qualiticd 
?ind  ffiltLil  for  that  holy  ofhee  und  employment,  (no  just  exception 
being  nKide  aijainst  his  ordination  or  admission,)  we  have  approved 
him;  and  accordini,dy  in  the  parish  church  of  iM.  i liotiias'*in  Sarum, 
upon  the  day  and  yeare  hereafter  expressed,  we  liave  proceeded 
solemnly  to  set  him  apart  to  the  office  of  a  preaching  Presbyter  and 
work  of  the  ministry,  with  fasting,  prayer,  and  imposition  of  hintds, 
and  do  hereby  (as  far  as  concemeth  us)  actually  admit  him  to  the  said 

*  Noaoon.  Mem.,  Vol,  ii.  p.  366. 
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«f  Jetna  Chriit  In  wfdieis  whereof  we  hv/e  faeieto  mfatcribedoor 
huidi  tluB  twenty  eighth  of  October,  Anno  Dom.  1652. 

Phiup  Pyncknxt.  Juun  Cunant. 

John  Stricklako. 
Nath.  Gilbb. 
Jo.  Watts. 
Matthew  Hvrd.* 

Mr.  Hallet  removed  fnm  Hioton  to  t  liicsleborough.  On  bis 
ejectment  he  retired  to  liridport,  and  lived  a  ebort  time  in  the 
hOQM  of  )u8  wife's  father.  Here  he  made  bimaidf  neefol  to 
wvQitl  NooecMilbniilst  eocietiea ;  after  hta  lemoval  to  a  lioiiae  of 
bis  own,  he  preached  several  jrean  at  Bfadi>ole,  a  parisfa  in  tiie 
neigbbotirhood.  He  was  invited  to  Exeter  aboat  the  j  ear  167^ 
HUil  «\iiitiiiiied  tber-  till  his  death  in  16^<8. 

Mr.  Hallet  was  twice  in  the  Southgatc  Prison  for  his  Kon- 
oonibnnity.  His  confinement  shattered  his  eonstitationy  and 
broitght  upon  him  hTpocbondriaoal  affeotumsy  which  sometimes 
d^priwd  him  of  his  reason.  But  he  wss  spared  to  be  very  nse- 
lul  iimoLg  bis  people,  aud  was  generally  considered  ;i  diligent 
fitudcnt,  a  faithful  and  affectionate  pastor,  and  a  cl«  ar,  fervent, 
and  impresmve  preacher.  The  last  subject  ou  which  he  preached 
waa  Dint,  xxxii.  the  banning  of  the  song  of  Moses^  and  hb 
diMomi  oootained  many  pasaages  peeidiarij  appropriate  to  his 
own  ease. 

lie  publisbixl  several  sermons  ou  "  Cbri^L  b  Ascension  into 
I  loav«u,' '  and  Twenty -seven  Queries  to  the  Quakers."  Mr. 
TroBit  pfsaohed  his  fimeial  senooiL 


OiORQS  Tmosss  socceeded  the  subject  of  the  last  memoir, 
lib  Wfi*  pnwsnt^  a  strange  contrast  of  complete  depnivitj  and 

cxttUod  \  irtuc.    Th^  following  outline  is  taken  from  an  account 

•  **  " - »-  IT-i,  -Iimi  1, 8  ■  11 
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wiHtmi  hf  Untelf,  imd  a  w&emm  pfsached  by  hm  colleague 
(Mr.  JoMph  Hallet,  Juii.j  ou  his  death.  * 

He  says  of  himself. — "I  was  Inirn  in  Exou,  Oct.  -.)tb,  in  llio  year 
Ifi.U.  of  Wealthy  r.ircni-,  lioni»tiral»le  ('itizens.  My  Father  wis  by 
Protcasitiii  a  Coull^t•Ut>^r,  aiul  tny  mother  the  daughter  of  one  who 
had  twice  been  Chief  Mainstrate  of  iIk^  (  ity  TIh'v  yavc  me  the  usiial 
Education  of  those  Days  amongst  such  as  were  nu  Friends  to  Puritan.s; 
They  were  averse  to  the  Pladag  me  with  iuch»  either  to  he  bred  up 
in  Religioo  or  Uanung." 

His  jonthy  from  a  very  early  period  to  the  age  of  Meeii,  was 
spent  at  die  Oramniar  School.  He  had  a  quick  apprehension^ 
and  made  greater  progress  in  learning  than  most  of  his  school-> 

fellowd  : 

"  But  this  course  of  life  (he  continues)  did  not  so  well  please  ine, 
nor  the  Devil  as  I  may  well  suppose.  For,  havinuf  a  roving  tamy.  a 
Desire  to  get  Riches,  and  to  live  luxuriously  in  the  World,  I  was  bent 
upon  Merchandise  and  travelling  into  Foreign  Parts.  But  then  in 
this  I  had  no  other  niotive,  but  the  Satisfying  the  Great  Lords  and 
(>)muuuiderj>  of  the  unregeneratc  world,  the  Lusta  of  the  Fleab*  the 
LusU  of  the  Eytt,  and  the  Pride  of  Life.*' 

Wheu  he  left  school,  he  was  in  practice  an  Atlieist,  and  pro^ 
fessedlj  an  mtense  enemy  to  Puritaus.  He  kept  vain  companj, 
played  mnch  at  cards,  sooffed  at  godliness,  and  wss  a  weloome 
companion  to  the  profitne. 

"Then  he  reiided  swiule  (says  Mr.  Hallet)  at  Morlsix,  in  Fhuice, 
where  he  wis  more  extravagantly  wicked  and  vitbns  than  he  had  been 
iiefore.  A  while  after  he  fixed  at  London,  snd  there  he  was  >till  the 
same  penons  qiending  his  tune  mostly  in  Ts7enu»  Gammg  and 
Drinking  to  Excaw.  In  this  sensusl  Course  of  Life  he  continued  far 
some  drnddersbie  time;  tiD  at  length  Qod  conrulsed  his  mind» 

♦  The  TJfc  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Geo.  TrOMe,  Late  Minister  of  the  Got* 
pel  in  the  City  of  Exon,  Written  by  Himself,  and  Publbhcd  according  to 
his  Order.  To  which  it  added,  the  Sermon  preached  at  hia  funeral  by  J. 
U.   Exioa,  1714. 
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sutked  Uni  out  ai  bis  8ni|MAty,  mid  vnAt  ^iuk,  ftk  wnt  ncvniTCy 
teaAte  of     fftm  Wkkwhen.'' 

It  appean  Uial  from  Loodoa  lie  went  abroad  again,  and  ^pent 
aoM  time  at  O|iorto.  On  latomuig  to  Im  naliv«  dt/^  wfaaif 
ht  fivad  IB  Mi  Bfeotlier*8  hoaaa^  Ids  perpetnal  ii^aiBperaaea  and 

other  vices  led  to  a  loss  of  reason.  Three  times  he  was  cou- 
Uned  iu  R  «tate  of  outrafifwns  madness,  nud  on  two  occa^ioh:* 
amt  to  the  house  f  nu.  eminent  phj^ician  at  Glastouborj,  bj 
wbioae  inatromentaUtjr  he  was  reatored.  Ihmng  these  dreadfol 
tnflictUNiSi  he  fiaicied  lie  saw  sights  and  heard  sounds  which 
f^epnived  hm  ftn*  his  evi]  courses,  and  smnmoned  him  to  engage 
ill  il^i"  Wv  i'B.  icpeutmiCe  iiiid  reformatioD.  He  often  relapsed 
into  his  bad  habits;  but  at  length  it  ple^ised  Ood  to  make  u  per- 
manent impressiani  upon  him.  When  he  was  about  twcntj-«ix 
jaan  of  ag«^  he  aeoompanied  one  of  his  comma  to  OxfiDfd; 
Umts  ke  met  with  •  nfcnned  afiqaaimlanos^  who  had  com* 
mene^  a  stndiovs  Hfe  and  who  prerailed  upon  fesm  to  foBow 
Ills  oMiTnyuo.  He  was  entered  a  Gentleman  Commoner  in  Pem- 
broke College,  and  spent  some  years  in  diligent  study,  reading 
manj  Tolnmes  of  Latin  anthorSy  eapedalljr  IKvines^  sndi  as 
Zanrlij,  Camera^  Fsimnsy  and  Greek  historians,  as  Thnej* 
dides,  Herodotnsy  Ac.  He  had  a  master  to  teach  him  the  ele* 
mentd  of  Hebrew,  and  eventnallj  he  read  bis  Hebrew  Bible 
tbroii^h  ^veml  times.  Sot  did  Mr.  Tro!>se  ri^main  nnskilled 
ill  Kheioriqiio,  Loeiek,  Physicks,  Ethicka,  and  Sjstemes  of 
Divinity."  All  this  he  mentioned  not  to  lioast  of  hb  leaxning* 
but  to  magnify  God's  goodnem  in  so  wonderfnllj  oompoong 
bis  head. 

The  picture  he  draws  of  Oxi  rd  as  a  place  of  Christian 
teaehingy  about  the  ye&r  ItiGU,  is  now  somtwluit  curious.  He 
blesses  God  for  the  means  of  religious  improvement  he  possessed 
in  the  Unirersitx.  He  lecoids  his  attendance  at  Dr.  Cooaat's 
Lecture  on  FHdaySy  Dr.  Hanrim*s  Catechetical  Lecture  on 
Tiiesdays,  and  tha  Lectnra  of  the  Canons  of  Christ  Chnnsk  on 
Thurttdays. 
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"Hmd  (he  «H»}  Mpmi  wm  in  in  01»ry  in  the  Ujiiveriiity,  and 
WM  a  Qiaafificet»n  for  Req»c(t  and  AdranctiiieBt  Mo«tef  our  Halls 
end  GoUegea  bed  Religious  €k>veraour8 ;  so  had  ours,  who  was  Dr. 
Lanjrley,  a  person  greatly  favouring  and  encouraging  such  us  lived  In 
the  fear  of  (ind.  He  frc<|ucntly  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  to  a 
srfect  nuuiUer  of  Collegiates.  In  our  Colle?e-HaU,  every  Lord'-;  day, 
in  the  eveuiug,  before  Snppcr,  we  had  a  Repetition  of  Sermon?,  and 
Solcjnn  Prayer,  by  the  Vice  President  or  some  one  or  other  of  the 
Fellows.  Uesidcb  which,  after  supper,  ail  Collegiate  Duties  hamg 
been  dispatched,  three  or  four  hopeful,  religious  lads  came  to  mf 
Chamber ;  and  mtk  them  I  was  wont  to  repeat  and  pray.  But  when 
King  Churles  II.  came  In,  and  a  change  was  made  In  the  University, 
and  our  Doctor  turned  out,  all  Repetitions  in  the  Hall  were  put  down, 
and  my  private  one  in  my  cAuunber  could  not  be  endured^  neither 
could  these  few  young  mea  be  permitted  to  come  near  me.  A  A^^- 
nmHmi  this  whieh  did  not  well  deierre  Hie  name." 

A  oonlniiatiim  of  dfciuiifltaiioes  brongbt  Mr.  Troepe  into  the 
ranks  of  the  Nonoonfonnists.   He  wpa  not  a  little  disgusted  at 

sceiiiL'  tlie  pious  and  learned  Master  of  his  College  expected  to 
muke  room  for  a  maa  who  was  chiefly  famed  fur  beiug  u  great 
Racer!*  The  cbaphiin  of  Pembroke  "  had  an  excelleut  Gift  of 
Prayer and  haviqg  prayed  one  Lord's  day  monung with  th# 
most  proper  language  and  Heavenly  matter,  and  with  snore  fhaa 
ordinar^r  Elevation  of  Soul,"  this  new  Master,  the  great  Raceri 
violent!^'  reproached  him  for  not  using  the  Commoii  Prayer 
Book,  and  soon  aiterwardis  discharged  him  from  hhi  ollice.  The 

•  It  appears,  from  a  recent  exhibition  at  Oxford,  that  the  taste  for  fiold- 
aports  «till  prevails*  arnong  her  •-•own  to  a  far  greater  fictrrco  than  a  love  of 
liberaJity.  During  the  |>r«»cnt  month  COctolK^r,  1H;1')  !  In  r  Majesty,  Queen 
Adelaide,  has  paid  a  visit  to  this  celelirated  seat  oi  learning.  The  studuuts 
imd  other  meinben  of  the  Uoiversity,  while  waiting  for  her  Majesty't 
anfral,  employed  filieiiiselves,  st  Is  ciurteniary  on  nicii  eccsaioni,  in  ilioiil- 
iog  the  asBMS  of  tfaeaiott  pNadnaat  pvUic  ehi'iataa,  and  eiilMr  €kmm» 
h^  or  Uning  with  great  vehemence.  In  this  initano^  tone  yowig  Mpi- 
laat  Ibr  fame  shouted,  "  liord  Radnor  and  bis  fox-hounds,"  and  grttU  «Mrt 
the  erprexsiong  of  joy.  Soon  afterwards,  another,  recollecting  his  Lord- 
ship's effort  to  abolish  Subscription  to  ArtielcM  of  Kalth,  exclaimed,  "Lord 
Radnor  and  the  Diasenterti"  and  therv  was  imniedia^Ly  0  loud  earf  witf- 
venai  hm! 
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■dijeet  of  ^  OMiDoir  iSboa^  it  nnr— iy»  abovl  tbk  tiBe»  to 

stud  J  the  CantTOTeiBjy  aad  dins  stfttes  die  lie  adopted: 

**1  Mi^ln  Ood  by  MMlaMi  ftifer  for  his  Direclkm  in  this  impor- 
iMlcMe.  lalwiyplfdByKirtotteBceifiagaiidStadjingof  Boo^ 
FkowdCoL  Aiid  iftv  My  BMI  aoioiifl  Fteraul  of  Mr.  Hookcr'f 
FcclBMMtkri  Fofick.  Mr.  Spciai  tad  Bagcn  for  ibe  Cerommies  and 
CflBfrmitT,  aad  Mr.  Gtleipiet  BIr.  Ftal  Bi^n,  and  Mr.  Amefl^  tgtmH 
tkne  things ;  upon  the  aMWK  mature  ddibenitioii  and  aeiioiis  weighing 
«f  matters,  I  condnded  it  wae  the  nieat  way  not  to  oonfonn."  

I  wae  ntisfyd  that  by  my  Diment  I  should  ^sgnst  my  mother  and 
all  my  near  relanons,  who  were  perfectly  prejudiced  against  Presbytery 
and  Nonoonformity,  ami  tlu^rouiihly  ilevoted  to  the  Ej)iscopal  Way 
and  Interest.  Bat  nutwitli^tandiiiir  liU  di«rr)iiiMn  uients  of  this  kind, 
I  kept  my  resohitioa  of  being  a  Minister  and  prcskching  the  Word." 

Mr.  TVoM  WM  eooa  Afterwards  ordained  in  Somenetdiire, 

with  two  others,  by  five  or  six  able  and  pious  Xonconforniist 
di\"iiie6.  Tlie»e  inini*iters  Uenrd  the  thp^e^i  of  the  youug  men, 
ejLawined  them  strictly  in  some  difficult  points  in  divinity, 
remved  th^  confeaiona  of  fiith,  and  then  proceeded  to  ordain 
them.  The  anhjeet  of  this  memoir  unmediatel/  began  hie  min' 
i^try  at  Exeter,  amidst  yiolent  perseentions.  Vot  twentj  years, 
ho  pre:u*hed  once  a  week,  luid  a<liuuii;-tered  the  li<')rd's  Supper 
once  a  month,  in  pri\  ate  huuses.  Some  accormt  of  the  events 
that  befel  him  during  this  period  is  given  in  the  preceding  lii*. 
tory.  When  Mr.  Troose  and  his  brethren  were  released  from 
prison,  they  were  carried  to  the  Gnildhally  in  oon^nmy  with 
rogues  snd  felons,  to  be  accused  not  only  of  having  had  a  Con* 
veuticle,  which  subjected  them  to  a  tine  of  forty  pounds,  but 
also  for  ha\iiig  created  a  riot.  By  means  of  the  latter  accmsa- 
tion,  which  was  notoriously  Biise,  the  magistrates  hoped  to  have 
vxested  firom  their  viotims  some  hundreds  of  pounds.  Long 
and  huTBiailng  were  the  trials  on  dus  infimioos  diaige ;  the^ 
were  a^oomed  from  place  to  place,  and  firom  time  totime,mitfl 
the  accession  of  \\  illi  im  the  Third  put  the  niiitter  at  rest. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Trosse  succeeded  Mr.  Haiiet,  Sen.,  as 
the  stated  and  public  minister  of  a  laige  eongregation.  For 
many  years  he  continued  to  labour  among  bSs  people^  with  great 
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rt-puiation  und  nsefnluess.  His  clmnicter,  Iwth  as  ii  inini»t«r 
and  a  private  iudividual,  during  this  [)€riod,  in  described  iu  the 
liighest  tenns  by  Mr.  Hiiilet,  in  his  fuuend  aermon,  and  Mr. 
CHUiagy  m  a  coaturaiidoa  of  his  life.  He  bmois  to  have  ooa* 
ndered  lumgelf  peenliarlj  boimd  to  pcaetiw  eelf-deoial,  and 
engage  in  ezerdm  of  piety,  iu  con^nence  of  Ilia  gmt  wick* 
cdiios.s  in  earlj  life.  Hence  we  read  of  his  lar^^c  gifts  to  the 
pour,  his  pra/ers  seven  times  every  day  for  many  years,  and  his 
aecret  &sts  once  a  mouthy  whioh  lasted  from  five  o'clock  iu  the 
morning  nndl  six  in  the  evenings  when  he  onlj  came  down  to 
pray  in  lus  fiunilj'.  The  partienkra  of  hie  fi)nner  ooone  hmng 
well  known  in  Eixeter,  and  the  energy  with  which  he  suhse* 
queutly  denounced  ;tll  kiudd  of  vice  and  oppression  Utdug,  to 
some,  very  disagreeable,  he  had  to  endure  many  tauntH,  and  not 
a  few  cmel  and  groundless  aspersions.  From  the  latter  he  de- 
fended himself  in  various  publications^  and  by  a  consiBtent  and 
traly  Chiistiaa  example.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-one, 
and  preached  to  his  congregation  on  the  very  day  of  bis  death. 
While  returning  from  the  meeting-house  he  fainted  in  the 
Street.  As  soon  as  he  waa  revived,  he  conversed  with  the  friends 
who  aurromided  him  eonceimng  his  hopes  of  inture  blessedness. 
When  he  had  reached  his  house,  he  placed  himself  in  a  praying 
poetnre,  called  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  thus  yielded  up 
his  spirit.  He  cho.se  the  following  words  ii.s  the  text  of  his 
funeral  sermon :  "  This  is  a  faithful  saying  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation,  that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
nersy  of  whom  I  am  chief." 


Mr.  Jambs  Pbircb  was  bom  in  London,  about  the  year 
1K73.   His  parents  belonged  to  the  Dissenting  church  at  Step- 

ney,  of  which  the  celebmted  Mr.  Matthew  Mead  was  then  pas- 
tor: their  circumstances  m  lil*-  w  re  easy,  and  they  maiutaiuud 
a  good  character  **lbr  sobriety  and  works  of  charity." 

Having  loet  these  relatives  when  he  was  not  more  than  eight 
years  of  age,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  together  with  a  brother 
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and  sister,  m&e  oi.»moii:it^  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Meatl.  How  his 
brvxkcr  mad  sbfer  werv  alterwiu^  disposed  of,  is  uiicertam  ;  but 
Jmm  wm  tthm  hmo  tke  ^ — -'j  ai  Mm  gamrSui,  and  instraoCed 
hr  tk»  tetws  W  M  ckom  ibr  las  oim  noB^  oae  of  mham  wm 
wAm^vLeuur  the cMMBi  Dr.  Mead.  For  sonie  yettni  he  ipent 
ro  «  rraiiLiiiar-«clioo( :  and  wlm  he  had  attained  a  proper  age, 
w««  FCTiioved  to  ihe  Viil'^rT^yy  of  L'treclit,  where  he  had  the 
ad^-aati^  of  attending  the  iectnm  of  WitfliaSy  Leydecker^ 
Caiwc,  Mid  otker  ceiebnied  yrafcaBore*  Here,  t00|  he  beceme 
■miiMlt  d  with  the  learned  Rdaad,  with  whom  he  afierwaida 
■•nlidbMd  mk  wspeedkle  eei'fe8|ioiidcnee  rad  Aieiideidp.  After 
apeudio?  <<Miie  ve»rri  at  I'lreohl,  he  removeti  to  Li'ydcn,  with  a 
to  lituiid  the  lecnu^ol  Perizoniiis,  S^tanheim,  Noodi,  itud 
other  learned  men.  At  Lejdai  he  found  t:evord]  Kii^^lishmen 
off»ik  uidlait«M^alBorccemiiglheirediic«tioii;  thisdrcom- 
■laiiee  man  oal/  aafaiiBted  him  to  paraae  his  shidiee  inth  dlB- 
gence,  b«t  enabled  him  to  eommeaoe  wvmd  valttable  Mend- 
ships* 

\N  hen  Mr.  Peirce  had  contioaed  upwards  of  five  ^ears  iu 
these  seats  of  leemiiig  and  virtiM^  he  went  back  to  GngUndy 
aad  lemmned  eome  time  among  his  relatiODS  in  London^  whence 
he  remoTed  to  Ozlbid,  for  die  pnrpofle  of  examining  the  Bod* 

leiau  librarj.  Returning  to  London,  he  preached  occasionallj 
at  the  eveuiug  lectnrt^  iu  Miles'  Imic  ;  and  abtjut  two  yitxrs 
afterwards  he  accepted  the  ^mstoral  charge  of  a  cotigrcgation  of 
DieBeniets  at  Cambridge;  having  previonslj  received  ordination 
from  the  Imnda  of  the  Rev.  Measn.  Sjlvester,  Woodhouse^ 
Shower,  and  Christopher  IVjlor.  In  tiiie  new  and  diffienlt  ntn- 
ation  he  w:i,s  highly-  respected  h\  his  people,  who  niiulf  him 
whiit  he  terms  "  a  handsome  allowiiuce ;"  and  by  cvcr^  other 
means  in^hmr  power  contributed  to  make  his  settlement  nraong 
them  agreeable.  The  dnmtion  of  his  ministry  at  Cambridge  is 
uncertain.  When  he  received  the  invitation  from  Exeter,  be 
Iwd  been  some  time  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation 
at  Ni  \N  huT)  .    Prior  lo  this  event,  his  chiiracter  as  a  schulur  and 

•  P.D.M^VoLILp,44». 
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a  i^miuiiie  Noucoulbnuist  had  beeu  establinUed  iua  vindica- 
tiou  of  the  DiflBenters  in  reply  to  Dr.  Nichol. 

'Sh»Mt$iarx  of  Mr.  Peife«'«  opbliMUi  may  be  best  given  in  bii 
Ows  woi^ : 

"I  WM  bnd  up  in  a  acheme  of  which  I  can  mm  make  nothing  but 
Salelliamm  $  and  a  set  of  unscriptiural  expresnons  had  been  mcnl- 
eated  upon  me  from  my  youth,  which  I  had  a  great  veneration  for. 

Howe?er,  having  this  principle  as  early  and  as  deeply  fhsten'd  in  my 

own  mind,  that  the  Scrtptures  were  the  onfy  rule  of  our  faith,  I  always 
paid  the  highest  roi^MKl  to  them;  and  I  find  a  satisfaction  in  observing' 
hcu\  (  a refill  I  was,  in  the  main,  to  use  their  lancriiace  in  mv  preaching. 
And  thuugh  I  cannot  justify  all  I  meet  with  in  my  old  >eniiMns,  yet  it 
pleases  me  to  observe  that,  the  older  I  grew,  the  more  eai  i  i  ul  I  l)e- 
came  to  express  myself  in  these  matters  in  the  words  of  Seripture. 
I  lookM  u|M)ii  this  doetriue  as  a  mystery  which  it  w;is  to  little  purpogc 
to  search  into,  and,  despairing  of  satisfaction  ivith  reference  to  the 
difficulties  I  perceived,  I  negligently  contented  myself  with  patching 
together  some  places  of  Scripture,  which  1  thought  yielded  the  main 
asserdons  I  held. 

^  But  while  I  studiously  arolded  the  controversy,  and  read  my  Bible 
under  the  influence  of  a  pr^dlce  in  Anour  of  the  common  opinion, 
two  Udngs  used  very  nmdi  to  tstoiiidi  me.  One  was,  that  I  saw 
pbdnly  the  ante-Nieene  writers  never  eame  up  to  my  notion,  nay  fte* 
quently  spake  very  contrary  thereto.  I  was  at  a  loss  how  to  reconcile 
tiie  supposed  necessity  of  my  belief  with  the  charity  ^viiidi  I  thought 
due  to  them.  But  here  I  help'd  myself  with  this  fancy, — that  the 
doctrine  was  not  then  so  well  clear'd  as  it  was  afterwards ;  and  there- 
fore great  ailowances  were  to  be  made  to  those  writers.  The  other 
thing  which  sometimes  surprised  me  was,  that  f  obsenr'd  the  writers 
after  the  Council  of  Nice,  and  particularly  St.  Basil,  appeared  to  have 
had  odd  notions  of  the  iVinity,  as  that  the  three  person.^  had  one  com- 
mon nature,  just  as  three  men  have.  This  seem'd  to  me  downright 
Tritheism;  and  I  wonderM  how  he  came  to  be  counted  orthodox. 
But  these  things  I  reputed  peculiarities,  and  thought  I  avoided  them 
by  the  fewness  of  the  a^!>ertions  I  would  venture  to  advance.  And  ob- 
serving how  very  differently  men  used  to  speak  and  think  of  this  sub- 
ject, I  became  more  and  more  averse  to  the  thmkmg  or  speakhig  of 

*  Wcstere  Inquisition,  p.  i. 
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it,  wad  ■f<ifc<  m^Nr  ^^""^  K  exeqH  as  ic  ctme  in  my  wi^t  whea  I 
WW  reading  with  quite  —itiiLr  Tieir. 

"When  thf-  lit HTM  first  raij4^(l  abowt  Mr.  WhiJ^ton,  I  was  much 
troiiM«><i,  lia\in>'"  an  hi::h  ertotiii  of  L:!u  ^  U.^niLil  oiiJ  puiUa  mail, 
^vho  ha<l  ]n>iii>urM  iiu-  with  ai  fjuaiiitancc  uliile  I  lived  lu  Cam- 
l>ri*1ir»*,  aii«!  a  i"t)rTL'5{>on(lence  after  1  wa-S  r»-iuo\e<L     !  t*M_»k, 

lli<  rt  f-<re,  ihc  lifu  rty  to  write  lain  a  U'tter,  wherein  in  a  friendly  inan- 
m  r  I  expo«Tuhit€d  Willi  him,  and  prodnrM  *oine  ar/mneuts  for  my 
opiiiiun,  aod  aj^ain?t  what  was  reported  to  be  hb.  >lLs  ani»t^■er  ^^-aved 
all  niaoner  of  argumeatp  aiid  referred  me  to  lu»  papen  which  he  in- 
tended to  print,  as  soon  as  thcr  had  been  examined  by  some  learned 
men  into  wfaoee  hands  be  desi^*d  to  put  them;  and  in  the  mean 
while  he  refened  me  to  XiMMmm  de  DrimiUte,  to  tee  hii  notaoni  end 
tboae  of  the  andent  wiiten  together." 

At  length  Dr.  OaikepnbiykM  hia  Sciipttife-doctriiie  of  the  TU- 
nity,  and  I,  eontinidng  as  bodtward  aa  ever  to  pottle  myself  with  em- 
troveny,  would  not  to  much  aa  read  huD.  But  the  talk  of  these  mat- 
ten  very  mveh  increasmg  after  men  had  read  his  book»  I  aoddeatiy 
met  a  friend  who  reproadi'd  me  with  my  slottu  «mI  my  unfiuiness  ia 
not  reading  hoth  sides  of  so  important  a  eontroversy ;  and  thereupon 
I  bought  the  Doctor's  book,  and  Mr.  WhistoB's  five  folttmcs,  reaohmg 
to  inqoire  as  throa^hly  as  I  could  into  the  matter,  and  then  to  write 
somewhat  in  defence  of  my  opinion,  but  with  the  gren^est  caatinw. 
lliis  I  believe  might  be  near  a  twelvemouth  after  the  Doctor's  book 
waa  puMi.-hM." 

**l  was  M>oii  couviiic*d  the  cuniiiiim  opinion  eonbl  not  rea8ona!>ly  l>e 
ott  eniM  a  fundamental  article  ol  tlie  Christian  faith,  a.s  I  had  heen 
too  apt  liefure  to  taiic  it  to  be.  And  ujmui  serious  consi<leration  the 
subject  t^eent'd  to  me  so  abstruse  and  dithcult,  that  I  could  not  imagine 
God  had  made  men's  salvation  to  depend  upon  their  entertaining 
exactly  the  same  notion  concerning  it ;  especially  seeing  the  8cri})tnre 
never  insists  upon  the  absolute  necessity  of  one  uniform  belief  about 
it.  And  I  wm  much  confirmed  in  thift  apprehension,  by  consideriQg 
how  ividely  good  men  had  differed  from  one  another  upon  the  subject 

"  While  I  continued  in  suspence,  being  still  upon  the  searcli,  I  omu 
8ider*d  mtb  my  self,  how  I  ought  to  order  my  practice.  And  here  I 
thought  it  most  safe  for  me  to  keep  close  to  the  Scripture,  which  is 
much  dearer  la  deliveriag  rules  and  examples  for  our  practice,  than 
in  furnishing  tu  with  nice  and  intricate  speculations  As  to  the  Chris- 
tittu  virtueii,  I  apprehended  them  not  much  concerned  in  the  coatrO' 
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fen]Fi  hmI  fai  commitani  I  had  always  tmkkA  mch  iBttete  poim^ 
and  miglit  easily  do  lo  gtiU.  Bal  my  diief  ooaoem  wat  about  my 
ywaahiag  and  prayui^^  Concerniag  the  iianner,  I  wat  raaabwl  tekaep 
nOK  doM  to  the  •cripture  expreauon  than  ever,  and  venture  to  ny 

very  little  in  my  own  words  of  a  matter  about  which  I  was  in  so  much 
duubt  my  self.  As  to  the  latter,  I  could  not  find  there  uus  any  ticca- 
aioii  tor  my  makinj,'  nmch  alteration,  wUirli  ever  notion  shouhi  appear 
to  lie  tlie  truth;  havintf  always  acciisiomM  myself,  as  all  Christians 
fur  the  niost  part  do,  to  pray  to  the  Father,  thro'  the  Son,  iiy  the  Holy 
Spirit,  in  thi>  iIk  11  fore  I  rc^solved  to  on.  The  only  doubt  I  had, 
was  alnnit  the  expediency  and  a^recal)iencss  of  the  doxology  I  often 
used  at  the  end  of  my  prayers.  I  could  not  say  it  was  unlawful ;  but 
I  thought  the  safest  way  was  to  consider  what  sort  of  doxologies  the 
Scriptures  set  before  us,  and  so  recommend  to  our  use.  These  I  ^vas 
man  must  be  safe^  and  the  other  might  be  doubtfiil.  And  it  scem'd 
le  me  veiy  reasonable  that  he  that  piaya  with  othera,  should  make  the 
worship  as  uneKceptioBable  aa  posdble  to  aU  Ghiistiani^  by  avoiding 
to  bri^g  into  it  disputable^  doubtful*  and  unneoeasaiy  things.  For  this 
reMon  I  left  off  the  dox<rfogies  I  had  been  wont  to  use/' 

Mr.  Peiree  was  in  thie  stnte  of  mind  when  he  was  invited  to 
Exeter.    A  few  additional  particulars  may  be  taken  from  the 

nieiiuiir  by  bin  .siiiricul  coiitciuporurv,  Mr.  .John  Fox.*  Thb 
geiillemaii  did  not  hesitate  to  record  very  unequivocally  the 
failings  of  his  frieuda ;  and  hb  the  most  important  purpose  of 
bipgraLphy  cannot  be  accomplished  without  fideHtj,  I  shidl  ven- 
ture to  give  the  greater  part  of  Mr.  Fox's  nanative  verhaitm, 

"The  occasion  of  his  coming  to  Exeter  was  to  succeed  the  old  Mr. 
Trosse.  He  was  settled  at  N^vbury  with  a  very  encoura^ng  congre- 
^tiou  when  he  liad  the  invitation,  and  it  was  not  aoon  or  eadly,  to 

a})pcar.incc  at  least,  he  complied  with  it.  He  saw  that  great  court 
wua  paid  to  hiiii,  and  very  well  knew  how  to  keep  up  his  dignity; 
arcordini^ly,  ho  first  of  all  seemed  to  scruple  the  leaving  of  his  old 
people,  who  were  all  in  tcarii  about  losini^  him,  on  which  account  both 
Loinlon  and  We.st-countr>'  ministers  were  consulted,  who  were  of 
opinion  at  last,  that  it  lui^ht  be  for  the  glory  of  iiod  and  the  interest 
of  the  Dissenters  for  him  to  move  to  Exeter.  When  this  obstacle  was 

•  Idon.  Rep.)  O.  &,  Vol.  zvi.  p.  329. 


Digitized  by  Google 


426 


remoreti,  auoiucr  cMue  in  liew,  which  w  a  ,  liow  tur  it  might  becm^ 
fistejit  with  hii  health  to  come  into  Dr\ (Jij;hirr.  i  u  make  all  ea.sy, 
an  eminent  physician  in  London  wa^  <  'Mi-ult<'<i.  wlio,  aiu.r  duly  weiijh- 
lug  the  case,  adriscd,  that  rcmovin^r  to  E\«  tcr  touid  not  prejudice 
that,  and  thu5  at  last  the  eagrr  desires  of  the  Oxonians  were  gratiAed. 
An  extnordinanr  respect  \ras  paid  him  at  and  long  after  his  first  coming. 
He  wm  looked  upon  as  the  firvt  man  of  the  partj,  and  he  wis  reputed 
a  liappT  man  who  w«t  adniittrd  to  the  conieiHriiiNi  and  •eqmuitiiici 
ef  Mr.  Peirce.  This  was  as  distasteful  to  «ome  minkten  as  it  ivil 
■grcmtole  to  him,  and  laid  the  foimdatioa  £or  tluut  JfUtf  whidi  wit 
ifteiwtda  formed  tgaiuit  Ua^  tkoagh  it  w«t  pratoided  that  they 
acted  pnrelj  fipooi  a  seal  for  truth,  and  the  fiindammtali  of  religioa. 
K«  wi^  iri&ool  doabt,  a  man  «f  great  parti  and  leanung,  and  ii 
Mch,  nuide  a  gccaler  figure  amonf  the  Disaeaten  than  any  cnoif 
Aem  for  may  yean  before  him;  and  then  he  was  always  nrj  iade- 
Mgafak  ia  his  stadies,  aad  was  ao  made,  that  his  whole  suad  and 
thooghla  and  oonmtatioii  were  engaged  in  them.  I  have  oftea  heard 
hias  say,  that  a  thought  would  somettaMS  coaie  hilo  his  head  by  night 
which  pleased  him,  and  that  he  then  constantly  etruck  a  bght,  and 
nent  to  his  study  to  %\Tite  it  down;  and  that  when  he  wai  writing 
.t^.iiust  Dr.  Xichol.  his  u>uul  custom  was  to  go  into  his  study  whca 
the  bell  rung  miie  in  Cambridge  (tor  there  he  liveil  at  it  uuie), 
where  he  al^^-ays  sat  till  four  or  five  next  moniiug,  and  never  thought 
the  time  long-.** 

"He  was  exceedingly  well  verr-ed  in  the  learned  language*,  but 
especially  in  the  Latin,  which  appears  by  his  Undir'icF,  &c.,  though  I 
have  been  credibly  told  that  it  was  corrected  ver)'  accurately  by  the 
then  Master  of  Westminster  School^  who  was  looked  upon  as  a  very 
great  critic  in  that  tongue.  He  was  a  very  goo(l  philosopher  and 
mathematician,  but  what  he  chiefly  bent  his  studies  to  was  divinity 
and  ei^laimng  the  Scriptures.  He  has  given  n  specimen  of  his  talent 
this  way»  In  a  Commentary  on  some  of  St.  Paul's  Bpistles,  alter  the 
manner  of  Mr.  Locke.  I  never  thought  him  a  fine  preacher;  for  his 
common  discourses  were  loose  and  unstudied,  and  he  had  a  sort  of 
cant  b  delhreiing  them  which  pleased  Ids  hearers,  because  it  chiefly 
aifiected  the  passions,  and  because  he  talked  a  great  deal  without  notes. 
In  his  prayers  he  was  often  very  jejune  and  dry,  unless  he  happened 
to  fall  into  a  particular  stnunof  thoughts  which  touched  htm,  and  then 
he  woulil  proceed  with  great  elevation,  without  cant,  tautolog}%  or 
nonsense/' 
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Hm  Mr.  Fm  notkes  hb  cwrtempotwy^g  lov«  of  pcmw  im 

tke  Aasembly,  fmd  then  proceeds  with  the  foUowiuj^  defloriptioii: 

■ 

"  H*  ronveraed  where  he  was  acquainted  with  my  great  freedom, 
and  when  he  was  well  he  liked  to  be  jocose  and  entertaining;  for  he 
told  a  atofy  with  great  humour,  and  would  laugh  immodeiately  when 
any  thing  hit  him,  whether  told  by  another  or  by  himself.  He  was 
quite  a  gentleman  in  his  behaviour,  and  understood  and  practised 
good  manners,  and  he  Imew  how  to  liehave  himself  to  people  of  all 
ranks  and  parties  without  ^Hscovering  any  of  that  unpolite  shyness,  or 
mean  sheepkhness,  inth  wtueh  most  of  his  corps  are  infected  for  want 
of  knowing  and  conversing  mth  people  better  than  themselves.  He 
lived  in  his  family  with  great  decorum,  if  he  was  not  sometimes  a  little 
too  severe  in  executing  his  authority,  for  I  know  he  hath  condescended 
to  the  discipline  of  the  horsewhip  on  some  occasions.  He  was  not 
over  g-eiRTou.'^,  or  much  ^ven  to  hospitjility ;  ho  had  very  seldom  his 
friends  to  cat  or  driuk  ;  and  th()Ui»-h  lie  would  make  free  for  several 
days  tog^ether,  and  has  lieen  entertained  with  the  It  est  of  id  I  sorts,  lie 
has  hardly  invited  that  friend  uho  entertained  him  to  a  single  nieal 
when  he  has  next  seen  hnn.  His  hu  e  of  nitmey  apj>eared  at  the  time 
of  the  monstrous  rise  of  the  South  Sea  Stock;  for  he  wonhl  not  sell 
at  500  or  600  advance,  and  staid  so  long  till  it  fell  and  uassed  his 
market.  He  had  some  peculiarities.  He  never  could  be  persuaded 
to  sit  for  his  picture,  for  he  had  a  notion  that  pictures  originally 
were  the  occasion  of  worshiping  images.  There  was  a  creature  to 
wluch  he  had  a  natural  aversion,  but  he  would  never  tell  what  that 
creature  was,  even  to  his  own  w  ife.  He  would  not  attend  the  marriage 
of  his  own  daughter,  because  he  had  written  against  the  ring  In  mar- 
riage. He  was  always  close  and  secret  about  his  own  affairs,  and, 
what  is  seldom,  very  incurious  about  the  affairs  of  others.  He  used 
no  manner  of  diversion  nor  any  ezerdse,  until  the  swelling  of  his  legs 
and  other  disorders  obliged  him  to  it  And  Indeed  he  was  one  of  those 
people  who  are  never  happy  but  when  they  are  deeply  engaged  in 
thought,  or  In  conversation  which  suits  their  way  and  manner  of  tUnk- 
ing.  He  had  some  very  great  acquaintances,  particularly  Lord  Chan- 
cellor King  and  Dr.  Chirke,  and  was  really  known  and  esteemed  more 
by  the  world  than  any  man  of  his  character  for  a  century  before ;  and 
this  was  the  occasion  of  his  disgrace  and  trouble  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life. 

"  1  don't  lUuik  he  behaved  uader  it  bccouung  a  person  of  lu»  sense 
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and  dignity.  Alter  he  wns  ejected,  he  ri  iiio\  ed  from  the  city  a 
retired  bouse  in  the  subtirhs ;  but  he  retired  i»  a  very  ill-hui]iour»  for 
be  aoiered  bis  pride  to  get  the  better  of  his  philosophy.  I  wfLS  once 
wandng  with  him  in  one  of  his  orchards,  which  had  a  pro8])ect  of  Sc 
Peter*!  towers :  npOA  my  taking  notice  of  it,  he  surprised  me  with 
dying  out,  in  great  resentment  and  bitterness,  'Oh  thut  hated  city!' 
and  it  was  plain  to  everf  one  tiiat  was  intSmate  with  liim,  that  he  liad 
not  svlBcient  greatness  of  mind  to  desfiise  his  enemies,  and  that  he 
aoflered  the  triumph  they  gained  over  liim  in  his  ejection  to  break  his 
heart.  He  did  not  survive  lus  troubles  many  years;  for  thoni^  he  had 
a  handsome  meeting-lionse  bnilt  on  pmpose  for  him,  with  an  enooo- 
raging  con^gmtion;  thongfa  he  got  great  reputation  by  what  he 
wrote  in  the  eontroversy  then  on  foot^  and  though  he  was  handsomely 
provided  for  in  the  woild;  yet  hai  constant  vexation,  added  to  Us 
retired  way  of  lifo,  threw  him  into  a  bad  habit,  which  bnpoverishcd  his 
blood  so  much,  that  a  Teseel  broke  in  liis  lungs,  which  discharged  so 
kiTirclv  that  he  died  in  two  or  three  days.  He  was  sensitde  of  hi:,  dan- 
irer  wheu  lir>t  hi?  dUorder  appeared,  and  he  told  Mrs.  Peiree,  who 
li.ipjH'ucil  to  he  near  hiiii  in  his  kitchen,  wliere  he  was  sittiiig^,  that  he 
alim-s  thought  a  time  wouhi  come  when  they  must  part.  He  t^jioke 
thii^  with  u  firmiH  ^s  and  composure  wliicli  struck  all  who  heard  hini. 
And  one  night  he  u>ked  lib  aju  tin  fan*,  who  watcheil  wiili  him,  what  he 
thousrht  of  his  ca^e,  w  ho  makinir  him  an  answer  which  ijupUed  he  wta 
fearful  vf  tclliui;  the  truth,  he  s>aid,  *  Pray  let  me  know  the  worst,  far 
1  aw  not  afraid  to  die.*  He  then  said  he  doubted  he  had  not  long  to 
live,  u])oa  wiiich  he  answered, '  i  am  satisfied ;  and  go  tell  my  enemies 
that  I  die  in  peace ;  that  1  have  true  comfort  in  the  part  I  have  acted, 
and  for  wluch  I  have  sufiered,  and  that  I  hope  one  day  to  see  my 
Saviour's  foce  with  joy,  when  some  of  them  may  hang  their  heads  and 
tremble.'  He  uttered  this  (as  the  gentleman  declared)  with  an  aston- 
ishing greatness,  and  all  his  behaviour  in  his  kst  scene  of  life  was  be- 
coming  a  good  and  a  great  man." 

Notwitbstaudiiig  part  of  Mr.  Fox's  description,  aome  of  my 
readers  will  be  disposed  to  say,  that  many  of  the  Bconea  of  Mr. 
Mrce's  lifo  were  becoming  n  good  and  a  great  man.  With 
regard  to  the  fiiiUngs  mentioned  in  the  above  extracts,  I  camiot 
satisfy  myself  without  offering  u  few  remarks.  First,  Mr.  Fox 
had  ail  e\  ideut  toudeuc)'  to  be  severe.  .-Vnd  next,  for  the  fail- 
iug8  Mr.  Teirce  reaU>  poeaeaeed,  mnny  aUownnceB  are  to  be 
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made ;  he  was  a  man  of  studioiui  habita ;  the  pfovoeationa  he 
leeeived  were  rery  great;  he  felt  hinuel^  and  he  had  a  right  to 
feel  himeelfy  &r  anperioTy  in  many  respects,  to  his  opponeiits. 
Bnt  the  reader  wHl  say, — still  he  had  feults.  Unquestionably 
be  bad.  Let  thiw,  bowever,  wbo  would  blame  Mr.  Peirce 
employ  tbemselves  ratlier  in  examiniiiii:  their  owu  cbaracters. 
Let  each  ask  himself — if  all  my  own  failings  were  so  unsparing- 
Ij  recorded^  what  would  poateritj  think  of  me.^  Biography,  by 
representing  homan  nature  aa  it  is,  leads  na  to  do  all  in  onr 
power  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to  be. 

"Hewa^  hurled  (says  the  writer  in  the  Protestant  Dissenterii'  Ma«ra- 
z'uw)  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Lfonard's,  Kxon ;  and  his  giimvhii;-  re- 
lations, in  testimony  of  their  affcetioivale  refnrd,  were  desirous  to  liave 
a  stone  with  a  proper  inscription  placed  over  hiui,  and  applied  to  a 
friend  in  London  for  this  purpose,  who  sent  them  a  very  elegant  Latu 
fatteription.  No  one  concerned  in  the  affair  supposed  it  was  necessary 
to  ask  the  consent  of  the  minister  of  the  parish,  to  place  the  stone 
over  the  grave.  However,  when  the  work  was  neariy  finished^  the 
redor  informed  them  that  he  had  a  right  to  inquire  sller»  and  a  power 
tofefbid,  such  mscriptioDS  as  he  disapproved;  and  upon  inspectbg 
that  intended  for  Mr.  Pehce,  he  refused  to  aUow  it  to  be  placed  m 
the  drarchysid.  He  was  then  requested  to  pennit  the  following 
words  to  be  inscribed:  'Here  Het  the  rev,,  leanted,  tmd  fii&ue  Mr, 
Jtmet  Peiree.*  But  the  rer.  rector  would  not  consent,  allei^ng  that 
Mr.  Peliee  could  not  be  styled  rev.,  because  he  was  not  lawfoUjr  or- 
ddned;  nor  because  he  taught  errore.  All,  therefore,  which 
was  pemdtted  to  be  Inscribed  upon  the  tomb  wss, 

***Ma.  James  Pbircb's  tomb.  1/26.*" 

A  list  of  Mr.  Peirce'a  works,  twenty-four  in  number,  waa  in- 
serted at  the  eoncluaioix  of  the  memoir  in  the  Protestant  Dis- 
senters' Magazine.     They  chiefly  relate  to  the  oelebcated 

Exeter  Controversy,  and  to  the  diiicussiou  between  the  Dissent- 
ers and  the  Cburch  of  F^nglaud. 

The  following  is  the  inscription  objected  to  by  the  rector : 
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H.  &  £. 

IaCOSTS  PilBCIVS, 
CLAU  VOIIIVIS  TOlOMWyS, 
«T1  IMBWIO  PBB8P1CACI  UVAtOQVB  tVmCtO 

TAVTAJf  SBTDinorax  rcuciTU  GOmYNXir 

▼T  VTBTM  BXIMIIS  KATTRJI  O0TIBV8 
AH  UtDTSnUJC  OmitAMKllTM  MA018  CaNSnCTTS  IS8BT 

IM  DTBIO  mSUQVlSlB  TtDBATTR. 
IT¥Bm  SfTBIMTM  CATSA  ▼VimAtlCTVM  BB  COIHTUT 
TBDB  FM  4¥tlf QVBlOmni  BOMVM  BBTBBBT8 
INJ>BrB880  LAMBS  AT«TB  DIUMIBIIfVA 
OMBZ  FBBB  ItlTBBABVM,  GBBBBB  JfBNTBM  IMPLBTIT 

«T0  AO  nsoLMts  coGwinointM  bybsi jiu  ali^vio 

8IBI  COMPARARB  POMBT 

TAKTA  ir.lTVR  Ol'TIMARVAl  ARTIVM  8CIBNTIA  INSTRVCTVS 
tVXCTAS  SAt  UI  SiVNBRIS  PABTSS  FLDBLiSSI.ME  PRAESTl  llT 
TAM  ACCTBATIS  CONCIOMBVS  QVAM  SCRIPTiS  SKVUITIS 

PLVliiiiVM  CKLKIiRATVS 
VEKITATIS  AVTBJi  £X<i¥JR£NJDA£  SEJJPEIl       \  |i  I  <  >  s  i  s  ^  i  ,M  VS 
CYU  IN  KONKVLLIS  TANDEM  ACCIDIT  VT  SKNTEXTIAM  M  VTABJiT 
PARI  PftVUEXTIA  ET  INTEGRlTATfi  SB  GESMT 
NAil  VT  ALIOS  EA  C&LXRB  SBDVLO  CVR-VVIT 
DVM  ILJUORVM  IN'TBRBSSB  VT  SClBBIfT  HAYD  CREDIDIT 
•IC  «yjf  FMiMVM  WLfiABB  NB0B86ABITM  ITDICAVIT 
HTUiO  SVG  COMMOOO  AVT  mCOMMODO  ApDVCl  FOTVIT 
QTO  mHV9  rvaiJGB  PBOnTBBBTVB, 

aurC  ttf  QTOBmOAIC  ofjbkbionbm  fobtb  hccidbmb 

QTIBTBCYN  AMTBA  €0HC0BJ»1TBB  TIZBIUT 
CYM  BBUQTAM  TlXAB  PABTBIf  lAM  MAGIS  rmiYATAJi 

am  ywM  batd  mimts  ]<abobiosaji 

HBQYB  AL08  mMVB  TTILBll  TBAMSIOBBB  8TATVBBAT 
BAOBtS  UTBBI8  BXPUCANDM  8B  PBABCIPTB  ADDIXIT 
CTI  PBABCLABO  OPBBI  CYM  QYATYOB  AKWOS  IMPBMDBBAT 
PABTtBYB  QYIBYSDAM  BD1TI84|TAB  imBHIl 

mt  DoenuwAB  pbbpbtya  bbymt  mokyiibnta 

WTHAM  MOflDO  CORRBPTVS  PIB  PLACIDB  QYB  BB0B88IT 

Ul  KAs..  Aprilib  a.  D.  M.  DC€.  XXYI. 

AETATiS  SVAli  iilil. 

In  £u|flitfh : — 
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Him  libs 
Jamss  Pbirci, 

AM  BMIMKT  DITIlll 
WKOaS  OMAT  LBAHNING»  HAPPILT  JOINSD 

wiTK  A  PBinrTRATnifl  esmus  and  soud  jvwmMwr, 

nWMM  TO  BAYB  tMWT  W  J^VWtWVh  WBBTBBB  BM  SXOBUiBlfT 

BKDcyiriiBim  ov  watvu  o»  acquiud  AsiLmu  anrraiiBD 

HIM  MOKB  CONSPICUOUS. 

He  was  kducatko  at  the  I'nivehsity  of  Utrecht, 

FKOM  WHENCE  RETI  RNIVG  HOMC  AK  ri:K  FIVE  YEARS, 
BY  INDEFATIGABLL  LAUULii  AS  U  DlLKJKVCE 
HE  PURNJSHED  }fI8   MINI>  WITH   .MOST  PART.s  OF  LITKKATURE 
THAT  MIGHT  Bfi  UF  SblcVlCK  TO  HIM  IN  THE  STUDY 

OF  DIVINITY  ; 

AND    flAVINO    GAINED   S(»   GREAT  A    KNOWLEDGE   OF  TfTK  BEST 
ARTS,  HE  VERY  FAITHFULLY  lUSCHAR^TKn  ALL  THE  PARTE 
OF  HIS  SACRED  OFFICE,  AND  WAS  EQUAI.I.Y  CELBRATSB 
FOR  HIS  ACCUBATB  HISCOUBSBS  IH  THB  KJUPIT 
AVD  BIB  UABIIBD  WRITUIOS; 
nVT  BBING  ALWAT8  A  HOST  OIUOBHT  IBQUIRBB  AJTBB  TBVTH> 
BAFPBBIirO  III  SOMB  THIHOS  TO  CBAVOB  HIS  OPINION,  HB 
AOTBO  WITH  BQUAL  PBUDBNCB  AND  INTBGBITT,  POB,  AS 
HB  CABBFULLT  CONCBALBD  HIS  SBNTIMBNT8  PBOH 
0TBBB8,  WBILB  BB  TBOUGBT  IT  WAS  NOT  THBIB 
CONCBBN  TO  KNOW  TBBM  ; 
SO  WBBN  HB  JrMBD  THB  DISOOVBBT  OP  THBM  NBCBSSART, 
MO  TOEWS  OP  ADTANmOB  OB  BISADTAMTAOB  COUIA  PBSVAIL 
WnV  HIM  NOT  TO  PBOPBSS  TMBM  PUBMCLT. 
Br  THM  MBAMS  PAIiUNO  UNDBB  THB  JIISPtiBASUBS  OP  SOMB 
WITH  WHOM  BB  HAD  BBFOBB  UYBD  IN  PBIBNDSHIP, 
DBSIGNINO  NOW  TO  SPBND  THB  REMAINDER  OF  HIS  LIFE  MORE 
PRIVATELY,  THOrcJH  NOT  WITH  LESS  LAHOUR  TO  HIMSELF 
NOR  BENEFIT  TO  OTHERS, 
HE  APPLIED   HIMSELF  CHIEFLY  TO  EXPLAIN  THE  SACRED  SCRIP- 
TURES, IN   WHICH    EXCELLKVT   \\  ()PiK    HAVfXO  SPENT  FOUR 
YEARS  AND  PT  BLl^HED  SOME  IWllTS  OF  IT, 
WHICH   WILL   HE  PERPETUAL   MONUMENTS  OF   li  Ih  A  BI LITI ES  AND 
LBABMINO,  BEIN(i  SEIZED  WITH  A   FATAL  l>lSTBMrEB  UB 
PIOUSLY  AND  CALMLY  EXPIRED, 

ON  THE  XXX  OF  March,  M.  DCC.  iUVi. 

IN  THB  LIU  TBAR  OF  HIS  AOB. 
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MuAiJAH  TOWOOOD  was  bom  ;it  Axmiuster,  in  (he  vear 
IT*'^^.  He  was  die  LTand^on  of  Matthew  Towgood,  uu  ojectt  d 
mml$ter.  ThU  gentleuiau  had  two  sous  ;  the  elder  waa  a  loiii- 
ttler^  and  Ihe  Mutt  of  Scepliea  Towgood ;  the  jonnger  was  a 
pbjBcbn,  and  fuber  oT  Mioagak  The  anlject  of  this 
skeleh  imived  his  admtioQ  in  the  house  of  his  lather  till  he 
w;ij<  sent  to  the  acadeinr  of  Mr.  Clmdwick,  which  was  in  great 
repute  among  the  Dij^^euters  in  the  We-t  of  EnL^land.  He 
remained  here  till  I>;id  v-dayy  1717,  when  he  was  removed,  to- 
gedier  with  his  schcK^l-fellow  Mr.  (aHerw  ards  Dr.)  Amorjr,  to 
TnaaaoL,  and  plaeed  nnder  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  James 
and  the  Rev.  Henij  Gn>ve»  who  snpeiintended  an  academical 
institntion  in  that  town.  In  1772,  he  succeeded  Mr.  Sparke 
as  pastor  of  the  Pri^bvterian  eoDgTegativ>ii  ui  Murciou-i:l*uiij>- 
stead,  and  laboured  a^idaoaal}'  and  succe^tully,  in  thia  comer 
of  the  \'inpmrd,  fonrteen  rears.  During  his  residence  here,  he 
married  Miss  Hawker,  dao(^itier  of  James  Hawker,  Esq.,  of 
Lnppit,  Devon,  hy  whom  he  had  fimr  children,  onlj  one  of 
whom  survived  him.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1736,  pros- 
pects  of  more  extensive  usefulness  opened  to  him  bv  an  invita- 
tion tij  >cttle  at  C'rediton ;  his  congregation,  with  the  hope  of 
retaining  him,  offered  to  raise  his  salarj,  but  bo  was  inBnenced 
bjr  higher  motives ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  1737,  he  entered 
npon  his  new  ehaige.  Here  he  panned  die  oomse  which  had 
rendered  his  ministry  so  nsefbl  at  Moreton.  In  this  year,  he 
first  appeared  before  the  public  as  the  advocate  of  religious 
liberty. 

The  title  of  the  pamphlet  which  he  then  pubh'shed,  is  High- 
flown  Episcopal  and  Priestly  Chums  Examined" ;  its  olject  is 
to  asert  the  snffictencj  of  Sciiptore  as  a  role  of  fiith  and  pnc- 
tiee,  without  creeds,  articles,  and  oeremonies,  snd  the  right  of 
every  man  to  interpret  it  for  himself.  In  1739,  he  publi^heti 
"The  Dissenters'  Apf>logy,  '  u  vindication  of  the  Dissenters 
from  Home  cbarsos  brought  against  iheiii  in  the  posthumous  ser- 
mons of  Dr.  \N  arren,  and  an  examination  of  schism,  chaich 
authority,  and  civil  estabHshmeots  of  religion.   About  the  same 


Digitized  by  Google 


BXBTBH, 


433 


time  appeand  three  letten  ol  hm,  dgned  **  Fkiilii%"  in  a  periodic 
cal  work  called  The  CHd  Whig,  on  the  order       reading  the 

ridk'iilouij  stories  of  1  obit,  jtiid  Hell,  and  the  Dragon,  and  on 
the  services  of  Coutiniiatiou  and  Absolution.  His  next  publi- 
cation !<  pamphlet  entitled  "  Spanish  Cruelty  and  Injustice, 
a  justifiable  Plea  for  a  vigorons  war  with  Spain,  and  a  rational 
ground  for  hope  of  sneceni."  This  was  followed  bj  a  tract  on 
Recoverj  from  Sicknesa,"  which  passed  through  three  editions, 
and  was  reprinted  in  America.  During  the  rebellion  of  1745, 
Mr.  T.  gave  to  the  public  a  Seniion  u\i  the  Errors,  Abi^nrdities, 
and  Iniquities  of  Popery  ;  and  liisiiop  iiumet  and  Bishop  Lloyd's 
Account  of  the  Pifeteudcr's  birth.  The  same  jear  appeared, 
**  The  Dissenting  Gentleman's  Letters  in  answer  to  Mr.  White," 
a  work  which  shews  the  author  to  have  been  one  of  the  ablest 
ad\  ocates  of  religious  liberty.  Whoever  wishes  to  know  the 
true  grounds  upon  which  true  Dissenters  justify  their  separation 
from  the  Church  of  England,  should  consult  this  admirable 
work.  Mr.  T.  next  published,  "  An  Essay  on  the  Character  of 
Charles  L"  In  the  appendix  to  this  work,  he  brings  forward 
the  testimony  of  Bnmet,  Echard,  Clarendon,  Rapin,  and  Hume, 
to  prove  that  the  Presbyterian  clergy  were  the  only  body  of  men 
in  the  kingdom  that  hud  the  courage  to  oppose  and  protest 
ag-ainst  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  King,  and  to  petition 
for  his  life  after  it  had  been  condemned  ;  and  that  they  had  the 
principal  b*"*!  in  restoring  his  son.  This  onl}  hIiows,  what  we 
have  too  many  reasons  for  believing,  that  the  Presbyterians  of 
that  period  had  very  contracted  notions  of  liberty,  and  often 
acted  in  the  passive-obedient  spirit  of  the  andent  poet^ 

"Though  kings  forget  to  govern  as  they  ought. 
Yet  subjects  must  obey  as  they  are  bound."* 

The  next  event  in  Mr.  Towgood's  life  was  his  removal  to 

Exeter,  in  I7IJ).  He  now  published  two  pamphleto — "llie 
Baptism  of  Infanta  a  reasonable  service,    and  "Dipping  not 

«  Tha]fisrlofI)omt,inhittea8«ly<ifGoMac^flittaciedini561. 
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tbe  im\y  SoriptUTAl  und  Prinutive  Mode  of  Baptwing/'  In 
he  mm  tbe  meaus  of  defe«titig  an  attenipl  to  make  ssb* 

scription  to  tlie  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  a  condition  of  receiving 
ordiimtioii  frum  the  Exeter  AssoniMv.  In  17o(),  :i  Charge'  by 
the  BUhop  of  Oxford  to  his  Clergy,  led  him  to  publish  "Serious 
and  Free  Thonght«  on  the  Present  State  of  the  Chon^h  aud 
Religion."  In  tlue  spirited  pamphlety  he  reminds  the  Bishop 
that  among  the  canses  asagned  bj  his  loiddiip  for  tbe  pcevalence 
of  scepticism,  he  had  ibigotten  to  mention  that  the  clergy  them- 
selves solemnly  subscribe  to  articles  they  do  not  believe.  Two 
yeurs  afterwards,  the  taking  ol  Cape  Breton  ftumished  our  author 
with  a  snbject  for  a  sermon,  which  he  also  printed. 

When  it  was  pfopoeed  to  establish  an  aeademieal  insHtntion 
at  Gzeter^  the  necessitj  of  securing  the  co-operation  of  Mr. 
Towgood  was  immediately  seen.  The  plan  was  carried  into 
effect  in  17(M),  and  he  undertook  to  deliver  to  the  students 
critical  lectures  uu  the  .Seriptnres.  This  he  continued  to  per 
form  till  the  breaking  np  of  the  establishment  in  17tt8.  He 
also  perlbnned  all  Ida  pastoral  doties  till  1782,  when  he  re- 
signed his  ehafge^  having  laboured  in  the  ministry  mors  tiiaa 
tiireewseore  yean.  On  his  retiremeiit,  an  alfeetfonate  and  rea* 
pectful  address,  nccompanicd  b}-  a  haudsumc  silver  vase — with 
an  appropriate  inscription — was  presented  to  him  by  the  united 
oongregations.  He  was,  at  the  same  time,  requested  to  allow 
some  of  his  disoonrsea  to  be  published  at  their  expense.  This 
request  was  not  complied  with,  probably,  from  a  ftar  that  at  his 
advanced  ege  he  riionld  not  be  aUe  to  bestow  the  reqnigite 
labour  oil  the  revision  of  his  MSS.  He,  however,  publisluHl 
an  lulilress  \o  the  two  concrregiitions  on  "  The  (i rounds  ol  i-aitti 
in  Christians,"  comprisiug  a  concise  view  of  the  Evidences  of 
Christianity. 

Mr.  Towgood  lived  nine  yean  after  his  pastors!  connexion 
had  ceased.  He  expired,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-one^ 
without  pain,  and  in  the  perfect  possession  of  his  mental  facul- 
ties. The  description  of  his  character  will  be  best  given  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  Manning ^ 
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It  wet  Ml  only  hit  tbOilMt  m4  dnquenoe  m  %  pmcbar  which 
wound  him  the  ratpeetfiil  attention  of  hit  aodknoe,  and  the  affection 
of  iaa  fmnds.  Thete  were  aeoonpaBied  by  ao  amiable  temper  and 

exemplary  life.  His  natural  powers,  to  those  who  have  read  his  works 
or  atteudud  his  niiuistr)',  miujt  appear  to  have  been  good,  but  his  morid 
character  was  tnily  lovely.  His  dis<'ourscs  were  the  iruiisrript  of  his 
Si>ul»  and  his  life  wiis  the  enforrciiient  of  his  scnnons,  the  best  com- 
ment  to  his  preuclung ;  and  by  these  utcaus  he  i»ccured  the  respect  Mid 
veneration  of  his  hearers." 

"  Mr.  Towirood's  public  services  were  assisted  by  private  devotions. 
He  never  entered  the  pulpit  without  first  addressing  hiinself  to  God 
for  a  blessing  in  his  retirements.  Private  prayer  was  always  the  first 
and  last  business  of  the  day»  and  it  was  by  these  exercises  he  fumisln- d 
IdmBelf  mth  spirit  and  resolution  to  go  through  the  active  duties  of 
his  prafeMion :  this  delightful  intercoune  with  the  Father  of  hia  tpirii^ 
gave  animation  and  zeal  to  his  public  senices,  and  rendered  them  a 

Ideming  to  lus  flock  In  the  devotions  which  his  £unily  and 

fiiends  were  called  upon  to  abare,  he  was  e(|iiaily  constant  and 
regular/' 

"Thougli  Mr  Tow]good  was  thus  remarlcably  devout,  there  was 
notfaing  formal*  austere,  or  Ibitidding  in  his  manners.  '  Sanctity  sat 
so  easily,  so  unaflectedly,  so  gracefully  upon  film,  that  in  liim  we  lielield 
dm  my  besnty  of  holiness.*  Strict,  regular,  and  exemplary  in  his  piety ; 
be  was  firely,  Ihmiliar,  and  condescending  in  company.  Cheerfiilly 
did  he  mix  with  his  fiuuily  and  friends  in  the  hours  of  relaxation,  and 
bore  his  part  in  conversation  with  uU  the  good  natured  pleasanlr)-  of 
u  wituous  heart.  He  j)os:iessed  Icarniug  without  the  pedanlry  and 
pride  with  vvhicli  It  U  often  accompanied  ;  and  his  attention  to  study 
never  indi.sposed  him  to  those  smaller  attentions  by  which  the  esteem 
and  atfection  of  mankind  are  greatly  ecuieiliated  " 

**  Mr.  Towgood  had  an  exquisite  reli.-li  fi»r  -()(  icfy,  and  uius  hiiustlf 
a  most  entertaininfi;^  companion.  His  mimi  was  furnished  with  an 
ample  store  of  knowledge,  not  only  in  matters  connected  with  his  pro- 
Isssion  but  in  most  of  the  subjects  of  liberal  inquiry.  He  knew  the 
ciffl  and  ecdesiaitical  history,  both  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  with 
an  tfmctnem  very  surprising  in  a  man  so  conversant  in  deeper  studies. 
He  wa<s  also  well  ac(]uaiutcd  with  the  histoiy  of  arts,  sciences,  and 
manufactures.  Of  tliese  he  had  Uved  long  enough  to  see  many  in 
their  infoncy  and  maturity;  he  could  therefore  trace  them  from  their 
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^Bewm  mmik  iiBttera ttMi  the ewipiy hm brcthrea  indw 
MM  III,  a  hfiM  liKir  wtifrt^  wd  ooouniniatiiv  hii  oim  on 
ifcr<ilii|1fil  Willi  1  11,  mii  iiillj  Scripture  kooirled^  wad  inquiry. 
From  dM  fnemdkj  mtrnmn  m  nUck  ht  received  thctn,  and  his  exten* 

sire  ct>iTespoDdeiice  ^nA  tl»»  Ik  toigiit  ju>tly  have  been  called  the 
cxuirnt  of  lore  and  faarmoBv,  itt  the  firiendly  Meodetioiis  of  tfietwo 

We*tt.ni  omntit?  Hb  learning,  piet}-,  Mnceritr,  experience,  md 
gi)o<l  sens**,  irave  him  an  anthcmtr  and  influence  anu»nif  his  brethren, 
whom  he  al«av>  treated  with  adVction  and  freedouij  and  troiu  uhoin 
he  al«-dN>  fount!  the  retunia  ot  re.-pect  and  esteem.  Many  occasions 
oiTurrtnl  which  afforded  him  opportiuuUe&  of  exertinjsr  this  jn^iU  ac- 
quired iuduen<  t-  in  checking  and  diaoNUi^ianciBg  a  diviuTe  spirit  in 
MiaMtcrs  and  in  coBgregataou." 


It  Is  well  kDOwn,  that  m  his  religions  opinions,  Mr.  Towgood 
was  sa  ArisOy  baring,  in  earljr  life,  relinqmalied  the  generallj 
received  doctrine  of  the  Trinirr.   Hie  value  which  be  attached 

tu  CLriritiiin  freedom  uad  iutcriritv  is  shewn  bv  his  dechinitiou, 
"  I  etiteem  it  a  gineater  liouuur  to  be  deisceuded  Irom  these  uoble 
confessors  (the  ejected  ministers),  than  to  have  bad  a  coronet  or 
gprter  in  the  line  of  mj  amsestry."  fiqnallj  ehaiacteristio  of 
bis  eharitaWe  spirit  are  bis  remaifcs  on  the  arrangements  of 
Phividence,  with  regard  to  diflerenoes  of  ofnnion. 

'*  Had  it  been  the  intention  of  Heaven,  that  wc  shiMild  \r,\ve 
all  seen  things  in  the  baiue  light,  the)'  would,  doubtlesis,  have 
been  revealed  with  such  clearness  and  preci^jioo,  as  that  no 
sinoers  in^otrer  oonld  possibly  have  mistaken  them ;  and  that 
no  diverriiy  of  opinion  amongst  the  followers  of  Christ  should 
ever  have  taken  i^ace.  Bnt  wbere  tben  wonld  have  been  the 
opportunity  for  the  display  of  that  candour  and  condescenmon, 
that  metkiicss  and  self-conquest,  that  mntiial  forbearance,  bu- 
mility  and  chantj,  which  are  some  of  the  brightest  ormimenti», 
and  even  glories  of  the  Christian  character,  and  which  are  of 
infimtely  greater  value,  to  recommend  ns  to  the  Divine  &fcnr, 
than  any  rigbtness  of  opinion,  and  any  orthodoxy  of  sentiment^ 
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ill  many,  which  have  been  tkou^t,  aud  wkidi  r^Ul^'  are,  gre^t 
doctrines  of  revelation." 

I  cannot  oanoliide  tbis  memoir  vithmit  expramiiig  a  hope  Uuit 
some  of  mj  rvaden  will  be  indooedy  bj  the  extnusts  I  have 
given^  to  make  themselves  aeqoamted  witii  the  life  of  Mr.  Tow- 
good)  by  Mr.  Manning, — "  whose  memor;-  i^to  use  the  hist  words 
of  tlm  valuable  piece  of  biography,)  will  ever  be  dear  to  me, 
and  to  all  who,  like  me,  have  dcri\  ed  iustniction  and  delight 
fiom  the  epiiit  of  hie  wiitingiy  and  the  oharme  of  hie  converea- 
tioiL" 


TiMOTHV  Kenrigk  was  bom,  January  26th,  1750^  at 
Wjim  HaUy  in  the  parish  of  Roabooy  in  Denbighshire;  and 
received  his  grammar  learning  at  a  private  school  in  Wrexham. 
He  soon  discovered  a  predilection  for  the  ChrisHan  ministrjr,  as 

exercised  among  Protestant  Disseiiters ;  an  office  which  had 
been  sustained  with  emineut  credit  and  usefulness  by  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  the  Rev.  John  Kenrick>  of  Wrexham. 

In  his  sixteenth  yvat,  he  became  a  pupil  at  Daventry,  then 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Ashwortht  and  shortlj  afterwards  of  Mr. 
Robins.  Here  be  pursued  lus  studies  with  signal  reputation 
luid  advautage ;  being  dihtiuguifehed  by  the  excellence  of  his 
temper,  the  correctness  of  his  judgmeut,  the  diligence  of  his  ap- 
plication, and  the  extent  and  solidity  of  his  attainments  From 
the  lust  he  seems  to  have  cultivated  a  habit  of  devotion  with 
singular  assiduity^  making  himself  master  of  a  rich  variety  of 
scriptural  expressions  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  them  into 
Lis  prayers  in  the  family  i'ud  in  }>ublic  ; — a  practice  in  which  he 
was  remarlced  for  conaidcrable  propriety  of  selection. 

It  was  a  proof  of  the  high  sense  entertained  of  his  acquire- 
ments and  virtues  that  he  was  chosen  an  asristant-tntor  m  the 
academj  before  he  had  completed  bis  own  coune  of  studjr,  and 
was  further  appointed  to  read  lectures,  during  one  year,  for  Mr. 
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Ac  Section 4if  Bir.  ftnlAim,  Mr>  KcBriflkoondned  MiMvi- 

ces,  first,  as  classical,  sad  next,  as  MAaMlieal  tatar ;  «ad  by 

punctnfility,  zeiil,  and  accuracy',  anitf^  with  grmt  ^ramms  of 
purpose,  aud  »  mild  and  happy  ma&tier  of  reprooi,  he  guned,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  attachment  of  his  papOs.  Having,  ham^wmt 
die  slated  ezcrose  of  his  fitoiwwoii  still  in  view,  he  nae  ma 
caQed  to  anotlMr  spliefe  of  dnty» 

in  the  beghmiDg  of  the  ytnr  17B4,  Mr.  Kevi^  wae  invilai 
to  »nccir»e<l  ytr.  Tow2"ood  at  Kxeter.    In  the  suuiiiicr  of  the 
foiiowiiig  year  he  was  ordained,  and  upon  this  occasion  he 
delivered  a  starerocnt  of  his  reiipoaB  beUd*,  tdiich,  at  that  time, 
wea  £ur  from  bein^  direedjr  opposed  fo  llie  rseeived  opiniao. 
One  sobject,  eertsmlj,  whieh  he  efterwerds  viewed  m  a  diftr* 
ent  light,  was  the  proprietor  of  ordiiialkMi  fftmH,  as  it  is  asnall  j 
observed  anion?  Dissenters.    Not  that  he  disapproved  of  a  reli- 
gions service  in  order  to  introduce  the  connexion  between  a 
pastor  and  his  flock ;  for  in  snch  a  serviec  he  was  himself  to 
hare  engaged  m  the  aatnmn  of  180#y  had  aot  his  deadi  inter- 
vened.  He  was  penoadedy  however,  tliat  viBoriptiinl  senti- 
meats  of  tfie  positive  institntions  of  <he  gospel,  are  considerably 
promoted  hy  the  custom  of  ministers  not  being  permitted  to 
celebrate  baptism  or  the  Lord  s  sapper,  previous!/  to  the  cere- 
mony denominated  ordination.   On  quitting  the  academy,  Mr. 
Kenriek  was  &r  from  eessing  to  be  a  stodent   Mioh  ae  his 
profieiene J  smrpassed  his  years,  he  stOl  appiied  himasif  wilh  a»> 
treordinary  diligence  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  as  weU  as 
to  the  commnnication  of  it,  and  especially  to  that  of  theological 
knowledge.    Mnch  of  his  timt*  was  employed  in  preparing  ins 
compositions  for  the  pulpit ;  much  in  disehaiging  the  lesser  datics 
of  the  pastoral  rektion ;  and  it  was  also  his  ol||eet  to  increase 
his  qualifications  for  two  highly  important  bfanches  of  service^ 
die  exposititm  of  tiie  Seriptnres,  and  the  leUgions  instractiOQ  of 
the  young. 

He  now  entered  on  a  more  rritical  examiuatioa  of  the  Sew 
Xeatament  in  the  original  language,  with  only  the  oecaskaial 
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help  ol  some  oi'  the  best  commuutaturb.    To  thin  dircctuiu  uf 
kia  studies  were  owing  the  ezpoeitory  lectures  on  the  histaiical 
hocka  of  IliB  CbdstiAa  oovcuaii  wbiob  be  delivered  more  iban 
ouoe  lo  bk  congregatkm;  and  to  tbie  be  wm  indebted^  under 
Pftividwkce,  for  a  bappy  ebange  in  his  eenliments  of  Christian 
dui;tfiiie.    Some  of  (he  lirst  roligious  impressiony  on  bis  luiiid 
were  accomptmied       bis  adiuission  of  tku  teucU  iueulcated  in 
the  Assembly's  Cutecbi^m.    Que  of  his  fitvonrite  boc)k<  in  eiui/ 
liib  «ae  Dir.  Doddridge'e   Biae  and  ProgieaB  of  Religion  in  the 
Sonl."   Tliia  treadae^  with  many  claima  on  approbation,  justly 
ineiirB  the  aeenaatioa  of  deacriblng  reUgioiia  ezodlence  as  a  oer- 
taiii  Uaiu  aud  state  of  tbc  affections:,  raiber  tbau  us  a  principle 
and  buljit.    2So  powerful  was  its  iutlueuce  ou  Mr.  Keurick, 
tbat»  agreeably  to  »  direetion  eontaiued  ia  it,  he  drew  up  and 
subscribed  a  aolenm  SAt  of  self-dedioation.  to  a  holy  life.  But, 
while  be  gave  this  proof  of  the  devonl  and  seriooa  temper  by 
which  he  was  always  chiincterized,  his  feeliugs  were  overcast 
hy  Ji  gloom  borderiug  ou  tbut  despair  wbicb  Dr.  Priestley  like- 
wise experienced  in  bis  youtb,  aud  which  proceeded  from  a 
aimilar  cause.    It  was  then  the  practice  of  Mr.  Kenriok  to 
legaid  God  aa  the  arbitrary  sovereign  of  the  buman  laoe,  and 
not  aa  their  graeidaa  Father ;  he  was  then  perplexed  aa  to  the 
proper  object  of  his  worship,  and  liad  a  constant  fear  of  ineniring 
tlie  dbjpleaaure  of  one  of  tbe  persons  in  tbe  IViuiry,  hy  present- 
ing bis  addresses  to  unother.    At  a  subsequent  period,  be  fre- 
quently coatrasted  with  gratitude  the  doubts  aud  the  despond- 
ency of  bis  Ibnner  days,  with  tlie  aeienity  and  joy  arising  £rom 
bja  enbaeqiient  belief.   At  the  time  of  bia  removal  to  Exeter, 
his  views  of  the  Trinity  were,  probably,  those  that  had  been 
taken  b\'  Dr.  S.  Clarke,  aud  bis  creed,  in  respect  to  otber  arti- 
cles, approuebed  more  ucarly  to  the  doctrines  of  ArnuiiiQ% 
than  to  those  of  Calvin. 

Jn  tbe  conne  of  his  aobseqnent  investigation,  he  gained  a 
persnaaion,  whieb  gradually  increased  in  strength,  that  Jeaoi, 
the  mediator  of  tbe  new  covenant,  is  neither  Qod  equal  with  tbe 
Father,  nor  a  ]>re-existeut  and  superaugelic  beiug,  but  simply  of 
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tke  bnxnaa  nee,  tbougk  lughljr  distingniflhed  by  tke  Deity  be* 
jrand  former  mnnHigt  ii  and  prapbeli.  Henfitf  he  ntgeided  tbe 
doctrine  of  the  gospel  as  more  simple  indeed  lhaa  he  had 
hitfierto  oonaidefed  it,  bat,  at  the  aaoe  time,  mora  crotfble  aad 

useful.  On  dtber  iiu^K)rtant  articles  in  dispute  among  the  pro- 
fessory  ul  Cliristianitj,  he  also  di&cl* 

change  in  his  opinions.  In  these  pages,  however,  it  is  the  less 
neceawy  to  state  hie  rdigions  sentiments  at  length,  as  thejr  ait 
ftllj  fepresented  in  two  postfanmons  vohunes  of  his  seraiOB^ 
and  In  hia  Exposition  of  the  Ifistorical  teta  <tf  the  Christiaii 

Scriptures.  To  oonosal  or  disfpuse  his  views  of  Divine  truth 
fruiu  the  fiocieties  whom  he  served  whs  not  the  disposition  oi" 
Mr.  Kemiok.  If  to  some  persons  they  were  ohnoxiaus,  and  if 
they  were  nnpopolar  in  the  c^es  of  others^  he  had  not  so 
leaxned  Christ  aa  to  shrink,  on  these  acoonata,  from  avowing 
them.  EventoaUy,  thej  were  embiaced  hy  many  meaibeiB  of 
his  flock. 

At  the  half-yearly  assembly  ut  the  Protestaiit  Disaentiii?  mi- 
nisters of  Devon  and  Comwally  at  Exeter,  May  7,  IIHS,  Mr. 
Eenriok  delivered  a  disoonrse,  on  the  best  method  of  oom- 
mnnffiaring  religions  knowledge  to  yonng  men/'  whieh  he  after- 
wards made  publie.  Eaxl/  in  1792,  he  pnbliahed  a  sermon 
wMeh  had  heen  deliver^  on  the  preceding  />th  of  November, 
and  which  was  entitled,  "  The  Spirit  of  Persecutors  Exemplified ; 
and  the  conduct  to  be  observed  towards  their  descendants." 
This  snbject  and  his  application  of  it  bad  evidently  been  sug- 
gested to  him  hj  those  memorials  of  bigotry  and  intoleimnee 
which  he  had  reeenUy  perceived  at  BSrmingbam.  The  steady 
and  well-directed  aeal  of  Mr.  K^irick  prompted  him,  in  the 
same  year,  to  deviskj  and  attempt  the  entabUblimeut  of  an  Uni- 
tarian Book  Society^  in  the  West  of  luugland,  upon  the  plan  of 
one  which  had  been  instituted  some  months  before  in  the  me- 
tropolis. Convineed  of  the  desirableness  of  a  provininal  asso* 
elation  for  the  like  purposes,  he  exerted  himself  in  reeooimending 
it  to  his  friends,  took  an  active  part  in  framing  the  niles  of  it, 
drew  up  the  simple  and  perspicuous  statement  which  stands  at 
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tlie  hemA  of  them,  end,  to  Us  desth,  disoharged  tite  oAlee  of  ite 

secretary  with  the  utmost  vigihince  and  puuctualitj.  Ou  the 
»ecoud  ttiiiverjiary  of  this  institutiou,  Sept.  3,  1793,  Mr.  Renrick 
deHverad  a  aermon  at  Tatmton^  whiefa)  a  few  months  al^er- 
wafdsy  was  committed  to  the  ynm,  and  fhe  oljject  of  which  is 
to  dww  that  the  psriod  is  pfobahl/  arrived  for  the  mival  and 
Mbaloii  of  those  two  tmportsnt  troths,  the  imitx  of  the  IXviiie 
BeiiiLS  and  the  liumauity  of  Christ.  Amonjr  the  useful  publica- 
tious  circulated  bv  the  Western  Unitarian  ►Society,  are  a  vol- 
ume  of  prayerg  for  families,  and  another,  of  prayers  for  indivi- 
duals :  both  these  worha  were  oampiled  bj  Mr.  Kenrieky  parti/ 
from  printed  forms  already  in  existence,  and  partly  fiom  oom- 
munlealions,  in  msnnsoript  by  himeelf  and  several  of  his  ftiends. 
Soon  after  the  beginning  of  1795,  he  printed  "  An  Address  to 
Young  Men,"  &c.,  which  has  been  published  bince  iiia  death, 
in  the  first  vdume  of  his  discourses. 

About  this  time,  he  entertained  the  serious  wish  of  again 
nndertaldng  the  office  of  a  tutor.  To  instruct  the  yomig  was 
an  employment  congenial  to  his  mind,  and  his  delight  in  it, 
added  to  his  conviction  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  snch  exertions 
in  the  cause  of  learuiug  and  religion,  now  induced  him  to  pro- 
ject the  re-establishment  o£  an  academical  institation  at  Exeter, 
principally  with  the  view  of  providing  for  a  encceasion  of  Dis- 
senting ministeri.  In  the  sommer  of  1199,  he  opened  lua  hooee 
for  this  purpose ;  having  obtained  the  able  co*opemtion  of  Mr. 
Bretland  in  the  classical  and  mathematical  department.  Some 
of  his  Htudenls  were  designed  lor  commercial  and  civil  life  ;  and 
all  were  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Mr.  Kenrick^ 
in  whose  fiunily  most  of  them  rended^  and  from  whom  they  re- 
ceived lectures  in  logic,  the  theory  of  &e  human  mind,  and  the 
evidences,  doctrines,  and  history  of  natoial  and  revealed  reli- 
gion. In  general,  the  course  of  instruction  and  discipline  pur- 
sued in  this  seminary  resembled  that  which  had  been  followed 
with  success  at  Daventry.  By  the  assistance  of  some  of  Mr. 
Kemick's  friends,  in  his  immediate  neigbboorhood,  and  of  others 
at  a  distance^  exlubilions  were  given  to  a  few  stndenta  in  divini- 
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tji  aadtodie  iuM UberaUtj In m indebled lur  anMU^lNU 
elegsaty  set  of  plnlosopfaiflal  inatnnneatis  sod  for  some  yihwiMe 
books,  in  sdditioii  to  the  use  of  sn  esodlent  Hbrary,  with  which 
be  was  obligingly  }i€eomiiio<ialed  b^'  the  truateeti  uf  the  former 
academy  at  Exeter. 

Considerable  and  various  sacrifices  were  made  by  Mr.  Ken- 
tkkt  with  ft  view  to  the  efiiBCtsftl  diaehsife  of  the  dirtieB  of  this 
relatioii.  Nor  sboold  the  obfigstioii  whieli  he  tfaiw  eoBlaraed  m. 

Mends  of  leammg,  religion,  and  fise  mquirv,  be  lightly  esti- 
matt^l.  Had  his  seminary  been  situated  in  tlic  centre  of  the 
kingdom,  it  would,  probably,  have  attracted  greater  atteution, 
«ad  been  more  extcnnvely  advantageous.  Snoh,  however,  w«s 
the  repntatmof  HstototSythfttHobtaiiieducrsBfli^ 
Mr.  KmmAf  who  wss  disfintsveitedlj  eoncsmed  to  pmide  m 
goooesBion  of  mtnitters  properly  qualified  ibr  tiieir  work,  end 
who  wijsIhmI  to  j*ee  others  feel  an  interest  in  the  mipport  of  theo- 
logical students  rather  than  of  an  academy,  had  the  satinlaction 
to  peroeive  the  growing  credit  sod  otilily  of  his  undertaking :  ho 
wItnesBed  withdeliglit  the  improvement  of  his  pspik ;  sod  than 
is  resson  to  beKeve  tiutt  had  Piovidenoe  l«agtbened  his  lile^ 
the  acsdemicsl  institution  at  Exeter,  hnmbie  and  domeetw  as  it 
vras,  would  have  reiidered  signal  service  to  the  caube  of  t»acied 
literature  and  truth,  liberty  and  virtue. 

A  short  time  before  liia  own  seminary  was  set  on  foot,  Mr. 
Kenriek  had  been  strongly  invited  to  be  lecturer  in  divinity  and 
presiding  tutor  in  the  new  College  at  Msnohester :  die  ntondon 
was  honourable  sad  important ;  bnt  upon  matnre  refleotiaD,  he 
declined  tin  (tflfer  of  it,  from  a  persuasion  that  the  fniccesa  of  bis 
labours,  ia  the  joint  character  of  pastor  and  tutor^  was,  on  t^ 
whole,  more  likely  to  be  promoted  by  his  continuance  at  Exeter. 
There^  amoi^  iriends  who  were  sble  to  discern  lue  worthy  end 
eager  to  seknowledge  it,  and  wliose  attachment  to  him  was,  in 
the  highest  degree,  affectionate  imd  respectful,  be  paand  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  This  happy  connexion  was,  alas!  too 
soon  to  be  dissolved.  In  the  sumnjer  of  1804,  he  paid  a  visit  to 
bis  finends  in  Denbighshire ;  his  health  was  apparently  as  straog  | 
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weHf  and  hk  qpirito  reamkahly  oliMfM.  From  a  abort  ejc- 
cuniQii  to  Cbeater  tad  Liverpool^  he  ittoniad  oik  tlie  2iad  of 
Aa^t,  to  Wnxbam ;  uid  during  bk  walk,  <m  the  aame  «vening, 

in  the  fields  surrouudiiiL:  that  town,  he  wua  obMfVed  suddenly 
to  fall.  Medici  aid  was  instantly  proccired :  but  the  spi&rk  of 
life  was  oxtiugaiahedy  bejoad  hope  of  its  revival  by  hnmaii 
ahaii.  Tina  iolanui  a?aiit  waa  probaUj  produced  hy  apopleiy^ 
mUh  whieh  he  had  once  been  alanningl^  attacked  aome  ^eaia 
befinre.  On  Simday,  August  26,  he  wae  intened,  among  hia 
foiccstors,  in  the  Dissenters'  buriul  gruund,  at  Wrexham. 

The  sensation  produced  in  hia  family  and  friends  at  £xeter, 
hy  the  inteUigence  of  hia  death,  can  more  easily  be  conceived 
than  npfesented.  In  eveij  plaoe^  indeed^  to  which  the  inliDniia* 
tioQ  waa  oonveyedy  it  ezdted  the  deepeat  eofiow  of  thoie  who 
had  known  \6m :  but  it  waa  natural  that  he  should  be  most  lament- 
ed in  that  city  which  had  been  tli-:-  jtrim  ijial  scene  of  his  labours 
and  his  happiness,  and  where  he  was  most  respected  and  belov- 
ed. After  a  suitable  inter\'al,  the  ooDCpregataon  manifested  their 
aenae  of  the  inatmctioBB  of  their  late  paator»  hy  reqnealing  that 
Bin.  Kenriok  would  allow  the  pnblioatian  of  hia  Expoaitiona  of 
^e  New  Testament,  and  aieo  two  Tolumee  of  his  ■snnone. 
They  justly  considered  that  they  could  nut  ertct  a  nobler  monu- 
ment to  his  memory ;  and  their  letter,  accompanying  the  resolu- 
tion which  contained  this  request,  is  highly  honoormhle  to  their 
pnnfl^es  and  ftdinga. 

BIr.  Kenrick'a  knowledge  waa  varioaa  and  well  digaated. 
With  the  aevenl  braaehea  of  theology  be  had  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, which  he  was  constantly  improving.  Xotiang  so 
much  distinguished  him  from  the  bulk  of  the  professors  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  even  from  many  of  bis  brethren  in  the  nanistryy  aa 
hia  ardent  love  of  reUgione  troth.  To  disoover  and  commnnioate 
the  pure  doetrinea  of  the  gospel,  and  to  promote  thiar  effioac/ 
upon  the  human  ehaiacter,  were  purposes  for  wMoh  he  spared 
neither  time  nor  case,  neither  early  prepossessions,  nor  personal 
comforts  and  expectations.  A  sound  understanding  enabled 
him  to  form  a  satislactory  and  mature  judgment  upon  points  of 
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flf  ^  troth  of  fbe  iftHiiBiii  ^Hnek  be  neakmslT  enforced,  tinl 

tlke%*  wir«  embnc^  bv  %  vvr^m  of  such  tnialificatiuiis  antl  in 
«kIi  rirm  m  ^MTii  Wbife  be  avowed  tkem  witk  IbrUtude,  he 
ifkiei  tboi  in  lore.  No  rosa  was  lew  diepoHed  to  censvie 
olhn  ior  fibertr  oC  laiwile  4»pivM  wUd^ 

«^  cxHcM  Um^;  bat  m>  AMD  was  am  iMjedle  to  i» 
hettoanUe  iiianailiiwt  and  af i  omaiinialifai  nn  nnffi  w  mntn 
Sutbfbl  to  tLe  L  b.isnMions  of  Ctrisi^-.i^?  und  Protestants ;  and  he 
Bigbt  truly  have  said,  wiih  the  ejtcelleitt  Dr.  Jc^m  J  ebb,  It  is 
not  IDT  nature  to  gi%'e  vmjr  to  cxpedienejr  at  the  expeuat  of  rigiit. 
^lodefBtn,  «te  real,  I  koMr:  bat  timidilr,  or  cml^  note 
ttaU  afipaaiancap  1  delast." 

Mrar  of  my  luaikta  iHm>  bave  laad  tea  nraeh  aeacanang 
Air.  Kouriok  vril".  o.-^ire  to  know  more.  I  reirrt  t  lUat  my  liQiits 
will  not  tiiiow  me  to  do  more  than  refer  them  to  the  memoir  from 
whicb  tbe  abore  particulars  have  been  taken.*  Thejr  will  tbeie 
find  not  onl/  an  intereadng  aoaoont  of  bis  talents  and  vlituoi^ 
but  TtthaJila  ilhiatrmtioiw  of  (bam  lo  axiracta  fi^ 
writinga.  Tbe  adramafe  to  wbidi  be  appeals  aa  a  sriiolar,  m 
ttitor,  a  pre:ichcr,  and  a  pa>tor,  is  n  ndert*d  still  hiiiher  by  the 
eiijragiui:  dr^cTiption  of  his  demeanour  in  private  life.  It  ap- 
pears that,  in  the  y«ir  1 78<>,  he  married  IVlary,  daughter  of  Mr, 
Jobn  WsjiiKMitby  of  Elzeter ;  bjr  ibb  ladjr  ba  bad  ox  ehUdraHy 
fiTs  oTwboB  avviTad,  bo*  at  tbe  birtb  of  tbe  last  be  kat  tbe 
motber.  Daring  the  ymr  1794,  be  Ibrmed  ao  mnon  wMi  EKaa. 
beth,  second  >i5ter  of  the  Kev.  Thomas  Helsham.  a  connexion 
which  fully  ensured  to  his  promi^^iiit:  family  the  continued  bene- 
of  maternal  tendemeaa  and  wisdom. 

•  Pkeflzed  to  Mr.  Keaiidt^  BxporitioB  of  the  Hfrtorical  Wii^^ 
New  TetauBsat. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BX£TfiR. 


JoSBFfi  Bbbtlan  D  His  a  itttiTe  of  Exeter.  His  &Uier,  a 
n&petttMd  tnAmauok,  manied  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Mflla»  of 
8oaimettldre>  by  whom  lift  bad  four  children.  Of  these,  three 
daedm  infaucy  ;  the  yuuugest,  who  is  the  snbject  of  tliis  memoir, 
was  bom  oa  the  22ud  May,  1742.  He  never  ceased,  duriug 
the  lives  of  hia  pareuta,  to  manifest  the  atrongeat  aeuse  of  filial 
giatitada  by  a  moat  datifol  obediance^  and  an  anxuma  aoUoitade 
to  ooiitribiita»  aa  miwb  aa  poaribley  to  thair  oomlbrt  Hk 
greatest  pleaanre  appeared  to  eonaiat  in  relating  uuy  aneodotea 
respectiug  them,  especiully  towards  the  close  ul  his  life,  wheu  Lis 
fnemls  could  not  render  themselveri  mure  agreuubie  than  hy 
inviting  him  to  recur  to  hia  &voarita  topic  * 

At  tbeaaiud  age  he  waa  fdaoad  aa  a  daj  aoholar  at  the  £xeter 
GiatDBiar  School,  imder  the  taition  of  tho  Her.  Mr.  Hodgkin- 
aon  aod  hia  aaaiatanta.  When  nearly  fifteen  he  waa  removed 
from  Lome  to  the  counting  house  of  Mr.  Wourgue,  a  respect- 
able merchant  in  this  city,  with  whom  he  continued  about 
twelve  mcHitha.  But  his  father,  observing  that  he  waa  fireqneut- 
1/  mneh  oppreaaed  with  a  dejection  of  apirita^  endeavoured  to 
diaoovei  the  canae  and,  bdog  qnaatioDed  in  tiia  kindeat  manner, 
he  at  length  acknowledged  that  he  could  not  bring  hb  mind  to 
this  employment,  having  formed  the  strongest  inclination  for  the 
ministry.  Finding,  after  further  inquiry,  that  this  was  his  de- 
cided choice,  iiis  father,  though  greatly  disappointed  at  having 
hia  objeot  ao  irnstrated,  resolved  to  press  it  no  longer,  but  moat 
iadnlgently  eomi^ied  with  hia  aon'a  deauie,  and  he  waa  aoon 
after  placed  under  the  inatmction  of  the  Rav«  Mr.  Weat,  then 
mimater  of  the  Mint  congregation.  To  ihia  gentleman  he  con- 
sidered himself  nmch  indebted,  and  under  his  tuitiuu  the  progress 
he  made  was  rapid. 

In  the  jear  1760,  Mr.  Bretland  went  to  board  at  Lympatone 
ibr  the  pnrpoae  of  learning  the  Hebrew  lat^^oage,  and  pimotag 

*  TbiB  aocoont  is  abridged  from  a  memoir  prefixed  to  two  volumes  of 
aermons,  published  after  Mr.  Bretland's  death,  in  which  is  also  a  list  of  Mr. 
BretJand's  werks*  twenty-two  in  number,  critical,  devotional,  and  practkal. 
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hb  malhemmtiiaJ  stii£fl%  imdflr  the  Rev.  John  Ihuner.  Thn 
step  WM  t»ken  preparatory  to  kb  enHiriiii^  the  SMideBiy,  €Bteb* 

lished  ill  17<)1,  in  this  city,  by  that  erciitleman  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Micjujiih  Tovcood,  Mr.  .SHfonel  Merivale,  and  Mr. 
John  Hogg.  He  finished  hm  course  of  studies  in  1700,  haYing 
ohteined  frcmi  his  tiitore  the  Aitteet  teetimonmle  of  beinf  nell 
qnaUfied  to  engage  m  tiie  mmieterial  pfofeMton;  fadeedy  be  U 
aeqidred  the  highest  esteem  and  approbetkm  by  the  ■wMho— 
attention  which  he  constjintly  bestowed  on  his  studies,  and  the 
exemplary  reguhirity  oi  his  moml  and  religioua  conduct  His 
theoic^cal  tutor,  in  particular,  to  whose  memory  he  paid  an  do> 
qoent  tribute  of  respect  in  one  of  hb  printed  semons,  alwaji 
entertained  the  greatest  xegaid  hr  lam,  and  iiprassad  the 
highest  opinioa  of  his  talents  and  chaiaeter. 

In  1770,  Mr.  Bretland  became  the  minister  of  the  Biliat  con- 
gregation, which  situation  he  resigned  in  1772.    In  the  follow- 
ing year,  he  opened  a  classical  school  at  Exeter,  and  many 
respectable  inhabitants  placed  their  sons  nnder  his  instruction. 
Previous  to  the  oommeneement  of  his  own  school,  he  had  kindljr 
lent  his  assistance  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Twining.  In  consequence 
of  Mr.  Towgood's  resignation  in  1782,  the  nmted  oongregatioa 
in  Rxctcr  resolved  to  invite  ministers  to  preach  as  candidates. 
Mr.  iiretlund  was  applied  to,  but  declined.    In  i  7fc:li,  he  was 
again  invited  to  the  Mint  Meeeting,  where  he  continued  minia> 
ler  until  1798.  The  society  at  George's  Meeting-hoiise  dien 
gave  Mr.  Bretland  an  invitation  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasion* 
ed  by  the  death  of  Mr»  Toser.   This  he  accepted,  and  he  re- 
niained  ui  liial  connexion  three  vears,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  retired  from  the  stated  duties  of  the  pulpit.    Those  who 
hiiev  him,  however,  were  far  finom  acquiescing  in  his  wish  for 
retimnent  In  17d8,  the  Trustees  of  the  New  CoUege^at  Man- 
chester, applied  to  hiin  nnanimoiudy  to  become  the  theologicsl 
Tutor,  hut  wi^ont  sncoess.   The  fbllowing  year,  a  soeiety  was 
fonuod  for  the  purpose  of  establishing'  an  academy  in  the  West 
of  Kngland  for  the  education  of  mini.-?fti.s,  and  he  then  cou- 
sruted  lo  beoume  a  tutor.   This  institutiou  promised  to  be  of 
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extennve  wMoMm ;  and  tiiA  Mgh  ehmoler  tkose  gentlemen 

had  acquired,  would,  probably,  in  a  few  years,  have  i^reatly  in- 
creased tiio  nnmher  of  the  students,  but  I^rovitleuce  saw  lit  to  check 
ils  enocess,  by  the  unexpected  removal  of  Mr.  Kenrick,  in  the 
— mnMW  of  1804.  The  committee  ba\'ing  fiuled  in  their  attempi 
to  provide  a  smtable  wmmat,  retolved,  at  a  meetiiig  held  in 
FabnMry»  )805— <<T]iat  the  academy  ahonld  oeaae  for  ike 
preeeat  to  be  4sam«d  on  in  Exeter/'  At  the  flame  meeting  the 
iuUuwiiiL'  resolution  uiiuiiiiiiuusly  pussed,  ''  that  the  llev.  Joseph 
Bretlaud  be  requested  to  aecept  our  most  cordial  thanks  for  the 
various  and  numerous  services  he  has  rendered  ne,  both  as  an 
anooiate  and  tutor,  in  the  management  of  everjr  thing  relatmg 
to  oor  institotion»  from  the  time  when  it  waa  first  fbanded." 

The  following  sketch  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Jerv  k,  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Repository  : 

1819,  July  8th.  Died  st  his  house  m  Exeter,  a^ed  77,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Bretland.  He  was  a  native  of  that  ancient  city,  in  which  he 
spent  a  lonj;^-prt)lr;ittod  life  in  the  uniforoi  hubits  (if  litenir)'  retire- 
ment. Purity  of  henrl.  n  ctitude  of  ctmduct,  and  ^liiiiirulty  <»f  man- 
ners, were  prominent  Itaiurt^s  in  the  character  of  this  virtuous  man. 
Ernliiwed  with  strong  intclleetuul  powers,  his  application  was  consitant 
and  unreuntiinj]^,  ami  his  mental  attalniiunts  proporlionahly  great. 
The  love  of  truth  niiufht  justly  he  considered  as  hij>  rulini,'-  passion  ; 
while  his  calm  and  philosophic  mind  was  ever  assiduous  and  inde- 
fatigable in  the  pursuit  of  it.  His  religious  opinions,  which  were 
strictly  Unitarian,  were  the  result  of  candid,  free,  and  deUberate  in- 
quiry, adopted  upon  the  fullest  conviction,  and,  though  formed  at  an 
early  period,  diey  were  established  and  confirmed  by  the  subsequent 
refection,  and  persevering  research  of  his  matnrcr  years.  In  Oiorals, 
in  theology*  in  metaphyslGS,  and  in  biblical  criticism,  his  learning  was 
pvolbimd,  his  judgment  soOd  and  acute^  and  his  integrity  inflexible 
and  unimpearhed.  These  qualifications  and  endowments  are  suffi* 
ciently  evinced  by  the  few  productions  of  his  pen,  wluch  liis  genuine 
modesty  and  humility  permitted  him  to  commit  to  ibt  press.  As  a 
preacher,  the  discourses  of  this  distinguished  scholar  and  divine  were 
marked  by  a  chaste  and  correct  style  of  composition,  and  a  rational, 
undissembled,  and  elevated  piety ;  while  they  were  addressed  to  the 
hesrts  of  ids  liearers,  in  a  simple  and  impresdve  tone  ef  dettveiy.** 
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ht  the  jear  1793,  he  married  Mis  Sarah  UoSbJUL,  a  airtflr  of 
Um  Rev.  Mr.  MofiUt»  ol  Malmibarf.  I^^ne  ymtm  •Aermrii 
he  snatahied  the  aevere  and  irreparable  aUKction  <^  her  death, 
oceanooBd  bj  a  long  and  moafc  dliUwiuig  oqawMnptive  eam- 

Arlr.  Maiming  couducteil  tlie  sen- ice  at  tlie  fanerai  of  hhi  vuue- 
rable  fellow-labourer ;  and  Mr.  Uincka  soon  aderwurds  paid  a 
MDtabie  trilrate  to  hia  mnaaty  in  a  aeiinoii  pnaohod  him  at 
Qeoife'a  iiiMdiigy  oondndipg  with  thase  woida; 

In  the  ttate  of  weilmeai  to  whidi  he  was  at  httt  redocedy  oar  fnend*8 
knfer  ooatiniiaaee  hi  this  acene  of  things  could  hardly  have  heen  ear- 
nestly H-ished.  Those  who  loved  and  respected  him  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  that  his  gentle  decfine  was  unattended  by  much  bo^y  suffer- 

iiig,  and  by  him  was  cahnly  watched  and  patiently  endured,  in  the  ML 
confidence  of  Christiau  faith  and  hope.  Tiiey  ha<l  the  pleasure  to  ob- 
senc,  that  whilst  the  infirmities  of  age  unnerred  tlie  energies  of  his 
miiul,  and  dt  j>ri\ed  him  of  the  jwwer  to  instruct  and  deUjrhl  utiirrs, 
tliev  could  in  no  deg^ree  affect  that  habitual  and  chcci  l  ul  ]uety  whit  h 
had  ioHif  becouic  a  part  ul  hi^  feeling  and  habits, — and  tliey  had  the 
last  soothmg  pleasure  of  knuvvhii(.  that  the  moment  which  mortals 
dread,  the  moment  which  connects  time  with  etertiitv.  ^vas  to  him 
tranquil  and  peaceful; — without  a  stniggle, — almost  uithout  a  sigh  he 
sunk  into  the  arms  of  death,  where  he  will  leave  all  weakness  and  im- 
perfection to  rise  in  immortality,  in  gkny,  and  in  power." 


Tlie  Rev.  James  Manning  was  bom  at  Xorthampton,  on 
the  25th  of  August,  1754.  His  parents  were  highly  respectable 
inhabitants  of  that  place,  and  members  of  Dr.  Doddridge's  con- 
gregation. He  was  iavonred  hy  l^ovidence,  from  his  birthy 
with  that  greatest  of  ail  earthlj  blessmga,— if  altogether  earthly 
it  18  to  be  called, — n  wise,  virtnons,  and  prudent  mother.  Of 
hi«  father  he  8i)oke  as  bcinp^  uuifomilv  just  and  kiud, — ^but  over 
indulgent  in  the  treatment  of  his  children. 

Mr.  Maiming  received  the  rudiments  of  school  education 
under  several  Dissenting  ministers  of  his  native  town,  fiiv^ 
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nader  the  R«v.  Mr.  Ryland ;  aftgrwwdg,  wider  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Gilbert,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hcxtal  ,  but  ho  does  not  »com  to 
have  been  particularly  fortunate  iu  liis  earliest  tutors.  In  I7(i2, 
wkeu  he  was  but  eight  years  of  age,  Ids  father  died,  having  had 
■eren  other  children,  all  of  whom  had  died  from  oonstitiitioiial 
whw  in  their  inAney.  This  eaenmaCaiiDe  ib  worthy  of 
uotMe,  heeame  Mr.  Mannhig  himeelf  was  remarinhle  tfaroa^- 
ont  his  protracted  life,  for  the  most  uninterrupted  health  and 
aln)o«t  unbroken  strength,  which  he  ascribed  to  his  having  been, 
cm  aocoimt  of  the  death  of  the  other  children,  and  hijt  own 
weakneaa  as  an  infimti  placed  with  one  of  his  other's  tenaata  in 
the  coontry^  to  be  hroogfat  ap  in  thdr  rustic  way>  feeding  on  dmple 
diet  and  wholeaome  air.  Six  years  after  his  fiither*s  death,  Mr. 
Manning's  mother  married  the  Rev.  Samuel  Merivale,  then 
Divinitj  rulor  of  the  Dissenting  Academy,  at  Exeter.  This 
was  a  happy  event  ibr  the  surviving  son.  It  ga\'e  hiiu,  at  the 
period  of  his  life  when  lia  moat  needed  it,  that  sort  of  oonnaal 
§od  guidance  which  e?en  his  mother  might  not  have  been  able 
to  give  him.  Mr.  Merivale  seems  always  to  have  behaved 
towards  his  step-son  in  the  kindest  manner.  From  this  time, 
it  is  probable,  it  was  the  joint  wish  of  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Merivale 
that  he  fihoold  be  brought  up  to  the  Chnstian  ministry.  Being 
yet  too  young  to  enter  the  academy,  he  was*  placed  under  the 
can  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kiddel,  of  Tiverton,  having  for  Im  school- 
fellow  Bfr.  Merivale's  own  son.  At  sixteen  years  of  age,  he 
was  entered  as  a  Divinity  student  in  the  Exeter  Academy, 
where  he  remained  till  the  fioal  breaking  up  oi  ihat  institution, 
about  ibur  years  after  his  admission.  He  was  then  removed  to 
Hffirtop,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  Dn.  Rees^  Savage,  and 
Kinns. 

In  1775,  Mr.  Manning,  having  finished  lus  academical  pnr- 

suits,  repaired  to  Exeter.  Mr.  Merivale  having  £ed  a  short 
time  before,  he  wu3  almost  immediately  engaged  to  succeed 
him,  as  pastor  of  the  congregation  at  I'horverton.  But,  in  less 
than  a  year,  he  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  united  oongrega- 
tkma  at  George's  Meeting,  to  assist  Mr.  Stephen  Towgood.  In 
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di6  oofuno  of  tli9  nnct  jmr  tUt  gsndeBm  dftod^  snd  Mr.  Ifaup 
niog  WW  nimimmwiily  dieted  lun  inoeenor.  Not  nmmy  momAm 
sfter  lot  <d0Olioii,  he  wm  flolcnmly  of^fliniNL   Hiore  were  pro* 

i»ent  about  ilunv  ministers  ;  those  who  officiated  were  Mr.  M. 
Towgoody  Mr.  Mauuiug's  co^pastor ;  ^Ir.  IV^ery  then  the  pastor 
of  another  society  in  £«xetery  but  afterwaide  one  of  the  ministMi 
of  Gmf»'«  Meotug;  Dr.  Haixis,  of  JUondon;  wai  Sir  Haaj 
TVekwnjy  oC  Cornwall.  About  the  auno  penod,  Mr.  Muama§ 
wmoutedto  liitfifit  wife,  the  dsiifliler  of  Woltar  Oke, 
of  Piniiev.    Tliis  vcrv  uiuiiible  ludv  died  in  loss  than  two  veare 

if  m  ■«< 

atler  her  marriiige,  leaving  oue  tiou,  the  present  Wihiam  Oke 
Manning,  K^.,  of  London.  He  was  again  married^  in  tho  yme 
lim,  to  the  dmightor  of  John  Edjre^  Esq.,  of  fimtoL 

Mr.  MuuuDg  alwmjft  tMttfiod  that  tins  ctmomm  kad  bam 
to  lum  a  aoaree  of  vnmiDgled  benefit,  and  of  the  pofeet  oarlMy 
happiucss;  iudeed,  it  was  impossible  to  visit  him  in  his  domestic 
circle,  without  ob8er>'ing  that  few  men  ever  found  greater  plea- 
sure and  aatis&ctioa  in  the  bosom  of  their  families.  The  fmits 
of  Ma  aeoond  mamaga  were  three  ohaldreii»  who  aU  aorvived 
Inm ;  Jamea  Manmngy  Eaq.,  Bariater^t-Law ;  John  Bd/e  Man- 
ning, Biq.,  Regifllrar  of  the  Colonj  of  New  Sonth  Walee ;  and  a 
truly  beloved  daughter,  whose  affectionate  and  exemplary  atten- 
tions to  him  ceased  only  with  his  latest  br^th.  In  the  lung 
oouae  of  his  public  ministry,  Mr.  Manning  had  many  coUeagnee; 
towarda  all  he  behaved  with  nnifivm  oandoor  and  kindneaa;  but 
with  aoBft^  eapeeiall/  with  Dr.  Carpenter,  he  Itved  on  tenaa  of 
the  most  perfect  fiiendship,  and  trne  Chriatian  alfeetei. 

It  is  itnl\-  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subiect  of  his 
ciiaractcr.  Though  possessed  of  a  sound,  strong  uuderstandingy 
and  good  talents,  be  was  one  of  those  men,  (perhapa  the  Inppi* 
eat  elaaa  in  the  world,)  in  whom  the  movai  qualitiea  are  more  con- 
apknona  than  the  inteUeotoaL  His  temper  was  •AtniwfMm^ 
vM  and  patient,  seme  and  dieerfhl,  to  »  very  TemaritaMe 
degTce.  There  was  usually  a  siuile  upon  his  couuteruiuce,  and 
it  WH»  laiihhilly  indicative  of  the  spirit  within.  His  very  voice 
and  step  were  oharaoteriaic  of  hia  dispoeitioaa.  Ifyoametfahn 
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he  gVBmUj  looked  m  if  he  were  going  abottt  doiiif  Moie  good ; 
and  so  he  was.  It  was  one  of  his  roost  favourite  oecapations 
to  pay  visits  of  charity  aud  couboLatiuu  to  the  poor  and  sick, 
and  uf  kind  civUitjr  to  his  Mends.  He  was  peculiarly  earnest 
sad  Mtive  in  his  personal  etttentions  to  all  the  eheiiteUe  end 
l—mmlimt  hmtkntioae  vith  whieh  he  wae  ecMieelAd.  Hit 
repatatien  WM  deservedly  high  in  the  dij  of  Exeler,  end  <he 
county  of  Devon,  amongst  all  ranks  and  denominations  of 
])eo|i]c,  lur  the  ser\nces  which  he  was  ahvav^i  so  willing-  arid  able 
to  render  to  undertakings  of  pubUc  utility,  lu  i7U8,  iu  con- 
juaelion  with  Bishop  Bullery  Loid  RoUe,  and  other  inflnenliel 
penooi^  he  was  ineinlj  inelnimflnlal  in  the  eetehlhtoeat  of  the 
Lmatie  Aeyiian  et  Exeterj  and  ooBtinaed  to  the  time  of  hie 
denlh  cue  of  its  moet  eeelone  end  effirient  goveroors.  He  was 
also  chosen  b}  Ins  fellow-citizens  to  be  one  of  the  corporate 
guardians  of  the  poor ;  aud  it  well  known  how  frequently  he 
•oeompanied  the  disdieige  of  hie  offieial  duties  with  acts  of  pri* 
vete  eherity.  He  wee  likewise  one  of  the  vice-fieeidenfts  end 
winters  of  the  Devon  County  Ho^ilBly  where  he  fimnd  nnolher 
field  for  the  hnbitnel  eamnee  of  his  kmd  and  benevolent  feel- 
ings. 

lu  his  public  services,  as  a  Christiau  teacher,  Mr.  Manning 
was  eminently  aneeeeufiil.  In  the  eaiiier  part  of  his  life  er^e* 
tmHj,  he  wne  greati j  adniied  end  apinoved  as  a  prsecher ;  and 
to  the  leet  he  never  feifed,  not  mutHy  to  inBlniet>trat  to  interest 
end  impress  his  hearers.  He  was  in  sentiment  en  Aries,  but 
fccklrtni  filtered  upon  his  |)eculiuritiea  <il  o])iLdou  iu  tkia  respect; 
when  he  did  so,  howe\'er,  he  was  open  and  manly  in  his  state- 
menty  and  earnest  in  the  defence  of  hie  views.  On  these  points 
he  diiered  feom  all  his  eoUeegoee  anee  the  time  of  Mr.  Ken- 
rieky  end  from  a  great  majority  of  hie  eongregatioii.  Dot  this 
cirotimstaiice  produced  no  unpleasantness:  he  wae  too  en* 
li^litcnt'd  aud  eharitiible  to  think,  lightly  of  others  for  nay  dilFer- 
ence  of  opinion  ;  and  lu;  wan  himself  too  highly  respected  for  his 
auoiy  eaeellent  qualities,  for  others  to  think  lightly  of  Imn.  His 
devotionel  exeroises  in  the  public  sanetoary  were  ringnlerly 
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ferrcBl  «Bi  afted^.   It  «w  llie  fait  ci  the  bemrs  if  he  did 

not  a'.wrtv«  carrv  their  hean<  with  Lim  to  the  throne  of  CTace. 
Religiou  wms  deepl  v  s^^ied  in  hia  own  boui,  and  lia  inspirations 
flowed  richlr  from  his  lipB.r 

h  has  beea  tlmdj  observed  tfast  his  health  and  strength 
ware  v»j  lattuhaMg,  At  afe  of  aev€Btf*llve,  ha  had  nenr 
been  eoofiiied  to  his  bed  or  kept  fioeft  hb  pulpit  by  Ufaiees. 
Bot  abou:  iLii^  um*^  he  began  to  feel  periodical  attacks  of 
diairho^  a  common  indication  of  approaching  decay  in  old 
peraouk  Though  not  alanning  at  iirst  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Mamdiigy  Ihej  giadaaUy  iaiaeaaed  m  eeveikj,  and  finaUy  tamd- 
natad  hb  Hfe  on  ^  lOtfa  of  Saptambar,  1881.  Ha  praaohed 
honraver,  aad  sdnumfllered  the  Lord's  eopper,  on  the  fint  Sob- 
dav  of  the  preceding  month :  though  his  evident  feebleness  on  that 
occasion  too  clearly  revealed  the  j>ainful  truth  to  hia  friends. 
He  never  preached  again,  bui  attended  the  chapel  for  the  two 
folkvwing  Sandajra;  after  which  ha  becaoiafapidljwoiae  Hia 
end  waa  paaoefiil  and  edi^Fiiig.  All  hie  children^  ezcapt  Mr. 
John  Manning,  of  New  Sonlfa  Walea,  were  anmnd  him,  and, 
together  with  his  household,  received  his  pious  and  affectionate 
blessing.  Hi?  memory  is  dear  to  ail.  May  his  example  be 
followed  by  all. 

A  diort  tune  before  his  death,  tha  ooogragalfon  aheand  and 
giatifiad  Mr.  Manntiig  by  presenthig  him  with  a  handsome 
silver  vase  of  the  vsliie  of  upwards  of  one  hnndred  guineas.  It 

liail  this  inscription  — ^"  To  the  Rev.  James  Manniug,  this  vase 
is  presented,  bv  the  united  congregations  of  Protestant  Dissent- 
ers  assembling  at  Creorge's  Meetixigy  Exeter,  as  a  testimonial 
of  thairgrititiida  and  respect  for  tha  laal  and  fidaikywith  wfaieh 
ha  disdiarged  the  duties  of  tha  peatoral  offica  in  tiMt  plaias,  for 
more  than  fifty-threa  years." 

Mr.  Manning  ptiblished  eight  single  sermons,  and  other 
pamphlets  on  religious  subject'^,  lu  -ides  a  life  of  Mr.  Tuwgix^tl, 
and  Exerdaea  of  Piety,  transiated  Irom  ZolUkofer.  For  a  list 
of  his  works  sea  Unitarian  Chronicle^  Vol.  i.  p.  Id,  irom  whiofa 
this  skateh  is  taken. 
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Crbditon,  often  proiiouuced  Kirtuii,  is  an  ancient  mul  populous 
town,  situated  near  the  river  Creedy,  between  tvvo  hills ;  one  of  which 
rises  with  a  prudual  elevation  towards  the  north,  while  the  other  to  the 
south,  havini^  a  more  quick  ascent,  overlooks  the  tops  of  the  houses. 
This  town  consists  of  two  parts,  respectively  denominated  the  East  and 
the  West  Town ;  the  latter  of  x\hich  was  formerly  of  much  greater 
extent  than  at  present,  upwards  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  houses 
havuBg  been  destroyed  by  a  dreadful  fire,  in  W3.  A  second  fire,  in 
1769»  consimied  many  of  the  new  bnildiqgs  thil  had  been  erected  on 
theaitea  of  thoie  before  burnt. 

Crediton  was  probdbly  a  phuie  of  conddenble  consequence  In  tiie 
Saxon  tunes,  as  no  fewer  than  twelve  Bishops  had  their  seat  here, 
between  the  years  924  and  1049,  when  the  see  was  removed  to  Exeter. 
Tlie  old  Church  or  Cathedral  was^aooording  to  Ldand,  Mtusted  on  the 
spot  now  0GCU|ned  by  houses  on  one  side  of  the  present  burial-ground  i 
but  not  any  part  of  it  remains.  After  the  removal  of  the  see^  there 
continued  in  it  a  Chapter,  under  tiie  peculiar  jurisdiction  and  patron- 
age of  the  Bishops  of  Exeter.— -i^MWU'ef  9/ England  and  fTalet. 

This  town  lies  nearly  in  the  centre  of  Devonshire,  about  eight  miles 
north-west  of  the  city  of  Exeter,  upon  a  fine  red  gravelly  soil,  and  is 
n*  arlv  :i  milt'  in  lenifth,  extending  from  east  to  west.  The  air  is  most 
saiubnuua. — Polwhele. 

Population  in  IBl  1,-5178;  in  1821,— 6515;  in  1831,-6922. 
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Although  the  glory  of  episcopacy  had  passed 
from  Crediton  long  before  the  year  1662«  the  Na- 
tional Church  then  possessed  great  influence  among 
the  inhabitants.  This  may  be  accounted  for  partly 
b)  the  circumstance  that  the  election  of  its  minis- 
ter8«  as  well  as  the  collection  and  appro^iation  of 
its  revenues,  was  more  popular  than  usual.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  a  charter  was  granted 
of  all  the  "  tythes,  oblations,  and  obr^itioiui,"  unto 
twelve  governors  and  their  successors,  on  certain 
considerations  therein  named.  Besides  other  privi- 
leges, these  governor^,  says  Polwhele,  have  power 
to  elect  a  vicar  to  the  parish  church  of  Crediton, 
who  has  the  beneht  of  a  parsonage-house,  garden 
and  field,  and  a  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds  a 
year;*  also  an  assistant  to  the  vicar,  witli  a  salary  of 
eighty  pounds  a  year.  The  same  officers  are  entitled 
to  compound  for  the  tythes,  or  take  them  in  kind  as 
they  think  proper ;  and  if  any  money  remain,  after 
the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  salaries,  they  are 
required  to  divide  it  among  the  poor. 

On  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  the 
vicar  of  Crediton  was  one  of  those  who  remained 

*  Since  oonaideralily  increaaed. 
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in  the  Church  cvf  England.   But  it  was  not  long 

before  a  NonconfonniRt  congregation  was  formed 
here,  under  the  care  of  one  of  the  neighbouring 
ejected  miniBters.  Mr.  John  Pope  preached  in  this 
parish  some  time  alter  he  had  been  silenced  els^ 
where;  and  when  James  the  Second  gave  liberty  to 
the  Dissenters,  he  became  the  fixed  jKistor  of  a 
Presbyterian  congregation  at  Crediton.  in  1688 
he  removed  to  Exeter,  where  he  died  in  the  follow- 
ing year.  *  It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Pope's  successor 
was  Mr.  CareL  who,  it  is  said,  ailer  long  preaching 
about  the  country,  fixed  at  Crediton.  f  The  next 
name  is  Mr.  Eveliegh,  who  was  ordiuned  here  in 
1702,  and  remained  the  pastor  of  the  congregation 
until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  Mr.  Peirce*8  oppo- 
nents, and  published  several  pampiilets  in  the  con- 
troTersy  of  that  period,  particularly  one  entitled 
"The  Church s  Rock."$ 

The  present  meeting-house  is  believed  to  have 
been  built  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Eveliegh. 
The  vestry  was  added  in  1741,  and  it  is  the  general 
opinion  that  the  chapel  had  then  been  erected  about 
twenty  years.  One,  if  not  two  Nonconformist 
chapels,  of  greater  antiquity,  are  supposed  to  have 
existed;  but  no  traces  of  any  kind  remain.  This 
building  measures  forty-three  feet,  in  the  line  of 
entrance  to  the  pulpit,  and  fifty-seven  in  the  other 
direction.  It  is  situated  on  an  elevated  ground 
called  Bowden  Hill,  a  name  by  which  it  is  often 

*  Noncon.  Mem.,  Vol.  i.  p.  425.  t  Ibid,  p.  424. 

;  Eng.  Prcsb.,  p.  liU. 
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called ;  this  hill  is  between  the  enai  and  west  towns 
of  Crediton.  Externally,  the  cfaapel  has  a  vefy 
simple  and  venerable  appearance,  especial  1\  in 
summer*  when  partially  seen  through  the  trees. 
There  is  no  regular  burial-ground  attached  to  it, 
though  the  remains  of  8ome  children  have  been 
deposited  near. 

Mr.  Eveliegh  died  in  1736.  We  hare  the  names 
of  two  ministers  who  were  probably  hib  a^isistants. 
Mr.  Peter  Jillard  was  at  Crediton  a  few  years  from 
1724,  when  he  was  ordained;  he  was  afterwards  at 
Exeter,  Bideford,  Tavistock,  and  Bristol.*  The 
other  minister  was  Mr.  Boger  Flexman^t  who 
came  to  Crediton  in  1731,  and  remained  till  Mr. 
Eveli^h^s  death.  Mr.  Jillard  and  Mr.  Flexman 
prepared  the  way  for  Mr.  Micaijah  Towgood,  who 
removed  from  Moreton  in  the  beginning  of  1737. 
It  was  while  Mr.  Towgood  was  at  Crediton  that  he 
published  his  most  celebrated  works.  Although  he 
pursued  those  pastoral  plans  which  rendered  his 
ministry  so  useful  at  Moreton,  he  found  time  for 
enlightening  the  workl  as  to  the  groat  principles  of 
religious  liberty.  He  published  in  1737,  "High- 
flown  Episcopal  and  Priestly  Claims  Examined'*; 
in  1739,  "The  Dissenters  Apology,"  being  a  reply 
to  Dr.  Warren;  in  1741,  ''Spanish  Cruelly  and 

♦  Eng.  Prcsb.,  p.  146. 

t  1  fiud  it  in  not  quite  clcai"  that  Mr.  Flexraan  was  seftM  nt  Cmiitou 
as  auistaot  to  Mr.  Evdicgh.  The  writer  of  the  historical  {lapcrs  in  the 
EDglish  PreibyteriMi*  ttetes  that  Mr.  Flexmati  temoved  froni  If odbuiy  to 
Bow.  In  the  Mune  papcn,  hovever,  m  an  annMing  aneodote  idatiog  to  hit 
desiro  to  ho  choaen  at  Cfodilon.^Eiig,  Fresh.,  p.  155. 
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Injustiee^*'  a  plea  for  a  war  with  Spain;  in  1742» 

"  Recovery  fi  om  Sickness,"  a  present  to  those  of  his 
congregation  who  had  been  raised  from  dangerous 
disorders;  in  1745«  a  sermon  on  the  ahsurdities  of 
Popery,  in  reference  to  the  Pretender 's  invasion ;  in 
the  same  year>  "  The  Dissenting  Qentlenian's  Letters 
in  answer  to  Mr.  White";  and  lastly,  in  one  small 
octavo  volume,  "An  Essay  on  the  Character  of 
Charles  the  First.*'  Nor,  while  his  pen  was  en- 
gaged in  these  rapid  and  various  labours,  all  accom- 
plished during  the  short  space  of  twelve  years,  did 
he  neglect  the  interests  of  the  people  committed  to 
his  charge.  In  1743,  while  he  was  in  the  midst  of 
his  literary  exertions,  occurred  that  dreadful  fire 
which  deprived  four  hundred  and  fifty  fiimilies  of 
their  dwellings,  and  destroyed  property  to  the 
amount  of  ^40,000.  Immediately  the  house  and 
the  purse  of  Mr.  Towgood  were  opened  for  the  suf- 
ferers; and^  in  connexion  with  the  minister  of  the 
Established  Church,  he  solicited  subscriptions  and 
obtained  a  very  large  sum  for  their  relief.  On  the 
following  Sunday  he  preached,  in  reference  to  this 
calamity,  an  affecting  sermon,  which  was  afl^erwards 
printed.  * 

M r«  Towgood  removed  to  Exeter,  in  1749,  and 

was  succeeded  at  Crediton  by  Mr.  Berry,  who  was 
the  pastor  of  the  congregation  thirty-one  years. 


411 
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officiated  at  Sidiiiuuth.  In  1785,  he  was  followed 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Uort,  whose  ministry  here  lasted  four 

*  Mauning'o  Life:  of  Towgood,  p.  22. 
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yemrs.  Mr.  Thoinw  BeyiieU  Um  came^  and  femau^ 

ed  with  the  society  till  1797.  It  has  since  been 
amed  bj  Mr*  Holft^  Mr.  Edwaids^,  Mr.  (now  Dr.) 
DaTie8»  Mr.  John  Lewis*  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Lewis 
Lewis,  Mr.  G.  P.  HuatoQ,  and  Mr.  Jolms.  Of  Mr. 
HoH  a  memoir  has  been  given  in  eonnexkm  with 
Cirencester.  Mr.  Davies  removed  to  Taunton, 
where  he  ofilciated  as  minister^  and  conducted  a 
highly  respectable  school  many  years;  he  has  now 
relinquished  both  uthceft,  and  lives  in  Ivoiulon. 
Mr.  Watts  has  lived  at  Frome  many  years;  in  1802^ 
he  edited  Dr.  Isaac  Watts's  "Faithful  Enquiry  after 
the  Ancient  and  Original  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity 
taught  by  Chiist  and  his  Apostles."  Mr.  Lewis 
Lewis  removed  to  Dorchester,  and  Mr.  G.  P.  Hintmi 
to  Marshtield.  To  Mr.  Johns,  the  present  Bunifiteij 
the  public  are  indebted  for  several  single  sermons, 
and  several  volumes  of  poems.  Nut  a  few  of  these 
elegant  productions  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
deaths  of  members  of  his  congregation. 

Until  1757,  the  Presbyterian  meeting-house  was 
the  only  one  in  Crediton;  in  that  year  the  Inde- 
pendent congregation  was  formed;  in  1809,  the 
Wesleyan;  and  in  1816,  the  Baptist,  la  the  more 
ancient  but  less  populous  house  of  prayer,  Aiian 
and  Unitarian  sentiments  have  been  inculcated  at 
least  a  century. 

The  congregational  institutions  are  a  Sunday* 
school,  a  vestry  libraiy,  and  a  fellowship  fund. 
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John  Pope  ,   1668—16*88. 

ROBBBT  Carbl   1688—1702. 

J08IAH  EVBLIBOH   1702—1798. 

Psm  JiLLABD   1724—1727. 

ROOBR  Flsxman   1731—1736. 

MiCAiJAH  TOWOOOP   1737 — 1749. 

John  Bkrry   1751 — 1782. 

John  Hooo   1782—1785. 

William  Jillabd  Hort   1785—1789. 

Tbomas  Rsynkll  • . .  • .  17M— 1797. 

Jambs  Holt   1799—1804. 

JuHiN  15:D\V'ARD8.  .,   1806 — 18f)8. 

Henry  Daviks,  ULD   1RI8 — JHlo. 

John  Lewis   1810—1810. 

Gabribl  Watts   1812—1812. 

Lbwis  Lbwis   1814—1817. 

Gborob  Pullin  HiNTON   1817—1820. 

.ioiiiN  Jua.\2>   1821. 


The  Rev.  Thomas  Reynkll  was  the  third  son  of  the  Rev. 
John  Rejmelly  fint  of  PljmoDth  and  afterwards  of  Thorverton. 
He  received  hie  earl^  edncation  from  his  great  nnde,  the  Rev. 
John  Rejnell,  of  Totnees,  a  fitvonrite  pupil  of  Dr.  Doddridge. 
Til  17S4  he  removed  to  Daventr^-,  where  hm  abilities  and  moral 
excellence  obtained  for  him  much  rcBpect.  At  the  expiration 
of  five  yetm,  he  ofliciated  some  time  at  Crediton ;  his  talents  as 
a  prcnohur  were  held  in  hi^  eetimatiogDi ;  hot  tfie  state  of  hia 
healthy  oomlnned  willi  oUier  drciunstaiicesy  ohHged  him  to  relin- 
quish the  exercise  of  his  profession.  After  a  short  residence  in 
the  Peninsula,  he  settled  in  Loudon,  and  there  bpent  nearly  the 
latter  half  of  hia  litb. 
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Mr.  Rejnell  waa  poooeoaed  of  no  otdmary  talents ;  Irat,  tike 

many  other  men,  whose  meiit  is  oonsplenoiiB  to  every  one  bat 
themselves,  he  courted  retirement,  not  because  he  wa^  indolent, 
OS  mdi^ferent  to  the  improvement  of  mankind,  but  because  of 
hia  extreme  modesty^  whieh  made  him  too  diffident  of  his  own 
powen.  Thoee  who  were  beet  aoqnainted  with  him«  ooold  not 
ful  to  be  impressed  by  the  excellenoe  of  his  mindy  heert,  and 
oondnot 

In  1792  Mr.  Rejnell  published,  aaonyniously,  some  Obser- 
vations on  Mr.  Manning' s  Sketch  of  the  life  and  Writings 
of  Mr.  Towgood.  He  also  published,  by  request,  a  sermon 
preached  at  Elxeter,  before  the  Western  Unitarian  Society, 
in  1794.  Hiese  prodnetiooB  gave  soffieient  proof  of  Ids 
ability,  and  afforded  the  promise  of  still  greater  tlungs — a 
promise  which  vrouhl,  doubtless,  have  been  more  full)  realized, 
had  the  circmnstauces  in  which  he  was  alterwards  placed  been 
mQfe  &voiirable  to  the  exercise  and  development  of  his  talents. 
Though  he  lived  little  in  the  world,  he  neverthelees  ei^oyed  the 
society  of  a  few  congenial  litersry  friends  who  dnly  appreciated 
Ins  worth ;  and  his  leisnre  hours  were  devoted  to  misoellaneoas 
litorary  undortakln^^js,  the  fruits  of  which  adorn  the  pages  of 
sovonil  anouvmous  publications. 

Mr.  Hevnell  was  never  married,  but  f  r  his  kindred  he  ever 
retamed  the  wannest  regard.  He  died  in  London,  Dec.  19th, 
1831,  VOL  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age.* 

•  Moil  Repot.,  N.  S.,  VoL  v.  p.  142. 
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**A  TOWN  in  Devonshire,  witli  a  market  on  Saturday,  and  manufac- 
tures of  woollen  cloth  and  yarn.  It  has  the  vestiges  of  two  custlcSy 
or  forts,  aad  in  the  vicinity  are  a  Druidical  temple  and  a  cromlech/'— 
Brooke. 

"The  to%vn  of  Moreton-hampetead,  about  thirteen  miles  to  the 
sottth-west  of  Exeter,  ia  situated  upon  an  eminence  in  the  midst  of  a 
vale;  which,  though  not  so  rich  as  the  vales  to  the  east  of  the  Cimatf, 
yet  bens  aimikir  marks  of  cultivatioiu'' 

"It  is  ranaricabl^  that  tfab  town  is  nearly  equl-diitaiit  from  abc 
otiher  tow]tt<»OfcehaiDptoii«  Exeter,  CMiton,  Newton,  Aiihbuitoiit 
Qiodleigh.  And  the  perqibeiy  of  a  drde,  about  finir  mUee  round  the 
town,  would  nm  thioiigh  fioiurteon  poridies."— Po&waBUE. 

Population  in  1811,-1663$  in  1821,-1932;  in  1831,-1864. 
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In  this  town  there  i«  a  chapel  of  each  of  these 
denominations.  A  few  years  since^  the  two  societies 
united  and  placed  themselves  under  the  care  of  one 
minister.  From  that  time  it  has  been  their  custom 
to  meet  at  the  Baptist  place  oT  worship  on  one  part 
of  the  Siuiday,  aud  at  the  Presbyterian  on  the 
other. 


THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

Neither  the  age  nor  the  origin  of  this  church  can 
be  exactly  ascertained.  No  document  relating  to 
its  early  history  has  been  preserved,  and  lit  lie  infor- 
mation can  be  gleaned  from  published  works.  Trar 
ditionary  accounts  there  are  seyeral ;  and  these  have 
stimulated  a  few  lovers  of  sucli  lore  to  search  for 
authentic  records ;  but  their  labours  have  been  in 
vain.  AM,  therefore*  that  we  can  do,  with  regard 
to  the  commencement  of  the  society,  is  to  shew  that 
those  accounts  are  supported  by  general  historical 
facts. 

The  present  members  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
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Moreton  have  heard  from  their  ancefiiors.  that  it  is 
very  ancient,  that  it  once  suffered  dieadful  perse- 
cution8>  and  that  it  never  adopted  TrinitarianisnL 
Concerning  the  first  point,  Crosby  has  shewn*  that 
many  impugners  of  infant  baptism  were  scattered 
over  fliis  country  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  These  persons,  though  maintaining  several 
noxious  opinions  which  have  l<nig  been  unknown 
among  the  Baptists,  were  probably  the  founders  of 
the  sect  in  England.  Burnet  thus  bears  similar 
testunony :  ''At  this  time  (1547)  there  were  many 
Anabaptists  in  several  parts  of  England;  they  were* 
generally,  Germans,  whom  the  Eevolutions  had 
forced  to  change  their  seats."  In  1608,  a  writer 
called  Enoch  Clapham  pul)lisheil  a  work,  from  wluch 
it  appears  there  were  then  many  Baptists  in  this 
country,  that  they  complained  of  the  application  of 
the  term  Anabaptists  to  them,  as  an  unjust  term  of 
reproach,  and  that  they  were  distmguished  by  in- 
sisting on  the  validity  of  Adult  Baptism,  in  opposi- 
to  the  Baptism  of  the  Church  of  England  and  the 
Puritans,  f  Neal,  who  was  far  from  being  partial 
to  their  cause,  admits  that,  in  1644,  they  "made  a 
considerable  %ure,  and  spread  themselves  into  se- 
parate congregations/* j:  "So  wonderfully  (he  adds) 
did  this  opinion  (the  necessity  of  'dipping  )  prevail, 
that  there  were  no  less  than  forty-seven  congrega- 
tions in  die  country,  and  seven  in  London,  who 

•  Crosby's  Hutory  of  the  Baptists,  Vol.  i. 

f  NcaV?  History  of  the  Puritans,  Vol.  ii.  p*  111. 

t  Quoted  by  Crotby,  VoL  i.  p.  88. 
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published  a  ccofasioD  of  their  fiiidi."  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  Mureiua  church  was  one  of  these. 
That  there  were  BaptistB  in  this  part  of  the  king* 
dom,  appears  from  **the  confessioii  of  ftith  hj  the 
churcheji  in  Somerset  and  the  counties  adjacent,"* 
The  inference  is  also  strengthened  by  the  chroan- 
stance  that  many  of  the  early  English  BsptlstB, 
coming  from  the  Low  Countries,  ibiiowed  the 
woollen  trade,  for  which  this  town  was  long  noted. 
I  have  mentioiKd  in  the  history  of  the  Honiton 
congregatiiA,  that  Mr.  Jerom  Maynard,  its  zeakMis 
founder,  went  to  Moreton  to  learn  that  trade,  pro> 
bably  in  the  year  1690,  and,  during  his  iipj)rL'n- 
ticeship«  was  eonnected  with  a  Greneral  Baptist 
Society. 

There  is  also  a  tradition  that  the  Baptists  at 
MoTetoo  once  suffered  dreadful  persecution.  If 
they  did  not  they  escaped  the  &te  of  their  brethren, 
and  the  tbunders  of  their  churches  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  The  Gh>venunent,  drawing  no 
distinction  between  the  harmless  religionists  who 
fled  to  this  country  for  protection  and  the  dai^ 
gerons  fanatics  of  the  same  name  in  Holland,  per- 
secuted the  former  without  mercy.  In  1535,  four- 
teen Hollanders,  several  if  not  all  of  whom  were 
stigmatised  as  Anabaptists,  on  account  of  their 
"  heresies,"  were  burnt  by  pairs,  in  various  places ; 
and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  those  heresies 
were  attributed  to  the  use  of  the  Scriptures,  which 
were  then  becoming  known,  in  consequence  of  the 

*  Crosby*  T<oi  i. ;  Appendix,  p.  27* 
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Reformation,  followed  by  the  pious  efforts  of  Tindale 
and  Coverdale.  Fuller  says  ''that,  in  1538^  a  match 
being  made  between  King  Henry  and  the  Lady 
Anne  of  Cleve,  Dutchmen  flocked  faster  than  Ubual 
into  England,  and  soon  after  began  to  broach  their 
(rinmge  opinions,  being  branded  with  the  general 
name  of  Anabaptists."* — "I  read  (he  continues)  that 
four  of  them,  three  men  and  one  woman,  all  Ihiteh, 
bare  faggots  at  Paurs  Cross,  and,  three  days  after, 
a  man  and  woman,  of  their  sect,  were  burnt  in 
Smithfield."t     Latimer  while  preaching  bef<nre 

•  Puller's  Church  History.  Bo  ok  W.  p.  229. 

t  If  any  apoiog)'  may  be  offered  for  the  severity  with  which  these  per- 
sons were  treated,  it  must  be  found  in  the  crimes  conimutcd  by  their 
coimtrymen  of  the  tame  denomiiiition»  abont  HbHa  time,  in  many  parti  of 
Bmvpe.  A  diidiictloii  ludoiilvtedly  ought  to  have  been  drawn,  ai  I  have 
fattimated  tlbove,  between  the  innocent  and  the  criminal  members  of  tiii* 
eect ;  bnt  oar  mrprite  at  the  persecntion  ot  the  former  ia  lessened  by  the 
acoomit  which  hiatorians  have  given  us  of  the  "  rebellious  principles  and 
tumultuary  proceedings*'  of  the  Anabaptists  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  and 
Holland.    "  There  stands  upon  record  (Bays  Mosheinij  a  rnost  shocking 
instance  of  this,  in  the  dreadful  commotions  Umi  were  excited  at  Munstcr, 
in  1533,  by  some  Dutch  Anabaptists,  who  cho^  that  city  as  the  scene  of 
their  horrid  operatioot,  and  oommitted  in  it  such  deeds  as  would  enrpass  all 
credibOitf ,  were  they  not  atleaied  In  a  manner  that  ezdudes  every  degree 
of  donbt  and  nnoertainty.  A  handfU  of  madmen,  who  had  gotten  into 
ttieir  heads  the  visionary  notion  of  a  new  and  spiritual  kingdom,  soon  to 
be  established  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  formed  themselves  into  a  so> 
ciety,  under  the  guidance  of  a  few  illiterate  leaders  chosen  out  of  the  |>opu- 
lace^  and  they  persuade<I,  not  only  the  ignorant  multitude,  but  even 
several  among  the  learned,  that  Mu aster  was  to  be  the  seat  of  this  new 
and  heavenly  Jerusalem,  whose  spiritual  dominion  was  theuce  to  be  pro- 
pagated to  sB  parts  of  the  earth.  The  hold  ringleaders  of  this  loriOQs 
tribe  were^  John  Matthbon,  John  Bockhold,  a  tailor  of  Leyden,  one 
Gerard,  with  some  others,  whom  the  bUnd  rage  of  enthosiaam,  or  the  still 
more  culpaUe  principles  of  sedition,  had  embarked  in  this  extravagant 
and  daq;>erate  cause.   They  made  themselves  masters  of  the  city  of  Muns- 
tcr, deposed  the  magistrates,  and  committed  all  the  enormon<«  crimes,  and 
ridiculous  follies,  which  tlie  most  pervt  i^c  ;in(l  iiitLrnai  nnaKination  could 
suggest.    John  ikxUchold  was  proclaimed  king  and  legislator  of  this  new 

2  H 
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Edward  VI.,  thus  testified  to  the  fortitude  with 

which  they  siifiVri'd.*  "The  Anabaptists  ihat  were 
burnt  here  in  divers  towns  in  England,  as  I  heard 
of  credible  men,  I  saw  them  not  myself^  went  to 

hierarchy :  but  his  reign  was  tmnsitory,  and  hh  end  deplorable ;  for  Miins- 
Ur  was,  in  153fi,  rctaki-u  after  a  long  siege  by  it's  fjishoj)  and  sovereign 
Cotiiit  Waldeck.  tlio  new  JenjsalcTii  of  the  Ana! i-r -  clestnncfi,  ami  its 
mock  mooarch  puiiishod  with  a  tiio«t  paiiUui  aiid  ignuiumiuus  death.  Tbo 
diaord«n  occMUuied  by  tte  AoalM|itiati  at  thia  period,  not  only  in  West- 
phalia but  9ito  in  other  parts  tii  Geraoaj,  shewed  too  plainly  to  what 
hocrld  eclKauiieitho  pernioieiae  doetrinee  of  thii  «m 
osteoUtid  to  lead  the  inconsiderate  and  imnrary.** 

**The  progress  of  this  turbulent  sect  (says  the  same  author  in  a  preced- 
ing pamgmph)  in  almost  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  alarmed  all  who  had 
any  concern  for  the  public  good.  Prince?  and  sovereign  states  exerted 
themselves  to  cheek  these  rebellions  enthusiasts  in  their  career,  hv  issuing 
out,  first,  severe  edicts  to  restrain  their  violence,  oud  employing,  at  length, 
capital  punishtnents  to  conquer  their  obatinacy.  But  here  a  maxim,  al- 
ready verifled  by  repeated  eKperience»  raceiTed  a  new  degree  <tf  oonflima* 
tioa  i  ibr  the  conduct  ol  the  Anabaptist^  under  the  pressure  of  perteention, 
plainly  shewed  the  extreme  difficulty  of  correcting  or  influencing,  by 
prospect  of  suffering,  or  even  by  the  terrors  of  death,  minds  that  are  either 
deeply  tainted  with  the  poiison  of  fanaticism,  or  firmly  bound  by  the  ties  of 
religion.  In  almost  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  an  unspeakable  number 
of  these  unhaj)py  wretches  preferred  death,  in  its  worst  fonns,  to  a  retrac- 
tion of  their  errors.  Neither  tlic  view  of  the  flames  that  were  kindled  to 
consunte  theiu,  nor  the  iguumiuy  of  the  gibbet,  nor  the  terrors  of  the 
•word,  eouU  Adie  their  inTfaidhl«b  but  ill  placed  constancy,  or  inaliedMni 
abandon  tvneta  that  appeared  dearer  to  them  than  life  and  all  its  enjoy- 
ments.** **  But  as  the  greslest  part  of  these  enthusiasts  had  oobk 

municated  to  the  multitude  their  risionaiy  notions  concerning  the  new 
spiritual  kingdom  that  was  soon  to  be  erected,  and  the  abolition  of  magis- 
tracy and  cl\  il  government  that  was  to  be  the  immediate  effect  of  this 
great  reV(»lution,  this  rendered  the  verj'  name  of  an  Anabaptist  unspeakably 
odiou;*,  and  nuide  it  always  excite  the  idea  ot  a  seditious  incendiary,  a  \>c>t 
to  human  soiiety.  It  in  true,  that  many  Anabaptists  suffered  deatli,  nut 
on  aoeoont  of  tficir  behig  considered  as  rebeOiotta  subjects,  but  merei^ 
because  they  were  Judged  to  he  iacorrigiUe  heretics ;  lor  in  this  century 
the  error  of  Hmiting  the  administration  of  baptism  to  adult  persons'  only, 
and  the  practice  of  re-ba|)tizing  such  OS  bad  received  that  sacrament  in  a 
state  of  iufnncy,  were  looked  upon  as  most  flagititnis  and  intolerable  here- 
sies."  MottHKiM'a  EcciwaBiieal  HMorg,  £d.  1826,  VoL  iv.  p.  390. 

*  Latimer**  Lent  Sermons,  p.  56. 
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their  death  even  intrepid,  as  ye  will  say,  without  any 
fear  in  the  worlds  cheerfully/'  In  16I5«  we  find  the 
tyranny  of  the  civfl  magustrate  growiniif  with  the 
growth  and  strengthening  with  the  strength  oi  these 
unfortunate  men.  "  That  which  the  Baptists  now 
chiefly  inveigh  against  (says  Crosby,  in  reference  to 
this  period)  is  the  pride,  luxury,  and  oppression  of  the 
lord  bishops,  or  pretended  spiritual  power,  whereby 
they  w^ere  exposed  to  great  hardships  and  cruel 

persecutions."  "Their  sufferings  were  increase 

ed  rather  than  lessened.  They  were  not  only  railed 
against  in  the  pulpits  under  the  names  of  Heretics, 
Schismatics^  and  Anabaptists,  and  harassed  in  the 
spiritual  courts ;  but  the  temporal  sword  was  used 
against  them;  their  goods  seized;  their  persons  con- 
fined in  stinking  gaols  where  they  were  deprived  of 
their  wives,  children,  and  friends,  till  the  Divine 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  release  several  of  them  by 
death."*  Tracing  the  progress  of  this  wicked 
spirit,  we  iiiid  it,  m  1645,  dictating  an  ordinance  of 
Parliament  against  lay  preaching, — practice  which 
prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  among  the  Baptists 
than  among  any  other  denomination ;  but  though 
much  inconvenience  was  occasioned  by  this  arbitra* 
ry  edict,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  strietly 
carried  into  effect.  Proceeding  still  farther,  we 
come  to  the  reigns  of  Charles  the  Second  and  James 
the  Second,  whose  names  are  associated  with  the 
most  iniquitous  cruelties  towards  Dissenters  of 
every  denomination.  In  the  West  of  England  those 

♦  Cro»l..v,  Vol.  i.  p.  129. 
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cruelties  were  peculiarly  severe^  and  there  is  leason 
to  suppose  that  the  Baptist  church  at  Moreton,  con- 
sisting as  it  did,  of  men  attached  both  from  educsr 
taon  and  cenvictioii  to  the  cause  of  religious  liberty, 
experienced  its  fiill  share  of  persecution. 

The  other  tradition  preserved  by  the  Baptists  at 
Moreton, — that  none  of  their  ancestors  bdicfved  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  is  also  in  accordance  with 
general  historical  facts.  Among  the  heretical  opi- 
nions of  which  the  fourteen  Hollanders  were  ac- 
cused lu  1535,  and  for  which  they  were  burnt  to 
death*  was  the  denying  Christ  to  be  both  God  and 
num.  Bishop  Burnet s  account*  of  the  "heresies' 
of  the  Anabaptists  who  were  driven  to  Eugiandj  in 
1547>  by  the  Revolutions  in  Germany*  is  of  the 
same  nature,  anJ  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  some 
of  the  earliest  Unitarians  in  this  countiy  were  adT<v 
cates  of  adult  baptism.  "Upon  Luther^s  first 
preaching  in  Germany  (says  Burnet)  there  arose 
many  who«  building  on  some  of  his  principles*  car- 
ried things  much  further  than  he  did.  The  chief 
foundation  he  laid  down  was,  that  the  Scripture 
was  to  be  the  only  rule  of  Christians.    Upon  this, 

rnan\  arijued  that  the  mysteries  of  the  Triniti/  and 
Christs  incarnation  and  sufferings  of  the  faU  of 
man  and  the  aids  of  grace  were*  indeed*  philo- 
sophical subtil  ties  and  only  pretended  to  be  deduced 
from  Scripture*  as  almost  aU  opinions  of  religion 
were,  and,  therefore,  they  rejected  them.  Among 
thoNC  I  lie  baptism  of  infants  was  one."    From  the 

•  HiMorjr  oTlhe  Bilbnnatioa,  ToL  it  p.  110. 
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middle  of  the  sixteenth  to  that  of  the  seventeenth 
century*  the  persecutions  which  the  Baptists  en« 
(lured  were  occasiuuetl  as  much  by  their  rejection 
of  the  commonly  received  opinions  concerning  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  by  their  advocacy  of 
adult  baptism.  It  is  true  that>  in  the  year  1646, 
seven  congregations  in  London^  commonly  called 
Anabaptists,  published  a  confession  of  &ith,*  one 
of  the  articles  of  which  relates  to  the  existence  of 
"the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,"t  "in 
one  Divine  and  infinite  Being," — but  this  differs 
materially  from  the  ''orthodox"  Trinity;  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  confession  of  the  churches  "in 
Somerset  and  the  counties  adjacent/*  in  which  the 
Moreton  Baptists  probably  joined,  omits  all  menr 
tion  of  lliis  perplexing  and  often  disputed  doctrine. 

The  Baptist  congregation  at  Moreton  appear  to 
have  ministered  to  each  other  in  holy  things  till  the 
beginning  of  the  last  century.  The  first  name  on 
my  list  of  pastors  is  Henry  Terry,  who  undertook 
the  office  about  the  year  1720,  removed  to  Tiverton 
in  1731,  and  died  there  in  1759.  J  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Foot — a  name  well  known,  for  many 

•  Crosby,  Vol.  i.  Appendix,  p.  7. 

f  Even  here  we  have  an  instance  of  the  desire  of  the  early  fiaptists  to 
l)c  guided  by  what  they  dec n ml  the  word  of  Go<l  alone.  Their  belief  that 
*'  the  FalAer,  the  Wordy  and  the  Holi/  Sjiitii"  were  one  God  was,  doubtless, 
founded  on  the  well  known  passage  1  John  v.  7,  where,  and  where  only, 
fhote  nonli  oocnr  in  JozttppMltimi.  It  may  be  quettioned  whether  th^ 
woaU  have  held  the  doctrine  of  the  IVfaiity  in  any  form,  if  tdth  their  vkm9 
of  the  enfllcie&cyof  ScripCiire»  and  the  danger  of  ifeftiriiy  opinione  not 
clearly  stated,  they  had  known,  what  the  best  divines  on  all  aidee  now 
admit,  that  the  passage  in  the  Epiatle  of  St  John  it  a  forgery. 

:  Ms.  WilwB'e  M88. 
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years,  among  the  Dissenters  of  Bristol^  to  which 

place  he  removed  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  years. 
The  congregaliou  were  then  served  hy  Mr.  Richard 
Harrison,  of  whom  diere  is  a  short  memoir  in  con* 
nexion  with  the  account  of  the  General  Baptist 
church  at  Taunton,  where  he  was  settled  eighteen 
years.  This  gentlanan  was  succeeded  l>\  a  Mr. 
Tiioiuas^  wliu  appears  to  have  undertaken  the 
charge  in  the  autumn  of  1738^  mention  being  made> 
in  the  church  books,  of  the  expense  of  his  journey 
and  the  carriage  of  hi6  goods  at  that  period.  Mr. 
Thomas  quitted  Mmton  in  1760,  and  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Collier,  who,  after  serving  the  church  twenty 
years,  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Isaac, — the 
last  Baptist  minister. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  society  was  at  any 
time  very  numerous.  They  assembled  for  many 
years  in  a  building  for  which  they  paid  rent;  tbeir 
present  meeting-house  was  built  in  1786.  Mr. 
Isaac,  soon  after  the  commenoemait  of  whose  mi^ 
nistry  this  humble  edifice  was  raised,  was  a  de- 
cided Unitarian.  There  is  a  marble  tablet,  over 
the  pulpit,  with  the  following  inscription*  to  fte 
memory  of  his  predecessor : — 

John  Collibii,  twbntt  tbahs  PAftToa  or  this  Chuech:  oibd 
THB  14th  OP  Dbckmbbh,  1780.  Ik  bbspbct  to  rib  mbmobt  this 

MARBLB  IS  PLACBD  BT  HIS  WlBOW. 

OVR  FBIBMD  iiABARVS  8LBBPBTJI. 

Jbsds. 
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THB  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

This  society  was  founded  by  Mr.  Robert  Wool<* 

combe,  who  was  ejected  from  the  living  of  Moreton, 
iu  1662.  Many  of  his  congregation  adhered  to 
him,  and  provided  a  place  of  worship,  in  which 
they  assembled,  till  prevented  by  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. They  then  met  as  often  as  they  could  in 
secret,  sometimeB  in  neighbouring  woods ;  but  their 
adversaries  watched  them,  and  procured  informers 
to  swear  against  them.  On  several  occasions  they 
were  brought  before  magistrates,  had  their  houses 
rifled  and  their  goods  contiscated  ;  and  to  complete 
all,  their  worthy  minister,  who  had  been  expelled 
five  miles  from  the  town,  was  seized  while  paying 
a  visit  to  his  flock  and  committed  to  prison.* 

This  persecution  lasted  with  little  intermission 
till  1687,  when  Mr.  Woolcorii])c  and  eleven  others 
procured  a  licence^  dated  at  Whitehall,  signed 
by  the  Earl  of  Sunderland.  For  this  licence  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  is  said  to  have  been  extort- 
ed from  the  humble  flock  ;^-a  circumstance  ren- 
dered particularly  mortifying  by  the  appearance,  a 
few  weeks  afterwards,  of  the  general  declaration  of 
liberty  of  conscience.  In  the  first  year  of  the  reign 
of  William  and  Mary,  their  prospects  became  still 
brighter  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
Toleration,  which  enabled  Mr.  Woolcombe  to  dis* 

*  These  pirticolan  are  chiefly  takeo  from  a  MS.  account  drawn  up  by 
a  nember  of  the  congregatioiip  and  sent  me  1^  Uie  Rer.  J.  Smetlitint. 
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charge  his  duties^  fearlessly,  till  his  death.    It  is 

reconied  that  during  the  twenty-live  years  between 
the  ejectment  and  the  licence^  the  rent  of  the  house 
and  the  salary  of  the  minister  were  regularly  paid. 

The  first  place  of  wor^liip  was  a  dwelling  house, 
converted  to  that  purpose,  after  the  Act  of  Tolera* 
tion,  and  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Woolcombe.  The 
latter  event  occurred  in  1692,  and  was  followed  by 
a  division  in  the  congr^ation.  The  house  being 
the  property  of  the  minority,  a  new  one  was 
erected  for  the  majority,  chiefly  at  the  expend 
of  the  Rev.  Angel  Sparke.  This  gentleman  was 
ordained  here  in  1G92,  and  was  the  only  regular 
Presbyterian  minister  in  the  town,  firom  the  death 
of  Hr.  Woolcombe  till  his  own ;  to  him  was  paid 
the  rent  of  the  new  ineetmg-huuse.  During  his 
ministry,  the  minority  rejoined  their  brethren  and 
the  original  meeting  house  was  quitted.  Mr. 
Sparke's  auditors  were,  consequently,  very  nume- 
rous ; — ^in  1715,  they  amounted  to  six  hundred ;  and 
the  new  meeting-house  being  too  small  for  them 
was  enlarged,  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  in  1718. 
Thirty  years  afterwards,  this  bmlding  and  the 
garden  adjoining  were  purchased  of  Mr.  Sparke's 
relatives,  by  means  of  the  contribttticms  of  the  So» 
cietY,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Hichard  Heard,  and  m 
the  year  1760  it  was,  by  him,  assigned  to  trustees, 
for  the  use  of  the  congr^tion  for  the  term  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  years.  One  more  change 
must  be  mentioned  ; — the  meetmg-house,  when  it 
hail  been  built  about  a  century,  became  ruinous  and 
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was  taken  down.    In  November,  180I«  the  minis* 

ter  and  congregation  left  the  old  building  and  com- 
menced attending  at  the  General  Baptist  chapels 
"whcie  they  worshiped  nearly  twelve  months.  On 
the  12th  of  February,  1802,  Mr.  Kowland  laid  the 
first  stone  of  the  new  house,  and  on  the  Slst  of 
October,  in  the  same  year,  it  was  opened: — the 
Rev«  James  Manning,  of  £xeter,  preaching  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon.  The  chapel  will  seat  three 
hundred  and  twenty  persons.  A  builder  at  Exeter 
agreed  to  erect  it  for  i;269.  15s.,  and  the  materials 
of  the  old  place  of  worship.  There  is  a  burial- 
groimd  attached  to  the  present  building. 

The  ministers  from  the  death  of  Mr.  Sparke,  in 
1721  to  the  union  of  the  two  congregations,  were 
Micaijah  Towgood,  Daniel  Harson,  John  Parr, 
James  Borwland*  James  Hews  Bransby,  Thomas 
Cooper,  and  John  Smethuist.  The  congregation 
were  frequently  without  a  settled  pastor.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Rowland,  in  January,  1803,  they  were 
supplied  by  two  students  from  the  academy  at 
Exeter,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bev.  T.  Kenrick 
and  the  Rev.  T.  Bretland ;  these  were  Mr.  Shute, 
who,  afterwardfj.  accepted  an  invitation  from  Shep- 
ton  Mallet,  and  Mr.  Bransby,  who  became  pastor  of 
the  Moreton  society,  September  30th,  1804.  In 
the  following  year,  Mr.  Bransby,  removed  to  Dudley ; 
and  for  the  next  eleven  years,  the  congregation  had 

no  pastor.  During  a  great  part  of  tliis  iiitf^rval, 
services  were  regularly  conducted  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Mardon,  Mr.  Thomas  •  White,  and  Mr  Edward 
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While,  nembeis  of  the  eongregatioii,  and  for  the 

last  two  or  three  years,  exclusivelv  h\  the  last  of 
these  gepUemen,  In  the  summer  of  1815,  the 
Ber*  ThoMS  Cooper  entered  into  an  engagement 
with  the  society,  which  coatinued  till  L^idy-ilay. 
1817,  when  he  went  to  Jamaica.  A  few  months 
afterwards,  Mr.  Sraethnrst,  the  pvesent  minister, 
quitted  the  Rev.  R,  Aspland  s  Academy  at  Hackney, 
where  Mr.  Cooper  had  also  been  educated,  and 
Altered  on  his  pastoral  duties  at  Moreton.  On  tlie 
the  uuiou  ot  the  two  congregatioEB^  at  the  close  of 
the  fdiowing  year,  the  worshipers  in  the  Presby* 
terian  chapel  amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and 
hfty.  At  present,  the  numbers  average  eighty  iu 
the  morning,  and  two  hundred  in  the  afternoon. 
All  are  united  as  worshipers  of  the  only  living  and 
true  God  and  disciples  <tf  his  beloved  Son ;  aU  pnw 
less  the  simple  &ith  of  the  early  Chrurtians,  "  T0 
us  there  ».<  one  God  the  Father,  and  one  Mediator 
behteem  God  amd  mem,  the  wum  Ckrist  JesutJ* 


GENERAL  BAPTIST. 


 Thomas 

Jom«  CoLLisa 
Jacob  Isaac.  • 


Hbnrv  Terry  . 
William  Foot 


Richard  Harrison,  M..\ 


1720— I7;il 

j731_17;i(i. 

J73(>_173«. 

1738^1760. 
1760—1780. 
1780^1818. 
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Robert  VVoou  ombe,  M.A   1662—1602. 

AnoelSfarkk   16J)2 — 1721. 

MiCAUAH  To WOOOD   1 7^?^—  1 7:36. 

Danibl  HabsoK   1737—1742. 

John  Pabb   1743^1775. 

Jambs  Rowland   1776— 'I80«3. 

Jamks  Hbws  Bransby   180-1—1805. 

Thomas  Cooper   181;") — 1817. 

John  iSM£THUiiST   1817. 


ROBBBT  WoOLCOMBBy  M.  A.,  bom  al  Chodleigfa,  where  Us 
grand&ther  was  minuter.  Pteeented  to  the  living  of  M oreton 
hj  one  of  the  Conrtuey  fionily,  and  ordained  at  Dartmoath,  in 

1657.  He  ^^  Hs  a  hard  student,  a  great  philosopher,  a  sound 
solid  preacher,  and  a  courageous  advocate  of  Nonconformitj. 
For  this  he  lost  not  onljr  a  good  benefioe,  bnt  a  good  estate ;  his 
fether  dlainherited  hun,  and  made  hia  eon  his  heir,  ehazging  in 
hb  wiU  ihat  he  ahoold  not  haye  the  edncatuig  of  him.  How- 
ever, he  Hved  eomfortably  and  oontentedly,  and  ibnnd  "  a  good 
couscience  a  continual  feast."  He  died  at  hi:^  house  in  Chud- 
ieigh,  1692.* 


WiLLLAM  Foot  was  bom  at  Pl/mouth,  in  1707.  He  tfh 
eeived  the  mdiments  of  hia  ednoation  in  hia  native  town^  and 
imecnted  hii  ttndiea  tet  mder  the  Rev.  Henxy  Groye^  of 
Tannton,  and  afterwaidi  nnder  the  Rev.  John  Alezandery  of 

Stratford-upon-Avon.  In  1728,  Mr.  Foot  became  the  pastor  of 
a  Calvinistic  Baptibi  congr^tiou  at  Tiverton ;  iu  17^1^  he  re* 

*  Neocoo.  Meni.»  Vol,  i  p.  384. 
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moved  to  MoretxHi-HsfiiipBtaad ;  and  in  1736  to  Bristol^  wlieie 
be  officiated  to  a  small  aocietj  of  Oenml  Baptiata^  in  CaiOoir- 

Hill  Street.    About  the  same  time,  he  opened  a  classical  school 

on  St.  MicliMel  Hill,  which  he  coiiducted  with  great  reputa- 
tiou  mau^  ^ears ;  iu  thia  eatablislimeut  he  was  succeeded  hy 
Dr.  EstUn. 

Aa  an  author^  Mr  Foot  la  prucipaUj  known  bj  hia  **  Plain 
Aecoont  of  the  Ordinance  of  Baptism,"  in  a  cooxae  of  letters  to 
Dr.  Hoadlj,  Bishop  of  Winchester.   These  letters  appeared  in 

two  dij^tiuct  publications,  the  first  was  printed  iu  17r)(),  and  the 
other  in  17i>8.  A  eomplete  edition  wu^  piibliiihed  in  170ti,  and 
a  thinl  edition,  with  a  biographical  sketi;h  of  the  author,  hy  Dr. 
Tonlnun»  in  1787.  These  lettera  have  obtained  extensive 
latitm  both  in  England  and  America.  Mr.  Foot'a  earliest  publi- 
cation waa  ^  A  Practical  DsBCOiurse  concemingr  Baptism,"  the 
first  edition  of  which  nppeared  in  I7»^l),  and  ihc  second  in  J  750; 
nnothor  wa^t  published  iu  1820,  with  a  valuable  fragment  of  the 
author's  on  Christian  communion,  breathiog  a  liberal  and  tmlj 
Christian  spirit.  This  edition  owes  ita  existence  to  mjr  esteem^ 
ed  nOative  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Mnroh,  Theological  Tntor  of  the 
Baptist  College  at  Stepney.  Mr.  Foot  waa  also  the  anthor  of  m 
amtdl  work  on  Eldncatiou,  desipjcd  to  explain  the  course  of 
studie.<  punsueil  in  hi-  owu  ^i•blK>l. 

Mr.  Foot  w«is  married,  during  his  residence  at  Tiverton,  to 
Kliiabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Mnrohy  of  Pljmonth^  and  left 
two  dMOighlsi%—fifitftbet]i»  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Meriot^ 
an  Alderman  of  Bristol,  and  Mary,  who  died  onmarried  a  few 
yoar^  since  in  the  same  city.  These  ladies  manifested  the  \  alue 
of  the  exaui]>le  and  ini«tmction<«  of  their  revered  parent ;  many 
are  there  who  would  bear  willing  and  gmteful  tesstimony  to  their 
amiable  diapoailiona,  the  warmth  of  their  devotiooal  eentimenlB, 
and  their  jndielCNus  ever  active  benevclenoe.  Mr.  Foot's  rdl^i- 
ona  opinions  nnderwent  a  eonridefable  change  a£ter  he  entered 
upon  the  ministry,  and  at  the  clo^  of  hu  life  were  either  Arian 
or  Tnitarian.  The  following  inscription  is  found  m  the  iiaptist 
burial-gruuud,  Kcd-cros8»  Bristol; — 
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"To  «as  MiacoRT  of  mm  Hit.  and  uamud  Wiluax  Foot,  vor 

UAHY  YMMM  MUflSTlft  OF  TVS  GoSFBt.  Ut  THIS  CITY.    Hu  DUD 

Mat  Idth,  1782,  iw  trb  TGlh  tbas  of  bis  aqk.  Umdissbmblrd 

PIBTT,  INTEGRITY,  CANDOUR,  AND  UBBBALITT,  BMINBNTLT  DtB- 

TlNOnSHEn  HIS  CHARACTER.  Go,  RKADKR,  STUDY  LIKE  HIM  TO 
APPUUVE  THVnKhK  tNTU  Goi>,  AND  TliY  L.ATTEK  KND,  LIKE  Ui8, 
WILL  BE  PEACB."  • 


John  Collikr  was  bom  at  Trowbridge,  in  the  year  1720. 
His  futbcr,  a  respectable  tradesman,  waa  great-graudsoa  of  tbe 
Rev.  Thomas  Colliery  a  Yorkshire  cisigyiiiaiiy  who  published 
nnny  Uieologioal  trmtei^  and  in  partbular  ^  A  Bodj  of  Divl* 
nit//'  which,  with  its  endless  divinoos  and  8ab*diyi8ioii%  and 
its  labyrinth  of  postulates,  proofe,  and  corollariefl,  was  onoe, 
agreeably  to  the  taiite  of  the  age,  held  in  t'ou«iderHble  esteem. 

The  subject  of  this  uotioe  receive  the  rudiments  of  bis  edu- 
cation in  a  humble  oottage-seminarj  at  the  foot  of  the  MendifN 
hills.  He  soon^  however,  had  the  privilege  of  being  removied  to 
a  fior  better  sehooV  at  Bridgwater,  where  he  enjojed  the  most 
fevourable  opportunities  of  satisfying  his  thirst  for  knowledge. 
From  bis  childlnnvd,  he  possessed  strong  powers;  of  iutelleet,  and 
was  acmpuious  on  all  occasions  in  obeying  the  dictates  of  his 
oonaciaice :  but  it  was  not  befiire  he  attained  hia  twenty-aixtli 
jear,  tbat^  jielding  to  the  wishes  of  his  parentis  be  reaolved  to 
devote  himself  to  the  ministrj.  In  1747,  he  beeame  a  stndenl 
in  the  Dissenting  Academy  at  Kendal.  That  institution  was 
under  the  able  superia tendance  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rotheram  ;  and 
had  the  merit  of  sending  forth  many  gentlemen  who  afterwards 
^^^ngHiatiaii  themselves  an  the  Noneoolormist  chnrehes  and  in 
the  variona  walks  of  titeratnie  and  soienee.  Mr.  CoUier^s  dili- 
gence waa  nnremitting,  and  he  was  warmly  esteemed  bolh  by 
his  tutor  and  fellow-students. 

In  1751,  in  consequence  of  Dr.  Rotheram's  declining  health, 
the  academy  was  discoutiuued.   Upon  this,  Mr.  Collier  went  to 

*  Evans's  History  of  Bristol,  Vol.  ii.  p. 
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LoodoOy  vImto  lie  innwinitd  Aree  yetn.  During  that  i^riod, 
lit  derot«d  many  hours  of  every  day  to  the  study  of  inediciut^, 
aUki  he  was  resnilarly,  once  or  twice  a  week,  an  atteudaut  in  the 
dissecting  rooms  of  the  hospitals.  On  leaving  the  metropolis, 
ht  took  up  his  abode  at  TWirfaridge ;  aod  was  soon  chosen  to  be 
pmor  €f  the  General  BeptietB  m  that  town»  in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Waldron*  He  also  vndertook  Hub  pastoral  charge  of  a» 
sfanihr  sodetjat  Soothwick,  a  village  about  two  miles  from 
TrowbridiTo.  •  His  domestic  prospects  were  brightened  by  lil;* 
marriage  with  Mi:^  Sarah  Wereat,  the  daughter  of  an  opulent 
fiffmer  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Collier's  polpit  senrioes  were  very  generaU/  admired,  so 
uracil  eo^  that  in  the  spnng  of  17^,  the  Bsptist  Society  at 
Moreton  enit  a  depatalioD  to  TVowbridge  for  the  purpose  of 
ursring  him  to  settle  among  them.  At  first,  he  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  proposal.  His  resolution,  however,  gave  wajr  to 
repealed  importoDities,  and  before  tlie  close  of  the  jear,  he  re- 
mored  to  Moretm.  Here  he  Gontmned  to  reside  nntil  his  deaths 
which  occurred  after  a  abort  ilfaiess  in  the  sixtieth  jrear  of  his 
ape.  He  was  interred  in  die  chnrdiyard  at  Morcton,  as  the 
Di«*?enters  had  theu  iH'  buryintr-groinid  of  their  own.  His  fune- 
ral Mormon  was  preached  bjr  his  Mend  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.) 
Toulmin. 

Mr.  Cottier  waa  a  man  of  leading  and  reflection.  His 
fcvwirite  book  was  tiie  BQJc  AD  his  inquiries  were  guided 
bj  an  ardent  deefre  to  know  Ae  tmth ;  and  he  had  the  intre- 
pidity of  »  niarf\T.  No  fidse  shame,  no  dread  of  consefjnences 
to  himself,  ctnild  deter  him  from  the  open  avowal  of  his  con\  i'c« 
tioDS.  Manjr  of  his  friends  were  desirous  that  he  should  take 
oat  a  dip)ona»  and  practiae  as  a  phjriinan ;  bnt,  attached  as  he 

*  Tlds  fataiBBllaa  wai  aoS  rsssivBd  eatH  after  tlie  ^*  of  Hm 
l^bridge  and  Soatkwkk  cbarchM  had  puwd  duroosh  the  pven.  It 

appears  from  the  above  statement,  that  Mr.  CcSStr  was  i?ffniifptfi|t  witil 
the  Trowbridge  chim  h  fh>ra  1754  to  1760.    Un  nuue  doe«  not  appear  in 

the  Trowbriilsro  chiirx  h-book ;  nor  did  my  correspondent  in  th^%  town  dis- 
ixner  any  traces  of  hi*  nnnistry  there.  The  roconla,  however^  of  the 
uajui.u-uou8  at  this  period  arc  obviousJy  imperfect. 
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W9B  ihroiifrh  life  to  medioBl  inqninM,  he  deotined  the  honoiir 

and  eniolunients  of  the  profession,  and  found  his  chief  happiness 
ninoug  kid  books,  iu  the  di>c  liMr^'e  of  hia  pustoml  duties,  and  in 
tbe  endetunuents  of  lik  home  •  To  the  poor  he  was  pnrticularljr 
kiad ;  nothing  eoold  exceed  the  eedvity  with  which  he  minis* 
tered^  especudl/  in  the  honr  of  rieknevy  to  their  wante.  His 
medical  advice  was  alwajna  at  their  aervioe^  and  manj  were  the 
Ciuma  in  which  it  waa  given  with  siicce^s.  • 


James  Rowland,  bom  at  St.  David's,  in  Pembrokeshire, 
about  the  j-ear  1756,  Settled  ut  Moretou  when  he  was  twenty > 
one  jreaiB  of  age,  and  died  of  an  apoplectic  fit  when  he  had 
lived  there  about  twent^-nx  yem.  Daring  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  he  kept  a  grammar  sehool.  Hia  death  occtirred  at 
Lamerton,  where  he  was  visiting  a  friend,  and  hy  its  saddenuess 
made  a  great  impression  upon  the  congregation.  The  Rev. 
James  Manuingi  of  Exeter,  preached  a  iiBefui  and  affectiug 
funeral  sermon  on  tbe  following  Snndajr,  from  the  words  of  our 
Saviour,  John  xi.  25 :    I  am  the  resmfeetion  and  the  life." 


Jacob  Isaac.  Of  Mr.  Isaac's  education  and  earl/  life  I 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  anj  particnlara.  He  became  the 
minister  of  the  General  Baptbt  congregation  at  Moreton-Hamp- 
atead,  in  1780,  and  continued  iu  that  office  till  his  death,  De- 
cember 2,  1818.  He  married  the  only  daughter  of  his  prcde- 
ceHsur  Mr.  Collier,  and,  in  course  of  time,  his  couueidou  with 
the  Dissenting  ministry  was  further  strengthened  by  the  marri- 
age of  his  own  daughter  to  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Braoaby,  who  was, 
fiv  a  short  time,  the  nresbjteriaa  Paetor  at  Moretou.  Mr. 
Isaac  waa  one  of  the  earliest  supporters  of  the  Western  Unita- 
rian Society:  bikI,  iii  17J)S,  he  delivered  an  excellent  sermon  at 
the  annual  meeting,  "  On  the  Consolations  of  Pure  Christianity," 

*  ComiuuiucaUxl  by  tUc  lUtv.  J.  li.  tinimby. 
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v'l:^'^!  was  iaamedmtel^  published.  Tke  followiiig  sketch  of  his 
f  hifM  liT  dusciodes  the  verr  brief  Dotice  of  the  death  of  Mr. 

m 

Imc  n  a»  Moothlr  Rcpoafevj:  «  For  deep  mod  habituai 
ifrinw  wi  of  yrit,  far  tiie  moat  engaging  ■mplicity  of  nunoens 
fcriAw afajMal  mtlw  evwe  of  Us  Diviiie  MMter,  for  a  gene- 

ivivks,  d«KcH  Rgard  to  die  sorrows  of  the  poor,  the  sick  and  the 
d«>iirnie,  and  <i.>r  pious  gruitmie  and  resignauou,  amidst  agODies 
lhat  h'oixuka  skiU  could  neither  remove  nor  aoften,  he  has  left 
behind  him  a  mae,  oa  vhkli  lamil/  and  ftieDds  will  long 
MM  wiih  a  tlMwholy  joy>"  * 

«  llM>lnai,YAig.p>CT. 
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••On  the  haiika  of  the  Tamar,  which  divideis  this  parish  from  Corn- 
wall, arc  several  cnchuntinir,  picturesque  views.  That  rivor  is  in 
Cornwall,  and  navigable  to  ships  of  two  hundred  tons,  within  tour 
miles  of  the  town  of  Tavistock.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  haih  five 
manors  here,  which  comprehend  almost  the  whole  pamh; — the  manor 
of  Tavistock — of  Hurdwick-H>f  Monrell— of  Ogbear — of  Parswell — 
and  Blanch  Down  Chase.  There  are  very  good  quarries  of  excellent 
flfaUe  in  this  porifh.  The  town  of  Tavistock  is  fitnited  near  the  sooth 
extremity  of  fhe  parish,  on  the  river  T^vy,  in  a  veiy  finitAil  vale>  in 
thai  part  almoit  triangnlar;  it  is  nirroiuided  mUk  luUi»  and  is  in  the 
manor  of  Tsfistodc/'-^OLwasLi. 

Popidirtion  in  1811^783;  in  1821»-6483$  in  1831,-*.M02. 
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The  history  of  this  congrtgatiou  derives  much  of 
iU  interest  from  its  conaexion  with  the  history  of  the 
house  of  RusselL  My  readers  need  not  he  reminded 
of  the  many  public  efforts  which  have  been  made 
by  this  ilhistrious  fiunily  to  promote  tbe  cause  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  But  it  is  not  so  well 
known  that  their  private  transactions  are  equally 
praiseworthy; — that,  though  attached  to  the  Church 
of  England  and  anxious  to  render  it  pure  and  effi- 
cient^ they  yet  encourage  within  each  sphere  of 
their  influence^  the  fullest  exercise  of  the  rights  of 
conscience.  It  is  now  peculiarly  interesting  to  con- 
template their  coiMluet  at  Tavistock  two  hundred 
years  ago ;  to  see  them«  when  reli^ous  liberty  was 
so  ill  understood — when  fanaticism  on  the  one  hand 
and  tyranny  on  the  other  rendered  useful  interfo 
rence  so  difficult — boldly  throw  the  shield  of  their 
sanction  pvei  the  oppressed  Nonconlbrniist^,  and 
allow  them  to  worship  where  none  could  dare  to 
make  them  afraid.* 

•  Wiiliatn,  the  Uiinl  Earl  of  Bedford,  to  whom  this  history  refers,  was 
the  father  of  the  celebratetl  Ixnd  W  illiam  Ru->fl!.  He  ia  reprcacntod  by 
bin  diiituiguuthed  dcscciidant  Lord  John  Russcli,  as  having  "steered  a 
WAfCriug  and  unsteady  ooane"  during  the  dyil  oonflicti  of  the  times. 
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About  the  middle  of  the  seveutcenth  cenlury,  the 
living  of  Tavistock  being  vacant^  the  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford promised  to  present  and  pay  any  minister 
w  hom  the  inhabitants  should  choose.  They  accord- 
ingly fixed  upon  .  Mr.  Thomas  Larkham,  who  in 
early  life  had  been  compelled  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
bishops  to  take  refuge  in  New  i^ugiand,  but  return- 
ed to  his  native  land  just  at  this  .period.*.  While 
labouring  with  great  zeal  and  succiBSS,  he  was  eject- 
ed by  the  Act  of  Uniform iJy.    His  atUcli^.congrct 

gKliOn,  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  his  S6rvice9« 

applied  in  their  per])lexity  to  the  Cotintess  of  Bed* 
ford,  who  was  pre-emmeuUy  distinguishied,by  pious 
sipd  amiable  qualities.    Heir  ladysh^  not  only  lis^ 

tened  to  their  application  willi  much  kiiuliiess,  but 
a^cj^  the  £ari  to  allow  them      asj^ijim  ^in  spu^e 

0«t  «he  ncAle  aatii*  idd^  fhil  **  the^ttdUkk    liUf*  irfg^k  Hk^ 

We  find  no  prools  of  indedtlon  in  Uie  notioes  of  th»  proteodoa  dIbrM 

'€hc  Earl  of  Bedfortl  to  UlOte  who  were  suffering  for  conscience*  sakei 
It  was  his  patriot-son,  however,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  glorious 
fame  of  tlii^  fanoily.  Th«  preieat  utatfcnmn  hu  thm  been  uMrmmd  by  » 
niodi^poet:  ■  .  ■>  i  

Whote  i¥)Uilty  ooniet  to  tliae^  ilunpfd  widi  a  aedl ' 

..  With  the  blood  of  thy.  imcc  offered  ttp  for  th«  wed  ; 
Of  ft  lutian  ^  min  by  dut  martaridara 

« like  tiie>yu^  of  t]ii«lHVil»  by  Delphi's  decraft  ^    [    vV * 

Set  nT)ai i  for  the  fane,  and  its  service  divine ; 
AH  the  branches  that  spring  from  the  old  Russell  tree  '  ' 
Are  by  Liberty  claimed  for  the  use  of  ber  sbrtne." 

iMmMtmiio Lord  Johr  ^''^^^dhon  hi.  infimaiing mmiim^$Mit§ 

*  NoQcoo.  Mcui^  VoL  ir  p.  407. 
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vacant  apartment  of  the  Abbey;  and  he  complied 
with  her  rt^quest  by  granting  them  the  free  use  of 
the  Refectory  as  their  plaee  of  worship.  He  also 
oiilered  an  aimuil}  ol  ten  pounds  to  be  paul  for  pro*^ 
moting  the  objects  of  the  society.  From  that  time 
to  the  present,  the  congregation  have  continued  to 
assemble  in  this  venerable  building,  aad  the  annuity 
has  been  regularly  paid. 

''Pleasant  (said  William  of  Malmeshnry)  is  the 
Abbey  amidst  the  woods,  that  stand  so  conveniently 
aroand  it.*  And  from  other  deseriptioDs  whidi 
have  been  handed  down  to  us,  it  appears  tl^at  Loth 
the  situation  and  the  building  were  well  wiurthy  the 
attention  of  the  traveller.^    But  Time,  the  great 

*  The  following  account  by  Rudoo,  written  before  the  year  1630,  con- 
tilin  mmoj  cnriova  pMtknilNv.  H«  bad  ban  nSaliiig  ibm  wafttem 
■terj  of  Edgar,  Bttiahrold,  and  BUIida.-Orgariai^  the  Mar  af  Bifida, 
and  Poke  of  Devon,  baring  kept  hb  ooarC  at  IMtCock. 

*'  Ordolph,  son  of  the  !>aid  dnke^  wada  cMoa  of  this  place  as  fittest  ta 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  abbey,  wbich  was  tbe  ordinal  of  coodmsmg  fnaa 
to  the  towTi,  heinp  thereunto  admonished  by  a  rtsion,  anno  96\.  TThirh 
monastery  ho  roplonisheil  with  black  monks,  Augustines,  and  conwcniutl 
it  to  St.  Mary  and  ISt.  Buricn.  By  whose  ruins  you  may  now  aim  a;  the 
aiitiqite  magnificence  thereof  j  where  once  you  might  have  seen  tlie  sculps 
tareof  OrgaiiiiaalbranaiDad,  and  tba  huge  proporlioikofbiaaaaOMpWi 
tonb;  ferba  vaaafkkifaaMta^aiid  giaai-SkaalraQglh.  8l;»ftaiDoo» 
nocb  spoken  of  MMsbopoftheplaoa^lietbtbefelikafWiaelnlamd.  And 
in  that  abbey  Ilea  buried  Ed^-in,  son  of  King  Edtdred,  (as  salCb  Matan^ 
bury,^  treacherously  slain  tf  the  Danes,  whom,  for  his  regardless  deport- 
ment, or  otherwise,  by  way  of  repmnch,  thry  called  king  of  the  churls. 
Thi>  niona.<(ery  had  scarctdy  attained  to  thirty  years,  before  it  was  dcva«- 
tiito<l  by  these  merciless  Danes,  w  ho  spared  not  religions  ho«5(  >  more  thau 
oUier  buildings  Notw  itlistauding,  it  revived  again,  and  by  a  iaudable 
ardinanoe,  bad  lectorea  read  fai  the  aodent  Sama  tongue,  and  ao  OBd> 
Unucd  to  our  grandtirea*  days  fo  pveacm  the  antiqniliei^  lanva^  and  Ua- 
loilca  fivinei'tj  written  In  tiiat  baignagc«  from  aUMoni  a  thin^  aifanaat 
now  ct^nie  to  pass.  IbiS  Marie  was  endowed  by  the  pions  charity  of  Stat 
age  with  large  possesions,  which,  at  the  fatal  dowufsU of  such  structures, 
_  waa  valiMd  at  jCVOa.  &t.  id^  and  tbarefa|'  the  abbot  grmra  rich  and  pimid^ 
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deslMTfer  of  all  things,  has  only  spared  a  few  fn^ 


dmrcK  described  by  Leiaad  as  one  faimdied  and 

hu  anibitioa  affected  a  mitre,  and  then  aspired  to  be  aUmittcd  a  baron  of 
tin  higher  houae  of  purliunent,  and  lastly,  to  contend  with  Hugh  Oldham, 
Wthopof  Sion.  WhSdkOUbtm  ijing-itmiudt  wm  9xaagmnd^ 
citod,w1iflra1ijliiiematonwneteGed  tome  totteoonrtof  Booie  fof 

a  dispensation  from  the  pope  m  lie  ID^Ilt  be  1niricd.'*^BlSMM*8  Sur9€f 

qfJOewmt  p.  212. 

Tho  visiter  at  Tavistock  especially,  if  he  be  a  friend  to  the  diffuiion  of 
kuowlcdi^e,  should  also  aware  of  the  following-  fact«,  m  they  are  re- 
corded )\\  a  uicMlern  writi-T  :  "An  inatitntion  for  the  Study  ol  Saxon  lite- 
rature existed  in  Tavistock  at  a  very  early  jicriod,  and  lectures  were  read 
Hut  languid  in  a  baflding  purposely  appropriated,  and  called  the 
SMBDikSduMi  TheieleolWMvwietentiwMd  about  the  peried  of  the 
Befonnafion;  and  tiunigfa  thej  are  reported  to  have  been  reoommenced  in 
iSbe  reign  of  Cbariee  ttie  first,  the  evid^Me  to  the  dreumetBiioe  ie  by  no 
meana  lalisfactorj.  Several  of  the  Abbots  were  learned  men;  and  the  en- 
couragement they  gave  to  literature  ia  evident,  by  the  establishment  of  a 
priutiug-press  in  the  Abhey,  within  a  few  ypnrs  of  the  time  when  the  art 
was  brought  into  England.  Among  the  Imoks  thai  la^ued  from  thin  prejss 
was  Waltou'ii  Translation  of  Boetixa  de  Cotuolatione,  '  emprentcd  in  the 
ezempte  Monaetefy  of  Taveetoke  in  Densbyre,  by  me  Dan  Tbomaa  Ry- 
ebwcd,  monke of  the  aaid  Hooastoy/  1525^  qvaito;  and  the  'Conllnn»i 
tion of  the  Tynnen  Chatter,*  twen^-aixth  of  Heniy  the  Bighth;  sixteen 
laavee  qaarte.  BIsbop  Qtbeon  alao  mentions  a  Saxon  Grammar  as  having 
been  printed  here  about  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  Wars ;  but  this 
assertion  is  supposed  by  other  antiquaries  to  be  unfounded."— Jtee/ist  qf 
BnpUtnd  and  Wales,  Vol  iv.  p.  220. 

I  venture  to  add  another  extract  explanatory  of  the  changes  which  en- 
sued.— "The  riches  of  the  Alibots  contiuuiu^  to  incrca^ic,  their  pride  seems 
to  have  proportionably  augmented;  and  Richard  Barham*  Ibe  thirty-fifth 
Abbo^  pnwnred  from  Henry  the  Eighth  the  privilege  of  sitting  in  the 
house  of  Peers;  or,  in  other  wordsi  was  mitred;  probably,  says  Browne 
Wffiis,  hf  pnrclMBe,  in  order  to  be  revenged  on  Hugh  Oldham,  Bishop  of 
Exeter,  widi  whom  he  had  great  disputes,  and  at  length  occasioned  him 
to  be  excommunicated.  The  patent  by  which  this  .\hhot  wn^t  honoured 
with  a  mitre  is  dated  the  twenty-third  of  January,  1513;  but  the  privilege 
coiitiniiL<l  uiily  till  the  year  1539,  when  John  Pcryn,  the  thirty-sixth  and 
last  Abbot,  surreudered  his  monastery,  and  had  the  aunuid  salary  of  j^  lOO. 
setded  on  hhn  lor  life.  The  seme  year  the  posssssion  of  the  Abbey,  with 
the  borough  and  town  of  Tavistock,  were  given  by  the  King  to  John,  Lord 
RusseL*'— Ibid.,  Vol.  iv.  p.  218. 


Digitized  by  Google 


486 


TAVISTOCK. 


twentynsix  yards  in  length;  the  extensive  clourtem» 
the  magnificent  chapter-house,  have  long  been  eon^ 
pletely  demolished.  In  the  year  17%,  the  ruins  of 
the  latter  were  removed,  and  a  teat  hoose  eredeA 
on  its  site  for  tlie  residence  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford's 
steward.  Near  this  interesting  spot  are  the  parish 
ehureh,  dedicated  to  St.  EustachiuB,  and  ihe  prin- 
cipal inn,  whose  stables  bear  traces  of  very  ancient 
architecture;  and  here  the  three  principal  streets 
of  the  town  now  meet.  It  is  remarkable  tfiat^ 
amidst  all  the  alterations  and  innovations  which 
have  been  made  during  a  hundred  and  forty  years, 
the  hnmble  society  of  Dissenters  have  been  allowed, 
uumoiested,  to  retain  their  quiet  sanctuary.  While 
some  of  the  monastic  apartments  have  been  con* 
verted  to  warehonsef?,  and  other  spots  still  more 
sacred  to  devout  meditation  have  become  the  scenes 
of  worldly  bustle  and  anxiety,  the  old  hall  has  ie» 
maiued  to  be  the  sabbath-home  of  humble  and 
contrite  worshipers,  the  suppliant  children  of  one 
Father — ^God, — the  grateful  disciples  of  one  Mast^ 
— Jisus  Christ! 

The  succession  of  ministers  in  this  interesting 
building  is  easily  traced  by  means  of  the  register  of 
baptisms.  Mr.  Larkham  lived  only  seven  years 
afler  his  ejectment.  In  this  interval  the  feeling 
against  him,  as  the  cluiiiipiuu  of  Nonconlorraity, 
was  so  strong,  that  he  was  threatened  with  im- 
piiisonment  if  he  went  beyond  his  house.  His  whole 
Hfo  was  spent  in  resisting  persecution.  Soon  after 
heqitittcd  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  his  puritanical 
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opuuons  involved  him  in  a  variety  of  vexatious 
«iito;  and  he  e;tperieiioed«  in  ^uiok  sueceflaioii,  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  Star-Chamber,  the  High* 
Coauniflfiicn  Court,  the  Consiitocy  ^  SsM^  and 
oilier  tribunals.  The  malioe  of  aonid  pf  hia  enemies 
foUowcd  him  eves  after  \m  deaths  and  would  have 
ptavented  his  intenneint  in  the  churdi;  but  the 
steward  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford  interposed^  and  he 
was  buried  in  that  part  of  the  chaiicel  which  beloo^ 
ad  to  the  house  of  Russell.* 

After  Mr.  Larkham's  deaths  Mr.  Pearse,  who  had 
been  ejected  from  the  living  of  Dunsford,  preached 
privately  at  Tavistoekf  and  eontiaued  to  do  so  till 
the  Revolution,  when  he  opened  a  Dissenting  place 
of  worship  at  A8hburtim.t  His  sucoessor  was  Mr« 
Henry  FlamancK  another  ejected  minister^— a 
branch  of  an  ancient  and  respectable  Cornish 
frpuly — a  "very  genteel  man,  of  coufiiderabl^  learn- 
ing, great  natural  abilities,  a  clear  head,  a  strong 
memory,  and  lively  afifections.'  The  congregation 
at  Tavistoek  during  his  ministry  was  large,  and  he 
laboured  with  great  success  till  his  deaths  which 
occurred  in  1692» 

The  first  minisleif  at  the  Abbey  Chapel  educated 
by  Dissenters  was  Mr.  Jacob  Sandercock.  He 
eaaae  to  Tavi^oek  in  1688»  and  pceachad  four  years 
as*  Mr.  Flamanck's  aenstant  It  was  in  compliance 
with  Mr.  Fkmanck's  recommendation  on  his  death- 
bed«  that  Mr.  Sandercock  was  appointed  his  success 

*  Noncon.  Mem.,  Vol.  i.  p.  407.  t  IWd.  p.  357. 

;  Ibid.  p.  278. 
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The  ktter  gmfhwim  was  pmikmlftrly  noted 
far  soBtaimiig  the  digaity  of  Us  <4e^  but  lie  nktk 

secured  the  affection  of  his  bearers^  and  largely, 
promoled  the  cause  of  the  Disocnteia.  He  died  m 
1729^  and  was  soeeeeded  hf  Hr.  Beter  JiHardi^ 
whose  xauu&terial  services  tvere  continued  here 
eleven  yean.  At  this  pemd  the  town  abomidei 
with  poor  ][)ersoni>,  for  whose  welfare  Mr.  JiUard 
was  unceasingly  anxious, — ^not  continiag  his  efforta 
to  the  pulpit,  but  labouring  in  yarious  ways  on  their 
behalf.  In  Dr.  Gibbons's  life  of  Dr.  WatU,*  there 
16  a  pleaaiiig  account  of  hia  benevolent  ^forts  to 
establish  a  cli8rity^«diecl  in  Tavistoeks  our  admira- 
tion oi  which  eilorts  is  increased  by  the  circum* 
stance  that  the  paientB  of  most  of  the  children  be- 
longed to  the  Church  of  England,  and  were  only 
desired  to  take  them  to  same  place  of  worship. 

For  three  years  after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Jillavd 
the  society  had  no  settled  minister.  In  1744,  Mr. 
Men  vale  was  ordained  at  Tavistock;  he  remained 
tiiere  till  1762,  when  he  left  to  preside  over  the 
Dissenting  College  at  £xeter.  The  next  minister 
was  Mr.  Bernard  Dowdell,  who  died  in  1772^  and 
was  sueceeded  by  Mr.  Theophilus  Edimds,  after* 
wards  the  minister  of  the  Mint  Chapel,  Exeter. 
On  the  departure  of  Mr.  Edwards  in  1794  the  con- 
gregation elected  Mr.  William  Evans,  the  present 
pastor,  who  kindly  funu^ed  many  of  the  particur 
lars  in  this  sketch. 

*  Mentioned  by  Dr.  Toulmin  in  his  Bcrmon  on  the  death  ol  Mr.  Peter 
JUburd,  too  of  the  above-unuMi  miniitor.  See  tapra,  p.  17S. 
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The  history  of  the  opinions  of  the  soeiety  is  thus 

faithfully  stated  by  Mr.  Evans :  "  During  a  whole 
oentuiy  from  the  commencemeiit  of  Protestant  Dis* 
sent,  tiie  breese  of  controversj  was  seldom  or  ever 
stirred  by  the  v^ce  of  presbyter  or  deacon  in 
Tavistock  Abbey*  Orthodoxy  sad  Heterodoxy 
Mver  thought  of  comparing  notes,  in  flats  or  sharps, 
about  their  creeds;  but,  instead  of  'searching  the 
Scriptures  daily,'  dosed  unanimously  in  the  bed  of 
sloth,  like  their  forefathers  of  the  mitic  ami  crosier. 
The  congregation  was  numerous  till  it  was  split 
into  parties  by  difference  of  opinion,  and  another 
chapel  was  erected  by  the  Calvinists.  The  Pres- 
byterian, now  sumamed  Unitarian,  society,  has 
flourished  with  singular  uniformity  for  more  than 
forty  years,  sustained  by  the  zeal  of  a  few  of  its 
members  and  the  concurrence  of  the  common 
people." 

in  a  turret  of  the  edihce  is  a  chapel  Ubrary.  A 
Sunday-school  is  also  supported  by  the  congrega^ 
lion.  Thus  do  the  well-informed  of  the  present  day 
employ  the  talents  committed  to  their  care.  And 
thus  is  the  belief  in  the  animating  doctrme  of  Pr<v 
vidence  confirmed  and  strengthened ;— on  the  spot 
where  an  institution  for  the  study  of  Saxon  liters 
ture  existed — ^where  knowledge  was  imparted  suited 
to  the  wants  of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries, 
— the  little  child  and  the  intelligent  youth  now 
receive  instruction  equally  adapted  to  their  circum- 
stances and  the  age  in  which  they  live. 
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Thomas  Lahkiiam,  M.A   1B02 — 1<»69. 

William  Pkarse  — insH, 

Henry  Flamajsck   i(j88~Hii>2. 

Jacob  Sakdsrcock   •  iim^l72^, 

Petbr  Jillard   1730 — 1741. 

Samuel  Mbrivalb   174-1 — 1760. 

liKKXARI)   DOWDKLI   1762—1772. 

'I'fiKDPHiLus  Kdwards  . ..   1772 — 1794. 

William  Evans   1794. 


Jacob  SakdiBBOOCx  was  a  native  of  ComwaU.  Uia  parents 
bobg  in  low  clreiimBliiices^  lie  waa  sent  to  a  gramauuHwIiool 
bjr  the  kindness  of  a  lew  Mends.    He  received  hie  edncation  fbr 

Hke  ministry  iu  tlie  Acadrmy  of  Mr.  Warren,  at  THunton;  and, 
when  he  had  finished  his  studies,  commenced  j)reaching  at 
Tiverton.  In  1688,  he  removed  to  Tavistock  to  assist  Mr. 
Flamanok,  whom  he  eventoally  snooeeded  as  pastor  of  the 
Abbey  CoDgiegadon.  Here  he  opened  a  acbool,  notwithstanding 
the  threats  of  Trehiwnj,  Bishop  of  Exeter.  This  donuneering 
prelate  insisted  on  Lis  ap])lyiiig  for  episcopal  leave  to  instruct 
the  rising  generation.  Sandercock,  however,  set  Lira  at  de- 
fiance ;  and  the  Bishop,  iu  a  letter  to  a  correspondent,  expressed 
Ida  determlnatkn  to  pnassh  **  that  ohstinate  nuasieant^tiia  Araa- 
bjtirian  of  Tbviatock."  But  it  does  AOC  appear  tiuit  his  power 
was»  in  thia  mttance^  etjoal  to  his  will. 

Mr.  Sandercock's  character  is  sketched  hy  Mr.  John  Fox  in 
the  usuhI  sarcastic  stjle  of  tLat  writer.  While  reading  the  fol- 
lowing extract,  the  reader  will  not  forget  that  Mr.  Fox  was 
prone  to  dwell  npou  the  foibles  rather  than  the  virtues  of  his 
friends.   At  the  same  time  it  will  be  remembered  that  it  is  only 
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from  ffidi  a  writer  the  true  state  of  Diwent  at  the  parlod  in 
quesCion  can  be  faWy  aoeertMned. 

*'  He  was  one  of  those  Disseiitintr  ministcra  why  believed  the  cause 
of  the  Scpai  itinii  to  be  the  ciuiko  of  Cuxl,  and  this  made  him  sit  the 
easier  with  his  ]n  oplu,  who  wvw  of  the  true  old  gtamp,  and  wlu)  >till 
retiUD  the  same  stitf,  uncharitable  disposition  to  a  wonder.  They  ha<l 
for  many  years  been  trained  by  Mr.  Fhmianck,  who  was  one  of  the 
ejected  roinistcrs  after  the  Restoration,  and  Mr.  Sandercock  knew 
very  well  how  to  encourage  and  confirm  their  party  notions,  and  to 
keep  up  that  spirit,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  congregation  of 
DUsenters  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom.  To  this  it  must  be  owing  thai 
they  sat  with  such  great  complacency  and  ])atieuce  under  his  ministry 
tar  so  many  years ;  for  though  he  had  dear  notioos  as  fiir  as  he  went, 
and  oomposed  with  Judgment,  yet  he  was  the  most  dull,  drowsy,  dis- 
agreeable man  ia  fhe  pulpit  I  ever  heard  in  my  life.  Though  I  do  not 
remember  to  bare  heard  any  aonsease  in  his  sermons  and  prayen^  yet 
they  were  both  delivered  in  a  manner  which  was  iqpt  to  lull  every  one 
to  sleep.  However,  some  amends  was  made  for  tUs;  for  though  he 
was  tedious,  he  was  never  long  in  his  perfonaanees,  either  in  the 
church  or  in  the  fiunily,  it  being  a  very  oouunendable  maadm  with  him 
never  to  make  reli^a  a  burden.  His  sermons,  for  the  matter  of 
them,  were  Uke  the  rest  among  Dissenters ;  he  took  great  care  to  tell 
his  people  that  he  was  oneof  Christ^s  ambassadors,  and  was  vastly  dis- 
pleased ;it  any  thing  said  or  done  to  deprive  them  of  that  rcgpeci  or 
power  wldc  ii  they  were  invested  with  ati<i  ouj^ht  to  have.  I  remember, 
while  I  lived  with  him,  iie  preached  a  long  time  on  the  text,  *  We, 
tlicii,  as  ambassadors,  in  Christ's  stead,'  &c. ;  and  tl»out/h  I  was  then 
ven,-  young,  I  could  not  but  take  notice  how  car]U'.-:ly  lu'  im  ukated 
the  notion  of  ambassadorship  upon  his  hearers,  and  that  lie  took  much 
pains  to  make  them  believe  that  what  he  said  as  such,  from  the  pulpit, 
was  not  only  the  word  of  God,  but  an  ordinance  really  and  strictly 
appointed  by  Him.  By  tim  art  these  ministers  in  general  maintained 
that  respect  which  was  paid  them.  His  notions  in  otlier  matters  dki 
not  run  so  liigh.  He  was  in  opinkm  among  those  who  at  that  time 
were  called  Baxterians,  that  is,  sudi  as  rejected  ikt  notions  of  true 
Cahinists,  but  yet  were  tecribfy  afraid  of  being  called  or  thought  Ar* 
mmians.  For  the  diffisrence  between  them  is  not  so  great,  had  they 
the  honesty  or  courage  to  speak  out.  He  was  a  Tery  zealous  pro- 
meter  of  the  Assembly  held  twice  yearly  at  Enter.  He  found  great 
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€fnoi«tnt  both  t»My  and  pant  by  giriiig  Ui  ngtim  jltrndtarr 
He  hftd  mafty  pmenti  and  mm  of  nowqr  Kim  Urn  both  inm^ 
Tite  people  »d  ^  FWd»  to  both  which  he  wu  conttaiitly  xeooiifr- 
mended  by  Mr.  Wahro&d  and  some  other  leadiog  mimsten.  I  ic. 
member  he  oooe  made  a  jouniey  to  London,  wher^  by  Mr.  Wahvnd's 
fecommendation^  he  cleared  JSIQO.,  betidea  aU  hit  eaqiensei  of  going 
and  coming.  He  wea  very  often  employed  in  reconciling  &niUy  dif- 
ferencesy  in  which  he  had  very  good  success,  fur  great  deference  was 
pud  to  his  judgment  by  people  of  sJI  denominations  in  the  touTi.  He 
was  likewise  very  often  consulted  in  politics ;  for  he  was  able  to  direct 
the  votes  of  most  of  his  hearers  in  time  of  an  election,  and  therefore 
wuji  in  hii,Mi  esteem  with  tlie  old  Sir  Francis  Drake,  by  \\  hom  he  hath 
often  provided  for  such  liis  friends  as  wanted  pliices.  He  main- 
tained his  power  and  repuiuiiun  to  tlie  end  of  Im  life,  and  vvas  as  much 
regarded  and  attended  in  the  \mi  btage  of  life  m  m  the  begiiming.*'  * 


Samuel  Merivale  was  bom  at  Nurthampton,  and  educated 
for  the  mitiistry  uuder  Dr.  Doddridge,  wlioea  academy  he  enter- 
ed i&  1734.  One  of  hia  ciaaa-feliowa  waa  the  axeeUent  Mr, 
Orton»  who  describee  him  as  a  most  worthy^  leamedi  and  piODS 
man."  He  settled  first  at  Sleaford,  in  lincolnsMre,  where  he 
kept  a  ^nininmr- school  which  was  iu  great  re])utatioii.  lu  this 
school  Andrew  Kippis  received  his  preparatory  edacation,  aiid 
it  was  probably  by  Mr.  Merivale's  ad\  ice  that  he  afterwards 
went  to  Northampton.  In  1744,  Mr.  Merivale  removed  to 
Tavistock.  Here  he  was  ordained,  and  spent  axteen  years  with 
much  bonoar  and  osefolness.  His  removal  was  ooeasioned  by^ 
ua  iuvitation  to  nudertake  the  office  of  Divinity  Tutor  iu  the 
New  College  at  Exeter.  He  entered  upou  liia  duties  here  iu 
1760,  his  colleagues  being  Mr.  Towgood  and  Mr.  Tiinif^r.  In 
1770  Mr.  Turner  diedi  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  lliomaa 
Jervisy  whose  appointment  excited  the  hopes  of  all  the  friends 
of  the  College.  But  in  the  following  /ear  Mr.  Merivale  died ; 
and  Ais  event  occasioned  its  dissolution. 

*  Men.  Repof.,  Vol  xvi  p.  258. 
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The  subject  of  tlib  mmaar  fbHshad  •  nmXL  voIum^  en- 
thted  **IMy  DevoHons  tlie  Ck>Ml»"  mWk  hui  {msed 
tiirongh  Bevtml  editloiia.  The  last  was  pnblislied  in  1829,  whli 

a  preface  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  and  the  addition  of  several  valuable 
prayers  from  VHrious  soun-cs.  It  was  a  favonrite  work  witii 
Mr.  Orton;  Dr.  Stonchouse  calia  it  an  admirable  book, — per- 
ha^  the  best  [of  the  kind]  ever  written ;  be  says,  <Mt  is  ftur  sa- 
pmr  to  Biahop  Kenn'iy  being  elegant^  senmble,  and  davimt." 
It  k  dRsdiktad  bjr  tfaa  Waitem  Umtarian  Sodatj,  aa  cgninently 
aaledatod  to  aid  tlietr  db^eet — 'Mba  pnmotiaa  of  Cbriatiaa 
knowledge  and  the  pructici*  of  virtut^." 

Mr.  Merivale's  chnrncter  wa^  jnstly  described  by  Mr.  Bretland, 
one  of  the  earliest  pupils  in  the  Exeter  Academy.  Af^or  men- 
tioning tbe  excellenre  of  hia  oondnct  in  domestic  life^  in  dia- 
obargu^  tba  dntiea  of  a  Tator,  and  in  interesting  and  gratifyuig 
bis  Menda,  Mr.  Bietland  thna  pmeeda : 

As  a  member  uf  society,  to  the  most  cordial  love  of  all  mankind 
he  )eincd  the  most  anxious  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  native  conn* 
try ; — filled  with  the  tnie  tfmi  of  a  Briton  and  a  Protestant,  be  maai- 
fested  a  warm  and  genefoos  reaentment  at  every  attempt  to  leaieii  tba 
dril  or  rel^gioiii  liberty  of  his  oonntiyi  and  cipreased  the  oioit  ardent 
wishes  for  success  to  all  scbemes  designed  and  well  calculated  to  es- 
tablisb  its  just  rights  in  due  extent,  and  on  a  proper  and  hstbig  basis. 
As  a  Christian,  be  was  sudi  not  fiom  the  pr^ndices  of  education  or 
woildly  views^  but  from  conviction:  be  diligentiy  studied,  and  well 
understood  both  the  evidences  and  tbe  principles  of  bis  religien.  He 
entertained  the  most  exalted  eoncqplbms  of  God;  and  bis  bosom 
gkwed  in  consequence  with  fiervent,  manly  piety.  Hie  system  of 
Chrislianity  wbicb  be  adopted  was  fiur  from  tba  taint  of  dailc  super- 
stition, or  wild  enthusiasm ;  and(yatbnal  and  consistent  in  aM  its  parts) 
it  defied  the  attacks  of  infidelity.  As  a  Dissenting  minister,  he  adopt- 
ed those  truly  Christian  and  Protestant  principles  which  oppose  all 
human  claimn  and  iinj)Ositions  in  matters  of  religion  as  Invasions  of 
the  inalienable  prerogative  of  Jeaus  Christ.  In  the  dischar^'e  of  the 
duties  of  hia  ministerial  character,  he  was  invariably  upriglit  and  assi- 
duous. After  he  had  entirely  <iuitted  the  eharire  of  a  ]>nrticnliir  ron- 
gregation,  he  engaged  in  the  care  of  providing  supplies  for  vacant 
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societies  in  his  neigUMNiriMod,  and  waa  eminaMly  lerfioeaUe  to  tbem 
both  by  hSm  aamtiiice  and  adnoe.  Id  short,  sobriety  id  the  govern* 
ment  of  himself  i  jnitiGe  and  charity  in  his  behariour  to  otbem ;  a 
sincere  and  warm  devotkm  in  his  inteiconrBe  with  <lod;  an  insatiable 
tliirrt  Ibr  luMiwledgei— diligent  and  cheerful  endeavours  to  improre 
the  mmds  of  youth;  a  warm  and  judiciotts  leal  for  the  interests  of 
vlrttte,  truth,  and  liberty ;  and  above  all,  an  exempli6cation  in  his  ourn 
practioe  of  the  duties  be  lecommended,  are  the  great  outlines  of  tliaft 
ezoeUent  character  iriiicfa  has  so  lately  been  removed  from  our  ad- 
miring  view.  WeB  may  we  suppose  that,  as  far  as  the  mind  of  this 
worthy  person  was  concerned,  his  end  was  peaceful  and  serene.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  smiled  on  the  near  approach  of  death,  no  doubt  from 
the  self-complacency  of  his  own  conscience,  the  enlivening  hope  of  the 
Divine  favour,  and  the  delightful  prospect  of  endless  felicity.  And, 
when  thia  laist  enemy  of  nature  gave  the  fatal  -irokt  ,  it  freed  a  soul 
from  its  mortal  mansion  to  whose  revered  meuiorj'  many  have  paid 
with  me  tlie  tril)utary  tear,  and  which  I  pray  that  you  and  I  may  meet 
again  in  a  happier  state  of  existence,  where  we  may  together  for  erer 
enjoy  the  love  and  fovour  of  our  indulgent  Father  and  everlasting 
Friend,"* 


Theopu ILL'S  Edwards  was  a  native  of  South  Wales  and 
bom  iu  the  year  1750,  He  received  his  educatiou  for  the  mi- 
niatrj  at  Carmartlien,  under  tne  Rev.  Dr.  Jenkiiis.  Iu  1773, 
he  tiiooeeded  Mr.  Morivnle.  at  Tnvtatoel^  nnd  lenuunod  thew 
ill  tile  spring  of  1704,  wlien  be  became  die  pastor  ef  tlie  eoa- 
gregaticm  at  tile  Mint  Meeting,  Exeter.  Some  y  ears  bafoie  Ui 
death,  he  removed  to  'I'aiuiiou  for  die  purpose  of  enjoying"  the 
society  and  cxperieuciug  the  affectionate  attention  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Davies, — the  latter  being  his  daugkter.  Mr.  Ekiwards  was 
highly  respected  for  bia  talents  and  cbaracter ;  altbongb  vudted 
with  heavj  afflictions,  he  mvariabl/  manifested  the  most  pro- 
found resignaticm.  He  died  at  Taunton,  Oct  4,  1883,  aged  89. 
An  appropriate  tribute  to  his  memory  appeared  ^oou  alterwards 
in  the  Christian  Reformer,  f 

•  Brctland'g  Sermons,  Vol  ii.  p.  35-         f  O.  S.,  Vol.  XIX.  p.  552. 
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"  Plth  diritteneth  dial  town  whkh  bem  Iwr  nolile  maa», 
V-pm  Um  Britith  cout  wliat  ahip  yefc  ever  cum, 
That  not  of  PLmoura  1iean»  where  tliaee  haen  UEvies  ]ie» 

From  caanon's  thund'ring  flotc,  that  all  the  world 
Which  to  invaaive  tpoil  when  th*  English  list  to  draw. 

Have  chockM  Hibcria's  pride,  and  kppt  her  still  in  awe^ 
OU  fiu  iiisliing  tmr  dames  with  India rare  devices, 
And  lent  u«  gold  and  pearl,  with  silk  and  dainty  spices.^ 

D&ATTON  (htd     trUteenih  cenimryj. 

"It  is  not  long  rince  Flymmith  was  accounted  a  mean  ilabing  tovrn, 
nntill  the  ooiiTeniency  of  the  haven,  which  (without  strildng  sail)  ad> 
mittedi  into  its  bosom  the  tiOest  sMpe  that  be,  wheie  tiiey  ride  uiSe, 
in  eitlier  of  the  two  rifers,  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the  first  wind. 
The  commodious  situation,  and  healdiAil  habitation,  was  lulgar^ 
known,  and  aUuied  many  to  resort  tluther ;  whereby  it  is  so  increased 
with  beautlAil  building,  that  of  the  two  parts  (formerly  spoken)  con- 
joined is  made  one  populous  Plymouth;  and  now  so  larreat  tjnnvn,  that 
it  may  be  held  comparable  to  some  cities." — ^Risdon  (Ite^intking 
tecetiti  t  fi th  i  f  uturff). 

Plymouth  is  distant  forty-four  miles  from  Excirr,  and  two  hundred 
rind  I  icrliteen  milea  from  London.  In  the  lapse  of  two  centuries  a  vjuit 
ciiange  has  taken  place  in  the  town  and  vicinity  of  Plymouth ;  but  the 
limits  pre^ribed  in  tbiB  work  forbid  any  attempt  being  made  to  give 
an  adequate  idea  of  its  increased  extent,  opulence,  and  national  im- 
portance. Since  the  period  at  which  Risdon  wrote,  it  is  become  one 
of  Ae  greatest  naval  arsenals  in  the  ktnfdom/'--£DiTOM  of  RiaiK>if'8 
Hiitory  {\^\\). 

Population  in  1811,-^,803$  in  1821,-31,591 ;  in  1831,-31,060. 
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Five  ministers  residing  in,  and  nearly  connected 
with,  Plyniouth>  were  ailenced  in  the  year  1662. 
The  seed  they  had  scattered  was  watched  and 
watered,  not  only  hy  themselves,  during  the  inter- 
vals of  their  exiles  and  imprisonments,  but  also  by 
several  of  their  brethren  from  other  parts  of  the 
county,  and  abundant  proofs  were  offered  that  their 
labours  were  followed  by  the  Divine  blessing.  The 
ministers  mentioned  under  the  head  of  PI)  mouth 
in  the  Nonconformists'  Memorial,  are  Mr.  George 
Hughes,  Vicar  of  St  Andrew's;  Mr.  Obadiah 
Hughes,  his  son,  then  studying  at  Oxford;  Mr. 
Thomas  Martyn,  Lecturer  at  St  Andrew*s;  Mr. 
Samuel  Martyn,  his  son,  an  occasional  preacher; 
and  Mr.  John  Horseman,  ejected  at  Scilly  Island, 
but  well  known  at  Plymouth.* 

Of  these  five  niinisters,  one  only  was  able  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  ministry  at  Plymouth  for 
any  length  of  time.  This  was  Mr.  Thomas  Martyn, 
and  he  also  was  sent  from  the  town  soon  ufler  his 
ejectment,  and  frequency  interrupted  when,  at  length, 
he  found  opportunities  of  preaching.    The  magis- 

^  IfonoDiii  MitMii,  VoL  L  p*  387< 


Digitized  by 


PLYMOUTH. 


trates  ol  the  neighbourhood,  dreading  the  infliicnLc; 
of  the  ejected  pastors  where  they  were  generally 
beloved,  sent  him  with  Mr.  Hughes,  Sen.,  who  may 
be  considered  the  founder  of  the  present  society,  to 
the  island  of  St.  Nicholas  under  a  guard  of  two  files 
of  musqueteers.  There  they  remained  nine  months; 
they  were  liberated  on  condition  that  Mr.  Hughes 
should  give  security  of  ^62000.,  and  Mr.  Martyn  of 
^1000.,  not  to  live  within  twenty  miles  of  Plymouth 
without  leave  of  the  Earl  of  Bath  or  his  deputy. 
Mr.  Hughes  then  retired  to  Kingsbridge,  but  the 
hardships  of  his  banishment  and  his  separation 
from  his  flock  impaired  his  health;  and  at  the  end 
of  four  years,  chiefly  spent  in  devotional  exercises 
and  serious  discourse,  he  died.  His  friend  and  fel- 
lowsufierer  survived  him  many  years,  and  obtained 
permission  to  appear  once  more  among  his  people ; 
but  during  his  absence  his  trials  were  of  the 
severest  kind;  at  St.  Nicholas  he  was  deprived  of 
the  society  of  his  wife  and  children;  a  dangerous 
sickness  prevailed  among  the  soldiers,  and  he  en- 
treated in  vain  to  be  removed;  and,  subsequently, 
while  he  was  bound  not  to  live  within  twenty  miles 
of  Plymouth,  though  often  wanted  to  advise,  relieve, 
and  comfort  his  family  in  sickness  and  death,  he 
dared  not  go  near  them. 

The  evidence  relating  to  the  early  history  of  the 
Unitarian  society  is  somewhat  contradictory.  It 
appears,  at  hrst  sight,  to  favour  the  opinion  that 
Mr.  Nicholas  Sherwill,  another  ejected  minister, 
was  the  founder  of  their  church.    Their  register  of 

2  K 
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was  ccmnienced  by  Mr.  SlwrwiU  tmly 

three  months  after  the  memorabh^  Bartholomew 
Di^.  and  eontiiuMd  by  him  tiU  March  23,  1666. 

Then  follows  a  blank  uf  a  page  and  a  half;  and 
the  r^^t^  was  afterwards  brought  dowii,  appa- 
rently in  the  same  writiiig,  and  widiont  my  oAec 
minister's  name,  to  August  20,  1697.  However, 
Ae  BtatameatB  of  seferal  writen,  especially  Mr. 
Wilson,  lead  to  liie  eenclaBion  flial;  Shemill  was 
the  more  immediate  founder  of  the  church  since 
called  Independent,  and  Hi^ea  of  the  preaeni;  Uni» 
tarian  society.  The  possession  of  Sherwill  s  register 
by  the  latter  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that* 
at  the  doee  of  the  aeyenteentih  century*  there  was  in 
many  towns  a  coinniunity  both  of  Dissenting  minis- 
tare  and  Diseenting  records*  I  have  inserted  a  few 
names  on  my  Ust,  particularly  Natbanid  Jaeob, 
because,  though  chiefly  connected  with  the  other 
oongregation^  such  ministers  preached  occasiinially 
to  both,  till  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Harding.  That 
tiiis  gentleman  presided  over  the  society  in  question, 
is  evid^t  from  the  inscription  on  its  commimion 
cups : 

"Bought  by  ako  for  the  use  of  that  Church  in  Plymouth 
OP  WHICH  Nathaniel  Hardino  is  Pastor,  1/05.'' 

The  records  in  possession  of  the  Unitarian  minis- 
ter afford  much  information.  Mr.  Sherwill*s  regis- 
ter embraces,  with  one  short  omission,  the  generally 
obscure  period  from  1662  to  1697.  About  half  of 
these  baptisms  are  expressly  said  to  have  been  "in 


Digitized  by 


PLYMOUTH 


private,"  but  a  great  number  of  tiiem  arc  recorded 
as  having  been  performed  at  "  the  Old  Marshall 
a  locality  now  unkiiowiu  In  the  same  book  is  a 
iifiil  of  baptisms  "by  Mr.  Thomas  Martyn/'  begin- 
Jime  12,  1672«  (peifaaps  earlier^  as  a  leaf  seems  to 
have  been  torn  out,)  continued  by  him  to  August 
6,  1673,  and  brought  down,  apparently  by  another 
minister^  to  February  8,  1674p5.  It  further  appears 
from  the  following  memorandum,  after  one  of  Mr. 
Marty  us  entries^  that  there  were  two  liouses  in 
which  the  Plymouth  pastors  met  their  flocks;  "AH 
those  before  nientionod  weare  baptised  at  Greene 
house  near  Charles  Churchy  in  Greene  Stoeett." 
The  circumstance  ihat  seyeral  ministers,  preaching 
or  discharging  pastoral  duties  in  different  places, 
recorded  their  proceedings  in  the  same  book,  indi^ 
eates  that  they,  as  well  as  the  people  entrusted  to 
their  care,  were  "one,'' — that  they  realised  the 
happy  union  which  the  Saviour  so  earnestly  prayed 
might  exist  among  his  followers,  and  which  their 
su&rings  for  conscience'  sake  especially  led  them 
to  promote.  The  attachment  to  Mr.  SherwiU  and 
the  conviction  of  the  permanent  validity  of  his  epis- 
copal ordination  were  so  strong,  that  several  persons 
were  married  by  him,  though  he  was  avowedly  a 
Nonconformist.  In  the  church  book  are  the  fol- 
lowing entries : 

Married  by  mee  Nicholas  SherwiU. 

HUi2.     Mr.  Walter  1  rowt  aud  Mra.  KatLerme  Crampron 
Sept.  17.  at  StOD chouse. 

2  k2 
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1668. 

July  15.     Matdiew  Greet  and  Rvth  Kingston  at  Brixton. 

1(170.     Mr.  Abrabam  SherwiU  and  Mrs.  Joaima  Irurteacae 
Maj3.         of  SprindleatOQ  at  Pijrmpton  Morris. 

With  respect  to  the  meeting-house  in  which  Mr. 
Harding  and  his  successors  officiated,  there  is  no 
evidence  of  the  time  of  its  erection;  but  the  accounts 
of  the  luiinber,  respectability,  and  earnestness  of  tlie 
early  Nonconformists  at  Plymouth,  lead  ufi  to  sup- 
pose that  they  built  a  place  of  worship  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  date  of  the  edifice  raised  in  Batter 
Street  for  Mr.  £nty  and  his  congregation,  aftei^ 
wards  called  Independent,  is  1708.  In  1715,  Mr. 
Harding  had  seven  hundred  and  sixty  hearers,  and 
for  a  long  time  this  church  and  that  assembling  in 
Batter  Street  included  almost  all  the  influential 
citizens,  merchants,  and  manufacturers  of  the  town.* 

Mr.  Enty  was  noted  for  his  "orthodoxy/  which 
he  frequently  iiuinifested  in  the  Exeter  Controversy. 
On  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Feirce  he  was  one  of  those 
chosen  to  succeed  him,  and  his  own  place  was  filled 
by  Mr.  Baron,  his  assistant.  The  prominent  part 
tak^  by  Enty  at  this  period,  the  zeal  with  which 
he  inculcated  the  Trinity  and  its  kindred  doctrines, 
and  tiie  great  inUueuce  he  possessed  over  his  hear- 
ers,  tend  to  account  for  the  circumstance  that,  in 
after  years,  his  congregation  remained  orthodox, 
while  the  other  gradually  adopted  Unitarianism. 
Harding  as  well  as  Enty  took  an  active  part  in  the 

•  Wordey's  Lectures  on  Noncoiifontuty,  2im1  cd.,  p.  343. 
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exclusive  proceedings  of  the  Exeter  Assembly,  but 
the  latter  was  by  far  the  more  violent;  both  re- 
fused, fer  a  long  time*  to  invite  Vox,  a  reputed  her^ 
He,  to  their  pulpits,  but  at  length  Harding  asked 
him  indirectly.  The  fother  of  Fox  was  a  member 
of  Harding's  church*  and  had  imbibed  a  large  share 
of  that  zeal  for  Dissent  and  reverence  for  Dissent- 
ing Ministers  which  were  then  so  common*^  It 
was  the  great  object  of  his  ambition  to  see  his  sou 
a  member  of  the  Exeter  Assembly,  or  to  hear  him 
haranguing  some  large  congregation  in  the  West. 
He  sent  him  first  to  Tavistock  School,  then  to  an 
old  Mr.  Bedford  at  Plymouth,  next  to  Mr.  Hallet  s 
Academy  at  Exeterj  and,  lastly,  with  the  hope  of 

-  *  Setfial  ioiluMM  we  mentioiMd  liy  llr.  ¥cau  In  ntemioe  to  Mt 
going  to  Bfr.  HaDel^t,  be  leyi^  "l  wee  about  fifteen  yeen of  age.  Mr. 
Harding  and  son  went  with  ua,  wMch  my  frtber  toolc  to  be  so  great  an 
honour,  that  he  defrayed  all  their  expenses  upon  the  road."   Mr.  Hallet 

encouraged  thh  kind  of  feeling.  "  He  had  high  notions  of  the  ministerial 
power,  and  thought  tb&t  it  was  derived  from  the  Apostles,  who  had  their 
comiuission  from  Christ;  so  that  his  opiuion  was,  that  Christ  had  granted 
a  charter  (that  was  bis  word)  by  virtue  of  which  all  ministers  had  power 
to  nde  and  act  fai  tiie  cbnrcb,  at  aucflft,  al  all  timea  and  upon  aUoocaakma.'* 
And  in  peribct  aooordanee  wftb  tbeae  nottoaa  waa  Ibe  recei^tioii  oi  Dr* 
Calamy  In  1713.  "During  bia  atay  In  tbe  Weat  be  was  to  oome  to  Flj^ 
moatfa.  As  I  was  dealgned  Ibr  Landon*  my  frtber  thought  it  could  not  be 
amiss  to  shew  him  smne  respect,  to  he  sent  him  an  invitation  by  Mr.  Enty 
to  lodge  with  him.  1  went  as  far  as  Newton  to  meet  him,  where  he  was 
treated  nobly  anf]  fnr  bcyniHl  what  the  Doctor  expected  from  a  country 
brother.  He  movr  l  l>y  &low  dc^TCcs  to  Torbay,  Dartmouth,  Shilston,  and 
thence  to  Plymouth,  where  he  toolc  up  hiii  lodgingo  at  the  great  inn  for  all 
IKaaenting  niiniBtorB»  wbicb  waa  at  Bfra.  Finaon'a."— Moo.  Rcpos.,  VoL 
zvL  p.  134. 

In  tbe  oonrae  of  thia  Jonnef  » Dr.  Catany  preadied  at  Saliabnry,  Dor* 
dieatflr,  Esstert  Flymouth,  Lldcaard,  Tiverton,  Taimton,  and  Bath.  **I 
never  went  a  journey,"  he  says,  "  in  which  I  worked  harder  or  fared  better 
than  in  this." — Calamy'ii  Hitioncal  Aeeotmi  q/*  Ms  mm  Lift,  RuTT't»  £d.. 
Vol.  U.  p.  26iL 
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makingr  Him  thoroughly  orthodox,  to  Ixmdoa.  But 
the  good  man  8  hopes  were  destroyed  by  the  circum- 
«laiice  Uiil  his  son,  Uwiigh  shrewd,  inldligat,  weD 
acquainted  with  the  world,  and  by  no  means  indif- 
ferent ta  the  mpprobatioii  of  his  father  and  the  re- 
ligious public,  yel  pernrted  in  thinking  and  letiiig 
for  hiuist'lf.  While  at  Mr.  Hallets,  he  "and  five 
or  mx  others  fell  into  the  Unitarin  sefatme  about 
the  Trinity,"  whidb  being  spread  abroad,  (and  it 
deserves  to  be  uoticed  here  as  the  (mgin  of  the  cele- 
brated contiovewy  in  the  West;)  he  was  pfcraited 
for  some  time  from  obtaining  a  licence  to  ]ireach. 
Meanwhile,  his  father,  distressed  at  the  prospectof  the 
feilure  of  his  scheme,  employed  wions  means  to 
move  the  young  man's  difliculties — his  dread  of  an 
examination  by  the  Assembly,  occasioned  by  thesp- 
ritual  tyranny  of  that  body — and  bis  objection  to 
sign  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  at  that  lime,  in  mciny 
cases,  an  indispensable  ceremony.  At  length,  with* 
out  sacrificing  his  principles,  he  received  a  certificate 
to  signify  that  he  was  a  licensed  candidate  by  order 
of  ihe  Assembly,  upon  which  the  old  gentleman  wtt 
gratified  by  hearing  him  preach  several  times  at 
Plymouth ;  but  so  sickened  was  the  son  by  the  pre> 
vailing  spirit  of  the  age,  that  he  soon  after  quitted 
the  uumbtry,  and  lived  upon  his  private  resources.* 

*  *'  In  Hm  veiy  next  Avembly  aftar  thit  (lie  mf9,  in  T^raaee  IP  Ae 
■Iwrt-Uvdl  giitiflcmtton  1m  m  aUe  to  aSbrd  liii  fittlier),  Mir.  Wney 
ainUr  came  to  a  orUa.  The  crtiiodox  made  a  pnblic  declaration  of  their 
faith  in  the  Trinity,  agreeably  to  the  Articles  and  Creed*  of  the  Ch?irrh 
of  KmhIuihI  and  to  the  Asscmhh Catechism  ;  anfl  vwt}  l»o<lybt'Iievcf1  [)iem. 
Mr.  Tcirec  and  hia  fneiid*  hastily  act  their  names  to  a  ^lapcr*  in  which 
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For  some  years  fhore  WM  but  little  improyesient 

in  the  spirit  of  the  Plymouth  Noncoiilormkts. 
Tk>ugk  Harding  was  less  TioleBt  than  £nty«  tfaeie 
•ms  no  difierenoe  in  the  sentiments  of  the  two 
congregations  during  the  lives  of  those  mim^ters* 
Harding  had  at  different  times  tiiree  assistants 
two  were  Henry  Brett  and  Joseph  Cock,*  whose 
peculiar  opinions  are  unknown;  the  other>  Henry 
Mooie^  ariginallj  an  Arian»  but  towards  the  close 
of  his  life  an  Unitarian.  Moore  removed  from 
bouthmolton  in  173i«  to  assist  Harding,  at  whose 
deaib,  in  1744^  lie  became  pastor  of  the  congre- 
gation. His  appointment  was  not  without  opposi- 
tion,  chiefly  caused  by  one  leading  member  of  the 
congr^tion  who  was  a  great  favourer  of  Mr. 
Whitfield;  but  the  discontented  party^  finding  them- 
sdves  in  the  minority*  withdrew;  and  joined  the 
church  in  Batter  Street.  Mr.  Moore  "happening 
to  be  on  the  unpopular  side  of  the  question,  there 
were  those  who  (even  after  tiie  secession)  did  not 
fail  to  give  him  great  uneasiness,  especially  by 
attempting  to  prejudice  his  people  against  him* 

fhcr  declared  they  were  no  Ariaiii»  vnd  tint  flier  beliered  the  Scripturci^ 
§ar  whkb  efanoBt  every  body  hmg^ied  aft  them*  and  eaid  tiiat  Hbtf  hi  a 
manner  confessed  tiM  AaeaBh^dtarve,  and  anured  the  weridof  it  uadi^ 

their  own  hands.  I,  unluckily  for  my  private  interest,  happened  to  be  one 
of  the  hrave  fello'A  s  that  siprned  !t,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that 
Uiere  was  scarci'  iv\y  fur  me  to  preacli  to  In^sides  the  poor  reiuainaof  a  few 
hrokcn  congregations,  who  hati  good  naturtj  and  charity  enough  to  stand 
by  their  ministers,  whose  reputation,  interest,  and  usefulness  were  abso* 
latdy  roined  by  the  rage,  aspernona,  and  violence  of  (he  Other  party.  And 
thaa  ended  my  ihoft  warftre  among  the  paltry,  spiritaal  wldcedncnea 
with  whom  it  waa  my  ill  luck  to  he  concerned.** 

•  Ur.  Wilioa'i  MS8. 


Digitized  by  Google 


PLYMOUTH 


in  wkicb  they  were  but  t4X>  sueeessfoL  Bf 

died,  to  a  veiy  small  number ;  but  soon  atterwajsds 
m  divisien  look  place  at  Batter  Street^  becsuae 
tbe  majority  would  not  consent  to  appoint  Mr. 
Hanmer,  who  bad  been  the  assistant  of  their 
fimner  minister,  to  fill  the  office  of  pastor;  and  tiie 
liberal  parly  was  increased  by  the  addition  of 
Uanmer  and  his  friends.  This  circumstance  occiuv 
rad  in  176St,  the  first  year  of  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
B4*ynell.  Hanmer  preached  for  him  occasionally, 
and  baptised  many  children;  but  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  his  having  received  a  salary  as  stated  min- 
ister. Before  this  division,  the  two  congregations 
whkb  had  long  been  known  by  the  common  appd* 
lation — Prcijbyterian — were  on  friendly  terms,  and 
belonged  to  the  same  Assembly  at  £xeter. 

Hie  SQoeessorB  of  Bfr.  ReyneD  were  Mr.  Walm, 
Mr.  Porter,  Mr,  Kentish,  Dr.  Jones,  Mr.  Ting- 
combe,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Worsley,  and  Mr.  Odgers, — 
all  decided  Unitarians.  During  the  ministry  of 
these  gentlemen,  the  society,  though  not  numerous, 
has  included  many  intelligent  and  truly  respectable 
inhabitants  of  the  town.  With  two  exceptions,  (Dr. 
Jcmes  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  whom  memoirs  will  be 
given  in  the  usual  place,)  the  ministers  just  mention- 
ed  are  still  living.  Mr,  Watson  removed  to  Chiches- 
ter in  1788,  officiated  there  till  1603,  and  has  since 
resided  at  Bath.  Mr.  Porter  continued  at  Plymouth 
tai  1794^  afterwards  preached  for  some  time  in  the 

*  Bnglttli  P^bylcraui,  p.  ISO. 
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ndghboaring  dwpel  «^  Plynumdi  Dockt  now 

Tonport,  and  subsequently  went  to  America.  He 
engaged  in  a  controversy  with  Dr.  Hawker,  which 
eame  befim  the  pabUc;  and  he  com{Hled  the 
Liturgy  wliich  was  introduced  during  his  ministry 
and  is  still  used*  Mr.  Kentish  quitted  PiymouUi 
Sdop  Biimingham  in  1795,  where,  to  the  present 
time,  he  has  tilled  the  office  of  one  of  the  pastors  of 
^e  large,  eociiety  at  the  New  Meeting.*  Dr.  Jones 
was  Mr.  Kentish's  successor,  and  remained  here  till 
1798,  when  he  was  followed  by  Mr.  Tingcombe, 
who,  at  the  end  of  eight  years,  removed  to  Bridg* 
water,  and  afterwards  from  thence  to  Frenchay. 
The  congregation  were  tlien  supplied  fur  ii  few 
months  by  Mr.  John  Budd.  In  1807,  Mr*  Jones 
came,  aiul  fuuiul  the  ehaj)el  thinly  attended;  but 
his  exertions  were  followed  by  a  consideraUe  imp 
provement.  On  the  death  of  this  gentkmui,  Mr. 
Worsley  removed  to  Plymouth ;  and,  after  labouring 
here  eighteen  years,  went  to  Paris  with  the  hope  of 
forming  a  Unitarian  soeiety  there;  not  succeeding 
to  the  necessary  extent,  he  soon  returned  to  England 
and  accepted  an  invitaticm  from  his  fonner  flock  at 
Lincoln. 

A  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  congregation  now 
commenced.    The  old  chapel,  being  ruinous  and 

inconvenient,  was  taken  down,  and  a  new  one 

*  Of  Mr.  Kentish's  unwearied  labours  in  one  of  but  fields  of  Christiaii 
usefulness,  my  readen  may  form  some  idea  from  »  Est  of  bit  wftfaig^ 
tweiify«ieven  la  number,  subjoined  to  a  iliort  memoir  ia  an  lateraitiBy 
«  Skeith  qftke  BUtwf  i^  Prmtfytmimi  NrnMn^brmUff  im  BMyAem,  »y 
tkt  Rn,  J9km  Rtgnell  Wr^ML** 
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cnelad  «  Ae  sue  site.    This  w  a  Bubflteotial 

edifiee^  with  a  plain  exterior,  but  neatly  fitted  up 
and  capable  of  aocommodating  five  hundred  pep- 
sons.  Soon  after  it  was  finished,  the  congregation 
unanimooslj  elected  as  their  pastor,  Mr.  W.  Odger^ 
then  pursuing  hk  studies  at  the  London  Uniyersity, 
under  the  direction  ui  hi5  Theological  Tutor,  the 
fieY.  B.  Mardop.  The  new  chapel  was  opened  on 
SmdsT*  Hav  IdOi,  1832.  In  the  lb. 
Evans,  of  Tavistock,  read  the  liturgy  and  delivered 
an  address*  and  Mr«  Aelon»  of  £xeter»  preached;  in 
the  evening  Mr.  Odgers  conducted  die  whde  ser- 
vice, ihe  congregatioii  afisemhling  under  these 
fiivoiirabk  auspices  ime  also  gratified  by  the 

presence  of  the  Unitarian  society  at  Dc\onport, 
whose  chapel  was  purposely  closed  on  that  day* 
Most  cheering  has  been  the  subsequent  progress  of 
the  Ply  mouth  Unitarians.  Their  number  has  been 
gready  multiplied^  and  all  their  recent  proceedings 
prove  that  they  are  influenced  by  a  spirit  which  will 
not  speedily  decay, — a  spirit  which  sustains  itself, 
and  acquires  increasing  strength,  by  promoting  the 
spread  of  truth,  and  piety,  and  benevolence — a  spirit 
of  power,  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind. 

The  fbUowing  institutioBB  are  supported  by  the 
society : 

F1LLOWB8IP  Fund.  Comeoasd  ia  ISlIy  sad  very 
wdl  siipporttd.  OljeetB,  ^totmut  ia boiUfiiig  pbcet  of  wor- 
•hip,  d«fra>Hng  the  expeiM  of  ttmvciliDg  numsten^  promoliDg 

plaas  of  ixlncatiou  for  raim.stcr^  auU  other  Dxerlions  for  dif* 
foaiug  the  truths  of  the  Uospel." 
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Grapbl  Library.  Foanded  in  18:15.  Cotttauns  ilxnift 
three  hvndred  voliiiiie%  of  mtiuk  thm  is  a  printed  cetelogiie. 

The  ibllowmg  publioatioiis  are  regularly  circulated  among  the 
snbscribers  :  —  The  Christian  Reiurm<  r,  Unitarian  Chronicle, 
Monthly  Repositor/y  Christiaa  Pioneer,  Christiau  Advocate,  aad 
Chrittiaa  Teacher. 

COXORRC.ATIONAL  TllACT  SOCIETY.  Formed  in  February, 
JSfi^j,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  habits  of  reading  and  think- 
mg  iu  reference  more  particularly  to  the  docttriues  of  Chried- 
amty.  Two  kdiee  attend  regdkriy  in  the  School  Room  after 
etch  of  the  Sunday  eenrlcee^  to  deliver  tmots  to  anjr  of  the  con- 
gregation who  are  disposed  to  read  thern^ — a  part  of  the  plan 
which  has  proved  very  useful.  They  have  also  another  IVact 
Society,  the  members  of  which  engage  to  take  tracts  to  persons 
living  in  their  respective  districts  who  may  be  willing  to  read 
diem,  tfaongh  not  belonging  to  the  congregntioo. 

Sunday-School.  Established  in  March,  1833.  Confined 
hitherto  to  girls.  Number  at  first  limited  to  twenty,  but  after- 
ward! extended  to  forty.  Connected  wiA  this  InirttBrton  «e  a 
School  libraiy  and  a  Writing  Sofaool.  Bolli  are  fi>and  to  be 

valuable  auxiliaries.  The  WritiDg  School  is  conducted  every 
Saturday  afternoon  by  two  of  the  Sunday  teachers,  who  also,  at 
the  same  time,  instruct  the  children  iu  the  rudiments  of  arith- 
metic. Tliis  part  of  the  plan  ie  found  to  induce  the  scholars  to 
eeek  improvement  at  home. 

Sunday-School  Savings'  Fund.  Established  in  Janu- 
arj,  1834,  to  encourage  habits  of  economy  and  Iforethought 
among  the  children,  and  thus  prepare  them  fiv  the  prudent  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  life.  ESacb  child  is  encouraged  to 
bring  a  sum  not  excediug  two-pence  weekly,  wliich,  having  ac- 
cumulated, is  returned  in  some  form  to  the  parents  or  children 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  a  premium  of  two-penoe  on  every 
shilling.  In  the  first  year  the  deposits  amounted  to  more  than 
£8.  The  money  to  be  laid  out  for  the  benefit  of  tiie  ehildren, 
or  no  premium  to  be  given. 
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(Jkorgk  Hlghes,  B.D   J(>«2 — 

Thomas  Marxin   1662^1673. 

Samobl  Mabttn  •  

Nathanisl  Jacob   167^1<Mi 

Natbanikl  Haxdino   1690^1744. 

Hknry  Brett   1707—1723. 

JosKPu  Cock    1721— 1731. 

Hex  Rv  Moore   1731-  n()2. 

John  Retnell   1702^1784. 

Thomas  Watson   1785— 1788. 

Thomas  Pobtbr   178&— 1794. 

John  Kentish   1794 — 1795. 

JoF!.\  Jones,  LL,  D   1795 — J 708. 

John  Tingcombk   1798—1800. 

John  Jones   i807--1812. 

Israel  Woeslet   1813 — ^1831. 

William  Odosks   1832. 


George  Hughes,  B.D. — ^Born  at  Southwark. — Educated  at 
Oxford. — Ordained  in  1()28. — Preached  first  in  aod  about  Ox- 
ford.— Afterwards  Lecturer  of  AUhallows,  Bread  Street,  TiOndoa. 
— Silciified  hy  ArcUbisbop  Isndf  at  an  eailjr  period,  for  Nod- 
ooDfonnit/  to  flome  oeremomea.^ — PreBented  hj  tiha  Eari  of 
Bedford,  to  the  living  of  Tavistock,  where  tie  did  mncli  good. — 
Obliged  by  the  Civil  War  to  remove  to  Coventry  and  li\  e  with 
his  wife's  relations. — Soon  sent  for  by  "  the  eovemnient  of  Ply- 
mouth/' and  presented  to  St.  Andrews  in  that  town,  1644*— 
Found  the  Liturgy  had  been  omitted  by  bis  predooeaior,  sad 
willingly  followed  his  example. — Very  genenms  to  the  Pnritait 
ministm  who  took  reluge  in  Plymouth,  and  much  respected  by 
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all  pardet  tat  fm  leaniing,  piety,  and  general  naefelneaB. — 

Ejected  in  1662. — Soon  aftenvards  sent  to  St,  Nicholas  Island 
on  account  of  his  Nonconformity,  and  subBequently  removed  to 
Kingsbridge,  where,  in  IGiil^  Jie  proved  by  his  death  as  he  had 
done  by  his  tife^  that  he  was  a  Chiiatiaii  indeed. — ContiBned 
preaching  privatelj  to  the  laat,  and  ooofened  that  he  ^  waa  not 
aahamd  to  five  nor  afiraid  to  die."* 


Nathaniel  Jacob  the  son  of  a  major  in  the  1-arliament 
army.  He  designed  his  son  for  the  ministry  from  the  oradie,  if 
it  ahonld  pleaae  God  to  qualify  him  for  iU  At  Meen  jreara  of 
age,  the  yontih,  being  well  famished  with  gnunmar-Ieanung, 
went  to  Oxford,  and  at  twenty-three  he  was  ordained  by  the 
classical  I'resbytery  of  Samm.  lie  waa  ejected  from  Ugborougli, 
where  his  learaiug,  exemi)lary  piety,  and  obliging  behaviour,  had 
much  eudeared  him  to  the  people,  particularly  to  sc\  eral  geutle- 
men.  of  good  fovtnne  and  ebaiaeter.  After  his  ^eotmenty  he 
rode  to  Pljmoiith  onoe  a  fbrtnigbt  to  preaoh  to  Mr.  Martin's 
people,  (a  brsneh  of  the  Nonoonlbrmist  ofanrch,)  and  at  his 
death  became  their  pastor.  Abont  the  year  ]  684,  he  wa»  con- 
victed under  the  act  against  conventicles,  and  com  mil  ted  to 
Elxeter  gaol  for  six  mouths.  Still  he  lived  on  good  terms  with 
aeveral  worthy  clergymen  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  when  the 
Ffve*mile  Act  drove  him  from  Plymouth,  Mr.  Nosworthy,  of 
Dipford,  gave  him  shelter  In  his  parish.  Afterwards,  liberty 
being  granted,  he  returned  to  the  public  exercise  of  his  ministry 
to  a  numerous  congregation.  His  labours  were  crowned  with 
great  success.  Cauoa  QUbert,  vicar  of  St.  Andrews,  preached 
his  ioneraL  aermon  and  gave  him  a  great  eharaeter  for  piety  and 
learning,  t 

^  NeaooOi  lIeiB.»  p>.  d87«  Sse  a  Lilia  iaicription  oonipoied  by  the  ton* 
la-law  ef  Mr.  HngM—Mr.  Joba  flaws, 
t  Mnwaa.  Mem^  VoL  L  p.  4ltt. 
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KaIHaNIEL  Harding. — Th^:' fnllc^t  account  of  Mr.  Harding's 
file  i«  fcmvA  sTEoti^  tb^  bi^>gi^Lic:il  jsketchcs  Mr.  Fox,  of 
PI jTDomk.  F*n  ihmi  aocout  I  aliall  iutzoducs  here ;  ven* 
tnig  to  mmt  •  km  pMUfes  not  mc—wry  to  my  jNupoee. 
or  Mr.  Fai*«  tmiwj  to      wtm  I  baTe  aimd/ tenisded 


"Mr.  Bvfii|f  w  tan  v  IrdHML  ffis  hAer  wis  a  Dissenting' 

lami^eriBAiikinrdom,  and  called  Nicodemus.  Fromtbequaifitnessof 
z^-minc  and  ihe  ni>ti<iB5  an<i  di5po5jti<»a  whirh  his  son  bmnifiit  to 
Erurtapvi.  I  apprehend  ho  n-a?  o(  the  Puritaa  kind.  It  was  bv  accident 
(as  1  heard'  that  younir  Hanlinj  came  to  PlTnioiith  He  %%-ent 
on  "'vard  a  ship  in  Ireland  to  see  some  friends  \sho  hu>l  imtiarkt  4  tor 
Fn.r^aa'^  ^"^^Jne  ho  there,  the  ^vind  spning  up  fresh  and  fair,  and 
hie  vat  persuaded  by  his  friends  to  take  the  tour  with  them.  C>n 
«|  fijtiaomh,  he  fbund  that  a  Urge  oo^fT^alioB  of  Dbsent- 
mmit  IBB'^  ?>-'f->'^.  lost  their  minist^.  He  wat  dewed  to 
pwnh  to  dsrtn.  which  he  dU  iD  iMh  good  {purpose  that  the  peopfe 

vidi  him  and  elected  him  t^r  paalor.  b 
«f  wDr.OmvwholMMl  &e 


to  the  hML  I  mt  Mjidf  mdsr  hii  n^try, 
Many  jtears,  aiid  the  gtMrd  rail  oC  hit  flcacU^f  WIS  vpOB  Chedv^^ 
■ytteriet  «f  OvkdHuty,  and  upas  mtA  thiagB  as  Ekctioa,  Adoption, 
9anctification.  &c. ;  and  I  nerer  onderatood  that  he  entered  at  any 

time  on  any  other  methini  i>f  preai^hiuir.  His  behaviour  in  the  pulpit 
vras  vor\  ^uitable  to  hi^  ivay  of  think ini: ;  for  he  made  a  most  mon- 
strous disajrrecable  noise,  esperially  when  he  irre^v  anim'.  Ji«i  he  often 
did,  il"  he  happened  to  he  coufutinff  any  opin!.>ii>  It.  did  not  like.  1 
can  rememlKT  myself,  that  he  once  very  near  thrownnsj^  a  quarto 
Bible  u]H>n  the  head  of  the  minister  who  sat  in  the  desk  imder  him. 
At  another  tame,  he  uith  much  diihculty  recovered  his  wig,  whieh  he 
had  aloMMt  jerked  from  his  head  by  the  nolent  agitation  n£  km 
It  an  argument  he  was  oflcring  against  Dr.  Chrke.  He  WH  wmA 
more  diiagrecablt  m  pimyer.  Not  that  he  wis  «t  a  hM%  «r  gttttj  of 
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of  tmMoff,  ftr  be  compoMd  bk  pmjm  md  kml  Uiaaii  by  bent 
M  be  did  bit  tennonii.  Bm  tben  be  bad  to  stnnge  an  utteraaee^ 
eipeciaDjr  in  tbe  begiimiiig  of  his  prayer»  tbat  penow  not  med  to  bun 
eonld  aeldom  vndentand  bim.  He  bad  always  tbe  art  of  keeping 
great  antbority  orer  bis  bearen  s  tbe  external  sanctity  wbicb  be  car> 
ried  abont  wKb  Mm,  funed  bim  vidveiwd  respect.  His  contersadon 
generaUy  turned  on  spiritual  things,  or  on  some  (Bsputed  point  {n 
divinity,  and  if  any  indifferent  thinjifs  were  talked  of,  he  seemed  always 
uneasy,  was  constantly  ^ii(Uiil^^  ami  littiiiir  np  his  hands  and  eyes  to 
heaven.  But  all  his  knowledj^e  und  piety  never  got  the  better  of  his 
cutunil  ten  I  per  ;  for  he  was  natiiriilly  ])r<  >u(l,  and  impatient  of  contra- 
dictiou,  and  governed  ^\  ith  great  haughiiuess  and  tyranny  in  hia  family. 
The  menaces  he  gave  his  only  son  on  his  falling  into  the  Unitarian 
scheme,  and  his  driving  hiui  out  of  the  kingdom,  will  be  always  a 
standing  proof  of  his  furious  bigotry,  and  the  barbarity  of  his  temper* 
Yet  after  aU  these  imperfections,  which  perhi^iM  be  never  knew  or 
considered  as  such,  it  must  be  allowed  tbat  he  was  a  man  of  singular 
piety  towards  God.  His  heart  was  certainly  in  his  work,  and  I  believe 
be  Ibongfat  it  wm  his  duty  to  live  in  that  retired  and  abetmeled  maa. 
nerwbicb  boahnya  deBghted  in.  Upon  tbi  wbde,  oonddafny  bit 
ediM«te^piind^k^  andpraMoM^  be  diicbaiged  bi^ 
an  oxoeileol  timpk  to  bii  bmlbnn  of  the  aapanll^ 
bia  biteitics  and  mlilalces.  Uiod  and  died  an  booeit 

Henry  MooRK,  uf  Li^kt  urd. — I  omit  a  separate  memoir  of 
Mr.  Moore,  of  Plymouth,  because  his  life  was  not  marked  by 
drcouiitances  of  peculiar  intereat.  But  the  reader  will  not  ob- 
joot  to  tbe  introdoctioii  of  a  few  pertionlars  of  tbe  life  of  bis 
•on^— derived  obieflj  from  Dr.  Aikin*8  pre&co  to  tbe  poetbn- 
monBYolnme  of  Mr.  Moore'a  Lfrioal  and  Misodlaneous  Poems. 

Henry  Muohk  was  bom,  in  1732,  at  Plymouth.  His 
iather,  a  man  ot  extensive  learning  and  merits,  was  a  Dissenting 
mimster.  His  mother  was  the  dmi^bter  of  William  Bellow^ 
Eaq.»  of  StocUeigh  Court  In  the  nme  oofontjr.  He  reoeivod 
bla  gmnnuir  odneatioii  tmder  Mr.  Bedlbfd,  aiterwarda  vicar  of 
Charles  parish,  in  Pljrmontb.   In  1749,  he  was  entered  at  Dr. 

•  Mon.  Rep.,  Vol.  ivi.  p.  257. 
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Doddiidge's  AmAmjs  wt  NailhwBptoD,  <rf  wluck  he  ms  MB- 
b«r  at  tbft  time  €f  Ui  tutor's  dMMft.  On  tlds  oeeaakm^  Mr. 
Moore  paid  m  tribute  of  respect  mnd  Tenemtion  in  s  poem  to  fbe 

memory-  of  Dr.  Dodtlndgf»,  vrhich  was  aftemards  pu])liHhecl  with 
man^'  unwarrantable  alteratious.  The  poem  was  dedicated  to 
Mra.  I>oddridg<^  was  }xist\y  admired  as  a  tribute  of  el^aiit 
fimcj  aod  wann  affectioa.  He  finished  hia  aoadamjeal  ooaiae 
wdar  Dr.  Adiworth;  and  in  1755  or  1756^ «aa  oleotodMUMtar 
to  a  congregatioa  at  IMverton.  In  1757,  he  leaMyved  to  Mod- 
bun-,  wlh're  he  coiitinu«'d  ti  1  Lis  final  removal  to  Liskeard, 
which  took  place  iii  i  7f<H.  During  these  ioug  periods,  he  waa 
almoist  lo6t  from  the  notioe  of  the  world  :  recollected,  perbapa, 
hv  some  of  his  feUow-atndents  as  a  joath  of  pronuae ;  known  bf 
a  few  brother-mimsters  as  a  man  of  learning  and  critical  talents ; 
but  scareelf  recognised  for  that  cnltivated  genins  which  fitted 
him  lor  hliiiuug  lu  ihe  kighest  ranks  of  literature. 

He  so  overcame  his  diffideuce,  m  to  contribute  largely 
to  the  two  volutoto  of  coaimentaries  and  egsays,  published  by 
tiia  Soeietj  pranotiii;  Oie  haowladga  a£  the  So^tima.* 
nesa  pieces  obtained  for  the  anthor  the  ohaiaeter  of  a  verf 
lewmed,  ingenious,  and  nsefbl  critlcy  from  stieh  judges  as  Dr. 
Gt'ddt  s,  and  Michael  Oodson,  Esq.  Mr.  Moore  was  the  author 
of  an  anonymous  letter,  m  which  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  Madau's 
Thelypthora  are  attacked  with  mnch  homour  and  vivacity.  At 
the  solicitation  of  his  nephew,  who  was  a  very  intelligent 
sargoou  at  Plymonth,  he  printed,  in  1795,  a  short  poem  entitled 
Private  life,  a  ^focal  Rhapsody.  This,  though  a  perfonnance 
ut"  much  po*.nii  al  aud  sentimental  beauty,  yet  appearing  from  a 
country  press,  with  no  advantages  of  publication,  attracted  little 
notice.  During  the  last  snnmier  of  his  life,  Mr.  Moore  put  into 
the  hands  of  his  nephew,  a  volnme  of  MS.  poems  wtuch,  with 
singular  modesty,  he  requested  him  to  shew  to  some  pemon  who 
could  judge  of  their  fitness  for  die  public  eye. 

•  A  Hil  of  Mr.  Mootsrs  cMiUHiaUnM  nagr  M  ted  in  Ik.  ABM 
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*'lwiin^to'ootlieooiMii»,''(ii98  Dr.Ailuii  in  coadviBiig 
thf  vnActp)  "tmdl  trust  the  r«iidttn<tf  these  pieces  will  be  convinood 
that  I  could  not  hesitate  in  g'lviw^  a  decided  opinioii  in  thdr  favour. 
Jn  reality,  I  scarcely  ever  experienced  a  greater  and  more  agfreeable 
surprise,  than  on  the  discovery  of  so  rich  a  mine  of  poetr}',  where  I 
had  not  the  least  intimation  of  its  exiistence.  That  the  author  shouhl 
have  passed  seventy  years  <»f  life  almost  totullv  imknouu,  was  a  cir- 
rnmsfnnee  that  cxcite<l  tlic  iiitm^t  o]  all  to  wUinn  tlie  poiiuisi  were 
coiaitiuuit  ated  ;  and  we  were  impatient  that,  however  late,  he  should 
enjoy  those  rewdrti.^  of  i  It  \Uii<  h  had  so  long  withheld.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  wa<.  attacked  with  u  severe  stroke  of  the  palsy,  which, 
while  it  lelt  his  iulelleets  free,  Incapacitated  him  for  every  exertion. 
There  was  now  no  time  to  be  lost.  My  offer  of  takin^^  upon  myself 
the  whole  care  of  the  editorship  was  thankfully  accepted ;  and  a  sub- 
scription was  set  on  foot,  which  met  with  the  warm  support  of  many 
who  were  desirous  that  all  iM>s8ible  comfort  should  be  supplied  to 
cheer  the  helpless  decUne  of  such  a  man.  But  the  prn/re^.s  of  debi< 
lity  anticipated  these  well  intended  efforts.  He  sunk  tranquilly 
under  his  disease  on  Nov.  2, 1802 ;  having,  however,  lived  to  eigoy 
some  iatislhetion  from  the  knowledge  that  there  were  perMWs  whom 
he  had  never  seen,  who  could  regard  him  with  cordial  esteem  and 
friendship.  As  he  Uved  in  celibacy,  and  had  no  dependent  reladve^ 
no  other  oliject  remained  for  a  subscriptbn  than  that  of  bringing  for* 
ward  his  posthumous  work  in  an  advantageous  manner  secure  both 
from  loss  and  neglect." 

Tliose  who  are  so  fortunate  us  to  possess  tliis  volume,  will 
cordially  assent  to  the  estimute,  formed  by  the  accomplished  edi- 
tor, of  the  litefury  rank  of  Mr.  Moore.  Many  who  are  only 
aeqnainted  with  the  hjmns  bjr  the  subject  of  this  memoir  in 
various  Unitarian  eelectionsy  will  gratefully  acknowledge  his 
claimB  to  their  admiration.  If  he  had  only  written,  those  hegiu- 
ning  with  the  lines,  "  My  God  thy  boundless  love  I  pmi.so," 
"Soft  are  the  fruitful  showers  that  bring,"  "  Supreme  und  luii- 
versal  light/'  he  would  have  furnij^hed  food  for  the  piety  of 
thousands.  Of  his  personal  (qualities — his  mild  and  gentle 
manners,  bis  humility,  contentment,  and  thankfulness,  there  is 
a  beautiihl  description  in  the  memoir  by  Dr.  Aikin,  and  the  M- 
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lowiiiif  eztfBGts  from  t1i6  volniiiA  of  pooms  dnriro  Airir  grettsst 
cbarm  firom  the  ctreiimBtaiice,  that  the  sentinwnto  thejr  ex- 
press are  in  perfect  nniaou  with  those  bj  which  the  heart  and 
life  of  the  author  were  habitually  influenced. 

"  Rejoicing  in  the  pood  his  hands  bestow, 
Th'  Almighty  FatluT  looks  well  plea&'d  below. 
But  chief  his  favorite  work  to  see^ 
The  piouft,  grateful,  social  soult 
Where,  tun'd  to  nature's  harmony. 
The  softest,  sweetest  passions  roll  i 
Tint  tiliebs  in  sympathy  with  woe, 
Tliet  flames  with  friendship's  holy  glow. 
That  aweDs  wiA  wbhes  v&coiifiii'd 
To  scatter  Uaanngs  o'er  mankind. 
And,  in  dhriae  lesemhUng  lines  hnpreal^ 
Lofcs  his  own  image  in  the  gen'rous  hnast,"— p.  6. 

"But  mailt,  where  poor,  nnaotic^d  or  luknowa. 
Neglected  firtne  smDes  at  fortone's  frown ; 
Or  Uest  by  fortune  hi  a  ptifile  state. 
By  worth  ennobled  and  by  goodness  great ; 
Bright  on- whose  gen'rous  breast  those  qilendoun  glow, 
Of  sacred  honour,  kings  conld  ne'er  bestow ; 
The/riend  of  man  !  who  ran  in  life  confess 
No  joy  worth  living,  but  the  joy  to  bletts." — p.  153. 

**  O  Resignation !  Futh's  soft  soothing  chQd ; 

Conic  wtli  thy  words — tliy  looks— divinely  mild  : 

Wof's  wild  emotions  lull  to  irentle  rest ; 

Pour  holy  buliii  iiil**  the  bleeding  l)rcast; 

Be  evVy  passion,  cv'ry  Tinintinr,  still, 

AuU  bend  the  struggling  soul  to  tieav'n'shigb  wiU.'* — p.  106. 

Siuce  compiling  the  above  iiiiix?rfect  notice,  I  have  been  fa- 
voured with  a  selection  of  Mr.  Moore's  h^us  iu  his  own  hand- 
writing and  entrusted  bjr  him  to  the  respected  friend  from  wiunn 
I  received  it  ITie  ibUowing  efinsion  has  not^  I  believe^  been 
pnUisbed : 
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"Man  libit cwiftly-gUdiag  ttratm 
Athownmd  mnbeaius  play, 
SiioGestive  give  a  tnaBient  gleam. 

And  quickly  glance  away ; 

So  on  our  eyes  with  rapid  glare 
A  dMWiaad  pleamires  float; 

Bitt  we  liave  tune  to  lay  **  they  are/'— 
Tliey  vaniih,  and  are  not." 

Unnumbered  joys,  niushre*  vain. 

Our  ei^er  wishes  cheat ; 
Yet  are  we  still  aQur'd  again* 

Nor  wUL  mpect  deceit. 

From  gchcine  to  sclieinc  wc  wildly  fly. 

Nor  let  our  passions  rest : 
Then  grieve,  and  weep,  and  wonder  why 

We  cannot  yet  be  blest. 

Tlie  world  k  t  prUle  and  folly  share. 
It  never  was  designed  '  , 

To  be  the  jjlcasure,  or  the  cace,  '  - 

Of  an  immortal  mind. 

'  «  '   ■  ', 
Tu  joys  more  lasting  and  subUme  . 

The  Christian's  tu&i  aspires; 

No  bliss  within  the  bounds  ol  time 

Can  fill  his  vast  deiilreii. 

Tothee>my  God!  my  wishes  tend {  . 

In  thee  completely  blest  { 
My  present  hope!  my  final  endl 

And  my  eternal  rest!" 


The  Rev.  John  Rrynell  was  d^cended  from  a  very  an- 
(nent  aud  disting^iLsLicd  family  which  had  bceu  seated  in  Devon- 
shire for  about  four  centnriesyat  Ogwell -house,  near  Newton- 
Bushel^  the  preeeni  representative  of  which  is  Major  General 
Sir  Tfamnas  Rejmell^  Baranet.  Mr.  Rejmell  was  bom  ■! 
Newton-Abbot^  in  the  oonnty  of  Devon,  October  INKh,  1730. 
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la  the  year  17 ii5,  he  was  pbeed  in  die  Aeademieal  Imitation 

at  Diiventry,  then  under  the  superintendoncc  of  Dr.  Asbworth. 
In  this  In?«titmi<>n,  when  under  the  chnri^o  of  Dr.  Dutidritiiio  at 
Northuiiiptoii,  his  uucle  and  earl)-  iiibtnictor,  the  Hev.  John. 
Reynelly  of  Totness,  had  received  hie  ednoatkm ;  and  at  Daven- 
try,  at  a  sufaaeqnent  period,  under  Mr.  BeUiam,  hie  eon  the 
Rev.  Thomas  H  <  -  v  n  ell,  of  Crediton,  wae  edaeated. — That  hmnch 
of  the  family  from  which  the  snhject  of  this  memoir  more  im- 
mediately descended,  had  joined  the  Noiituuioi  lui.^ib  fttMju  after 
the  passiug  of  the  Art  of  Unifuruiity.  Mr.  Heyneii  left  l>av en- 
try in  the  year  1700,  and  in  17112,  he  settled  as  pastor  of  the 
congregation  at  Plymouth.  In  thk  offioe  he  oontiBiied  nntO 
1784,  when,  in  consequence  of  his  coming  into  the  possession 
of  an  estate  at  Thorverton,  near  Exeter,  he  removed  to  that 
delightful  Ullage,  where  ho  t>llk  iuttd  to  a  small  IVesbyteriau 
congregation,  and  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  Septembc^r,  1800.  Soon  after  his  settlement  at  Ply- 
month,  he  married  Mary,  the  only  surviving  child  of  Edward 
Richards,  Esq.,  of  Upex,  near  Exeter,  hy  whom  he  left  seven 
sons  and  two  dang-hten.    Mrs.  ReyneU  died  m  1789. 

'riiouL'h  the  name  of  this  admirable  niaa  is  not  exteji.Mvelv 
known,  lew  persons  have  passed  through  life  more  honoured 
and  beloved  than  he  did.  While  at  Plymouth  and  engaged  in 
the  more  active  duties  of  his  profesaion,  he  secured  die  vcasfu- 
tion  and  regard  of  liis  flock,  hy  the  courteousnees  of  his  depoft- 
ment,  the  warmth  of  his  benevolence,  and  the  amiability  of  his 
temj)cr,  as  well  as  by  the  piety,  earnestiics!;!,  iind  souutJ  practicnl 
sense  by  which  his  preaching  was  dibliiiguisked.  He  was  un- 
friendly to  controversy,  and  seldom  dwelt  u]M>n  specniatire 
points  of  theology.  His  heart  overflowed  with  kindnms  to  the 
whole  race  of  man,  and  he  was  ardently  desirous  of  promoting 
a  fiiendly  disposition  among  Christians  of  all  denominadons. 

At  I'liorvertou,  Mr.  ReyneU  occupied  precisely  the  situation 
wiiii  li  ilu-  .\nlhor  of  his  nature  seemed  to  liavc  titled  him  to  iiu- 
prove  and  adorn.  In  that  retired  aud  rural  village,  he  lived 
happy  in  himself  and  dispensing  happiness  to  all  around  him. 
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EndEckd  hy  a  munaroiiB  and  afieetioiuite  familjr,— placed  in 
aaajr  and  aveii  afflaent  oinmniBlaDceiy — and  aiudons  to  oontri- 
Inita  to  the  eomlbrt  of  evety  one  mho  came  wilbin  the  sphere  of 

influence,  be  had  it  in  his  heart — and  in  his  power  also — to 
be  a  blessing  to  the  neighbourhood  to  which  Provicleuce  had 
conducted  him — and  a  blessing  to  the  neighbourhood  in  truth 
ha  waa.   By  his  kind  offices  to  the  poor,  by  bis  affectioiiate  at- 
tsntiona  tothttur  tampoial  as  well  as  to  their  spiritoal  necessitiea^ 
lie  waa  at  onoe  a  complete  model  of  a  village  pastor,  the  fiiend, 
die  eomfbrter,  the  guide  of  all.    His  house  was  the  scene  of 
hospitality  aud  of  domestic  bliss.    His  bretlu'en  in  the  ministrj 
and  all  who  enjoyed  his  iriendship  or  acquaintance  were  ever 
rsoeived  by  him  with  a  cordial  and  courteous  welcome^  and 
were  made  happy  in  the  fteHng  that  thej  shared  the  regard  of 
one  of  the  excellent  of  the  earth.  He  was  fond  of  mral  porsnltB 
and  recreations,  as  well  as  of  his  books — of  society,  as  well  as  of 
his  own  fire-side.    It  was  there,  in  the  bosom  of  his  happy  la- 
nuXjf  that  he  sought  and  found  his  purest  earthly  felicity.  By 
them,  he  was  beloved  and  revered  in  no  ordinary  degree  while 
he  lived;  and  after  his  death,  by  none  of  them  could  his  name 
be  ever  prononneed  without  emotion.  The  ^gnified  and  manly 
beanty  of  his  person — the  nrbanity  of  his  manners — the  simpli- 
<.*ity,  uprightness,  »nd  benevolence  of  Lis  cliaracLei,  are  still  re- 
membered with  affectionate  and  admiring  regret  by  many  to 
whom  his  memory  will  be  always  predoiis — ^nor  can  the  influ- 
ence of  such  a  character  ever  altogether  cease. 

Thus  in  the  possession  of  every  source  of  earthly  ei^oyment 
and  foing  about  continually  doiug  good,  the  life  of  this  excel- 
lent m;iu  passed  happily  iiud  uaefully  awiiy  ;  jiud  wlieii  he  died, 
the  tears  of  the  whole  village  accompanied  bini  to  the  gruve^ 
where  he  was  again  united  to  the  gentle  partner  of  bis  days — 
and  where  side  by  side  they  sleep  braeath  the  village  tower."  * 

•  ComiiinnicatQd  fay  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Wreford,  of  BirmiogbaiD. 
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I''     :  f:^  J:  xX5. — TLis.  agcomiiiiihgd  f^-holar  and  volamin- 
-w-rsr,        bccx  «r  LjaiciBf»:e,  m  the  eoontv  of  C'armar- 
i^Ma.    hEs^  &±t£r        a  respectsb^  fsTmer ;  wad  tbe  flOtt  kad 

»  ■    -*      «  f  III  *-    ■  «jn  2^        -  —      -  * 

-  -  -     >  ->     -  -  J    -  ^  -  »     *       «   »  _  ■  -  ft,- 

*» » te^  h  w»  hi?  frequent  jWBCt:c^.  imni«3i»T^I\  aft^r  btesk- 
6c5t.  ■£»,;' u"  ^rtm  tii«p  hm^j  circle,  and  Tvtire  to  the  b;i:ik- 
<c  «  I'C.'aocid  nr^-*t.  aboQt  a  Bile  from  the  boose,  find  there 

NBp  lift^fr,  ^ziSaf  ifail  il  vcnU  ht  tsib  Io  sllnii^  to  ooIk 

>ir^  ^ir.  :c  ^*  ^roi^rry  of  farm,  iiefcilved  to  ednrate  him  kw 
the  CLristaci  nciiistrx.  Wim  lias  Tiew  be  procnred  for  him 
the  ken  mmmmm  in  the  elements  ci  ^  lAtin  and  Greek 
kxM««|,«iMk  co^  4Mb  m  Ik*  mmrf  seiioob  of  titt 
beiii&lmkooi.  BeMitibe  aoit«fAae  deader  adfrnigH^ 
•xid  guwIuiDy  wiWffwi  n  ofaMI  dflsifi  to  becoiM  a  praAuiMrt 
IE  olassical  lemndri;  A  boat  the  JMre  of  fourteen  or  fiftecD,  he 
3*iit  to  tbp  CoUefi?  Grjmimar  School  at  Brecon,  cue  of  the 
fim  cikseCcai  semiB^es  in  th£  PrincipHlitv,  alwa  vs  under  the 
upcfiirteadenc*  of  »  iliitjiMU  at  Urn  Ertahfahed  Chyiek. 
Hcniw  icmabedlkRe  jetn^  wkn  dw  tedli  cflife  iMkei^  to 
1789^  ol£fed  Urn  to  retom  bone. 

About  thii  period,  his  neighbonr  and  relmtion,  Mr.  David 
.Kw»,  aAenrards  the  col1«»airn<^  I'f  I)r.  Priestler,  niul  knosrn,  iu 
the  cv^ntnn-ersv  with  Dr.  Hor^kv,  a?  the  **  Welsh  Kreehoider," 
«M  a  student  at  the  New  C*olkge,  Hackne/.  Throngh  his  re- 
eoanneiidatkn,  managm  of  that  hutitiitkA  aihitittod  htna 
stadeiit  OB  the  foundatioD.  Here  he  MOB  aeqnired  the  ftknl* 
ship  and  patrooafrs  of  the  late  Dr.  Abraham  Rees,  who  had 
held  tht»  ofTin'  of  Hesitlotit  Tutor.  He  reuuiiucd  at  Hwkneysix 
^  ears,  cnjoi  iug,  amuug  other  advantages,  the  enviable  privilege 
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of  the  daaofial  iiutnictioa  of  tbe  late  Gilbert  Wakoaeld»  with 
wlioni  lie  wee  a  frvomite  popil. 
In  the  jeer  1792,  the  death  of  the  learned  and  ezeellent 

Mr.  Thomas  Lloyd  having  created  a  vacaacy  iu  the  ofl&ce  of 
Classic  ;il  aiid  Mathematical  Tutor  iii  the  Welsh  Academy,  then 
atatloued  nt  Swansea,  Mr,  Jones  was  appointed  by  the  Presby- 
terian Board  to  be  hie  aooeeeaor.  After  he  had  held  thk  offioe 
ahottt  three  jeai^  eome  luihappj  diffbrenoee  araee  betweea  hiia 
and  hia  eoUeegM^  the  Rev.  W.  Howell,  in  which  the  fltadeota 
laaUy  embarked  ae  parlazans.  The  Board  finding  that  there 
remaiued  no  prospect  of  an  auiicalilu  udjuytiueut  of  the  di<5pute8, 
and  nut  wislung  to  side  with  either  party  iu  a  matter  wliich  was 
entirely  personal,  adopted  the  resolution  of  dismissing  both 
t«tof%  and  removing  the  institotioii  to  Carmarthen.  Oa  qnit- 
tiqg  Swameoy  Mr.  Jonee  settled  at  Fiymontfai  as  the  pastor  of 
the  Unitariaa  congregation  in  that  place.  He  remained  here 
two  years,  when  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  Halifax,  in  York- 
shire. Here  he  resided  for  three  years,  joiiiiug  to  his  ministerial 
Jaboors  the  iustniction  of  youth,  an  employment  for  which  he 
was  singularly  well  qualified.  From  Halifax  he  removed  to 
t<opdoni  where  he  cootinned  till  the  end  of  his  life.  Not  long 
ader  his  setUment  in  London*  he  married  the  only  danj^ter  of 
his  friend  and  former  tutor,  Dr,  Rees.  This  lady  died  withont 
issue  iu  the  year  J 815.  In  IS  17  he  married  Anna,  the  only 
daughter  of  the  hsite  George  Dyer,  Esq.,  of  Sawbridgewortb^ 
Herts,  who,  with  two  children*  survived  him. 

After  hia  removal  to  the  metropoliB^  Mr.  Jones  oeeasionaliy 
preached  for  his  brethren,  but  never  had  the  charge  of  a  congre- 
gation. Under  some  momentary  feeling  of  disgust,  never  ex- 
plniued  to  his  brethren,  he  destroyed  all  his  manuscript  sermons, 
and  Irum  this  time  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  appear  iu 
the  polpit.  He  still,  however,  adhered  to  his  proicsaiou ;  wu^  a 
memhsr  of  the  Preitb/terian  Body  of  London  Dissenting  Min- 
isters, and  for  acme  jears  one  of  the  clerical  tmstees  of  the 
e^^tsa  and  endowments  of  Dr.  Daniel  Williams.  A  iew  years 
before  his  death,  the  University  of  Aberdeen  conferred  upon 
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him  the  Immht  digiw  of  Dioccur  of  hkwa^  and  iridim  a  jror 
or  two    Mi  dwA  he  wm  Jartpi  »  Mflrinr  of  ^  RojbI  80- 

,t .  a  „  M#  »  *- 

Dr.  Jooes  nuii^tain.^  a  hiizh  reputatiou  h?  a  trarlirr  of  the 
AflWfal  Ui^nagesL  Hts  uiattroetioiis  were  lor  ma&jr  yesrti  m 
gpMt  request  tmoog  yetwous  of  nmk  and  eBonence ;  and  he  had 
to  ncte  m  tke  amber  cT  kb  pifib  aottft  indrnM 
lirtfc.  Ha  wpmaiepied,  fcr  m  coMtoafcia  ti^  die  fd—i^ion 
of  Aa  0008  that  diatiiifTiialwd  kvrer  and  pUlatttliropial^  Sir 
Samnel  Romiilv:  and  ro  the  hi^t  be  Lad  under  liis  care  nome 
V''ni:g  perffOU:}  opulieiit  himiliei^.  it  must  be  observed  here, 
to  the  boDonr  r  f  Dr.  Joiiee»  tliat  wiule  lie  was  thus  oomted  bj* 
the  rkh  and  the  noble,  he  was  ever  read/  to  afford  enooan^ 
mentaad  gialniilOQapetaOBalaaBatancaand  iiulruclioii  to  joa^^ 
men  in  bamble  cigcuiiwtanras^  whom  ha  fbond  stnifgiing  widi 
difficultit  s  iu  the  porsait  of  leaniinfr. 

He  HC'^TiinHl  no  small  de^rt'O  of  celebritv  as  an  anthor,  ii  not 
hy  the  ttuiform  saccess,  at  least  bjr  the  nmuber,  the  onginalit)  , 
and  abiB^  of  hia  wiitiogB.  In  the  jear  1800^  while  be 
recdded  at  Halxfiu^  ha  pdUishad  hia  fint  wurk,  in  two  YoliunBS 
8vo<9  under  the  title  of  Davaiopnient  of  RamaiUle 
GventSy  calcnlaticd  to  restore  the  C^fariatiaa  Region  to  Its  On* 
ginal  Pnrity,  and  to  repel  the  Objections  of  Unbelievers." 
These  volumes  coutain  a  viudication  of  the  anthentieitj  of  tbe 
disputed  passage  in  Joeephms,  and  are  remarkable  as  coavejing 
the  first  intiination  of  the  h/potheab  far  whieh  Dr.  Jonea  waa 
afterwBfds  ao  greatl/  diaringmalied,  of  Joaephna  and  Pldlo  Uuig 
converts  to  the  Christian  fii&th.  In  1801  loflowad  a  aecond  part 
of  tliif  work,  wliifl!  the  author  entitled  "The  Epistle  of  Paul  to 
the  Uuninii'*  nnalvzcd,  fn>ui  a  Development  of  those  Circum- 
stance!; ill  the  Homish  Church  by  which  it  was  occasioaed." 
His  original  plan  was  mnoh  more  extenstve^bat  here  he  disoon- 
tmned  the  proseention  of  it,  meaning,  however,  to  reaame  the 
sntjeet  at  a  more  advanced  period  of  life.  In  1808,  he  pob- 
lished  "  Illustrations  of  the  Four  Gosjjels,  founded  on  circmn^ 
stances  peiuiiar  to  «nir  l^ord  and  hit*  Evangelist!*.      This  work 
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in  diiitiiiguiiihed  by  a  uiode  of  Uiiuldng  pecaliar  to  the  Huthor^ 
and  evinces  an  iottmale  aiMiiiaintanM  with  the  Mmd  wridngi 
and  with  CHiristiaii  aatiqiiitjr.  It  b,  iinquealioiuildy,  one  of  hk 
shiest  thedogioal  pnblioations.  Manjofhla  '^UlnatratioiiB" 
are  itrikingly  original ;  they  diworer  an  acute  mind,  Always 
feelingly  alive  to  the  uiirL\  ailed  excellence  of  our  Lord  s  jiiauiier 
of  instruction,  luid  to  the  uuHtndied  but  exquisite  beunties  of  hi« 
historian.  Dr.  Jones's  next  work  of  this  class  flpiieared  in  J 812. 
It  was  entitled  EoolesiastLcaL  Researchesy  or  Philo  and  Jose- 
phns  ffiQved  to  be  Historians  and  Apologiits  of  Christy  of  his 
FoUowen,  and  of  his  Gospel.*'  This  hypothens  the  andior 
also  maiutjiined  in  the  Monthly  Repository,  to  wkieh  lie  was  a 
fretjuent  contributor.  A  sequel  to  his  Kcclesiastical  Rcscarclies 
was  published  in  1813,  in  which  he  proposed  to  trace  the  origia 
of  the  iutrodactory  chapters  in  Matthew  and  Luke's  Gospels 
from  Josephtts^  and  to  dednoe  the  peenliar  artieles  of  the  ortho- 
dox faith  of  the  Onosties,  who  oppoesd  the  Gospel  in  the  dajs 
of  Christ  and  his  apostles. 

Under  the  name  of  E.-sciiut;,  Dr.  Jone^  published,  in  1819, 
a  New  Version  of  the  first  three  chaptersj  of  Genesis.  The 
woik  was  oceasioned  by  Mr.  Bellamy's  trunsUtioQ  that  had  then 
jttst  appeared.  In  the  following  jear,  the  appeaianee  of  aome- 
rone  Deistieal  worin  induced  Dr.  Jones  to  print,  in  om  vohune 
Bvo^  **A  Series  of  Important  Faets^  demonstrating  the  Thith 
of  the  Christian  Religion,  drawn  from  the  WritingH  of  its 
Frieuda  uiid  Enemies  in  the  Flist  and  Second  Centuries."  His 
next  publication  was  "  A  Reply  to  two  Deistieal  works,  entitled 
A  New  Trial  of  the  Witnesses,  &e.,  and  Gamaliel  Smith's  Not 
Pnd  hat  Jesos/*  In  the  title  of  this  work  he  assumed  the  name 
of  Ben  David.  Hie  last  publieatioii  of  a  tlieologioal  character, 
which  appeared  in  1825,  was  entitled  "Three  Letters  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  in  whieh  is  demonstrated 
the  Genuineness  of  the  Three  Heavenly  Witnesses,  1  John  v.  7. 
By  Ben  David."  His  aim  in  this  tract  is  to  prove  that  this 
mnch-dispnted  verse,  which  nearly  all  the  most  eminent  scholais 
and  writers  of  modem  times  have  pronounced  to  be  a  forgery, 
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\v2i>.  liie  genuine  compuditiuu  of  die  author  of  tlie  cpUtle ;  aud 
that,  instead  of  being  ibiated  into  the  text,  as  m  commonly 
Mmtamed^  for  the  p«irpofle  of  sappocthig  the  doctrine  q£  the 
Tnaity,  it  aotnally  expsnged  hj  thfi  wlkr  &/3ban,  as  te- 
Biihiiig  a  strong  argument  m  fitvonr  of  the  proper  hnmanitj  of 
Christ.  This  pamphlet  exhibits,  in  the  liveliest  colours,  (lie 
sanguine  temper  of  the  nutlior'^  mind,  and  displuys  great  inge- 
nuitj  as  well  as  euthuaiatim  in  the  maintenauce  of  a  favoorilA 
h^'potbesis. 

Dr.  Jones  rsnksd  deservedly  high  as  a  soholsr  and  phihilogis^ 
and  his  writings  on  the  cbeMcal  Isngnsges  are  DiuBetoaa.  Ia 
18K3,  he  published  a  short  Latin  Grammar,  whieh  was  reprinilsd 

in  1816.  lu  1H(M,  he  published  a  Greek  Grammar  on  :tu  im- 
proved plan,  which  was  repeatedly  reprinted ;  but  in  the  Ia£>t 
year  the  author  re-modelled  and  nearly  re-wrote  it,  and  pab* 
lished  it  under  the  title  of  £iymohgia  Graa^  or  a  Qnoninar 
of  the  Greek  I^oigaage/'  dee.  In  1819»  Dr.  Jones  pwKKshed 
A  Latm  snd  Englidi  Vocabulary,  on  a  simple  yet  philosophi- 
cal principle,  for  the  use  of  Schools."  This  work  he  afterwards 
greatly  improved  and  re-pnblitshed,  in  18*25,  under  the  title  of 
^tiaI(Mj{a-  LatifUBy  or  a  Development  of  those  AuaLogies  by 
whieh  the  Parts  of  Speech  in  Latin  are  derived  firam  eaeh 
other/'  &o.  But  hie  great  work  on  langnage,  to  whieh  he  had 
devoted  a  very  large  portioa  of  his  aetive  life^  and  the  best  eft* 
ergies  of  his  mind,  was  his  Greek  and  English  Lexicon,  which 
appeared  in  18!23,  in  one  volume?  8vo.  Its  success  equalled  his 
most  sanguine  wishes  i  a  iaige  impression  was  rapidly  sold. 
TkHigh  this  Lsxioon  may  posiubly  be  liable  to  some  olgeotioosi 
tte  anttior  has  exeealed  his  task  in  a  manner  higUjr  enditahte 
to  his  Indoetfj,  hie  erndil3oa»  Mi  taste  and  critical  acnmen.  He 
ha^  been  rewarded  by  the  approving  verdiflt  of  some  of  the  first 
eeholars  and  critics  of  the  age,  and,  among  others,  by  the  late 
Dr.  Parr.  These  circumstances  encouraged  Dr.  Jones  to  print 
ittOthsr  work  of  a  similar  kind,  but  designed  for  a  di£^rent  clase 
ofpsieoua.  This  he  entidsd  die  Tyro's  Gresk  and  Bngiish 
I  «exkHm,"  whidi  is  a  very  ezoeUent  and  nselbl  publication.  Not 


Digitized  by  Google 


PLYMOUTH. 


long  after  the  pabUoatioii  of  the  Ant  Greek  Lsxiooiiy  some 
severe  tuiimadvenaoiielnaeiUkidjo^^ 
an  indignant  and  trinmphaiit  fepljFy  in  a  pamphlet  whidi  he  en- 
titled   An  Answer  to  a  PMdIivCritidim  of  the  Qreek-EngUsh 

Li'xicun,  which  appeared  in  the  Second  Nnmber  of  the  West- 
minster Review" — a  criticism  which  he  ascribes  to  a  "  Mr, 
John  Walker,  late  FeUow  of  Dnblin  College,"  and  characterizes 
as  a  malignant  pecaooal  attack.  In  182(fy  the  sahject  of  thia 
memoir  published  An  Expoenre  of  the  HamUtonian  Sjatem  of 
Teaehlng  Languages,  in  a  Letter  addressed  to  the  author  of  an 
Article  recommcndiug  that  System,  in  No.  87  of  the  Ediiiliui  uli 
Review."  His  last  work  was  eutitied  "  An  Rxplaiiutiou  of  the 
Greek  Article,  in  Tliree  Parts."  This  work  was  printed  daring 
Ae  author's  life-time^  bat  ha  died  before  it  was  pabliahed. 

Tlie  ohaiacteristies  of  Dr.  Jones's  mind  were  an  inrepressible 
aidonr  and  enthoaiasm  in  the  proseoation  of  whatever  he  nnder- 
took;  ^cHt  confidence  in  the  eorrectness  of  his  own  views, 
arising  IVoni  a  consciousness  of  su|)erior  intellectnul  powers ;  an 
utter  disdain  of  the  authority  of  great  names,  when  he  failed  to 
be  convinced  bj  their  arguments;  a  devoted  attachment  to 
trath^  and  a  feithfal  adheranoe  to  what  he  deemed  soofa^  muted 
widi  a  fearlsss  disNgaTd  of  penonal  coneeqnences.  By  posterity 
he  will  probably  be  better  known  as  a  seholar  and  a  philologist 

than  Its  ;i  tbeologiau  and  ecclesiastical  historian,  thouL'h  ho 
seemed  himself  confidently  tu  expect  that  the  progresci  uf  know- 
ledge would  tend  to  support  his  speculations,  and  to  demonstrate 
to  general  conviction  the  correotness  and  troth  of  his  theories. 
He  has  left  his  litersiypfopertjiii  the  charge  of  troateesi  providing 
that  Ids  elasriesl  woska  shoidd  be  n^urinted  nnder  the  editorial 
care  of  his  nephew,  Mr.  James  Chervet,  of  Croydon,  who  had 
been  educated  by  him,  and  of  whose  classic;!!  uttaiuiuinta  and 
judgment  he  entertained  a  high  opinion,  lie  wa^  interred  in 
the  baijing'-gKmnd  of  St.  George'%  BLoomsbury,  the  parish  in 
whkli  he  had  resided.  Over  the  grave  is  placed  a  plain  nuam* 
mental  stone,  with  the  following  inscription : 
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Dbpositvm 

JoHANWtS  JoNSSt 

LL.D., 

SOOIST.  RSOAI*.  LiTBB.  SOG. 
ViRI  8ACRIS  PR0FANI8QVE  UTERIS 
Apprime  PERITI, 
Qri  IHK  DKt  lMt>  Jani'arii, 
Anno  Domini 
AIDCCCXXYII.,  ' 
Obiit.* 


Mr.  John  Jones  was  also  a  native  of  Wales  and  the  son 
of  a  respectable  lamer.  He  received  his  grsmmatical  ednca- 
tion  under  tlie  Rev.  W.  Howell,  of  Swansea;  and  his  academical 

course  ocoupied  tliree  years  at  C'annartlieu  aud  one  at  ^'ork. 
JVforo  he  wcut  to  Plymoutk,  ho  ^\>i  ui  n  few  raoutlis  as  a  supply 
u(  IMdgwater,  two  years  as  a  private  tutor  in  the  iamiiy  of  tlw 
widow  of  the  Rev.  George  Morgan,  and  about  one  jear  as  pastor 
of  a  chnivk  at  Delper,  In  Ddbysbire.  He  entered  on  hit  office 
at  Ply  mouth  In  1807.  His  congregation  gradnaHj  increased, 
and  briglit  prv>spt*ct8  of  happine!*s  aud  usefulness  wore  unfoldtMl 
boiuro  hi*  eyo:^.  liut  CJt>d  bad  a  diiTeront  lot  iu  s(()rc  for  him. 
His  heahli,  which  had  prububly  never  been  strong,  could  not 
eudun»  the  £itigue  of  a  day-school  (which  he  opened  in  1810) 
in  addition  to  his  pulpit  aud  pastoral  exertions,  and  towards  the 
oKiae  of  the  year  1812  it  b^an  to  fiul  rapidly.  A  few  montbB 
altrrwards  be  removed  to  Clifton,  but  all  human  attempts  were 
iina\ ailins?  :  on  tlu'  thirtieth  of  May,  ISl.S,  he  was  carried  to  his 
la>t  t  avthl\  Ik  me,  iu  the  burial-grouud  belonging  to  the  Lewin's 
Mead  Chapt'U  Bristol,  f 

*  Men.  RepcM.,  N.  S.>  Vol.  L  p.  297.   Contnrjr  to  my  flnt  intendon,  I 
tbond  myself  obKgod  to  abridge  tiiit  intereeting  memoir.  In  tiieori- 
rIuiU,  U>  \^  hich  i;i  subjoined  Uw  initbb  of  Dr.  Thomas  Rees,  tiie  wdsr 
will  Aiul  vnluaMe  ojtplanationt  of  Uie  perticahur  objects  of  the  iimumhwt 

f  TixMix  a  lucuatiir  by  Mt  .     Gibb«,  Moo.  Rc|i.,  O.  S.,  Vol.  vui,  p.  ^51. 
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Devon  POUT,  formerly  Plymouth-Dork,  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  Hamoaze,  about  twu  miles  wci^t  of  Plymouth.  It 
owes  its  origin  to  the  estahlishmeot  of  the  Dock- Yard  in  the  rei^  of 
William  III.,  and  its  increase  in  importance  since  that  period  has  been 
very  rapid.  In  form  it  is  oMnn^-,  measuring-  nearly  three  thoiuand 
feet  from  north  to  ^nnth,  an<l  fifteen  hundred  feet  from  cast  to  weit. 
The  streets  are  wide  and  well-built,  tntenectin^r  each  other,  with  some 
exceplioni,  al  right  angles.  The  Ibot-waya  are  paved  with  variegated 
marble  raised  from  quarries  in  the  neigliboiirliood,  and  presenting, 
iviien  washed  by  a  shower,  a  most  beautilui  appearance. 

The  parish  church  of  Stoke  bemg  incompetent  in  point  of  nse  to 
accommodate  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  densely  populated  district,  nume- 
rous places  of  wocship  have  been  from  time  to  time  erected  within  the 
town  of  Devonport.  St.  Anbyn's  Ohapel,  in  Chapel  Street,  and  St. 
John's,  in  Duke  Street,  the  former  built  in  1771,  and  the  latter  in  1799, 
conform  to  the  principles  of  the  Established  Church.  The  chief  Dis- 
senting meetbg-houses  are  the  Calvinistic  Chapels  in  Princess  Street, 
Mount  Street,  and  Ker  Street ;  the  Baptist  Chapels  in  Morice  S<iuare, 
and  Peml)roke  Street ;  the  Methodist  (Chapels  in  Morice  and  Wind- 
tnill-hill  Streets;  and  the  Moravian,  in  James  Street.  In  addition  to 
the«e,  the  Dock-Yard  Chapel  is  o]>cn  to  the  inhaliitants. 

"("lose  to  the  Town  Hall  is  the  ])i\i>upi»rt  Column,  erected  by 
puldic  suhseription  to  e<imniem»)iale  the  alteration  in  the  iiaiac  ot  the 
town.  A  spiral  atair-case  within  the  shaft  <  onfluets  to  the  summit, 
from  which  the  spectator  enjoys  a  li^rand  and  e\tfn>ive  prospect.  The 
hills,  vales,  fields,  woods,  and  waters,  from  Hen|feston  Down  in  the 
north  to  the  oi'ean  in  the  sioutli — from  the  wilds  of  Dartmoor  in  the 
east  to  the  hiUo>\7  eminences  of  Cornwall  in  the  west — lie  before  the 
gaze  in  a  beautiful  jHinoruma :  while  the  eye  looks  down  on  Devon- 
port  and  its  immediate  vicinity  as  on  a  map." — Cahrlnoton. 

Popuhition  in  181  l,-i36,2d7 ;  in  1821,-^.621 ;  in  1831,-44^54 
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UNITARIAN  CHAPEL. 


AiiTUouGH  the  present  chapel  is  not  the  first  in 
which  fhe  Unitarian  inhabitants  of  Devonport 
bembled,  the  history  of  their  proceedings  is  compa- 
ntiT^  modem.  It  does  not  appear  that  thqr  had 
any  place  of  worship  before  1791^  when,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  exertions  of  the  Rev.  T.  Porter,  of 
Plymouth,  a  neat  chapel  was  erected  in  Geoige 
Street.*  The  expense  of  the  building  was  defrayed 
by  voluntary  subscriptions  in  addition  to  a  loan  of 
advanced  by  the  Bev.  The<q>hilus  lindsey. 
Tlio  opening  took  place  April  27,  1791.  Dr.  Toul- 
luiu  preached  to  a  crowded  audience,  and  his  dis- 
course, which  is  described  as  excellent  and  a]h 
prt>pnau%  was  published.  Mr.  Kentish,  now  of 
Birmingham,  having  just  completed  his  academical 
course,  was  appointed  the  first  minister* 

For  a  short  jH^riocl  the  new  societ)^  was  numerous 
and  respectable;  but  the  signs  of  the  times  were 
against  it  In  the  following  July,  the  Dissenters 
ihrtnighout  thekingilom  were  alarmed  by  the  accounts 
of  the  di^praceAil  riots  at  Birmingham.  The  Unita- 

*■  Of  llwt^  emrtiMM  lwMNn»lile  MiCioii  it  nuide^  in  « letter  ftm  tiw 
Her.  T.  Wimmm  to  tfce  Itor.  T,  Kxuikk,"^Sf  Wn.i.iAin'«  i^e  ^ 
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nans  at  Plymouth  Dock,  many  of  whom  were  em* 

ployed  under  Government,  partouk  largely  of  the  ge- 
neral terror.  It  was  reported  and  currently  believed^ 
that  Commissioner  Fanshawe,  of  the  Dock-Yard, 
had  intimated  that  he  should  consider  all  persons  who 
attended  the  new  chapel  as  disloyal  subjects.  This 
intimation  produced  the  desired  eflFect;  most  of 
those  who  were  connected  with  Government  depart- 
ments withdrew;  and  professional  gentlemen  and 
tradesmen  quickly  followed  the  example.  The  zeal 
and  taienUi  oi  Mr.  Kentish  could  produce  but  little 
impression  amidst  a  torrent  of  prejudice  and  perse- 
cution; yet  notwithstanding  hi.s  immerous  discou- 
ragements, that  gentleman  continued  his  labours 
until  1794,  when  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  con- 

gregation  at  Tl)  mouth. 

The  subsequent  ministers  of  the  first  chapel  were 
Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Tingcombe,  and  Mr. 

Evans.  Mr.  Evans  was  chosen  pastor  about  the 
year  1798^  and  continued  to  officiate  until  1806, 
when  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  sell  the  chapel.* 
The  amount  obtamed  for  it  was  <£1000.;  £200. 
were  returned  to  Mr.  Idndsey,  a  small  sum  was  appro- 
priated  to  unavoidable  expenses,  and  the  remainder 
transferred  by  the  Trustees  to  the  support  of  the 
Plymouth  congregation.  It  would  be  wrong  to 
consicli  1  Prejudice  and  Persecution  the  sole  causes 
of  the  dissolution  of  the  Plymouth  Dock  congrega- 
tion; the  following  remarks  by  one  well  qualified 

*  Mr.  Bvni  aiid  in  1828,  ■!  Pljaioiitfi.  See  Hot.  Repot,  N.  9^  Vol. 
iL  p.  419. 
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to  judge>  point  to  a  defici^y  of  interat  ia  the  eeiw 

vices  of  the  chapel.  "I  would  not  have  it  conceived 
XhsLi  I  am  de^iiou^i  of  casting  an  improper  reHecUoii 
on  those  gentlemen  who  filied  the  pastoral  office^ 
but  I  am  apprehensive  that  their  want  of  success 
partly  arose-  from  the  almost  total  neglect  ol'  dMlnf^ 
nal  preaehing.  Many  a  time  have  I  heaid  Mr. 
David  Kvtius  laiiunl  lliis  circumstance,  and  rciuiirk, 
with  considerable  emotion^  that,  were  he  to  go  over 
faiB  days  again*  he  should  frequently  bring  into 
view  the  unity  and  benevolence  of  God,  the  pruiKjr 
humanity  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  other  leading 
doctrines  of  Unitarianism.'** 

iivery  prospect  of  a  revival  of  Unitariani^  in 
Plymouth  Dock  had  now  almost  vanished.  The 
chapel  was  isold, — ^the  flock  scattered, — rcputid  or- 
thodox v  more  successful  than  ever.  But  the  Su- 
preme  Being  was  advancing  his  purposes  by  means 
unknown  to  the  dcftpoiuliiiL^  friends  of  religioas 
truth.  In  the  year  1805,  Mr.  Silvanus  Gibb0»  then 
an  Arminian,  became  a  resident  in  the  town,  and 
URdorti>ok  a  rei>pectable  employment  in  the  Dock- 
Yard.  He  soon  became  an  occasional  bearer  of  the 
Hov.  John  Hawker, — son  of  the  celebrated  Doctor 
of  that  name. — a  most  rigid  Calvinist,  and  an  active 
opponent  of  Unitarianism*  Mr.  Gibbs  also  read 
sovornl  C'alvinijitic  works,  and  ere  long  he  began  to 
nyaixi  more  favourably  the  doctrines  they  incul- 
raUnL    Violence*  however,  generally  produces  a  re- 

$tmt        rhrlvl.       Vol.  xr.  p.  313. 
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sction,  especially  when  employed  in  abusing  a  sect 
or  party  on  account  of  a  conscientious  difference  of 
oimuoii.  Both  Mr.  Hawker  and  his  Ibther  were 
accustomed  to  rail  bitterly  against  the  Unitarians, 
aad  to  stigmatiae  them  as  disguised  infidels,  hlasphe- 
wmu  Bpotimtts,  and  CM-dmying  heretics.  This  led 
Mr.  Gibbs  to  exaiiiiiR!  for  Iniiibclf ;  he  studied  the 
bcriptiures  with  the  single  aim  of  ^ding  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus;  and  the  consequenee  was,  his 
complete  conviction  that  Unitarian  views  ol  the 
Gospel  were  ''most  rational*  consistent*  and  scrip- 
tural*  most  honourable  to  God*  and  most  beneficial 
to  man." 

This  ohange  was  wrought  in  the  year  1810.  Mr. 
Gibbs  valued  his  new  faith  too  highly*  and  felt  too 

thankful  for  the  light  and  peace  and  strength  it 
brought  to  his  own  soul*  to  hide  his  talent  in  a 
napkin.  He  lent  his  friends  the  books  by  which 
he  had  been  convinced;  he  conversed  with  them 
frequently  on  Uie  all-important  subject;  and  it  was 
not  long  before  his  efforts  procured  for  him  the 
I^asure  of  associating  with  kindred  spirits,  in 
1612*  a  few  persons  rented  a  room  during  four 
months  in  the  summer,  where  Mr.  David  Evans* 
ttie  last  minister  of  the  old  chapel*  officiated;  but 
for  want  of  proper  support*  this  attempt  was  aban* 
doned.  In  October,  1817*  Mr.  Worsley*  then  of 
Plymouth*  now  of  Lincoln*  commenced  a  course  of 
lectures,  which  were  delivered  on  Sunday  evenings* 
once  a  fortnight,  in  a  school-room  at  the  back  of 
George  Street.  These  lectures  were  continued  until 

2  M 
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the  followiBg  May,  and  made  a  considerable  tlioitgh 

silent  impression.  The  intervening  Sunday  even- 
ings were  tiiiod  up  by  Mr.  Evans^  in  conjunction 
mth  Mr»  Cfee  and  Mr.  Qibbe ;  but  as  tibe  number 
of  regular  attendants  was  not  large,  and  several  ob- 
jected to  a  morning  service  in  consequence  oC  thsic 
wish  to  attend  the  chapel  at  Plymouth  oa  that  pact 
of  the  day,  there  was  another  cessation  about  Mid- 
aummer  in  the  same  year. 

Stm  the  Unitarians  of  Plymottlh  Deck  ^  not 
despair.  By  meeting  occasionally,  keeping  up  their 
library*  and  circulating  laraeta*  they  were  always 
ready  to  avail  themselves  of  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity for  re-assembling  regularly.  Accordingly, 
in  the  spring  of  1819,  on  a  visit  from  Mr.  Wright. 

a  Unitarian  Missionary,  they  were  ibund  meeting 
in  a  room  then  partially  occupied  by  a  congregation 
of  Universalists.  On  this  occasion  the  spirit  of 
quiry  received  a  strong  impulse ;  soon  afterwards 
several  of  the  Universalists  embraced  Unitarianism, 
and  in  January,  1820,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Wersley. 
Mr.  Gibbs,  and  a  few  other  friends,  engaged  to 
conduct  morning  and  evening  services  regularly. 
In  March,  1822,  it  was  deemed  neeessary  to  engage 
a  more  eligible  room  in  1?  ore  Street.  Here  they 
continued  to  worship  twice  every  Lord's  day  far 
seven  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  their 
mimbers  and  prospects  encouiaged  them  to  build 
the  present  chapel.  It  was  opened  June  21,  1829. 
when  three  services  were  conducted;  the  attendance 
was  very  large,  and  many  other  circumstances  corn- 
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billed  to  render  this  a  most  animating  day.  The 
ehapel  is  large  enough  to  aeeommodate  about  two 
hundred  and  flerenty  persons ;  the  total  expense  of 
the  ground  and  building  amounted  to  £d86, ;  the 
greal^  part  of  this  sum  has  been  contributed  bj 

strangers  at  a  distance ;  a  debt  uf  nearly  .4100.  still 
remains  and  presses  rather  heavily  on  the  society* 
One  ciraunstaiice  has  induced  many  to  be  cheerM 

givers  in  this  interesting  case,  and  will  piobably 
operate  in  removing  altogether  the  present  burden 
^^most  the  wkoU  0/  tke  mod^wiHrk  of  ike  ehapel 
was  completed  gratuitously  by  immbers  of  the  cOHr 
gregoHon  after  the  usual  uwrkinf^haurs  of  the  dagJ 
By  means  of  their  steady,  welMlreeted  seal,  this 
interesting  society  are  gradually  producing  a  favoup- 
^le  impression  at  Devonport.  But  they  are  still 
imable  to  support  a  minister;— their  own  means 
<rf  subsistence  being  chiefly  derived  from  the  scanty 
and  lalely-redueed  wages  of  the  Dock-Yard.  This 
is  to  be  regretted,  because  the  gratuitous  and  very 
useful  services  of  Mr.  Gibbs  are  precarious;  his 
health  is  delicate^  and  his  professional  engagements 
during  the  week  are  pressing.  For  some  time  he 
had  the  assistance  in  the  new  chapel  of  Mr.  Han- 
cock, who  died  suddenly  in  Oetoben  1832,  and  of 
Mr.  Bay  ley,  who  at  the  end  of  the  following  year  re- 
moved to  Warminster.  The  services  of  Mr.  Gibbs 
are  not  confmed  to  the  pulpit ;  he  has  published 
several  letters  to  young  people,  and  other  beneficial 
pamphlets.  The  congregation,  regarding  the  circu- 
lation of  books  and  tracts  as  among  the  best  hieans 
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of  diRsemtnating  their  principles^  have  collected  a 

Chapel  J-iibrary  which  now  contains  nearly  one 
thousand  books  and  tracts.  "Not  only  (says  a 
neighbouring  minister)  do  the  members  study  these 
books  at  their  own  bouses  and  lend  them  to  others; 
but  it  is  their  custom  to  meet  in  the  chapel  on 
Tuesday  evenings,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  and 
conversing  on  religious  subjects.  And  I  know  not 
a  more  interesting  sight  than  that  which  is  presented 
by  a  number  of  men  in  humble  circumstances,  thus 
meeting  together  after  the  labours  of  the  day  in 
the  house  which  has  been  erected  mainly  through 
their  own  exertions,  partly  hy  their  own  hands,  and 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  Universal  Father, 
and  there  reading  of  his  works  and  ways>  and  con- 
versing on  subjects  the  most  exalting  and  ennobling 
upon  which  the  human  mind  can  be  exercised.*'  * 

•  J.fUer  M  btkm\f  tif  the  Omgrt§uHtim,  ^  th*  Rpp.  W.  J.  Omsk*.  ^ 

PlfMtmtA. 
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The  County  of  Cornwall  contams  only  two  Uni* 

tarian  congregations.  Both  have  been  formed  since 
the  beguming  of  the  present  century*  About  for^ 
ministers  were  ejected  from  livings  in  Cornwall  in 
1662,  but  the  number  of  Presbyterians  was  never 
large.  Some  of  the  persecuted  pastors  found  flocks 
in  the  neighbouring  county,  and  the  adherents  to 
others  were  not  sufiicicntly  numerous  to  form  per- 
manent congregations.  The  Baptises  and  Indepen^ 
dents  have  now  many  flourishing  churches.  Wesley 
and  Whitfield  also  collected  large  societies,  and 
rendered  incalculable  service  to  the  cause  of  lie* 
li^on. 

In  the  last  century  there  were  societies  at  i;'ai» 
mouth,  Truro,  and  a  few  other  places,  which  pos> 
sessed  tlic  services  of  liberal  Presbyterian  ministers. 
That  at  Liskeard  will  occur  to  all  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  life  and  writings  of  the  excellent  and 
highiy-giftcd  Henry  Moore.  At  various  times  there 
have  also  been  intelligent  and  influential  individuals 
in  the  county  who  have  professed  Unitarian  senti* 
ments.  The  late  R^v.  Sir  Harry  Trelawny,  Bart., 
is  well  known  to  have  halted  at  one  period  of  his 
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life  at  this  form  of  ChriBtiaiiity.    I  have  already 

noticed  his  assistance  at  im  ordination  service  at 
Lympstone,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  PrieBtlej^  Dr. 
Kippia,  and  Mr.  Towgood.  He  also^  for  some  time, 
used  Lindsey  s  Reformed  Liturgy  in  his  own  chapel 
at  Trelawny.  In  1822,  great  interest  was  excited 
in  the  religious  eircles  of  the  West  by  the  supposed 
heterodoxy  of  another  Baronet^  the  late  Sir  Rose 
Price,  of  Trenguainton,  near  Penzance,  who  bad 
served  the  office  of  High  Sheriff  in  1614,  aad  was 
highly  respected  both  in  public  and  private  life.* 
Uiis  g^enfleman  was  obliged  to  resign  his  office  of 
President  of  a  religious  society  in  consequence  of 
his  rejection  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  his 
ayowid  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  powet  to  pro- 
mote  the  worship  of  the  Father  only,  and  the  diffu- 
sion of  other  opinions  which  he  deemed  scriptural. 
About  the  same  time,  the  friends  of  free  inquiry  in 
Cornwall  were  presented  with  an  excellent  pamphlet, 
entitled  The  Unitarian  Doctrine  briefly  stated  by 
a  Physician,"  which  was  understood  to  be  from  the 
pen  of  a  gentleman  distinguished  both  for  high  at- 
tainments and  extensive  usefulness* 

In  1811,  the  Rev.  B.  Wright  visited  Cornwall  at 
the  request  of  the  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Fund. 
His  chief  object  was  to  ascertain  how  far  future 
missions  among  the  inhabitants  would  he  likely  to 
prove  successful.  His  report  was  so  satisfactory, 
that  it  induced  the  Committee  soon  after  his  return 
to  send  another  missionary— Mr.  Gisbume,  to 

*  Mon.  RopM.,  Vol.  six.  p.  S8. 
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Bttwgdieik  ihe  inlorefll  6icHed  liy  Us  vusli.  The 

labours  of  these  missionariea  were  priacipally  en- 
couraged at  Falmouth*  a  plaoe  of  great  conunevee, 
and  in  Flushing,  a  village  at  a  short  distance  from 
Falmouth,  on  the  eastern  side  ol'  the  harbour. 
Before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Wright,  several  candid 
aud  intelligent  members  of  the  Wesleyan  societies 
in  these  places  had  been  led  by  t^eir  own  serious 
and  unbiassed  study  of  the  Scriptura,  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  commonly-received  doctrines.  At  this 
period  their  number  consisted  of  about  twelve;  they 
puvsned  their  inquiries  with  great  earnestness;  and 
the  result  was,  their  abandonment  of  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity  and  several  kindred. tenets,  and  their 
cordial  adoption  of  the  Umtarian  feith  and  worship^ 
The  existence  of  this  band  of  Bereans  induced  Mr, 
Wright  to  renew  his  efforts;  he  revisited  Cornwall 
twice, — ^in  1816,  with  the  Rev.  T.  Cooper,  and  in 
1819,  with  the  Rev.  J.  Smethurst.  On  both  occa- 
sions the  missionaries  went  to  various  parts  of  the 
county,  atldiessed  large  congregations,  and  distri- 
buted a  great  number  of  tracts;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  permanent  impressions  were  made  in 
any  towns  besides  Falmouth  and  Flushing. 
.  We  must  now  go  back  to  the  year  1812,  when 
those  decisive  steps  were  taken  which  occasioned 
the  establishment  of  Unitarian  worship.  The 
movement  was  commenced  at  Flushing  in  conse* 
quenee  of  an  inquisition,  authorized  by  the  Confe- 
rence and  conducted  by  a  Mr.  Seckerson^ — an  assist* 
ant  preacher,  concerning  the  supposed  heresy  of  a 
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ttm  membein  of  the  Methodist  aociety  in  that  town, 
ICr.  Seckevwm  had  just  returned  from  London^  in* 

vetited  with  full  power  by  the  Conference  to  excom- 
nmmcete  all  who  could  not  give  him  satififactoiy 
answers  to  his  questions  upon  the  six  articles  of 
iKhat  he  called  getmine  MetiiodismJ^  When  he  had 
pieadied  his  first  sermon^  he  requested  the  soeiefy^ 
or  members  of  tlie  cliurch,  to  remain  in  the  chapel; 
and,  after  praying  for  his  mistaken  brethreou  he 
pfoceeded  to  open  his  commission  and  question 
Hie  suspected  members.  Their  answers  were,  of 
oourse,  unsatislactory ;  some  of  the  members  wm 
expelled  on  the  spot;  and  the  consequence  of  this 
tyrannical  proceeding  was,  the  separation  of  ten 
membezs  from  the  Methodist  society  at  Flushing.. 

Six  weeks  afifcerwards,  a  similar  scene  was  wit» 
nessed  at  Falmouth.  To  this  place  Mr.  Seckerson 
was  accompanied  by  Mr.  fiiles»  the  chairman  of  the 
district.  When  the  usual  preaching  and  praying 
weie  over#  a  meeting  was  held*  and  questions  were 
again  put  to  suspected  members*  Here  the  interest 
ui  this  inquisition  was  considera])le,  in  consequence 
of  the  religious  stations  of  the  heretics, — ^nearly  ail 
being  officers  in  the  church  before  which  the^  were 
brought  to  trial.  One  of  the  most  zealous  was  at 
the  same  tame  a  pq>ular  Local  Preacher, — a  Stew*> 

•  "  1 .  The  Total  Depravity  of  II  uman  Nature.  2.  The  True  and  Proper 
Deity  of  Jesiu  Chrut.  3.  The  Satisfaction  to  the  Divine  Justice.  4. 
Faith  in  the  Merits  and  Interccistiion  of  Christ.  5.  The  iiiiinciliate  in<> 
Smoo  9t  ttw  SpWt.  6.  HuBtm  BMiwii  and  taUuMnfi»''->-1itNk 
Rqpok,  O.     Yol«  vS.  p.  650. 
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a?d.  Leader,  and  Ttustee.^    To  retom  to  the  quea^ 

tionsof  the  officers  appointed  hy  Conference.  Some 
ef  the  accused  decUned  giving  any  answer.  They 
contended  that  the  tribunal  was  laconpelent  m 
every  point  of  view.  Mr.  Philp  proved  that  the 
whole  proceeding  was  inconBisleoft  with  the  rules  of 
the  Society,  the  writings  of  Wesley,  the  dictates  of 
reason^  and — the  word  of  God*  Others,  thus  put 
upon  Aetr  trials  expressed,  with  iMig«jn^  elo* 
quence,  their  sense  of  the  tyrannical  nature  of  the 
inquisition  and  their  deteimiaation  to  retain  their 
nental  freedom.  The  affair  was  terminatad  on  the 
part  of  the  conclave,  by  a  declaration  that  the  here- 
tics were  to  be  no  longer  considered  officers  in  the 
church;  on  which  these  nohlepininded  men  loibed 
altogether  froni  the  Wesleyans,  and  immediately 
conunenc  led  Unitarian  worship. 

In  the  following  year  (1813)  there  were  aboKl 
thirty  profesjsors  of  Unitarianism  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. The  more  aeakus  engaged  two  large  roonut, 
one  at  Fialmoath,  the  other  at  Flushing,  for  pubKt 
religious  services ;  and  both  were,  at  first,  wdi 
filled.  Mr.  Philp  gave  his  valuable  Bomoat,  and 
was  assisted  by  one  of  Ms  excomniutticated  brethren. 
An  interesting  account  of  their  proceedings  in  1815 
k  given  by  Mr.  Wright,  who  visited  them  in  tfasi 

•  This  v'fl^s  Mr.  Philp,  who  afterwards  became  the  minister  of  the  Uiii> 
tariau  congT\^^tion  at  Lincoln,  and  is  now  one  of  the  vnlnnble  mi8sio?ianes 
employed      the  City  Mission  Society  in  I^ntioii  (  consisting  of  Unitaririna) 
for  vuitting  and  relieving  the  poor  at  their  own  houses,  aiul  impartiug 
Ugiottt  tnitructioD  to  them  and  their  children  on  the  Lord's  day. 
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year**  **They  retain  (he  says)  the  best  part  of 
Methodism, — zeal,  a  high  degree  of  the  devotional 
flrpiril,  and  the  habit  of  attending  diligently  to  pub* 
He  worship  and  other  religious  services."  About 
this  time  the  Unitarians  at  Falmouth,  finding  the 
•ituBitioii  cf  their  xoom  inoonvenient  and  dieeoura^* 
ing,  and  wishing  to  oljtain  a  more  permanent  settle- 
ment^ attempted  to  buy  a  piece  of  ground  for  build- 
ing, but  were  prevented  by  their  oppomentB.  In 
1816,  the  theatre,  which  they  had  also  previously 
toed  in  vain  to  procure,  was  unexpectedly  offered 
flum;  ihey  immediatdy  made  the  purehaee*  and 
fitted  up  the  building  for  public  worship.  The  stage 
is  used  as  a  vestry  and  Sunday  school-room ;  cofr* 
nected  with  the  building  are  a  stable  and  a  hay-loft, 
the  rent  of  which  has  been  highly  serviceable  to  the 
finances.  The  total  expense  amounted  to  £660. 
tl»  sum  of  £4S0,  was  eontiibiited  almost  immedir 
ately  by  Unitarians  in  various  parts  of  the  country ; 
but  a  great  part  of  the  remainder  is  still  unpaid* 
Tlic  c  hapel  was  opened  June  26,  1818.  Dr.  Car- 
penter preached  twice,  and  the  devotional  services 
were  coodoefced  by  Mr.  Philp  and  Mr.  Smetinirat 

For  some  years  the  congregation  at  Fuhnouth 
Gcmtinued  in  a  promising  state,  it  depended,  how- 
ever,  atanost  entirely  on  the  services  of  lay  preach- 
ers, which  at  length  became  precarious ;  this  cir- 
cumstance occasioned  a  diminution  in  the  number 
of  hearers.  In  1827,  Mr.  Fhilp  removed  to  Lin- 
coin;  but  visits  continued  to  be  paid  occasionally 

*  Wright's  IJfo  ud  Laboun,  p.  302. 
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by  miBMonBrietf  from  LoDdoii.    It  should  also  be 

mentioned,  lluU  the  jneachiiii^  of  the  latter  prcxhieed 
a  deep  convictioa  oi'  the  value  of  religion  in  the 
minds  of  several  young  men,  who  exerted  themsdves 
ou  behalf  of  the  Falmouth  society.  Twu  of  the^e, 
soon  after  this  period,  quitted  their  native  homsfi^ 
to  ooaunenee  their  studies  for  the  Christian  niinia* 
try; — both  are  now  occupjiiig  iinportitut  statioiib  in 
the  West  of  England,  in  the  year  1829,  Mr. 
Harding,  who  had  for  many  years  officiated  as  a 
missionary  in  variuiib  paxt^  of  the  kiiigdoin^  took  up 
his  residence  at  Kalmouth  and  regularly  nunisteied 
to  the  little  church.  He,  however,  quitted  two  years 
afterwards  for  America, 

Within  the  last  few  years  the  services  have  been 
generally  conducted  by  Mr.  rinlp.  Jim.,  the  Editor 
and  printer  of  the  Chmtiau  Child's  Faithful  Friend* 
The  congregadoD  is  very  small,  and  Hr.  Philp  [w* 
severes  auiidbt  many  discouraging  circumstances. 

The  recent  history  of -the  society  at  Flushing  so 
nearly  resembles  that  of  its  Falmouth  neighbour  ati 
to  render  a  separate  statement  unneeeasary.  ll 
musi  be  recorded,  however,  that,  by  the  generous 

eliorts  of  one  or  two  individuals,  the  chapel  at 
Flushii^  has  been  lately  purchased  and  secured  to 
the  Unitarians.  The  services  are  regularly  con- 
tliicled  by  Mr.  Odgers,  Sen.,  one  of  the  serious  and 
independent  inquirers  who  were  declared  to  be  iin*< 
worthy  of  hokUng  oUice  among  the  Wesleyans. 
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8RBTCH  OP  THB  LtFB  OP  TRB  BEIT.  SIR  BARRT  TRB« 

LAWNV,  BABONBT, 

Tbis  eecantrie  religioAiBt  wai  desoended  ftom  aa  ancient  and 
iMMoomble  fkniily  in  fbe  eonnty  of  ComwnlL  Trelawny,  tbe 

8^t  of  hid  ancestors,  was,  wkeii  he  took  possession  of  it,  a  vene- 
rable Gothic  mansion,  rendered  peculiarly  strikii^  by  its  old 
towers  rising  amidst  the  surrounding  woods. 

He  reeeived  part  of  his  education  at  Westmioster  School,  and 
oompleted  It  at  Christ  Choroh  College,  Oxford.  Even  when 
mj  jrouDg,  his  sobriety  and  religiomi  torn  of  mind  rendered 
Wm  m  oil^eet  of  ridienle  to  his  g»y  companione.  Tliie,  haw* 
ever,  he  had  sufficient  strength  of  uiiud  to  enubli'  him  tn  disre- 
gard ;  and  by  pursuing  the  same  course  he  obtained,  whilo  at 
the  Univerait/,  the  friendship  and  affection  of  Dr.  Bagot,  Dr. 
Home,  and  eeveral  other  dignitaries  of  the  Church. 

When  the  time  came  for  him  to  take  his  Bachelor's  degree,  it 
tiaa  ibond  that  his  conscience,  as  well  as  his  habitual  deport- 
ment, was  purer  than  that  of  muny  uf  his  brethren.  Before  he 
df'i  hired  "his  nnfeitruod  assent  and  consent  to  all  and  every 
thing  contained  in  the  Book  of  Counuou  Prayer,"  he  chose  to 
examine  whether  he  could,  bond  fide,  make  such  a  declaration. 
This  examination  excited  in  his  mind  manj  donbts  and  much 
uneasiness,  and  he  saw  plainly  that  snbseription  to  artieles  of 
ftlth  was  not  a  matter  to  be  trifled  with ;  but  the  platisible  rea* 
soiling  of  some  frionds  to  whom  he  stated  his  objecLiDiis,  led 
hiiQ  to  acquictice  ;  and  he  remained  for  a  little  whUe  a  true  sou 
of  the  Church. 

Before  he  left  Oxford,  however,  he  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  some  enthnsiaatSy  who  made  a  great  impression  npon  him. 
Under  their  influence,  and  guided,  as  he  generally  wa?  in  after 
liie,  by  a  warm  imsginatiou  rather  than  by  sober  reason,  he  at- 
tached himsrlt  tn  lit  '  IMethodisfs.  <^ji  coming  into  the  couutrv, 
he  made  au  iuiimulc  coiujiaaiou  ot  the  celebrated  iiuwland  Hill, 
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wiSi,  pmofaiDg  at  all  houn — ia  fialdai  in  ntraoto   wbmmrm  thaj 

ooald  ooUeet  a  company  to  hear  tliem.  Sir  Harrjr  ezcitod  aso- 
cial attention ;  he  had  such  a  thundering  voice,  such  a  copious- 
nesf!  of  words,  snch  bold  figfiircs  and  fli|rhts  of  funcy,  such  a 
comouindiug  uppeaxaucc  and  caruestucsa  ot  address,  that  many 
of  hia  uncultured  auditoia  looked  up  to  him  as  to  aa  angal 
dropped  from  the  ckwds. 

On  «on)e  oecadoua  the  orators  were  oalmlj  remonstratod  with 
by  their  friends,  and  on  others  they  experisneed  angentlerasage. 
At  II  fair  iii  Pelint,  where  they  resolved  "to  attack  Satan  on  his 
own  ground,  '  the  crowd  were  equally  detenniaed  to  prevent 
them,  from  potting  tlieir  warlike  intentions  in  practice;  and  liad 
It  not  been  for  the  rank  of  one  of  the  combatantB»  the/  woald 
eeitainlj  have  been  psited  out  of  the  town.  At  Saltaafa^  wbm 
Sir  Harr7  was  in  (he  maiket*place^  haraogoing  a  nmnerooe 
auditory,  some  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  interrupted 
their  tlevotion  by  riding  in  among  them  with  a  pack  n!  Immids, 
which  made  such  hideous  cries^  and  caused  Buch  a  commotion 
among  the  people^  that  the  preacher  could  not  be  heard,  and 
therefore  thought  proper  to  withdraw.  The  chief  gentlemaii  of 
the  town  came  afterwards  to  faisiy  told  him  that  he  was  the  cause 
of  the  interruption — ^that  he  did  it  out  of  respect  to  Sir  Harrj's 
family — that  he  was  not  willing  he  should  so  expose  himself, 
and,  "  Depend  on  it,  Sir  Harry,  (said  he,)  if  you  c\  er  come  to 
jour  sensss^  you  will  thank  me  for  it !  "  lliis  prediction^  it  is 
aaldf  was  actually  verified.  It  may,  liowever,  be  justly  eaggeeted 
that  snch  was  not  tlie  best  node  that  oould  he  adopted  for  re- 
moving the  evil.  Some  ^respect"  waa  due  to  Sir  Harry'is 
auditoni,  pour  and  illiterate  as  they  were;  his  pursuits  were  pro- 
bably quite  as  harmless  as  those  of  his  lux  hunling  disturbers; 
and  if  he  exposed  idmaelf"  by  preaching  to  a  crowd,  there  was 
almost  as  questkmahle  an  exhibition  on  the  part  of  those  who 
sent  their  pack  of  homids  among  them.  It  is  also  related,  that 
during  the  silent  pause  that  preceded  bis  ministrations  before  an 
audience  in  a  spacious  hall  at  Totuess,  a  physician  of  that  town. 
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of  entraoce  iu  a  weU-knowu  verse— 

**  Ah !  Corydon,  Gorydon,  qus  te  demenda  oepit 

"  Ah  1  Gorydoiv  Coiydon»  what  infatiudiou  Uas  niized  thee 

These  circumstances  cooled  Sir  Harry  s  zoul,  and  he  soon 
relinquished  preachiog  iu  the  open  air.  Being  ireq^ueutl/  in 
IjoadoDy  he  oommeneed  aa  aoqnaintance  with  the  more  mode- 
nite  Dissenters — perticularly  the  Independents.  Fram  them  he 
imbibed  the  principles  of  Nonconformit j ;  and  ere  long  he  aent 
to  Oxford  and  had  his  name  erased  from  the  College  boohs. 
Soon  aflerwards  he  was  urilaiutid  :it  Southampton,  in  the  meet- 
ing-house of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kingsbury, — that  pious  and  liberal 
minister^  with  several  others  of  the  <«»me  denomination,  engaging 
in  the  usual  service.  His  confes^on  of  iaith  was  Calvinisticy 
bnt  the  reasons  he  assigned  for  his  Nonconformity  were  solid 
and  important;  and  iu  proportion  as  he  reed  and  diought,  his 
sentiments  ou  other  subjects  approached  nearer  the  pure  aud 
benignant  religion  of  the  gosjx^l.  Meanwhile  he  engaged  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Clayton  as  his  domestic  chaphun,  and  built  a  meeting* 
boose  at  West  Looe  for  his  own  followers,  who  were  very  nn* 
meroQSy  and  to  whom  he  officiated  a  coondeiuble  time.  About 
the  same  period,  he  increased  his  attachment  to  home  hy  marry- 
ing Miss  Browne,  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman  at  Kingstone, 
near  Taunton, — an  excellent  and  accomplished  joung  lady. 

A  gradual  altemtion  now  took  place  iu  Sir  Harry  Tremwny'a 
opinions  and  style  of  preaching.  **  He  was  no  longer  (suys 
one  of  his  intimate  friends)  the  fiery  bigot,  denouncing 
anathemas  on  all  who  differed  from  him.  His  sentiments 
became  more  moderate ;  his  censorionsness  was  exchanged  for 
Chrii-liun  charity  ;  iLc  catholic  principles  of  religious  liberty 
daily  gaiued  ground  in  his  mind,  aiul  he  was  now  justly  entitled 
to  the  noble  epithet  of  a  rational,  liberal  Diiiseuter.''  This 
(diange  was  accelerated  in  some  degree  by  the  new  friends  with 
whom  Sir  Harry  was  acquainted.  The  excellent  Mr.  Howe, 
late  of  Bridport,  then  a  student  at  Hoxton,  was  an  occasional 
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Yiriter  «t  Ttdttwiy,  cad  aftaivwiB  mtornvM  Mr.  Cbyluk  Im 
office  of  cfaapbin.   In  1778»  Iba  fevfiffud  Bur^mi  «m  ad- 
mitted e  member  of  tlie  Elxeter  AmeaikAy,  and  pMelwd  a  iMrmoi 

before  that  respectable  bod;  ,  wkicb  was  published,  and  which, 
Uiou';h  not  distinguished  by  depth  of  judgment  or  close  reason- 
ing, is  writteu  with  clawicai  eleg»uce  aod  preciaion»  and  breuktkea 
a  Cliri^an  spirit  of  caodour  and  beQevolenoe.  Aboat  tha 
■ama  daie,  be  pnUialied  a  sermon  wblch  be  had  praaohed  in 
Preabyteriiin  ebapel  at  Tamiton;  tbu  piodaclion  manifcntad 
(sajrt  Mr.  Howe)  ''a  nnnd  engaged  in  tbe  eeareb  of  tratb,  nn- 
tenritied  by  the  anathemas  of  the  bigot,  and  uucoucerned  about 
thi'  eoascquencea  of  free  inquiry  and  impartial  examinatiou." 

An  acconut  of  Sir  Uany'a  eo-<^eration  with  Dr.  PriestIe/> 
Dr.  Kippis,  and  others,  at  an  ordinalimi  at  Lympeton^  has  been 
given  elsewhere.  Notwithstanding  the  oandour  and  feariesBDesa 
displayed  by  lum  on  thia  oeeasion,  there  was  soon  afterwaida 
ob.-*crvable  "  hu  vuconstaucy  of  miud  and  iu  kk  ness  of  temper, 
which  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  revolution:*  iu  Lis  religious 
aeutinieiita  were  not  at  an  end."  Some  of  his  friends  in  the 
fistabliathed  Choreic  knowing  his  disposition  better  than  he 
knew  it,  availed  themselves  of  eveiy  <^)portmiitj  of  niging  him 
to  relnm  to  his  oAiio  muUer,  Still  ooufident,  however^  of  the 
eorrectutss  of  the  position  he  bad  assumed,  and  anxious  to  jiifi- 
tify  hiiusiclf  to  the  world,  he  publislieJ  u  letter  to  a  clcrgyjuau 
containing  bis  reasons  for  joining  and  continuing  with  the  Dis- 
a  'Qtere.  From  this  prodnclion  it  was  evident  that  be  believed 
the  doctrines  of  the  Chnreh  to  be  nnaeriptm»l,  and  thai  he  re- 
garded ^snbrniasion  to  tenaa  of  clerical  oonformilj  as  ineonsist- 
eiit  with  tbe  allegiance  dne  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  sole  Head  and 
l«jiWi;iver  of  the  (.'hurch.'*  But  the  effect  of  this  liri  rarv  effort 
was  not  what  he  expected.  Instead  of  quieting  his  fneuds,  it 
brongbi  firom  them  a  number  of  letters,  in  tbe  shape  of  answers, 
more  earnest  and  more  plaoaible  than  ever.  Sir  Hairjr  began 
to  waver.  Ere  kmg  he  was  in  great  distress  and  anKiatjr  of 
miud.  And  now  he  had  many  interviews  with  the  Kshof)  of 
Elxeter,  the  Aicuoiaiiop  at  Vi^rk,  and  uuiuy  other  of  hii>  old 
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Meait.   They  saw  tet  tlie  greafmt  0hit«liltiig-bloek  in  his  way 

to  conformity  was  subscription  to  tlu'  'J'hirty-nme  Articles  ;  and 
tliis  thpy  removed  by  virtually  sayitig  to  him,  "  If  you  isubisciibe, 
Str^Harry,  the  whole  meaning  of  your  sabacription  will  be,  that 
3m  MW  a  CkritHe»"/  la  lew  tliui  tiro  moBOis  «ft«r  the  pd»* 
IlMlioii  of  Ue  mpiAogj,  he  retamed  to  the  oommvniQii  cf  the 
MaUMied  CImh.  Theraederwill  ioereelybeabletodeoide 
more  lamentable,  the  fickleness  of  the  Baronet  or 
the  fallacies  of  bis  friends.  * 

It  should  be  meutioned,  thut  considerations  of  a  minor  nature 
were  presented  to  Sir  Harry  I'relawiiy.  He  was  reminded  of 
the  derirablnDflii  of  ^iretunoiig  to  the  rtiigwi  ^  Act  mumion, 
md  letrlevkg      Amtmtr  fif  hk  fmnkf"   He  was  oartaaly 

•  The  same  fallacies  arc  still  niaintainod  in  bicrh  places.  Sep  tbp  gpccch 
of  the  Bishop  of  Exeter,  in  a  recent  discusaiuii  ui  the  Honse  of  Lords,  on  a 
fiUI  for  AboUithiug  Subscriptiou  to  Articles  of  faith  in  the  English  Uoiver- 
sitiM.  See  alio  tbe  admirable  ^eedi  of  tlie  Earl  of  Badnor,  by  whom  the 
Bin  was  introduced.  In  this  speech  was  the  following  sentence:  **The 
idea  which  was  dJssemlnatad,  that  young  nan  might  he  aUoiied  to  alga 
these  articles  withont  understanding  them,  was  a  doctrine^  the  propagation 
of  which  must,  in  his  opinion,  tend  to  nndcrmine  the  best  fwiadples  of 
morality,  and  to  inculcate  equivocation  and  hypocrisy." 

The  feeliners,  if  not  the  expressions,  at  many  a  inatiiculation  scene  have 
been  thus  faithfull)  dc&cribod  by  a  popular  pout.  He  pictures  a  weli-knowu 
polemic  making  known  Am  version  of  tiie  Thirty-nine  Articles  to  an  ioqiii> 
altive  stadent  t~- 

DoctorP  . 

"  Oh,  a  mere  form  of  words,  to  uiake  things  smooth  and  brief, — 
A  oomBodioiss  and  short  mske-believe  of  belief. 
Which  onr  Chnrch  lias  drawn  np,  in  a  fonn  thus  articular, 
T6  keep  ontf  in  general,  all  who*ra  particular— 

But  what's  the  boy  doing  ?  What !  reading  all  tin  ougb. 
And  ray  luncheon  fast  cooling! — this  never  will  doi 
(poring  over  ike  articUs).    Here  are  points,  which — 

Pray,  Doctor,  what's  *  Grace  of  Congruity'.* 
Dr.  P.  (sharply].    You'll  Imd  out^  youug  Sir,  when  you  ve  more 

ingenuity. 

At  present,  by  signing,  you  pledge  yonnelf  merely. 
Whatever  it  may  be,  to  believe  it  sincerely. 
Both  in  dinmg  and  ngmttg  we  take  the  same  plant- 
First,  to  swaltow  all  down,  then  digest-<«s  we  can." 
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iafliiMieed,  in  no  imall  dflgree,  hy  thM  ■tranger  appeBls  to  the 
tenses  which  were  found  in  the  serviees  of  the  Eetablished 

€?hiireh,  mnd  which  he  always  admired  while  be  professed  Uui- 
tariunisna.  Mr.  Howe,  who  was  ofteu  iu  his  coiiipany  after  his 
conformify,  frequently  heard  him  declare  that  lie  did  m  t  believe 
the  Creeds  »ad  erticlee  of  the  Cbnreh  of  Esglead  in  their  Utersi 
sense^  hat  that  lie  pvt  his  owa  ooDStnetioii  upon  them,  and 
thought  he  might  maintain  the  two  eharacteia  a  decgyman  of 
the  ESstablishment  and  an  in(|uirer  after  tmtii* 

All  who  differ  from  tbo  l>;iruiiet  on  these  points,  and  all  who 
have  ohflorved  the  de])lorHble  want  of  deciaiou  which  he  maui- 
fested,  as  well  as  his  love  of  forms  and  ceremonieSy  will  not  be 
eurprised  to  hear  tliat  he  wandered  once  more  before  he  died:— 
he  became  a  Romeii  Catliolio. 

Amidst  all  these  efaanges  lus  pnvate  character  commanded 
general  respect.  He  died  at  an  advanced  age,  abont  the  begin- 
nin£^  of  the  year  ]s;^I,  at  Lavino,  ou  the  Lajro  Mnfrpriore,  in  the 
Milanese.  His  title  devolved  ou  his  son,  \\  illiain  Trelawny, 
£sq  ,  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  eastern  division  of  Com* 
walL» 

*  Chriatbui  Belonner»        ToL  I  p.  SOS  and  p.i06. 
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Tbkrb  are  tnoes  of  the  ejdstenoe  of  »  union  smong'  eerfaixii 
fftinlttvra  in  Devon  and  Comwall,  so  earljr  as  the  year  \C)06. 
TUk>»o  minislers  ranked  nudor  the  denomination  of  Puriraii,  and 
experienctni  their  tiiU  share  of  persecution  and  obloqnjr.  Their 
ob^eodooa  to  xwoua  puerile  ecclesiaetical  ceremonies  ware  ex- 
anrefatad  bj  the  episcopal  party  into  a  denial  of  the  \an^9 
Mpfsnae/;  and  thej  were  accordingly  charged  with  dislojalty 
and  eedilion.  This  injurious  charge  bad  been  eoropletelj  dis- 
prvutxi  bv  Bmdshaw's  treatise  entitled  "  English  Puritanism  ;" 
bnt  lUt»  K4dnt^  witli  winch  the  calumny  was  still  propagated 
v>bli^Hi  the  ministers  of  Devon  and  C.'omwall  to  unite  in  pub- 
iMhiag  another  deienca»  entiUed  «  A  Removal  of  Certain  Impu- 
latkMis»Jto.'* 

•  N«er»  HlilMT  of  the  Puritan*,  second  edition,  VoL  L  p.  353.  The 

(t^llovkiu^  extrmct  in  q^ottnl  by  N>al.  frotii  tht-  treatise  published  by  the 
CV'wm  imil  l\m'\\  AU  minisrors  . — "  Lot  the  Bishops  sift  well  our  courses 
jjtH^  Hij*  VI  uc>t>  s  hjppy  ctttmnco  in  anion^  us,  and  let  then  name 
\k  tk^Tv'iu      hAxx  diime  Ao^ht  thai  may  justly  be  &ixid  ill  to  become  the 
vMusxim  ef  J«««i  ChriH.  iUve  iwe  dnram  saj  iword  ?  Have  we  Fused 
t4M«li?  Have  v»feiMd  e^ftkieeii?  Hathtbe  state  been  put  lo 
My  fcer  er  Iwid  liieagfc  as  ?  Maaifcld  dfagtmoes  have  been  cast  open 
aib  <Sli      h«r«>  endured  them ;  the  liberty  of  our  minlstiy  hath  been  token 
ft\>ui  us,  and  > though  with  bleeding  hearts ^  we  have  sustained  it.  Wc 
h.x\"v  been  cast  out  of  otir  hnn«e5.  an.l  c^cptired  of  our  ortlinary  niainte- 
ttance.  vet  have  \v<'  blown  no  trunipt^t  oj"  >tditiou.  These  tVui  L:-  hn\  e  i^ne 
very  near  us,  aiiii  yet  did  we  never  «o  much  a:i  cutt-riaia  u  thuught  of 
violence.  The  tnalh  is,  we  faave  pedtfoaad  tibe  King  and  State ;  and  who 
hmih  reason  to  denjr  us  that  liberty?  We  have  craved  of  the  prdates  to 
deal  with  as  according  to  Uw;  and  is  not  fbis  tiieeoanBoo  benefit  ol  eveiy 
salgect  f   Wo  have  besought  theas  to  convince  our  en  sciences  bj  8crip> 
tuie.  Alas  !  what  would  they  have  us  to  do  ?    Will  they  have  us  content 
ourselvcH  with  this  only,  that  they  are  Bishops,  and  therefore  for  their 
(greatness  ought  to  be  yielde<l  to  ?   The  weight  of  episcopal  power  may 
Anprtss  uSf  but  cannot  convince  us." 
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The  Puritan  fmstora  in  these  ecnmtiee  probably  eontuMied  to 

act  in  concert,  though  not  as  a  regularljf  constitnted  body,  on 
various  occlusions  during  the  reitnis  of  James  the  First  and 
Churies  the  i<  ir.-^t.  It  was  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth 
thai  the  earliest  associatlODe  of  this  kind  were  orgsnked  ;  and 
the  merit  of  setting  the  example  is  chiefly  dne  to  Mr*  Baxter 
who^  with  a  few  of  his  brethren,  formed  an  anembly  of  nimsteit 
in  Woreeelerahire,  in  the  year  1^68.  *  Abont  the  eame  time, 
Mr.  (ieorge  Hughes,  then  of  Plynn)uth  and  afterwards  ejcM  ted 
from  his  living-  in  that  town,  in  conjinR'tii  u  \\hh  Mi.  rhoniiis 
Ford,  one  of  the  preachers  at  the  Exeter  Cathedral,  who  was 
also  ejected  on  Bartholomew  Day,  ''prevailed  with  the  minia^ 
ten  of  those  parts,  Episcopal,  Plresby  teriaa,  and  Congregationa), 
to  join  in  an  association  ibr  mntnal  assistance  in  their  ministry. 
They  parcelled  themselves  into  seven  divtsions,  each  met 
quarterly,  and  subdivided  themselves  into  lesser  hmlioti,  which 
met  every  six  weeks.  Tn  their  quarterly  niet*tlugs  the  Moderator 
opened  them  with  a  Laiin  prayer  ;  then  there  was  a  thesis  upon 
some  divinity  question,  and  a  dispotatio&y  wherain  all  the  min- 
isters present  opposed  the  respondent."  f 

It  appears  from  tins  statement,  that  the  original  dengn  of  the 
Exeter  Assembly  related  more  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
ministers  than  i  j  the  discnssion  of  their  congregation, il  jitTairs. 
Yet  either  their  objects  must  have  been  uumeroos  or  the  danger 
of  irregularity  great,  for  we  are  told  that  thirty  roles  were  laid 
down  for  their  goTsmment.  Some  of  these  rules  breathe  a  very 
liberal  spirit.  All  the  divisions  met  aimnally  at  Exeter,— a 
practice  which  promoted  their  acquaintance  and  amicable  corre- 
spoudenci?  wiili  vm-Ii  other.  The  first  meeting  was  held  October 
18,  1655;  and  anutlier  in  the  month  of  May  in  the  following 
year; — Mr.  Hughes,  of  Plymouth,  presided  over  both.  They 
were  soon  joined  by  several  episcopal  divines  of  high  character ; 
and  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  founders  of  the  institution 
were  already  in  the  coune  of  frdfilment.  "  By  these  Assem- 
blies," nys  Mr.  Baxter,  « they  opened  and  preserved  a  friendly 

m 

*  Mod.  Rep.  Vol.  siL  p.  641.        f  Nonoon.  Mem.  Vol.  i.  p.  391. 
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ooiMpoiiteica  unoDgst  mmiM6i%  tfM/  ranovcd  »  grait  may 
ft^ndioM  and  BUiimdcntiiiduigp,  InsomiMh  tf»t  oontiowg* 
iial  hMts  of  angry  men  began  to  be  allayed,  (Mr  apiiita  beltaw 

ed,  and  the  ends  of  religion  more  generally  promoted."*  Too 
suon,  rtlus,  was  this  iii)pro\  <  mcnt  checked  ;  the  re-establishmeut 
of  Episoopacj  at  the  Kestoratioii  was  the  sigual  for  the  revival 
of  all  old  sectarian  jealouflieB ;  it  waa  nnaafii  6r  anj  bodjr  of 
men  in  the  eUg^eet  degree  opposed  to  the  new  etate  of  tUnp 
to  meet  tQgetiier ;  and  the  fiiet  ExeCar  AmetMj  waa  divolTed 
when  It  had  ezieled  little  more  ttfan  ibar  jmn  *.  Hie  mfnafeei 
of  their  proceedings  during  thid  iiiteretiliiig  period  are  still  pre- 
eerved. 

Thirty  years  elapsed  before  the  times  permitted  the  lormatitin 
of  a  similar  bodj.  It  waa  in  1691  that  thia  Ql»ieet  waa  nnder- 
taken  and  the  preaent  aaeooiation  emnmanoed*  At  the  fint 
meeting,  Mr.  SanderB»  ^eoted  firasn  KentiBbeare  and  eetded  at 

TVerton,  presided  aa  Moderator ;  and  Mr.  Caryl,  ejected  ftoni 

Uplawmau  uiul  settled  at  Crediton,  preached.  These  minijiters 
were  Preabvteriaus  ;  and  their  oi  igiual  object  appears  to  kave 
been  the  establishuieut  of  a  clerical  boiund  conaiating  exclimvely 
of  members  of  their  own  body.  Bat  at  the  seeood  meeling»  Mr. 
flavdy  of  Dartmontlii  another  ejected  miiustar»  and  a  tndy 
catliolie  Christian,  being  called  upon  to  preaeh,  took  oeearioa 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  anion  among  Dissenters  of  difierent 
denomiiiutioiis,  and  eventually  succeeded.  The  minutes  of  this 
Assembly,  from  its  tormatiou  in  l(i9i  down  to  the  year  1721, 
are  lost; — there  are,  ho\ve\  er,  various  accounts  of  its  proceed- 
iagSf  in  pamphlete  pabiished  in  the  West  of  BSngland  dniing  tbs 
interval,  which  ebsw  that  its  s^t  wsa  very  difierent  from  tbii 

•  Quotrfl  \)\  ^^r.  M;iimin^,  in  a  (lis«)iirse  floliverwl  before  the  Assem- 
bly, June  24,  ibl8,  and  published  at  their  uruuiinious  request.  Appended 
to  this  discuumu  i«  a  VkBi  of  the  Proie«taut  Dis&cutuig  iiiiuisters  settled  in 
Devonahfasr  from  l<fi2  to  1818.  The  vshie  ef  diis  Kit  woaM  have  besa 
eoatidenLblf  sabsaeed  by  the  faitroductlon  of  dstc^  diewing  the  dumtiOD 
of  tiie  faboan  of  cseh  sdiiistBr.  It  stay  she  be  ismsrksd*  that  ssvsnl 
typogrspUcal  errors  both  in  the  dlsoouric  and  the  appendix,  etcsjpcd  the 
obienratlon  of  the  oonpUsr. 
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gf  Uio  asBcmblMs  whiok  were  kouoiired  witk  the  eulogy  of  Bax- 
ter* This  may  be  iufcmd  Irom  ibxm  inpwfeoi  nodow  of  the 
pwcflfdingw  of  the  fiSxeter  body  whiok  I  havo  had  omnon  to 
introdnM  in  the  prece^ng  pagee.  Ample  allowence  ekonld 
qveetioaeblj  be  made  for  the  diffieiiltiee  in  which  the  eerliest 
Nonconformists  were  invuU  td,  mid,  Lspeciallj,  for  the  necessity, 
imposed  by  their  peuuliar  ^MJttitiou— of  securiug  a  weii- educated 
miaistr/.  It  is  unpoesible,  however,  £ur  eajr  eulighteued  Dia- 
•enter  of  the  preeeoi  day  to  look  be^k  upon  the  inqiueitormL 
piQceediiige  of  the  Bxeter  Aiieniblj,  dnring  the  interval  In 
gneetiOD/^piurtionhirl  J,  in  reference  to  the  opinions  of  StQgdon, 
Peirce,  and  Hallet,  without  acknowledging  that  the  members 
violated  the  plainest  principles  of  Christian  liberty,  acted  incon- 
sistently with  their  own  proles^ious  as  Protestant  DisseuterD^ 
and  employed  their  onwamntable  power  in  promoting,  not  **  the 
ends  of  religion"  but  ^  envj,  hatred^  and  ali  nnoharitabieneet." 

The  miantee  of  the  Aasembl/  from  the  year  1721  to  the  pre- 
sent time  are  preserved.  They  alford  no  indieataon  of  improve- 
ment ill  the  spirit  or  objects  of  the  association  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years.  Their  proceedings  were  similur,  in  many  respects, 
to  those  of  th^  Presbyteries  of  their  forefathers ;  which,  there 
Is  reason  to  suppossi  many  of  the  members  would  have  gUdly 
revived.  ^  In  these  assembliee,''  says  Mr.  Manning,*  "  a  mode* 
lator  was  choseay  who  opened  end  eoodncted  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  In  the  momiog  service,  two  or  three  ministeri  took  a 
part.  They  met  aguiu  iu  the  afternoon  to  cuusult  about  the 
affairs  of  their  respective  societies,  distribnted  the  collections 
received  from  them,  examined  the  testimonials  of  (hose  who 
offered  themselves  as  candidates  finr  the  ministry,  appointed 
tiiree  of  their  number  to  inquire  more  particnlarly  into  their 
aequaintsnce  with  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  into  the  progress 
they  had  made  in  literature,  the  views  with  which  they  under- 
took the  ministry,  and  their  aptness  to  teach  ;  in  order  to  judge 
of  which  a  theological  thesis  was  to  be  exhibited  iu  l^tin,  to 
Ae  perusal  of  the  examiners,  and  if  they  found  them  qualified 

*  Discourse  be/orc  the  Au^iciubiy,  p.  12. 
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the  Cbnatian  mimstry,  tkcy  ga\  e  them  a  cei1ift<»te  of  tlieir 
appvobatioa.  Tbe  Aisembly  thsa  appointed  the  ofdaineia 
From  these  nataOm  it  appeai«»  that  the  membeni  of  the  Amea^ 
blj  agreed  that  Aej  ehould  not  meddle  with  politifle  or  the 
aftdn  of  eivil  govemment^  or  pretend  to  e»eireiae  anj  efaoffdi 
censares,  but  onlv  aj^sist,  adv  ise,  and  encourage,  each  other  in 
propagating  tnuli  and  holiuesf^,  and  keeping  their  churches  free 
from  iUiterate  ministers  aud  scandalous  conmiunicauts."  T^k 
agreementy  which,  if  generally  acted  up  to  in  the  letter,  wae  often 
departed  from  in  the  spirit  bjr  the  Assembly  at  this  period,  owed 
its  origin  to  the  «  Artbles  of  Concord,*'  dmwn  np  bj  the  first 
Assemblj  in  the  jear  1655.  * 

It  wars  ahuut  the  middle  of  the  last  century  that  this  bo<lj 
began  to  bee  the  ueees?*iiy  of  relinquishing  a  part  of  their  un- 
scriptural  authority.  The  removal  of  Mr.  Towgood  to  £xeter, 
which  took  place  in  1749,  gave  that  gentleman  an  <qiportanitj 
of  advocating  with  aaceem  hk  own  liberal  and  enlightened  epi- 
moDB  on  this  enbject  By  means  of  his  aigmneuls,  maoj  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly  gradually  became  convinced  that  their 
conduct,  with  regar  d  iu  lint  exaLaiuaiiun  oi  candidates  for  the 
ministry,  was  wrong, — that,  by  insisting  upon  qualifications 
which  ^e  Scriptnrea  do  not  require,  they  assumed  an  nnlawfal 
.  ijnrisdiotlon  over  the  oonsdsnces  of  men.  «  They  perceived," 
says  Mr.  Manmng,t  **  that  admitting  one  nas<viptaial  teel  to  be 
proposed,  l)y  an  order  of  the  Assembly,  as  a  oeoeeaary  term  of 
admission  to  the  Christian  ministry,  was  a  matter  of  very  seri- 
ous  moment,  and  drew  alter  it  consequences  extremely  un- 
portaut ;  ibr,  one  being  admitted,  two,  ten,  or  thirty-niue  might 
with  eqnal  right  be  hereafter  added,  the  tendency  of  which 
wae  too  obviooa  not  to  be  obeerved,  and  too  formidabte  not  to 
be  the  olgect  of  dread.  It  bdog  therefore  paroposed  to  the  As* 
sembly  which  met  in  1753,  to  take  into  considemtion  the  fid- 

•  Manning's  Life  of  Towgood,  p.  11.  At  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Towgood, 
in  1722,  the  subject  which  the  Atseinbly  desired  him  to  treat  ou  waa, 
"An  Btgttima  Infantum  Hi  wUUim  r 

t  Discourse,  p.  1 4. 
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lowing  questkm,  *  whether  the  Assemlilj  will  feeommend  aiij 

Candidates  who  refase  to  deoHnre  Aelr  ftltih  in  the  Deit^r  of  the 

Sdu  nnd  the  Holy  Spirit/  it  was  debated  wlierher  the  questioa 
should  be  put,  aud  decided  l>v  n  considerable  iiiujority  in  the 
negative.  This  debate  would  probabl/  have  gkvmi  rise  to  verjr 
wann  animoBltiee,  had  thejr  not  heen  vvry  seaaonablj  db- 
oonntenanced  hy  the  truly  oatholie  and  ooneiliatmg  oondnet  of 
some  agfedniniBten.*  In  eoneeqnenee  of  thki  vote,  it  hM  been 
left  wholly  with  the  respective  congregations  to  satisfy  thein- 
seh  es  of  tlie  qualilicaiiuus  of  the  persons  thej  choose  lor  their 
minister?!." 

Towards  the  close  of  the  laat  century,  a  still  further  improve- 
ment  became  vinMe  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Exeter  AsBembly. 
This  maj  undonbtedlj  be  attribiited»  in  a  great  degree,  to  the 
inflneoce  and  exertions  of  two  ndnisters  who  have  been  fire- 

quently  mentioned  in  these  page:^, — tho  Kev.  Joseph  Bretland, 
and  the  Rev.  Timothy  Kenrick.  Whih'  tho^e  gnntlemen  \v»tc 
anxious  that  the  immediate  objects  of  the  A^^embly  should  be 
▼igoroQslj  promoted^  and  that  the  members  should  avail  them- 
Mlves  of  the  liglit  whioh  had  been  inereaaing  ibr  nearly  a  cen- 
tnrjt — the  time  during  which  their  institution  had  existed, — 
thej  were  also  desirous  of  proving  that  they  and  their  brethren 
could  extend  their  interest  to  those  occurrences,  whether  in  the 
West  of  Knglaiid  or  at  u  di;jiauce,  in  which  was  involved  the 
welfiyre  of  Protestant  Dissent.  Accordingly  we  find  that  one  of 
those  welcome  addresses  which,  in  the  jrear  1791,  poured  in 
upon  the  persecuted  Dr.  Priestlej,  was  firom  the  Exeter  Assem- 
blj;  and  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  admuring  ike  contrast  be- 
tween their  sphit  at  this  period,  and  that  which  they  manifest- 
ed nt  the  beginning  of  the  century.  "  We  think  onrselvcH 
buuiid  (thejr  say  in  addressing  Dr.  Priestley),  though  several  of 

*  See  a  letter  by  the  Kev.  P.  Baron,  of  Plymouth,  to  the  Rev.  J.  W'aU 
rond,  of  Exeter,  formerly  of  Ottery, — the  latter  being  one  of  the  moat 
violent  advocates  Ibr  doctrinal  tests. — Life  qf  Tovgood,  p.  55. 

f  See  Bftr.  Keniek's  sennon,  **  An  Inquliy  Into  the  best  method  of  con* 
muntcating  religions  knowledge  to  young  men,**  prcadied  before  Hio  As* 
•emUx,  Mmj  7,  1788. 
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«i  difiar  ifon  yen  ia  apudoa  on  wioiiB  milg^oli^  to  Beize  Uw 
epportmutj  whkli  oor  toeetiDg  affords  oa  of  wuim^  ia  en  ad- 
dratB  to  yon  on  the  ooaui<ni  of  yoor  lata  anffBriiifw  and  kMsea." 

Again,  "  It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  lieiir  that  you  Lave  al- 
ready received  a  letter  of  condolence  Ixom  ^ome  of  our  brethren 
of  difiareat  religious  saotiineiits  and  denouiiuutioKiB,  couched  in 
tanna  azpreniva  of  warm  afiacdou  aod  aateem.  We  would 
flattar  omaelvaa  tbat  tbia  noble  ezaaqde  of  a  tndj  libaial  a|gunl 
and  behavioor  wiU  be  followed  by  many  otbeta,  and  Uiat  one 
beneficial  conaeqnence  of  the  late  note  at  Birmingbam  will  b^ 
the  establisbmcnt  of  a  clot^cr  uuion,  uiid  of  a  inure  geuerid  aud 
friendly  intercourse  amoug  Dissenters  of  every  descripiiun.  • 

The  discourae  by  Mr.  Manning,  of  mucb  of  whose  vaJ  liable 
teedmonj  the  reader  baa  ahready  had  the  advantagay  bringa  the 
hiatorf  of  the  Aaeembly  down  to  the  year  1818.  It  apfieaia 
that  aeveral  alteiatiooa  had  been  made  from  tune  to  Cune  in  the 
roles,  the  most  important  of  which  beurs  date  September,  1801, 
when  it  was  resolved  that  there  should  be  only  one  assembly 
in  the  year,  to  be  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  June.  The 
Ibliowing  extract  ooutains  a  pleaong  statement  of  Mr.  Manuing'a 
experience  aa  a  member  of  this  venerable  body.  <*  Daring  Ibrt/* 
four  years  in  which  I  have  reeided  in  this  comty^  I  do  not  re- 
member having  been  once  absent  from  the  Assembly,  and  am 
therefore  a  competent  witnerss,  and  have  no  hesitation  iu  utcliir- 
ing,  that  these  meetings  ha\  c  ulwavs  been  conducted  with  great 
decency  and  order,  and  have,  iu  uo  small  degree,  conduced  to 
the  com&rt  and  enconrsgement  of  the  minisisrsi  ohenahed 
mutual  afieotion,  and  animated  them  to  more  zealous  exertioDfl 
in  the  duties  of  their  pio&snon.  We  do  not  meet  aa  a  priest* 
hood,  a  privileged  order,  distinct  from  onr  brethren,  as  having 
an  interest  different  tmia  thcira.  We  utterly  disclaim  all  pre- 
tensions to  religious  domination,  to  the  least  shadow  of  au- 
thority or  controul  over  the  faith  or  religions  practice  of  our 
fellowMshristians.  We  do  not  assemble  ourselves  together  to 
settle  any  point  of  doctrine,  or  any  matter  £i  Chiiatian  disd- 

*  Prieitiex't  Works,  Ratfs  editkm,  Vol.  i.  Fait  u  p.  IM. 
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pline.  We  do  not  hold  onr  assembly  oa  the  narrow  prinoiplee 
of  »  party,  bat  on  the  broad  grounda  of  nnliiidted  freedom  of 
inqidrj,  and  the  bndierhoodof  all  who  beliefe  that  Jeans  la  tha 
Chnat." 

Stniuge  as  it  may  appear,  in  proportion  as  these  seutimenta 
have  gained  ground  iii  the  Assembly,  the  interest  of  the  Devon 
and  ComwaU  uiinistera  iii  its  proceediugs  has  declined.  The 
annual  meedog  ie  etiil  held  at  Geoige'a  Meeting,  on  tha  laat 
Wednesday  in  Jane ;  bat  the  nnmber  of  membem  k  mach  re- 
daoed.  There  is  a  morning  serviee, — the  preacher  and  the 
minister  to  pmy  having  been  appointed  at  the  previous  aannal 
meeting:  two  uthers  are  nominated  to  officiate  in  the  event  of 
their  laiiure.  After  the  service,  the  ministers  who  are  membtrd 
of  the  Assembly  meet  in  the  vestry,  when  the  preacher  of  the 
ibnner  year  acta  as  Moderator,  and  opens  and  conolndes  the 
meeting  mUk  prayer.  The  ohief  ol>}eet  of  this  meeting  is  to 
grant  exhibitions  oat  of  the  lands  of  the  Assembly  to  the  minis* 
ters  of  Bnmll  congregations  needing  assistance.  Afterwards  the 
members  dine  together,  and  thus  conclude  that  interchange  of 
thought  and  feeUug  which  is  still  found,  as  it  was  in  the  time  uf 
the  excellent  Baxter,  to  "  better  the  spirits"  of  men,  and  pro- 
mote "  the  great  ends  of  religion." 
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Skotch  of  thb  Htotort 

OF  THE  W  JibTEKN  UNITAKIAN  fciOCiJiTV. 

Th£  first  rule  of  this  Society  requires  that  it  **  siiall  be 
nominated  the  Society  of  Unitarian  Christians,  established  in 
the  West  of  England,  for  promotiug  Christian  Knowledge  and 
the  practice  of  Virtne  by  distributing  books.** 

The  qualification  for  membership  Las  uever  inclodcd  a  dccla- 
nilinii  of  assent  to  any  nrtirles  of  faith.  The  terms  of  adniir^-ioii 
are  thus  stated  in  the  fifth  rule  of  the  origiual  code  : — "  Every 
person  recommended  after  the  meeting  in  May,  1792,  by  two 
membeiv,  shall  be  considered  as  a  member  of  this  Sodety,  upon 
payiog  Ids  admission  fee  and  subscription  for  the  current  year, 
or  compounding  for  bis  subscription."  The  admisBion  fee  was 
ten  shillings  and  sLxpenee,  the  annual  subscription — the  same 
sum,  Hud  the  composition — the  payment,  at  ouc  time,  of  five 
g*iiinca8. 

There  was,  however,  a  preamble  to  the  mles,  drawn  up  by 
the  founders  of  the  Society,  in  the  principles  avowed  by  which 
the  members  were  supposed  to  concur.  After  asserting  that  the 
value  of  Christianity  is  lessened  by  the  errors  which  are  blended 
with  it,  the  preamble  thus  continues: — " ConsideriD":  thai  one 
principal  obstruction  to  the  progress  of  just  scutiaients  inrel^g;ion 
has  arisen  from  the  want  of  an  open  avowal  of  them,  on  the  part 
of  those  by  whom  they  have  been  embraced,  or  of  other  methods 
of  making  them  known  to  the  world,  we  have  thought  proper  to 
associate  ourselves  together,  in  order  to  distribute  among  those 
who  are  disposed  to  iu(juire,  such  boulis  as  appear  to  us  to  con* 
tain  the  ])urcst  account  of  the  doctrines  of  revelation,  and  to  be 
the  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  true  piety  and  virtue, 
but  more  particularly  among  such  persons  as,  from  their  situation 
in  life,  are  precluded  in  a  great  measure  from  obtaining  the  means 
of  information ;  declaring  it  to  be  the  ftmdamental  principle  of 
the  Society,  in  which  we  all  agree,  (hat  there  is  but  One  God,  the 
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Creaior  and  Gotiernor  of  the  Unhtene^  tokhoui  an  equal  or  a  vice 
^erenif  M«  anfy  proper  object  of  religiout  t0or«A^  ;  and  that  Jente 
Christ  woe  the  moH  emineni  of  thoee  mouentfen  toAlcA  he  hae  em- 
ployed tn  reveal  his  will  to  mankind,  possessing  extraordinary  pow- 
ers simtltii'  to  tJmste  received  hr/  other  proplieiSy  but  in  a  much  liirjhcr 
deijree.  While  we  thus  declare  our  belief  iu  the  strict  unit/  of 
God,  and  oaonot  but  regaid  evefy  pfaotice  m  idolatrous  whlob 
attribiates  aay  of  the  praogadvea  of  Uie  Deity  to  another,  a 
eonelmloii  in  which  we  think  oandves  wamnted  by  the  Uou 
guage  of  Scripture,  we  would  not  be  understood  to  assert  that 
we  think  such  practices  are  attended  with  the  same  iinuiurul 
cousequcQCes  a»  the  idolatry  which  prevailed  in  the  aucieut 
heathen  world.  That  they  are,  however,  in  all  cases  iujunousy 
and  In  eome  highly  eriminal,  we  have  no  doubt ;  hot  how  fiir 
they  may  be  bo  in  any  perttenlar  inetanoe  we  pretend  not  to  de- 
termme,  as  it  mnet  depend  upon  eucnmstanoes  which  can  be 
known  only  to  the  individuals  concerned,  and  to  that  Being  who 
searches  their  hearts." 

This  preamble  was  framed  in  unison  with  one  which  had  betau 
adopted  a  few  months  previously  on  the  formation  of  the  London 
Unitarian  Book  Society,  or,  as  it  wae  then  called,  *'lhe  Unita- 
rian Society*' — ^thera  being  no  other  of  the  same  kind  in  the 
kingdom.  Tlie  association  in  the  West  of  England  was  fonqdo 
ed  by  a  few  gentlemeu  who  advocated  the  principles  to  which 
their  friends  in  TiOndon  attached  the  greatest  im[>oi  tiuiee — viz., 
that  the  worsliip  of  Jesus  Christ  was  idolatrous,  and  that  devia- 
tions from  the  doctrine  of  our  liord's  simple  hnmanity  were 
highly  injurious.  The  idea  of  forming  the  Society  originatsd 
with  W.  Davy,  Esq.,  of  Fordton,  who  presided,  m  1834,  at  the 
ibrty-second  annual  meeting.  By  Mr.  Davy  the  suggestion 
appears  to  luive  been  communicated  tA>  the  Uev.  Timothy  Ken- 
rick,  of  Kxeter.  This  luithfiil  laljuurer  \vji8  also  anxiuus  that  au 
effort  should  be  made  in  the  West  of  Kngland.  "  He  had 
formed  a  plan"  (says  his  son — ^the  Rev.  J.  Kenxick,  of  York,)^ 

•  Mon.  Rsp.f  Vol.  xiii.  p.  230,  The  materials  for  this  account  were 
derived  hem  a  Miiea  of  letten  put  into  the  handt  of  the  antlior— Mr.  Joho 
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ibr  tbe  dtliv«ry  of  *  Miira  oC  leotom  upon  thorn  dootiiiiM  of 
CMatiaiiitj  of  wUok  enoneooB  notkMis  eomamndy  ptwtai,  tmA 
1»d  mgaged  eight  or  niiie  miaislm  In  Exelar  ud  its  vkMty 

to  bear  r  part  in  it.    The  chief  peculiaritj  in  the  plau  was,  thut 
the  wLule  conrne  wa^  to  be  delivered  in  one  place,  by  the  asso- 
ciated preachers,  each  taking  his  turn,  at  the  interval  of  a  lort- 
night,  and  then  to  be  repeated  to  their  reepBotive  a<ittgi«(pitiM% 
till  ih»  wbolo  eeriM  had  been  pmolMd  in  ever j  pIsM  oonpi^  • 
bended  in  the  miiiin*  A  week-daj  ovoniBg  nw  dummt  bolk 
iv  the  ooavenifltkoeof  tlie  mliiieieray  end  to  ayoid  giving  offence 
to  those  who  dislikud  tlio  mtroduutiou  of  controversy  into  die 
pulpit  on  the  sabbath.    The  s»ermon  was  to  contain   a  brief  but 
comprehenmve  view  of  the  arguments  from  reeson  and  scripture 
in  ei^port  of      doetriDo  meintained,  mwompenied  with  ittie« 
moee  and  olwrnyatjone  oricnlat^  to  shew  thai  it  will  hava  no 
xmhtvmaMm  inflnenoa  upon  the  rdigloiiB  oondnot  of  thoee  hy 
whom  it  is  embraced,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  affords  a  good  or  a 
belter  foundation  for  j><  ace  and  comfort,  and  for  the  duties  cf 
piety  »nd  morality,  than  the  opposite  opinion.    The  whole  to 
ba  conducted  with  as  little  appeacanoe  of  cootroversy  aa  can 
be  adndttad.'    Tha  Mint  Meeting,  at  Exeter,  which  had  been 
biilt  for  Mr.  Jamea  Peiiee,  aa  a  fefqga  to  heresj  and  Ubertj  of 
consdenoe  from  the  lary  of  the  weetem  uiqaieitorB,  was  the 
place  fixed  upon  for  ti»e  tiret  delivery  of  the  lectures ;  but,  on 
application  bcmg  made  to  the  Trustees,  the  use  of  it  for  sudi  a 
pnrpose  was  laAieed." 

The  author  prooaeda  to  aspreea  his  b^ief  that  this  relbaal 
**araae^iiot  from  auj  hoatiltty  to  Unitariameniy  but  from  a  laar 
that  ^a  jealousy  of  Govenunenitylhen  beginning  to  ba  awakened 
by  the  introduction  of  re\'olutionary  principles  firom  France, 
might  be  excited  by  this  open  attack  on  establisheil  I'prnions, 
or  even  the  buildnigs  be  endangered  by  the  outrages  of  a  church- 
and-long  mob."  In  conaeqiience  of  this  difficulty  at  the  ootset, 
the  eehisme  for  dedvaring  a  aenea  of  kotaiea  waa  never  earned 

Kenvlok,  by  Mr.  Isaac,  of  Moceto>.HeaipsleBtf,  to  whom  thqr  w«a  aA- 
dmed  liy  Mr.  IteeOij  KMukk. 
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into  execution :  slthoogrtiy  in  *  )«ttef  wrftten  by  Mr.  Renrtek  to 

Mr.  Isaac  immediatelj  after,  he  announces  his  d^ig^i  of  per- 
sevprinL":  in  it.  The  ohiect  which  these  zealous  iiidividnals  so 
ardently  denired  to  iM^e  acoompliabed>  was,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
montbS)  promoted  in  a  way  which  they  probably  did  not  antiol- 
pale.  On  the  knsA  of  JMHoteey^  1799,  mwbI  minletere  and 
«Aer  ftiiiids  of  reUgkMit  truth  aaeeinhM  at  BridwaU,  near  Cd- 
lampton,  tiie  seat  of  ll!ol»rd  Hhll  Clarfce,  Esq.,  to  witnees  the 
opciiing-  of  au  iMurariiui  chapel  erected  by  that  gentleman.  Oil 
this  occasiiMi,  tlie  best  means  of  difTiusing  the  true  doctrines  of 
the  Qospei  formed  the  prevailing  subject  of  conversation ; — the 
eetablishment  of  the  London  Society  was  probably  quoted  as  an 
example ;  and^  in  eonse^peaee  of  the  fttlhire  of  the  piaa  for  de>* 
Hvefing  leotares  at  Bzeter,  it  was  determined  to  ftrm  a  limiltf 
eoeiety  for  the  West  of  England.  Mr.  Kenriek  tmdertook  to 
draw  up  the  Rules  hu<I  ri  eaiiiblc.  These  were  submitted  to  a 
meeting  held  at  Exeler,  May  11,  1792,  R.  H.  Clarke,  Ksq.,  in 
the  chair.  It  was  then  resolved  that  the  Rules  and  Preamble 
ahodd  be  printed* — ^that  the  fint  geaeial  metting  of  the  sub- 
eeribere  ehonld  be  held  at  CMitOu»  September  6,  J792^— and 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Toolsun  should  be  deared  to  preat^  a  eer- 
mon  on  the  occasion.  These  resolutions  were  carried  into  effect. 
Mr.  Clarke  consented  to  act  as  iVeasurer,  and  Mr.  Kenriek  as 
Seeretary.  The  sermon  was  printed  and  circulated  with  the 
rules  of  the  aoeiety  ;  it  was  entitled,  "  The  Character  of  Christ 
as  the  Witnees  to  the  Troth" ;  it  excited  coniideiable  interest, 
and  has  ainee  passed  tfarongb  a  second  edition. 

Hie  Society  at  the  time  of  its  first  general  meeting  consisted 
of  thirty-one  members.*    For  many  years  the  additions  were 

•  Litt  qfthtftm  Mmim» 

Rev.  M.  AN8TI8,  Bridport. 

Rev.  T.  Bklsbam,  New  College,  Hackney. 

W.  BaowNB,  Jnn.,  CoUumptoiL 
Mr.  BASirsrr,  Bath. 

R.  H.  C&AaKS,  Biq.,  Brldwdl»  near  CoUumptoiu 
BIr«  Datt^  Fnrdlnit  iMsr  GrsdilOB. 
Mr.  M*  DvHsvoaay  TlveilOB. 
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SaWf  ami  the  fl|ii«re  of  Ihe  Society't  opemtioiia  iinilad.  Thm 
oirooiBBtMiccs  inaj  be  attributed  to  yBtioM  cttaeee.  Hiere 

was  at  that  period  an  nnvefiaUy  stroiig  feeling  in  fivroiir  of  or- 
thodoxy," :uid  specially  of  the  staudai  J  >et  up  by  the  Church 
Kiiglttud.  Again,  inauy  who  might  have  been  raukcd  uuder 
the  deuoniiuation  of  Uaitarian,  were  not  prepared  to  adopt  the 
priudplea  laid  down  in  the  FreamUe  of  the  afw  Soaety.  Al- 
tiioaf  h  moh  peraooa  bdieved  that  the  God  and  FaHier  of  oar 
Lord  Jeaua  Christ  was  jthe  only  proper  ol^t  of  leUgioas  vatw 
•hip,  and  were  deeidedlj  opposed  to  the  pFominent  dootriaea  of 
Calvmiain,  they  cuuUl  uuL  reliuquish  their  belief  in  the  pre- 
eatisteuce  of  tlie  Sa\TLOiu,  they  objected  to  the  terms  "mere 
man/'  and  **  simple  humanity/'  aa  applied  to  so  exalted  a  being, 
and  thi^  oonfldend  theopUhet  <<idolatrotia"  miieh  too  hanfa, 
if  not  aetoaUly  imwaaaiitable^  whan  aaed  in  rafmiGe  lo  THm- 


lir.  O.  DuHBTORo,  "nrerton. 

Mr.  J.  EvAKB,  Exeter. 

Rer.  J.  I9AAC»  Moreton-Hamptteaid. 

Rev.  D.  B.  Jardine,  Bath. 

S.  Kenkick,  Esq.,  Bewdley»  WeictrtenMre. 

Rev.  T.  Kbnrick,  Exeter. 

Rev.  J.  Kentish,  riyinouth  Dock. 

Ber.  T.  Lindset,  Essex  Street,  Loudon. 

JoiaPH  Lutlcpbaji,  Esq.,  Bzeter. 

Ear.  T.  MeaeAN,  Lufceard. 

Rev.  S*  HomoAM,  CoUomptoa. 

S  \  MT  i:l  Pitt,  Baq. 

Rev.  T.  PoRTBK,  Plynioath. 

Rev.  T.  RrvNELL,  Thor\'erton. 

Mr.  \\  .  Rkynkll,  Barnstaple. 

W.  Rows,  Esq.,  Spcnce-Conib,  aear  Croditon. 

Rer*  J«  ItowBt  Shiiewri>iny< 

Mr*  S.  Shvti,  CoUmnptoa. 

Mr.  J.  8paT,  Plynoatli. 

W.  TATUoa,  Esfj.,  Shrewsbury. 

J.  TiNocoMBX,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 

Rev.  J.  TouLMix,  Taunton. 

Mr.  Tucker,  Exctcr. 

Rev.  J.  WiLLiAMi>,  Bruiwell,  near  CoUumpton. 


The  penm!  of  thi«  list  Nvill  excite  a  melancholy  interest  in  the  niindaof 
the  survivon,  the  number  of  whom,  I  believe,  does  not  cxcced/o«r. 
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tariaii  worship.  (>n  these  points  they  coincided  with  many 
gentlemen  in  various  parf>  of  the  country,  who  would  have 
joiaed  the  London  Unitahau  Society,  had  ita  Preamble  beeu 
man  eonprebenriw,  and  who  deeply  regretted  that,  at  a  time 
wfaon  imioii  wm  mare  than  ever  deanUe  among  all  Antttrini- 
tericik  CfafiBtiaa0»  die  enBghtened  Ibimdeia  of  the  new  eoeieties 
attaehed  eo  mveh  impoitanoe  to  tfieir  own  peculiar  views  of 
truth. '  But  the  principal  cause  of  the  slow  progress  of  the 
VVesteni  Society  was  tlie  political  unpopularity  ol  it.s  members. 
This  was  one  of  those  periods  when  Dissent  irom  the  Church 
waa  atigmatiied  aa  DiiafiiMitioa  to  the  State ;  and  those  Unita- 
rians who  followed  oat  the  pHneiplea  of  Dissent  with  the  great- 
est Aidiliilneas  reoeived  the  laigeat  ahaia  of  pohfio  ohloqnjr. 
Ths  promoters  of  tilis  aoi^et j  were  especially  distingnished  ftr 
their  coiiMstent  Rttachmcnt  to  the  cause  of  Civil  and  Religioaa 
Liberty.  Notiuug  could  mduce  them  to  swerve  from  the  path 
of  dntjr.  Many  of  them  experienced  onremitting  insult ;  year 
after  year  thejr  heheld  the  spiiit  of  peneontkm  which  excited  the 
riola  at  Birmingham  gain  gronaid  in  avecj  part  of  the  kingdom ; 
fhey  saw  the  Rowans  Ireland  and  the  Mnirs  of  Scotland  oon- 
signed  to  dungeons  or  exiled  to  foreign  lands ;  they  saw  their 
own  beloved  Priestley,  the  champion  of  their  cause,  "the  patriot 

•  The  retaining  of  the  word  "idolatrous"  in  the  London  Preamble  was 
strongly  Lnaisted  upon  by  Mr,  Bclsham,  Mr.  Liudaey,  Dr.  Prie»tley,  Mr. 
Riusell,  and  Mr*  Tayleur,  and  opposed  by  many  gentlemen  of  eqiuJ  emi« 
nciioe  In  their  reqpecthrecfade«t«i|»eoisnf  the  whole  tody  of  Um 
then  exisdng  in  the  Uaivenity  ef  Cuahridgei  who  were  oompeUed  to 
witVidrnw  their  support  from  tiie  Sodetf.  Among  these  were  the  Rer. 
W.  Prend,  M.  A.,  formerly  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Jesus  College,  and  Vicar 
of  Long  Stanton ;  the  Rev.  R.  Tyrrwhit,  M.  A.,  Fellow  of  Jesus  College,  and 
Founder  of  the  Hebrew  Scholarships,  Cambridge ;  and  Mr.  Jones,  the 
celebrated  Tutor  of  Trinity  Ctillege,  Cambridge.  Others  joined  the  So- 
ciety, though  they  could  not  approve  of  the  nreaaible.  Dr.  Price,  in  par- 
ticalar,  said  he  oould  not  MvdSer  an  Unitarian  lociety  to  exist  witlioat 
giYiag  his  name  to  it. 

Many  years  afterwards,  Mr.  Belsham  admitted  that  it  might  have  liecn 
prudent  to  omit  the  word  "idolatrous,"  "as  the  doctrine  which  the  Society 
desired  to  hold  forth  as  their  common  faitVi,  initjht  have  been  expressed 
with  e(|Uri1  distinctness  and  precision  without  it."  Sec  Beusham's  Me- 
moirs oj  Lmdsey,  p.  299. 
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md  aunt  and  aage/'  loaded  widi  caJnmiuei  wbemw  he  wtat^ 

relied  at  hy  every  claat  horn,  the  dmnken  bmricr  of  the  pot- 
house to  the  "  heaveu-descended  "  leader  of  the  Hoose  c»i  C*y^- 
monii, — astiaiied  from  the  pnlpit  b}  priests  who,  like  Madaa, 
wauted  prefenoent — and  from  the  prr  ^^s  hy  authore  who,  Hfct 
Bnriua  wanted  penaioiia, — and  at  length  dciYen  from  the  land 
he  loyed»  to  doae  hia  emtrntte  among  atimngeia; — tfaepraaMias 
of  the  Weiteni  Unitarian  Society  saw  all  this,  and  endnnd  in 
their  own  persona  more  than  those  who  live  in  the  pr^^Tir  d*/ 
cau  caaily  imagine  ;  yet  they  did  not  falter  ;  they  c*»**uiy  y<5t 
earnestly  contiuued  to  advocate  what  they  believed  to  be  the 
Tntth  of  God ;  and,  though  to  worldly  men  their  jpmytK'ti 
eeemed  darit  and  cheerieeB»  iheof  bad  Adt  rewearif*  Bat  tOf«- 
tnm — thia  feward  waa  eertninlj  not  Ibnnd  in  the  npid  progiam 
of  Unitariankm  in  the  Western  eonnties.  Aldungh  ^  political 
disturbances  uf  the  tiuie  did  not  move  such  men  as  Mr,  Toolmin 
and  Mr.  Keuriek,  they  alarmed  the  iriendis  on  whom  theie 
excellent  ministere  had  reason  to  rely  for  support.  A  sciihiag 
inatanee  of  thta  waa  witnenaod  in  the  year  1194,  in  referanen  to 
the  holdhig  of  a  meeting  of  the  Society  at  Geoige'e  Ueeli^, 
Bzeter.  Mr,  Eenriek,  the  learned  and  benevolent  inetmelar  of 
the  young  the  fiuthfhl  friend  and  counsellor  of  all,  could  not 
on  this  occasion  obtain  for  hi»  colloacrucs  the  use  of  liia^  uv.n 
pnlpit.  The  Trustees  revised  to  aUow  the  Sodety  to  meet  within 

•  Ihe  Ibaa  ^  Mr.  CtktUga,  hi  hb  *<ltdl8jbai  Mnriagi  wifMaa  ea 
ChrirtMi  Bn^  179i»"  hm  to  slrikfa«  an  alliirioD  to  the  honen  of  tke 

time,  that,  well  as  tbej  arc  kncfwn,  I  cannot  refrain  fnnn  (juoting  tbem. 
He  had  been  writing  of  *«  the  nigh^  dead,"— of  Mihoo,  Newtoii»  and 
Bmjksft  — d  thos  {oooMda : 

**  Frening  on  his  steps, 

hci '.  Priestley  there,  pntrint  anti  saint  and  sage^ 
\\'hom  that  my  tli  shly  eye  hath  never  teen, 
A  fhildish  Jiang  of  inipotent  regret 
Hath  thrili'd  lu)  b^rt.    Him  from  his  native  land 
Statesmen  blood-ttani'd,  and  pikata  idohtRNil, 
By  duk  lies  midd*taing  the  Uind  nndlifeadeb 
Drove  with  varn  bete;  coha,  pityfaig  he  retired* 
And  ntvfd  eaipectuit  on  theee  pconiia'd  yean." 
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the  walls  of  tlieir  house  of  prayer,  though  the  usual  notice  had 
been  given  at  the  request  of  one  of  the  ministers.  Happily,  the 
admirable  sermon  of  Mr.  Resell, — on  adorning  the  doclrine 
profnaed  hy  hu  hearers, — ^which  he  delivered  by  invitation  in 
die  Bow  Meeting-honte,  maj  still  be  read  bj  alt  who  would 
know  bow  noble  was  his  object  and  bow  groandlese  were  the 
fears  of  his  opponents.  "They  misjudg'ed"  (my-A  one  of  the 
writers  I  have  already  (quoted)  "the  tenn)cr  even  ul  tboso  trouble- 
some times,  in  apprehending  any  such  danger,  and  they  cer- 
tainly very  rnnch  misconedved  the  motives  of  the  projectors  of 
the  plan  in  qnestiony  if  tbey  sospeeted  them  of  anjr  concealed 
political  sobemes ;  bnt  it  is  not  for  ns^  noHt  nteHoribtif 
harsh]}  to  prononnce  that  the  refnsal  may  not  have  proceeded 
from  coucciL  utions  fears  of  the  conseqncnces  : — when  the  love  of 
innovation  is  inflauied  into  fr<uizy,  it  ih  nut  wonderful  that  pru- 
dence is  chilled  into  timidity."  * 

It  was  not  until  some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the 
present  oentnrj  that  the  society  was  modi  inereased.  -The 
members  assembled  rsgnlarly,  once  a  year,  at  the  variotis  towns 
in  which  there  were  Unitarian  congregations,  and  a  series  of 
sermons  were  preached  and  published  whieh  proved  lii^hly  ad- 
vantageous. Mr.  Renrick,  of  Exeter,  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary  until  his  death  in  1804,  when  the  seat 
of  the  Society  was  removed  to  Bristol^  and  those  duties  devolved 
on  the  Rev.  John  Rowe.  Hie  nn?rearied  xeal  of  Mr.  Kenrlok 
has  already  been  noticed;  and,  in  1814,  the  Society  resolved 
to  shew  their  sense  of  the  value  of  Mr.  Rowe's  services  through 
the  intervening  year^j,  by  presenting  lain  with  a  ropy  of  the 
Fac- simile  of  Beza's  Manuscript,  and  (as  soon  as  published)  of 
Mr.  Wellbeloved's  Bible  ;  this  testimonial,  however,  Mr.  Rowe 
respectfiilly  deoiined.t  The  offices  of  Treasnrer  and  Secretary 
have  since  been  ably  filled  by  sevend  gentlemen  in  Bristol,  who 
in  conjoDction  with  the  Conunittee  have  rendered  the  most 
valnable  aid  to  the  cause  of  Unitarianism  by  their  selection  of 
books  for  the  annual  catalogue,  and  their  arrangements  for  pro- 

•  Moo.  Repos.,  YtL  liiL  p.  230.  t  Ibid.,  Vol.  x.  p.  459. 
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motbg  the  Interest  and  iiaeiiilnefls  of  the  Annual  Meetings.* 
At  these  meetings  the  rules  of  the  Society  have,  from  tune  to 

timt',  undergone  a  slight  revision.  On  one  occasion  it  was  re- 
solved to  discontinue  the  admission-fee  of  leu  sluUiugs  and  six- 
pence, which  is  cousequently  now  not  paid. 

Discussions  frequently  took  jdaee  respecting  the  propriety  of 
altering  the  Preamhle  so  as  to  enable  the  Allans  to  become 
memben.  As  early  aa  the  year  181  Jj  this  snlject  was  taken 
into  consideration  at  an  annual  meeting  by  the  suggestion  of 
Dr  (  arpeuter,  an  eampst  advocate  for  tin  proposed  comprehen- 
siou.  But  no  decisive  step  was  taken  until  the  year  1819, 
when,  at  a  meeting  held  ut  Bath,  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  accordance 
with  a  notice  given  the  preceding  year  at  Uminster,  submitted 
seversl  resolutions  In  frvour  of  the  object  he  liad  in  view.  Tlie 
original  principle  was  defended  by  Mr.  Kentish  and  several 
other  members ;  and  Dr.  Carpenter,  finding  that  the  disposiHon 
of  the  meeting  was  against  the  change,  withdrew  his  proposed 
resolutions. t  When  twelve  years  niore  had  elapsed,  the  suh- 
ject  was  again  brought  forward  at  a  meeting  at  Bridgwater^  and 
the  alterataon  agreed  to«   It  was  reaolved^ 

«  That  union  with  this  Society  shall  henceibrwaida  be  am- 
sidered  as  implying  no  more  than  the  reception  of  the  Essential 
Principles  of  Unitariauism ;  viz.  the  Personal  UnUt/,  the  Sole 
JJeiiJ/y  the  Esiential  Mercy j  and  the  Exciusive  ff  oiakip  of 
JSHOVAH,  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesuti  Christ/' 

The  ad<titionB  to  the  number  of  members  during  the  first 
twenty  years  of  the  existence  of  the  Society^  appear  from  the 
lists  appended  to  the  annual  sermons  to  be  aa  follow : 

In  1792  there  were  31. 

1798    45. 

1804    98. 

1812   217. 

•  The  prasSBt  lysasorsr  is  Joim  Maringfart,  Bsq.i  the  fieoslBiy,  Mr* 
W.  Brawns^  of  Clars  Satest 

t  Sco  Lcttera  by  Mr.  IVsad,  Mr.  Bdshsm,  and  Dr.  Ctrpeater,  Men. 
Rapos.,  Vol.  siv. 
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For  some  ywn  snbeeqiientl/  to  1813^  the  additions  were  not 
proportioDBbly  great.  Tbe  preaeat  number  of  membeie^  though 
oonmdemble,*  Is  certunly  smaller  than  the  nnmber  of  Unita- 
rians in  the  West  of  England  would  lead  a  stranger  to  suppose, 
ft  should  be  m<  uUv»u*  <l,  however,  tlmt  tliis  body  of  Christiana 
bupiK)rt  two  other  societies  for  the  promotion  of  their  ohjecia, 
niid  especially  for  establishing  a  greater  bond  of  nmon — one  in 
the  coontiee  of  Dorset  and  Somerset^  formed  in  1818,  the  other 
for  those  of  Devon  and  Cornwall  fiirmed  in  1813.  It  should 
also  be  mentioned,  that  during  the  past  year,  the  Western  So- 
ciety has  exhibited  eousideruble  vigour ;  a  larger  nuiuber  of  new 
members  have  been  elected  than  within  any  preceding  year,— 
even  more  than  the  Society  was  composed  of  at  its  first  meet> 
ing ;  the  funds  are  in  a  satisfiictory  state ;  the  catalogue  includes 
one  hundred  and  «ghty*eight  valuable  books  and  pamphlets ; 
and  those  who  were  present  at  the  annual  meeting  and  listened 
to  the  discourses  of  Mr.  Wellbeloved  and  Mr.  Asplandi  will  not 
easily  forget  the  spirit  that  prevailed. 

I  shall  conclude  this  sketch  with  a  list  of  the  serjnous  preached 
before  the  Society  ;  but  the  reader  will  pardon  me  if  X  iurst  intro- 
duce an  extract  for  the  purpose  of  here  placing  on  reoord  the 
impresnons  of  ^  n  mind  at  onoe  sealous  and  enlightened^  philo- 
sophies! and  elegant/' t  respecting  the  progress  and  prospects  of 
the  Sodetj. 

"  Had  not  those  by  whom  it  was  projected  been  fully  per- 
suaded that  their  cause  was  of  God,  aud  therefore  must  proper, 
they  might  well  have  been  dismayed  by  the  inauspicious  circum- 
stances of  its  birth  and  in&ncj^wheu  the  doctriues  of  the  Unitj 
of  God  could  onlj  be  avowed  by  braving  the  penalties  of  Uw, 
when  the  civil  power  looked  with  jealousy  on  their  association, 
and  when  only  here  and  there  an  individual  could  be  fbund, 
who,  for  the  truth's  sakei  was  willing  to  encounter  popular 

*  I  do  not  exactly  know  what  it  is,  as  neither  annual  sensoa  nor  lilt 
bM  been  fvUithfld  for  Mvenl  yean. 

t  Review  of  a  sermon  preached  before  the  Society  by  the  Rev.  J.  Ken- 
ricik*  Mon.  Rep.,  Vd.  idi.  p.  733. 
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miium.  The  ovent  has  shewn,  iLat  ni  iuK  cinira£:e,  temprred  by 
Chriflriau  prudcuc*?,  will  overcome  ub^Ucled,  remove  prejudices, 
and  ooneiliate  regard,  and,  in  a  few  yean,  change  opponents 
ittio  advocates,  and  enemiea  into  partkans.  Hie  seed  wliiDh 
was  sown  lieneatli  bo  inolemcnt  a  skj,  that  it  niglit  wall  lum 
been  doal»tsd  whefliar  the  binder  of  elieaves  sboald  star  fill 
his  bogoin  with  the  increase,  has  shot  uf>  with  a  vigour  which 
rouiON  *  s  all  fear.-,  lur  tlie  future,  the  field-  e  long  been  green 
and  are  rapidly  becoming  white  unto  the  hun  est.  Yott  need 
not,  I  am  mure,  my  exhortation  to  recall  and  to  honour  the  me» 
mory  of  those,  who  patting  their  hand  to  the  ploof  h  looked  sol 
bachy  bat  held  on  their  wajr,  and  aeoompllshed  their  warir,aft 
the  risk  of  reputation,  of  osefiilness,  of  property,  and  of  ireedoaft. 
They  irideed  laboured,  and  we,  or  the  present  generutiou,  have 
entered  info  their  labonr«.  O  that  at  the  same  time  we 
could  enter  into  that  z,eai  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  lively  con- 
cern for  the  welfare  of  men,  that  nnwearied  activity  in  the  dif- 
loslon  of  troth,  and  nnshaken  fixrtttode  in  meeting  oslnmny  and 
danger,  which  prompted  them  to  ondertske  their  tssk^  and  ena- 
bled them,  under  the  Divine  bksring,  to  carry  it  on  so  &r  towaide 

its  acconiplLshmcnt," 

"  ^^^lO  that  beholds  the  progress  which  the  liix  Lrine  ot  the 
Unity  of  God  has  made  in  this  kingdom,  since  the  period  to 
which  I  allude,  can  avoid  exclaiming,  '  It  is  the  Lord's  doing, 
and  marvellons  in  our  eyes ! '  Who  that  reflects  on  the  nmpli- 
eity  and  scriptural  andiOTity  of  this  doctrine,  and  on  the  inquir- 
ing spirit  of  the  age,  will  think  that  we  indolge  the  \d8ion9  of  a 
romantic  imagination,  in  looking  forward  to  its  becoming  the 
recognised  belief  of  the  Christian  church,  and,  by  purifying  the 
gospel  firom  one  of  ita  most  revolting  difficulties,  preparing  the 
way  for  its  proprees  among  those  nations  to  whom  the  popular 
fidih  presents  insuperable  obstacles  ?  It  is  not  indeed  ibr  ns  to 
know  the  times  and  the  seasons,  which  the  Father  has  put  in  his 
own  power ;  his  kingdom  cometh  not  vviili  observ  ation  ;  and,  I 
believe  that  the  open  defection  from  the  doctrines  of  orthodoxy, 
extenbive  and  increasing  as  it  is,  is  iar  less  tiian  the  secret  and 
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almost  unconscious  reuuuciation  of  tiicm,  especially  iu  those 
countries  where  coatjrovenjr  has  not  locwed  the  spirit  of  contxft- 
diotioo.  The  avowal  and  even  the  reeeption  of  the  tralh  are 
infinenoed  hf%  variety  of  aoddental  caneea ;  it  wmj  be  ahandoor 
ed  bj  ihose  whom  we  thought  moat  aealoiuly  attached  to  it ;  tho 
dispensations  of  Providence  may  call  away  its  most  faithful  advo- 
cates, ere  halt  iheir  term  of  ymrs  appear  to  have  been  complete 
ed.  We  possess  the  treasure  iu  earthen  vessels,  but  the  treasure 
itsdf  la  iticomiptihle,  incapable  of  waste  or  destmotion.  lake 
a  eoniecnted  weapon,  truth  deeoenda  from  one  generation  to 
another^  aometimea  wielded  bj  a  feebler,  aometimea  bj  s  mon 
vigorooa  arm ;  bnt  its  own  ethereal  temper  ia  nnchanged,  and  ala 
enemies  shall  continue  to  feel  its  penetrative  power,  till  the  last 
of  them  has  resigned  the  emifpHt.  It  is  miirhty,  and  in  this  con- 
flict it  must  prevail ;  the  maxim  rests  not  only  on  the  authority 
of  anccesdve  agea  of  men,  who  have  witnessed  its  partial  ao* 
compUahment  and  tranamitted  it  with  the  aeal  of  thdr  experi.* 
enoe,  but  on  the  ehancter  and  perfecticnia  of  God,  who  mnol 
design  the  greateet  happineee  of  hia  reaaonaUo  offspring,  and 
whose  power  nothing  can  oppose  and  proi^er." 
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